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Introduction
Americans, Macao and China

John E. Wills, Jr. and Paul A. Van Dyke

When we gathered in Macao in December 2008 we were constantly 
surprised by the richness of the historical connections. As soon as 
there was an independent United States, American traders set out 
by ship for China, arriving in the Pearl River Delta in 1784. The 
rapid growth of a Euro-American presence in the Pacifi c in the early 
nineteenth century owed much to the lure of trade with China and 
drew Americans across the vast continent and around Cape Horn to 
California. Jamaica, Hamburg, Calcutta, Hawaii, Lima .  .  . There 
seems to be no end of places that come into focus as we trace the 
careers and connections of Americans and others who were involved 
with Macao in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.

The fi rst chapter in this volume uses as a springboard the some-
what marginal but very well-documented participation of Caleb 
Cushing, envoy of the United States, in the great transformation of 
China’s foreign relations after the Opium War. It suggests ways in 
which the transformation of China’s maritime world between about 
1780 and 1850 requires attention to the great changes going on in 
maritime South Asia and Southeast Asia, and even to the French and 
Industrial Revolutions.

Macao and its global connections in the early nineteenth century 
were deeply entangled, as they are today, with the bigger picture of the 
global connections of the Canton Delta. Four chapters show us how 
much we still have to learn, from new sources and new questions, 
about the growing tensions in the old Canton trade and its fi nal dis-
integration in the Opium War. Jonathan Goldstein opens up for us an 
episode of crisis though not disintegration around 1820, through the 
records and experiences of one America-based trading house, namely 
Stephen Girard of Philadelphia. Recounting the building, outfi tting, 
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and commissioning of a small fl eet of vessels in the early nineteenth 
century, Goldstein outlines Girard’s China trade ventures from begin-
ning to end. By the 1820s, however, many changes were taking place 
in the trade, including new technologies, increased competition from 
private traders from India, the “Terranova incident” of 1821, and a 
great expansion of the contraband trade in the Pearl River Delta, par-
ticularly opium. By 1824, Girard had become disillusioned about the 
trade with China and ceased sending ships there. But the legacy of 
his exchanges with Macao and China endures to the present-day at 
Girard College.

A stunning piece of globalization is Stephen Davies’s account 
of one lieutenant in the Bombay Marine who wound up having to 
navigate on his own a very tricky situation in Macao waters; institu-
tionally a representative of a very ambiguous part of the British Raj 
in India, his family history draws together Jamaica, Hamburg, and 
upstate New York. Ross raised a family in Macao during the years 
that Girard was sending his ships there. In 1807, during one of his 
routine navigating trips in the Pearl River Delta, he rescued the ship 
Asia from Philadelphia (a ship Girard had previously invested in), 
which had suffered much damage from storm and run aground. Upon 
further investigation, Ross discovered that the supercargo aboard the 
Asia was his cousin. Davies’s expertise on ships and shipping is one of 
several reminders in this collection of how much we can learn from a 
wide range of specialized knowledge.

Paul A. Van Dyke continues to ask new business history questions 
of the most varied sources, here showing the commercial linkages in 
all directions among Canton, Macao, and the opium smugglers of 
the Lintin anchorage. Connecting very much with the previous two 
chapters, Van Dyke deepens the discussion of the smuggling going on 
in the delta, showing more clearly the connections between the rice 
trade and the opium trade, of which Girard, Ross, and everyone else 
trading with China would have been well aware. Americans were very 
closely connected to the smuggling networks that ran through Macao, 
Whampoa, and later, Lintin Island. Van Dyke retraces the operations 
of each of these networks showing how Americans contributed to this 
illicit activity, and why Lintin Island rose to prominence in the 1820s.

Frederic D. Grant, Jr.’s chapter is one of the most surprising in 
this collection, combining fresh sources and his own legal expertise to 
show the great Hong merchants suing their American debtors in U.S. 
courts, apparently coached in legal procedure by the Britons to whom 
the Hongs owed huge sums. Grant’s recounting of the legal case 
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between the Canton merchant Conseequa and the Philadelphian 
Benjamin Wilcocks provides many fresh insights and brings the 
entanglements of global trade, including opium, into yet another 
complicated vortex of interactions. These chapters are what make the 
archive-grubbing hard work of the historian its own reward.

