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Sheng Kung Hui: Historical Studies of Anglican Christianity in China

The purpose of the series Sheng Kung Hui: Historical Studies of
Anglican Christianity in China is to publish authoritative volumes
on the history of Anglican-Episcopal Christianity as a contribu-
tion to the intellectual, cultural, and religious history of modern
China. With an in-depth focus on one particular denominational
tradition, which has been in China for almost two hundred years,
the series presents an interdisciplinary perspective that will also
contribute to the history of Christianity in China. The empha-
sis throughout is on the life and work of the Church in society.
Individual volumes are written for an educated audience and a
general readership, with some titles more academic in character
and others of more general interest.

The spirit of Anglicanism is expressed by the Chinese term
Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui, meaning the “Holy Catholic Church
of China,” the national church that was founded in Shanghai in
1912 and the first non-Roman church body in China. Anglicans
stand between Protestants and Catholics in their approaches to
Christian tradition and church order, but they are usually regarded
as part of the Protestant movement in China. Since the nine-
teenth century, the Sheng Kung Hui has been involved in a wide
range of educational, medical, and social welfare work alongside
efforts to spread the Christian message and establish the church.
In the first decades of the twentieth century, Chinese Sheng Kung
Hui leaders began taking the lead. The Sheng Kung Hui has also
played an important role in cultural exchange between China and
the West. It is hoped that the series will encourage further dia-
logue on the place of Christianity in the history of modern China.

Copublished by Hong Kong University Press and the Hong
Kong Sheng Kung Hui, this is the fifth book in our series. The

earlier volumes are:

Stuart Wolfendale, Imperial to International: A History of St John's
Cathedral, Hong Kong (2013)

Philip L. Wickeri, editor, Christian Encounters with Chinese
Culture: Essays on the Anglican and Episcopal Tradition in China
(2015)

Moira M. W. Chan-Yeung, The Practical Prophet: Bishop Ronald
O. Hall of Hong Kong and His Legacies (2015)

Angela Wai Ching Wong and Patricia P. K. Chiu, editors, Christian
Women in Chinese Society: The Anglican Story (2018)

Philip L. Wickeri, PhD, DD
Series Editor



Foreword

Anglican history in Hong Kong and Macau begins in the early
nineteenth century with the coming of the British East India
Company Anglican chaplains to Macau. A year after the establish-
ment of Hong Kong as a British Colony in 1842, Vincent Stanton
arrived as the first Hong Kong colonial chaplain. In 1849, the
Diocese of Victoria was founded and from that time forward,
Hong Kong and Macau Anglicans were involved in mission work,
building churches and schools, hospitals and welfare centers, in
Hong Kong and South China. In 1912, our diocese became part
of the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui (the Holy Catholic Church
of China, CHSKH). All through the turbulent decades of Chinese
history that followed, missionaries and Chinese Christians worked
in partnership, witnessing to our faith in church and society. We
are grateful for our missionary forbearers, and we are grateful to
the pioneering Chinese Anglican clergy and laity of the late nine-
teenth and early twentieth centuries.

Shortly after the establishment of the People’s Republic of
China in 1949, we became the detached Diocese of Hong Kong
and Macau. It was not possible to continue as part of the Church
in Mainland China, but we continued to operate under the same
Constitution and Canons of the CHSKH. In Hong Kong and
Macau, our Church responded in new ways to the social needs,
and we continued to relate to Christian brothers and sisters on
the mainland as best we could. One year after the return of Hong
Kong to China in 1997, we became an independent province
within the Anglican Communion.

2018 marked the twentieth anniversary of the establishment of
the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the thirty-eighth province of the
Anglican Communion. We are largely a Chinese church, but we
welcome the participation of people from around the world in our
worship, mission, and ministries. We worship in several languages,
Cantonese and Mandarin, English, and Tagalog. Over the past
twenty years, Hong Kong and Macau have experienced ups and
downs, and we face persistent problems. But we have also begun
to establish ourselves as Special Autonomous Regions of China,
and there are new opportunities for Christian witness. Our church
has continued to grow and develop in response to the changes in
society. With the encouragement and active participation of clergy
and laity, I have tried to build on the foundation of my predeces-
sor, Archbishop Emeritus Peter K. K. Kwong, and help envision
the future of our church.

The Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui is a church grounded in
Hong Kong, related to China, and open to the world as part of the

Anglican Communion. We believe in Jesus Christ as the church’s
one foundation as we commit ourselves to God’s mission. We are
an expression of Anglicanism in our own context, and we try to
discern the gifts that God has given us through our tradition in
order to contribute to our society. We have a threefold mission
in the church, education, and social welfare, including medical
work.