The next chapter by Michael Block takes us across the Pacifi c to 
explore some of the infl uences that the interactions with Macao and 
China were having on Americans. Working within the sources and 
questions of U.S. history, Block makes a strong and novel case for the 
role the China trade played in the American push towards California. 
It will be diffi cult to play tourist in Monterey again without think-
ing of Commodore Thomas Ap Catesby Jones’s forces storming the 
Spanish fort even though the Spanish already had surrendered, then 
withdrawing the next day when he learned that the United States 
and Spain were not at war after all. What was happening in Macao 
and the Pearl River Delta was indeed having its effects on events and 
politics in America. Block shows China looming large in the minds of 
Americans who used the Sino-American trade as one of the primary 
justifi cations for capturing California from the Spanish.

A very important change around 1800 in the network of European 
and American connections linking the continents was that ladies, not 
just the occasional woman of dubious reputation, began taking long 
sea voyages. Some accompanied their ship-captain husbands, kept 
decent quarters aboard, and helped manage the shipping operation. 
More settled in some commercial or colonial outpost, raised a family 
and managed a household, and often helped manage their husbands’ 
business ventures. Important forms of intercultural interaction 
declined as the gentlemen had to abandon their “pillow dictionaries” 
of Bengali or Indonesian and live respectable segregated lives.

The chapters of Isabel Morais and Susan E. Schopp show us how 
much we can learn from the different angles of vision and leisure 
to write diaries and long letters of some of these ladies. None of 
them, to be sure, was free of Euro-American attitudes of superior-
ity. Isabel Morais’s Henrietta Hall Shuck was a pioneer in crusading 
against the trade on female slaves which had been going on in Macao 
for a very long time. Protestant infl uences in Macao, of which not a 
few Americans were involved, included promoting female education 
and establishing schools for girls. Although many of these efforts by 
Shuck and others had no lasting results, they contributed, in their 
own ways, to the many layers of infl uences and exchanges that com-
plicated China’s foreign relations.
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Schopp reminds us that the ladies in Macao in the early 1800s 
stand at the beginning of a striking line of acute observers of pre-
revolutionary China. Protestant missionaries very frequently had 
wives and families. The wives had to be dedicated to the enterprise 
if they were to cope at all with the strangeness of China. Some of 
them started schools for Chinese girls, and became, despite their own 
very traditional understandings of gender roles, role models for young 
Chinese women seeking a place in the public sphere.1 Schopp’s Sarah 
Pike Conger was unusually well placed and well educated, a college 
graduate and the wife of the U.S. minister to Beijing, and a remarka-
bly open-minded and perceptive observer. Her published letters were 
an important piece of a remarkable wave of publishing about China 
after the Boxer troubles. But Mrs. Conger still was isolated from the 
Chinese, quite unlike the last two of Schopp’s fi gures, Pearl Buck, 
whose fi rst language was Chinese, and Ruth Hemenway, who ran a 
medical mission station in rural Fujian on her own, 1924–1937. For 
each of these women, and for such very different contemporaries of 
theirs as Emily Hahn2 and Agnes Smedley,3 the outsider status of an 
intelligent woman in a world in which very few women had any real 
power outside the family, contributed a great deal to their distance 
from Western prejudices and their sympathies for the struggles of the 
Chinese people.

In the fi nal chapter, Vincent Wai-kit Ho shows us that Macao 
had a small place in the fi rst stages of formal Western diplomacy in 
China after the Opium War, in the form of consuls and vice-con-
suls of the United States, sometimes part-time and always, in their 
telling, underpaid. And then in the middle of these apparently mar-
ginal stories we fi nd a global dimension in the form of the confl icts of 
these consuls with the Spanish consul over the shipment of coolies 
to Cuba. In the wake of the general suppression of the Atlantic slave 
trade from Africa, the recruiting of indentured labor from China and 
India, often under very unpleasant and repressive conditions, was 
transforming the ethnic map of places as diverse as Cuba, Guyana, 
Fiji, and Mauritius. When, as in all these chapters, it is combined 
with fresh perspectives on the origins of the intricately interdepend-
ent world that links Macao and the United States today, delight and 
relevance walk hand in hand.