Our mission is reflected in the pages of this book. It is a first
attempt to interpret the broader history of the Hong Kong Sheng
Kung Hui through a selection of photographs, maps and images.
In fact, this book is among the first systematic representations in
photographs of any Chinese church tradition. T urged the authors
to emphasize the early history of our church, because this is the
part of our history that is less familiar to us. Thus, the first two
sections of the book (a bit over half) situate our history within the
broader Anglican and Episcopal tradition in China. Among other
things, this shows that we as a church have always been involved
with China, and that our relationship has been based on friend-
ship and mutual respect.

The following three sections of the book are focused on Hong
Kong and Macau, and there we see how our church has developed
over the last seven decades. Of course, a great deal more could
be added, but this book is designed to be an interpretative intro-
duction only. Most of the photographs, images, and maps in this
volume are drawn from our archives in Bishop’s House. I estab-
lished the archives in 2010, in the belief that our heritage had to
be preserved and our resources shared with the public.

As I reviewed the photographs and captions prepared for this
volume, I developed a better sense of where we have come from.
I was often moved by the photographs and images in this volume.
It has been said that history is a different country, but it is also a
country of which we are a part. The images sometimes surprised
me, but they were also reassuring. I have always been inspired as
I reflect on these photographs from our history, and what they say
about who we are today.

This is a book that can be read in one sitting or dipped into over
a period of time. I invite readers to reflect upon the images of our
past, for they are the prologue and continuation of our twentieth
anniversary as a province, and a source of encouragement for the
years to come.

Paul Kwong
Archbishop of Hong Kong
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Introduction

The photographs and images presented in this volume offer a per-
spective on the history of Anglican Christianity in Hong Kong,
Macau, and mainland China. In them we see the many ways
in which the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui (HKSKH, Anglican
Church) has been at work over the last two hundred years, and
its development from the first part of the nineteenth century to
the present. Photographs from the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries are few in number, but we have tried to select images
that present a balanced look at the mission of the church during
this period. Historically, Anglicanism in Hong Kong and Macau
was related to other dioceses in mainland China, and so we have
included photographs from South China, Fujian, Shanghai, and
other places, primarily in Parts 1 and 2.

Though written with the general reader in mind, this book
should also be of interest to scholars and others looking for pho-
tographs and short descriptions of well-known historical figures
and lesser known individuals, institutions and movements, in
the history of the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui. It is published to
coincide with the twentieth anniversary (in 2018) of the forma-
tion of the Hong Kong Province, the thirty-eighth province in the
worldwide Anglican Communion.

A Historical Perspective

The history of Anglicanism in Hong Kong and Macau is bound
up with the much broader history of Christianity in China, begin-
ning with the arrival of Robert Morrison in Macau in 1807. Early
missionary work in Bible translation and evangelism, the develop-
ment of Christianity in the treaty port system, the formation of
the Chinese church, the growth of Christian institutions (schools,
colleges, and universities; hospitals and social welfare centers; the
YMCA and YWCA; and other Christian associations of various
sorts), and popular Chinese reaction against missionary activity
as evidenced in the “missionary cases” and the Boxer uprising—
these were all part of the nineteenth-century missionary system
and the range of Chinese responses. The growth of what has been
termed a “Sino-Protestant establishment” in the early twentieth
century, the Republican Revolution (1911), the May Fourth

Movement (1919) and the anti-Christian movement of the 1920s,
the emergence of indigenous Christianity, Christian involvement
in the movement for national salvation, the war against Japan,
and the civil war culminating in the establishment of the People’s
Republic of China take us through the first half of the twentieth
century. This period saw a gradual movement away from mis-
sionary Christianity towards the creation of a Chinese church.!
Anglicanism in Hong Kong and Macau were part of this history, as
our photographs show.

With the separation of the churches in mainland China from
those overseas and in Hong Kong and Macau, the HKSKH devel-
oped on its own. The denominational system in the People’s
Republic of China came to an end in 1958. Even before this,
churches on the mainland were no longer allowed to be involved
in education, social services, and medical work. But in Hong Kong
(and to a lesser extent in Macau) churches became increasingly
involved in these areas. In this regard, the HKSKH both shaped
and contributed to Hong Kong society from the 1950s onward.
With the emergence of a Hong Kong Chinese identity in the
1960s and 1970s, the colonial identity of the church increasingly
gave way to a Hong Kong hybridity, embracing both its Western
and Chinese aspects. In the transitional period culminating in
Hong Kong’s return to China in 1997, the HKSKH was led by
its first Chinese bishop. During this period and in the succeeding
decades, the church has maintained its doctrines and traditions,
but has also ventured in creative new directions. In the process,
the HKSKH has been finding its way as part of the two special
administrative regions (Hong Kong and Macau) in the People’s
Republic of China, re-establishing relationships with the church
and society on the mainland, and developing linkages in the world-
wide Anglican Communion.?