This collection of chapters on Americans, Macao and China covers 
a vast array of topics and peoples. But a theme that runs through 
all of them is the importance of China in the minds of Americans, 
and the role Macao played in all of these Sino-American exchanges. 
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Americans infl uenced the history of China, the Pearl River Delta, and 
Macao, as much as China infl uenced and shaped the lives of Girard, 
Ross, Wilcocks, Shuck, and the many other personages discussed 
in these chapters. The interweaving of the global, the local, and the 
personal begun in Wills’s opening chapter continues throughout the 
collection.
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Chapter 3
1 See Philip Chadwick Foster Smith, The Empress of China (Philadelphia: 

Philadelphia Maritime Museum, 1984), p. 3.
2 See Jonathan Goldstein, Philadelphia and the China Trade 1682–1846 

(University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1978), p. 17. 
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Kingston, Jamaica and Rossie, Forfar 1745–1816, with a sketch of the 
career of Captain Daniel Ross, FRS, Bombay Marine, later Indian Navy 
1780–1849, unpublished typescript, Montrose Public Library (M.A. 
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avoided the noose. See John Sugden, Nelson, a Dream of Glory (London: 
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of Dunninald, member of Parliament (in London) for Forfar Burghs, an 
EIC director and an extremely powerful London businessman. David 
Scott had a relation, Lt. Robert Scott, in the Bombay Marine in 1799. 
British Library (BL): India Offi ce Records (IOR) H/730, index to letters 
of April 1797–November 1799, p. 79.
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8 “Pre-eminent (amongst fi nanciers in Hamburg) was John Parish 
of England (sic—he was born in Dundee, Scotland!), who had the 
greatest banking house in Germany in 1800 . . .” Charles Poor 
Kindleberger, A Financial History of Western Europe (New York: Oxford 
University Press US, 1993). See also http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/
John_Parish_(Kaufmann).

9 “The American Consulate in Hamburg was established as one of the fi rst 
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Lawrence Plaindealer (October 28, 1930/1931) at http://northcountry.
bobsterner.com/Canton%20Payson%20History.htm. 

12 For the family data, see Butterfi eld, Hercules Ross of Kingston.
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14 guns, see Shipping and Ship Building in India, a Check List of Ship 
Names (London: India Offi ce Records, 1995); C. R. Lowe, History of 
the Indian Navy (1613–1863), 2 vols. (London: Royal Naval Museum 
Portsmouth/London Stamp Exchange; reprint of the 1877 ed.), with 
index by Capt. Douglas-Morris, ii, pp. 459, 597.

14  Jean Sutton, Lords of the East, the East India Company and Its Ships 
1600–1874 (London: Conway Maritime, 2000), p. 127 says the earliest 
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the Indian west coast gurab (a Marathi term), anglicized as “grab” and 
both a corruption of the Arabic ghorab. It was originally a two- or three-
masted galley but, by the late eighteenth century, had become a catch-all 
classifi er (see Henry Yule & A. C. Burnell, Hobson-Jobson, a Glossary of 
Colloquial Anglo-Indian Words and Phrases, 2nd ed., ed. William Crooke, 
1903, reprint, fwd Anthony Burgess (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 
1985), p. 391). Informally in the mid-nineteenth century the “Grab 
Service” was used by some as a witty double entendre, given a rumored 
propensity of the Marine’s personnel for always being anxious to grab all 
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they could when they could. See also Lowe, History of the Indian Navy, i, 
Ch. II.