The HKSKH has been part of the history of Christianity in

China, but it also has a distinctive history of its own. Anglicanism

1. For a short history of Christianity in China, see Daniel H. Bays, A New History
of Christianity in China (Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2012).

2. On Anglican-Episcopal history in China, see Philip L. Wickeri, ed., Christian
Encounters with Chinese Culture: Essays on Anglican and Episcopal History in
China (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2015).
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may be described as an approach to the Church which is reformed
but not Protestant and catholic, but not Roman. The centrality of
liturgy, the Book of Common Prayer, the threefold order of min-
istry (deacon, priest, and bishop), and a comprehensive approach
to episcopal leadership and synodical governance distinguish the
Anglican-Episcopal tradition in Hong Kong from other Protestant
denominations. Anglicans believe in the Bible, interpreted by
reason and tradition, in their approach to faith. The HKSKH is
rooted in Hong Kong, part of China, and related to the world-
wide Anglican Communion. It has embraced an understanding of
mission in which the development of the church, education, and
social service (including medical work) are inextricably linked.

There has been a continuing tension in the history of the
HKSKH between Anglicanism as a colonial religion of power and
privilege,® by and for the British, and Anglicanism as a mission-
ary community for and with the Chinese people, an expression
of Christianity in the Chinese context. Colonial Anglicanism
provided a structure for the Church. This is to say that from the
beginning, the Anglican Church in Hong Kong was linked to the
development of the British colonial government. At the same time,
the untiring efforts of generations of British missionaries laid
the foundation for who we are today. From 1849 onward, Hong
Kong bishops sought to relate the church to Chinese culture and
society. And so the story presented here is by and large a Chinese
story. Anglicans in Hong Kong have both a close sense of attach-
ment to other Chinese Christians and strong relationships within
the Anglican Communion. Historically, Chinese Anglicans have
predominantly been low church and evangelical in faith, as have
most Chinese Protestants. But this is combined with a catholic
sense of worship and tradition, a liberal social outlook, and a deep
attachment to the Anglican Church.

The beginnings of the Anglican-Episcopal presence in China
was somewhat haphazard and diffuse. It defies systematic treat-
ment. In the nineteenth century the development of dioceses and
missionary areas in different parts of China began independently
and yet were related to one another. There was an intensive
church presence in Shanghai and Fuzhou, and to some extent in
Hong Kong and other cities, but many parts of rural China were
untouched by Anglican and Episcopal missions. The HKSKH was
related to all the British, American, Australian, and Canadian
mission societies, but the Church Missionary Society (CMS) from
England was the mother society that shaped the church in Hong
Kong and Macau. With the establishment of the Chung Hua Sheng
Kung Hui (Holy Catholic Church of China, CHSKH) in 1912,
the different strands of Anglicanism were brought together, but
even then only for the next four-and-a-half decades. The history of
Hong Kong and Macau Anglicanism after that demonstrates that

3. See Part I, “Colonialism in the Anglican Communion,” in Beyond Colonial
Anglicanism: The Anglican Communion in the Twenty-First Century, ed. Tan T.
Douglas and Pui-Lan Kwok (New York: Church Publishing, 2001).

this was the period in which the church was finally able to stand
on its own.

Structure of the Book

This book is divided into five parts. Part 1 explores the nineteenth-
century beginnings of Anglican and Episcopal missions in China
(1807-1912), from the point of view of the development of
Anglicanism in Hong Kong. The original Letters Patent establish-
ing the Diocese of Victoria gave the Bishop jurisdiction over all of
China and Japan. Nevertheless, the American Episcopal Church
mission had begun work in Shanghai five years earlier, and the
Episcopalians eventually established themselves in other cities
along the Yangzi River, as far as Hankow (Hankou, present-day
Wuhan). American Episcopalians were not in competition with
Anglicans from the CMS and for the most part, there were harmo-
nious relations and a division of labor in complementary jurisdic-
tions. The important nineteenth-century personalities, churches,
and educational institutions are introduced in this section as a
reflection of the emerging Anglican presence in China.*

Part 2 relates the history of the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui
(CHSKH) from 1912 to 1951. The Diocese of South China,
which encompassed the original Diocese of Victoria, became part
of the CHSKH. Part 2 is the longest section of the book, contain-
ing about one-third of the photographs and images. This was a tur-
bulent time of transformation and upheaval in modern China, one
during which the church tried to respond to the changes taking
place in every facet of society. New leadership came to the fore,
new dioceses were started, and new churches were built, while the
church became increasing involved in medical, social, and educa-
tional work. The CHSKH was devastated during the eight years of
the War Against Japan, and it never fully recovered. The focus of
this book is Hong Kong and South China, but Anglican develop-
ments in Shanghai and other parts of the country are presented
in photographs and maps, for these were important centers for
the development of the broader work of the CHSKH, and closely
related to developments in the Diocese of South China.