15 Admiral Rainier, commander-in-chief of the Royal Naval East India 
Station 1794–1805, commented that of the 100 Bombay Marine offi c-
ers and 1000 seamen, more than half the latter were lascars and of the 
Europeans less than half were English—though going on the lists still 
existent in India Offi ce Records (L/MAR series), this was a gross exagger-
ation. What he really meant is indicated by a later commander-in-chief 
of the station, Rear Admiral William O’Brien Drury (1804–1811) report-
edly saying, “whatever their qualities of seamanship might be, they are 
mongrels, not gentlemen.” See Agnes Butterfi eld, Captain Daniel Ross, 
FRS of the Bombay Marine, Later Indian Navy, 1780–1849, a Sketch 
of His Career, typescript, signed 1982, archives of the Royal Society of 
London, RACTS X473/19, p. 2—where with respect to the fi rst refer-
ence Butterfi eld is purportedly quoting C. Northcote Parkinson, Trade 
in Eastern Seas, 1793–1813 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
1937), p. 48 attributing both observations to Drury, though in fact only 
the second is and even that may be more likely to refer to the offi cers of 
the Company’s Maritime Service (i.e. the offi cers of the Indiamen) for 
which see Parkinson, Trade in Eastern Seas, p. 196.  
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at the head of the Persian Gulf, via Aleppo to the Gulf of Iskanderun 
on the Mediterranean, called direct because it was accessible to sailing 
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was via the Red Sea to any of Berenice, Quseir, or Suez, whence to 
the Nile and then downstream to Alexandria, but was impracticable in 
the winter months because of the strong and almost incessant adverse 
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17 A look at a summary map in Admiral Sir Archibald Day’s compendious 
account of the Royal Navy’s Surveying Service in the nineteenth century 
shows that by the 1830s it was to the EIC—which means almost wholly 
the work of the Bombay Marine—that Western hydrography owed the 
vast majority of its detailed knowledge of all of the coasts of the Red 
Sea, coast of Arabia, Persian Gulf, India, Burma, Southeast Asia and 
the China Seas as well as much of Papua New Guinea and elsewhere. 
See Archibald Day, The Admiralty Hydrographic Service 1795–1919 
(London: HMSO, 1967), between pp. 48–49.

18 BL: IOR Canton Consultations, G/12/153, p. 39.
19 See Dian H Murray, Pirates of the South China Coast, 1790–1810 (Palo 

Alto: Stanford University Press, 1987); Robert J. Antony, Like Froth 
Floating on the Sea: The World of Pirates and Seafarers in Late Imperial 
South China (China Research Monograph) (Berkeley: University of 
California Institute of East Asian Studies, 2003). 
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20 The Dezembargador, today an appeal court judge, was Macao’s senior 
qualifi ed crown magistrate—effectively the senior judicial offi cer—and 
the Senate (Leal Senado) the advisory body to the Governor although 
in Macao its particular importance was that it was with the Senate that 
the Chinese authorities dealt, not with the governor (see C. R. Boxer, 
The Portuguese Seaborne Empire 1415–1825 (Harmondsworth: Penguin 
Books, 1969), p. 288 and Glossary p. 389 for Dezembargador).

21 H. B. Morse, The Chronicles of the East India Company trading to China, 
5 vols. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1926–1929), Vol. 2, p. 33. Butterfi eld 
makes a great deal more of this incident, claiming that by entering the 
Taypa [Taipa anchorage] Ross made the Portuguese “furious,” demand-
ing he leave at once and refusing him permission to return for supplies 
“for many months.” She describes how the Committee tried to persuade 
the Portuguese via the value of Ross’s survey work and when that did 
not work, suggested an embargo on Portuguese ships from British-
controlled ports in India until Goa told Macao authorities to behave; see 
Butterfi eld, Captain Daniel Ross, pp. 6–7. 

22 Hailingshan Dao near Yangjiang, Guangdong Province at 21°38’N, 
111°54’E.

23 A similar situation holds today off Somalia. There too, inadequate local 
coastal law enforcement, coastal poverty, commercial willingness to pay 
ransoms, and hesitant foreign interventions led piracy to balloon. The 
victims are slow, low freeboard ships, not today’s Indiamen, the large, 
fast, high freeboard container liners.

24 “The ships were small, few being of fi ve hundred tons burden. The 
‘Eliza,’ in which Sturgis fi rst went to the Northwest Coast, was one 
hundred thirty-six tons, and some of Cleveland’s voyages were made in 
vessels of less than fi fty tons.” Kenneth Scott Latourette, “The History 
of Early Relations between the United States and China 1784–1844,” 
in Transactions of the Connecticut Academy of Arts and Sciences (New 
Haven: Yale University Press, August 1917), Vol. 22, p. 46.

25 Latourette, “The History of Early Relations,” p. 49. 
26 This problem was one the Select Committee specifi cally singled out in a 

letter to the governor in council in Bombay dated  June 17, 1807 point-
ing out the diffi culty for survey work of Antelope not having a home base 
and asking for pressure to be brought to bear on the Portuguese authori-
ties in Goa to enable Ross’s ship to have the “indispensible convenience 
of occasionally frequenting the harbour of the Taypa.” BL: IOR Canton 
Consultations, G/12/153, p. 70, para. 3, for year 1806.

27 Morse, The Chronicles of the East India Company, p. 33.
28 During the Napoleonic Wars, for example, we know that British whalers 

were issued with Letters of Marque in order to legitimate any prize 
taking or other belligerent action against the vessels of the French and 
their allies.
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29 I am indebted to a private communication from Paul A. Van Dyke for 
this perspective.

30 Latourette, “The History of Early Relations,” pp. 48–49.
31 Amasa Delano, A Narrative of Voyages and Travels, in the Northern and 

Southern Hemispheres comprising three voyages round the world; together 
with a voyage of survey and discovery, in the Pacifi c Ocean and Oriental 
Islands (Boston: E. G. House, 1817), pp. 43–197.

32 BL: IOR Canton Consultations, G/12/153, dispatch of July 22, p. 94.
33 Latourette, “The History of Early Relations,” p. 51.
34 The consultation of September 13, 1806 noted that an intended survey 

of the Paracels would require more than just one ship. BL: IOR Canton 
Consultations, G/12/153, p. 112. In a later entry concerning the even-
tual purchase of a second ship an entry reads “. . . the Antelope (whose 
build prevents her stowing suffi cient (stores) for more than 3 or 3 ½ 
months)” (p. 211) and later pronouncing that the Antelope was “singly 
incompetent for the purposes of the survey, would remain in their hands 
a heavy, and in great measure, useless charge . . .” (p. 225). 

35 Frederick Marryat, Newton Forster: or, The Merchant Service (London: J. 
M. Dent and Co., 1832), Ch. XLI, p. 238.

36 Morse, The Chronicles of the East India Company, Vol. 2, pp. 33–34.
37 BL: IOR Canton Consultations, G/12/153, pp. 112–113.
38 Morse, The Chronicles of the East India Company, Vol. 2 p. 33, where 

he notes, erroneously, that “. . . in November the Committee bought 
for 24,000 dollars a small English country ship at Whampoa to serve as 
tender.” The Canton Consultations, G/12/153, p. 225 makes it clear the 
initial asking price was paid.

39 Discovery (ex-Prime), cruiser/survey brig, 268 tons, 6 guns, Bombay-
built 1801–1802, in Hong Kong waters 1807–1809. The Canton 
Consultations IOR G/12/154, pp. 69–70, entry for December 10, 1806,  
in the Select Committee’s letter of instruction to Daniel Ross notes the 
ship was “. . . now named by us, and henceforward to be called the 
Discovery.” Crewing his new ship was not an easy matter, see Butterfi eld, 
Captain Daniel Ross, p. 8.

40 This proved an over-optimistic assessment. A year later, when Ross and 
Maughan were engaged in their brilliant survey of the Paracels, Ross 
noted, in respect to a rescue of some survivors of a wrecked seagoing junk 
from Guangzhou, “Owing to our bad sailing and a current against us we 
could make no way to windd and at 5h fi nding we were losing, came to in 
29 fms fi ne coral (about 5 or 6 miles from Woody Island)” and goes on 
to make it clear by inference that the Antelope was the more weatherly 
vessel! “Memoir prepared by Lieutt Ross of the Bombay Marine, on the 
subject of his Survey of the China Seas,” United Kingdom Hydrographic 
Offi ce Archives, OD150, entry for March 19/20, 1808.

41  BL: IOR, G/12/154, p. 70. 
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42 There is no record of a ship of this name either in the Bombay Marine 
or the Royal Navy. It is in any event a somewhat odd name for a warship 
and is probably a miscopying. I have not been able to identify the ship 
in question, there being no near name for which “Retreat” would be a 
mistranscription.

43 Morse, The Chronicles of the East India Company, ii, p. 85. Paul Van 
Dyke has pointed out that a signal reason for this rejection was that the 
Chinese had already contracted Portuguese help to this end, see Paul A. 
Van Dyke, The Canton Trade, Life and Enterprise on the China Coast, 
1700–1845 (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2005), p. 131. 

44 Survey of Part of the South Coast of China, in two sheets, Thien Sien 
(Tihen Pien or Tien Pack) Harbour, Hin Ling Shan (Hui Ling Shan) 
Harbour, Namo Harbour, and Plan of the Broadway to the Westward of 
Macao.