The photographs in Part 3 illustrate the history of the Diocese
of Hong Kong and Macau from 1951 to 1981. Hong Kong and
Macau became a “separated diocese” of the CHSKH in 1951.
The two cities maintained a separate existence under British and
Portuguese governance respectively, while the church on the main-
land became integrated into the social and political system of the
People’s Republic of China after 1949.° The church in Hong Kong

4. Among these institutions, St John's Cathedral in Hong Kong was central in
the history of the Diocese of Victoria. See Stuart Wolfendale, Imperial to
International: A History of St John's Cathedral, Hong Kong (Hong Kong: Hong
Kong University Press, 2013).

5. For a better understanding of this separation, see Philip L. Wickeri, ed.,
Unfinished History: Christianity and the Cold War in East Asia (Leipzig:
Evangelische Verlagsanstalt, 2016).
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tried to maintain relationships with Christians in mainland China,
but the energies of Bishop R. O. Hall and his successors were now
focused on Hong Kong and Macau. This was a period of building
and rebuilding in Hong Kong—new churches, schools, and clinics
were established.® Increasingly, Hong Kong people assumed posi-
tions of leadership in church and society. The photographs in this
section reflect the wide-ranging work of the church in Hong Kong
and Macau during this time.

Parts 4 and 5 provide a preliminary overview of the HKSKH in
the last four decades. It is a first draft of a history yet to be written.
Part 4 records Hong Kong’s transition from colonial rule to the
return to China. Bishop Peter Kong-kit Kwong, the first Chinese
diocesan bishop and later the first Archbishop, prepared for the
establishment of the new Province of the Hong Kong Sheng
Kung Hui as he continued to develop parish ministries, mission
in education and social welfare, and strengthen relations with the
church in China. Part 5 offers a glimpse of the past twenty years of
the HKSKH, under the leadership of Archbishop Peter Kwong and
Archbishop Paul Kwong. Archbishop Paul has helped the church
move in creative new directions, while continuing in the tradition
of his predecessor. Always supportive of outreach to church and
society in China, he has also deepened relations of the HKSKH
within the Anglican Communion.

Terminology and Translation

In the nineteenth century, many ecclesiastical terms were not yet
fixed, including the terms for bishop and priest. In the 1855 Prayer
Book authorized by Bishop Smith, bishop is translated as ¥: 7], so
the formal title for Bishops Smith and Alford was most likely & ].
In the first complete translation of the Prayer Book by Burdon and
Schereschewsky, the term used was . So, for Bishop Burdon
and Bishop Hoare, the formal title is ¥ . Beginning with Bishop
Lander, and continuing through Bishop Duppuy, Bishop Hall, and
Bishop Baker, as well as our assistant bishops, the title has become
. We have photos of three American Episcopal bishops as well
as Chinese bishops who are all called % In the reports of the
ten General Synods of the CHSKH, bishop is both &% and F#,
with the former used for the Bishop of Hong Kong/Victoria and
other CMS bishops. % was sometimes used informally to speak
of all bishops, even in some of our HKSKH publications.

In this book we are always using #fili for priest. In the
nineteenth-century prayer books, the term is either #fifi or %
fili. Priest is rendered as % in the twentieth century up until
1981, although it is interchangeable with #fffi. In the nineteenth
century, the term used for deacon was &%, and this term has
been used ever since.

6. Moira M. W. Chan-Yeung, The Practical Prophet: Bishop Ronald O. Hall of
Hong Kong and His Legacies (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2015).

After the founding of the CHSKH in 1912, the Diocese of
Victoria held what may have been its first Diocesan General
Synod. The name had been established in 1849, when the diocese
included all of China plus Japan. After 1912, the Diocese of Victoria
was still used, but because the diocese included Guangdong, part
of Guangxi, Guizhou, and Yunnan, it was also called Diocese of
South China (¥F§%(&). In Chinese the diocese was sometimes
called the Kong-Yuet Diocese (#'8#[#). The terms were inter-
changeable, even in official reports, and there was no accepted
standard. In the first through the eighth CHSKH General Synod
reports, the bishop is listed as Bishop of Victoria. In the ninth
report (1937), Bishop R. O. Hall is listed as the Bishop of Hong
Kong, in the tenth report (1947) he is listed as the Bishop of
South China. There is some controversy about the relationship
between the Dioceses of Victoria and South China, but this need
not concern us here. The formal title for the bishop in government
protocol was simply Bishop of Hong Kong.

In 1951, the new detached diocese was renamed the Diocese
of Hong Kong and Macau (##%l#) and included the territo-
ries of Hong Kong and Macau only. In 1998, the new province
was established as The Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui (FH#H#E A
), composed of the Diocese of Western Kowloon, the Diocese
of Eastern Kowloon, the Diocese of Hong Kong Island, and the
Missionary Area of Macau.

All proper names of individuals are rendered into English
using the form of transliteration known to have been used or pre-
ferred by the person. Pinyin Romanization of place names is used
throughout, except for those in Hong Kong and Macau.

The Photographs, Maps, and Images

A history such as this must necessarily be selective and incom-
plete, dependent as it is upon the availability of photographs and
images, especially from the early periods. It is always difficult to
put together this kind of history, for even the best photographs,
maps, and images can present only a partial picture of the work
of the church. They help tell the story of Anglicanism in Hong
Kong and Macau, but they can never tell the full story. Also, many
important aspects of the life of the church cannot easily be cap-
tured in photographs, for example, the movement of the liturgy;
pastoral care of the sick, the lonely, and the bereaved; an inspiring
sermon; and envisioning a social welfare project.

Most of the photographs in this book are from the HKSKH
Archives, the only repository in Asia dedicated to the collection
and preservation of Anglican and Episcopal historical materials.
Some photographs have been in Bishop’s House, the present site
of the archives, for more than a century, while others are newly
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acquired. The archives now have more than 6,000 digital images,
and the number continues to grow. In addition, there are photo-
graphs from other archives that we have been given permission
to use. The institutions and individuals from which each photo is
taken are listed separately.

The majority of photos and images are from Hong Kong,
Macau, and South China. There are also many photos from Fujian
(Fukien), which was part of the Diocese of Victoria until 1907,
and Shanghai, which has always been the most important city for
Protestant (or non-Roman) Christianity. Shanghai was also the
headquarters of the American Church Mission and, much later, of
the national office of the CHSKH. There is only one photo from
North China, and none from the dioceses in Sichuan and Western
China, with which there was little contact.

Some important aspects of our history and important people
and churches have not been included because of space limitations,

or because we have not been able to locate photographs, an inevi-
table problem in books such as this. The authors have relied on
the advice of many colleagues and friends from Hong Kong and
around the world for the selection and interpretation of materials
presented here, but they take full responsibility for the final selec-
tion of photos, and any infelicities and errors that remain.
Portraits of historical figures, churches, schools and hospitals,
group photos, and gatherings allow us to see things beyond the
printed word. They bring to life the work of the church and how
it has been involved in Chinese society. It has been said that a
picture is worth a thousand words. If that is so, then you have
before you a book of almost 200,000 words describing the history
of a Chinese Church and its tradition over the last two centuries.

Philip L. Wickeri

Ruiwen Chen
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Important Websites on the Anglican-Episcopal
Tradition in China

Archives of the Episcopal Church

http://www.episcopalarchives.org

Biographical Dictionary of Chinese Christianity (in Chinese and English)
http://www.bdcconline.net/en/

Church Missionary Society Archives

http://www.cms-uk.org/Resources/LibraryArchives/Archives/Tabld/194/
ArtMID/3826/Article]D/607/In-Birmingham.aspx

CSCA Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui Source Documents
http://anglicanhistory.org/asia/skh/

Hong Kong Baptist University, Archives of the History of Christianity in
China

http:/library.hkbu.edu.hk/sca/ahc.html

Hong Kong Government Records Office (Chinese and English)

http://www.grs.gov.hk/ws/english/home.htm

The Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui (Anglican Church) (Chinese and
English)

http://www.hkskh.org/index.aspxrlang=1

The Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui Archives (Chinese and English)

http://www.archives.hkskh.org

Lambeth Palace Library and Archives

http://www.lambethpalacelibrary.org/content/searchcollections

Shanghai Municipal Archives (in Chinese only)

http://www.archives.sh.cn

USPG Papers and Archives

http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/dept/scwmss/wmss/online/blcas/uspg.html

Yale Divinity School Library, Special Collections

http://web.library.yale.edu/divinity/special-collections
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