45 Morse, The Chronicles of the East India Company, vol. 2, p. 63. 
46 Morse, The Chronicles of the East India Company, vol. 2, p. 64.
47 Latourette, “The History of Early Relations,” p. 50.
48 Following standard naval history conventions, where a number appears 

after a ship’s name, it refers to the number of guns carried.
49 “On the third (of August), the American schooner . . . anchored in 

Macao Roads after a voyage of contraband trade along the western coast 
of South America”. Latourette, “The History of Early Relations,” p. 51.

50 In August 1808, Kempthorne had captured the Dutch Vlieg off Java, 
and in September 1809 Kempthorne was to lead Diana in a memorable 
action off Menado in Sulawesi against the Dutch brig Zephyr follow-
ing his escape in January in the same chase which had seen Ross and 
the Discovery taken by the French. William James, The Naval History 
of Great Britain, from the declaration of war by France in 1793, to the 
accession of George IV, a new edition, with additions and notes, and an 
account of the Burmese War and the Battle of Navarino, by Captain 
Chamier, R.N., Vol. 5 (London: Richard Bentley, 1837), pp. 183–184. 
In 1810 Kempthorne and his ship wrecked on the island of Rodriguez 
with no lives lost. See Kempthorne’s obituary in Sylvanus Urban, The 
Gentleman’s Magazine (London: John Bowyer Nichols & Son, new series 
Vol. IV, July–December 1835), p. 91.

51 British Barbarity and Piracy!!, The Leopard Outspotted or Chesapeake 
Outrage Outdone, Boston, March 25, 1808, accessed at http://www.
vialibri.net/item_pg/2155944-1808-war-broadside-narrative-the-chesa-
peake-leopard-affair-precursor-the-war.htm. 

52 Latourette here ascribes to Edmund Fanning’s Voyages a description of 
the incident. He does not cite the edition he is referring to, but in the 
fi rst edition of 1834 the only detail on China dates to 1798, see Edmund 
Fanning, Voyages Round the World; with selected sketches of voyages to 
the South Seas, North and South Pacifi c Oceans, China, etc., performed 
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under the command and agency of the author (London: O. Rich, 1834). 
Fanning never appears to have visited China in 1807.

53 A. T. Mahan, Sea Power in Its Relations to the War of 1812, 2 vols. 
(London: Sampson Low, Marston for the Cambridge University Press, 
1905), Ch. 1 passim.

54 BL: IOR Canton Consultations G/12/160, pp. 57–63. Chuenpi was also 
known as “Anson’s Bay,” located in the entrance of the Pearl River at 
Bocca Tigris (Humen ). Fuller details of this trade can be found in 
Leonard Blussé and Cynthia Viallé, The Deshima Dagregisters, Vol. 11, 
Intercontinenta Series XXIII (Leiden, 2005).

55 BL: IOR Canton Consultations G/12/160, pp. 57–63.
56 Morse, The Chronicles of the East India Company, i. p. 66. The record and 

Butterfi eld (p. 7) show that Ross got into a lot hotter water than Morse’s 
account argues. The Committee’s instructions had been unambiguous, 
so “his attempt to detain a vessel under Neutral Colours and within the 
limits likewise asserted to be neutral was a breach of Instructions which 
the grossest misapprehension cannot excuse . . .”, though evidently 
Ross’s other qualities spoke for him because the Committee noted that 
they were happy to rely “that the expression of our decided disappro-
bation of Lieutenant Ross’s conduct on the occasion will prevent any 
repetition.” But that did not matter because Bombay took a dim view 
anyway expressing “high displeasure” and giving the Committee carte 
blanche to dismiss Ross if, in the light of continued Portuguese dis-
pleasure, it so chose. Luckily for Daniel Ross the Select Committee let 
things rest. See also BL: IOR F/4/251/5614 and IOR F/4/295/6802 for 
relevant papers. BL: IOR Canton Consultations G/12/160, pp. 52–63, 
97–100 have a clear exposition of the affair and of Daniel Ross’s fairly 
reasonable defense.

57 John Scofi eld, Hail, Columbia, Robert Gray, John Kendrick & the Pacifi c 
Fur Trade (Oregon Historical Society Press, 1993), Ch. 4. Both were 
small ships, the Columbia 83’ on deck and the Lady Washington 60’.

58 Latourette, “The History of Early Relations,” pp. 31–33. See also 
Delano, A Narrative of Voyages and Travels, pp. 399–400.

59 John Kendrick is credited with having discovered Hawaii’s sandalwood 
(santalum album) on his fi rst visit in 1791. At the time the main export 
source for the wood was India, where the wood was highly valued. The 
wood was also much sought after in China and was a high value import. 
With sea otter pelts and sandalwood aboard, Kendrick thought he had a 
cargo with a sure market. As things turned out, life was more diffi cult, 
see Scofi eld, Hail, Columbia, Robert Gray, Ch. 12. 

60 Latourette, “The History of Early Relations,” p. 48, refers to this danger 
specifi cally with respect to American vessels: “The China seas were 
very stormy, and although no cases of actual shipwreck are on record, 
occasional typhoons wrought havoc, especially as the Americans, unlike 
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the earlier Europeans, persisted in coming at all seasons of the year.” 
Scofi eld explicitly claims typhoon damage but then fails to note the 
repairs in Hong Kong, placing them instead in Macao (Hail, Columbia, 
Robert Gray, p. 297).

61 Dalrymple was made hydrographer in 1779, a post he held until his death 
in 1808, having concurrently been the fi rst holder of the newly created 
post of hydrographer on the Navy from 1795, see G. S. Ritchie, The 
Admiralty Chart, British Naval Hydrography in the Nineteenth Century 
(London: Hollis & Carter, 1967), pp. 18–19, 97. An early version of the 
directions appeared in Alexander Dalrymple’s A Collection of Charts and 
Memoirs, Memoirs of the Chart of Part of the Coast of China (London, 
1771), which reproduced Kendrick’s original instructions for fi nding 
Aberdeen.

62 This is possibly the same Asia, 292 tons, that was sent to China in 1787 
by a consortium of seventeen Philadelphia investors under Capt. John 
Barry, which was the fi rst Philadelphia built ship to make the voyage, 
see Goldstein, Philadelphia and the China Trade, p. 35. Far from merely 
being worthy of a passing mention as a ship’s captain who was engaged 
in the China trade, John Barry is one of America’s most famous seaman 
and thought to be the father of the U.S. Navy, not least since he held 
Commission Number One, dated June 4, 1794. He died in 1803, see 
http://www.ushistory.org/people/commodorebarry.htm. 

63 For Philip Maughan’s award see his letter to the secretary of the Royal 
Geographical Society, July 3, 1840, where he describes the incident as 
one of the two outstanding events of his years of service with Ross in the 
China Seas—the other was the rescue of 400 wrecked Chinese passen-
gers of a junk wrecked on the Paracels quoted in Butterfi eld, Hercules 
Ross of Kingston, p. 85 and Butterfi eld, Captain Daniel Ross, pp. 10–11. I 
owe my knowledge of the cup and its fate to Mrs. Elizabeth Glentworth, 
one of Ross’s descendants through one of his daughters.

64 Greyhound (32) built 1783 at Mistlythorn, wrecked 1808. Capt. 
Pakenham perished in the Saldanha frigate at the entrance to 
Loughswilly on December 4, 1811.

65 Details of the action given in report at IOR/F/4/366/9146. Summary 
also gives the date of the action as January 17, 1809.

66 Originally a French frigate, the Minerve (40), captured off Toulon in a 
sharp four frigate action on June 24, 1795 (French Minerve (40) and 
Artemise (36); British Lowestoffe (32) and Dido (28)). Became British 
Minerve (38) and served brilliantly until, under Capt. Jahleel Brenton, 
under a pilot, she ran aground off Pte. de Corries near Cherbourg on 
July 2, 1803 and was captured. Renamed Cannonière and armed en fl ute 
(i.e. primarily as a transport) with fourteen guns she was lent to the 
merchants of Mauritius to transport a valuable cargo to France. Once in 
Mauritius she was rearmed with forty-four guns, captured the Laurel and 
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then went on various privateering missions (including a bullion run to 
Acapulco from Manila!) before the action with the Diana and Discovery. 
Largely disarmed and renamed the Confi ance, she was running a valu-
able cargo back to France in 1810 when she was recaptured by the 
British on February 3 off Belle Isle and sold as prize.

67 Laurel (22) (built 1806 Bridport. Wrecked 1813) 1807 Captured 
September 1808 off Port Louis, Mauritius recaptured April 12, 1810 
off Ile de Rhe as the Espérance and  taken back into the Royal Navy as 
Laurestinus.

68 See Bombay Courier Extraordinary, Tuesday, February 21, 1809, which 
notes that Admiral Sir Edward Pellew sent the Russell () to the Straits 
of Drion and Banca and then to Batavia, while the main force of the 
Culloden (), Phaeton (), and Procris () went to the mouth of the Straits 
of Singapore in a failed attempt to intercept the French warships. The 
entry continues: “We are sorry to add, that the Discovery, Capt. Ross, 
which had been sent with the Diana under a fl ag of truce to Manilla for 
the purpose of bringing away Capt. Pakenham and the Greyhound’s men, 
had been captured by the French frigates above mentioned,—unfortu-
nately Capt. Pakenham and 150 men were on board the Discovery.”

69 The Dutch-fortifi ed camp, Meester Cornelius, was fi ve miles in circum-
ference with 280 pieces of cannon.

70 Minutes of Evidence, Second Report from the Select Committee 
appointed to consider of the means of improving and maintaining the 
Foreign Trade of the Country, Sess. 1821, (535) Vol. 6, p. 250.

71 Butterfi eld, Captain Daniel Ross, p. 9. 
72 For the more conventional marriage in Macao of Ross’s second-in-

command Philip Maughan, see Morse, The Chronicles of the East India 
Company, Vol. 1, p. 78, Vol. 2, pp. 34, 64–66, 178, 315, 327.  

73 Morse, The Chronicles of the East India Company, Vol. 1, p. 327.
74 There may have been nine or even ten children. Various records account 

for:  1. Wm. Hercules Ross (1811–1849), Capt., 30th Regt., Bengal Inf. 
killed at Chilianwala January 13, 1849; 2. (Daniel) who, if he existed, 
evidently died when a baby; 3. Robert Scott Ross, served in Indian 
Navy, said in Butterfi eld (Hercules Ross of Kingston, p. 128) to have dis-
tinguished himself in a campaign against the Malay pirates “while in 
command of a government steamer and was mentioned in Sir Thomas 
Cochrane’s despatches” and was said at the time of his death to be “a 
marine storekeeper in Calcutta.” It is not clear whether he married; 4. 
Maria (b. 1812) married Richard Mercer Lloyd (who succeeded Ross 
as marine surveyor general to the EIC in 1833), m. October 3, 1831 
when under age in the Cathedral at Fort William. She died after giving 
birth to a still-born child on  March 1, 1841 when 29; 5. Jane (date of 
birth unknown but c. 1815) married John Lloyd of the Royal Artillery; 
6. Eliza (b. c. 1818–1820) m. Calcutta, July 15, 1833 Francis Seaton 

176 Notes to pp. 46–47



(1808–1837) Capt. 66th Bengal Native Infantry. Son Francis Lambert 
Seaton, in 1851–1863 took the double-barrelled name Ross-Seaton. 
F. L. Seaton had two sons, one daughter. Francis Daniel Ross-Seaton 
b. Rangoon 1881, d. Dehra Dun in 1954, no issue, the others were W. 
A. Seaton and Ethel Seaton who presented the prize cup to the Royal 
Society; 7. Annie married a Charles Thatcher, Esq., in Bycullah on April 
18, 1837; 8. Juliana, 1821–1829; 9. Frances Elizabeth, 1827–1833; 10. 
Charlotte Emma, 1829–1833.  

75 Butterfi eld, Hercules Ross, p. 128.
76 See Dhurba Ghosh, Sex and the Family in Colonial India: The Making of 

Empire (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2nd ed., 2006), pp. 8, 
11, 253.

Chapter 4
1 Lau Fong and Zhang Wenqin  (eds.), Qingdai Aomen Zhongwen 

dang’an huibian  (A Collection of Qing Chinese 
Documents Concerning Macao), 2 vols. (Macao: Aomen Jijin Hui 

, 1999), 1, nos. 242–247; Hosea Ballou Morse, The Chronicles of the 
East India Company Trading to China, 1635–1834, 5 vols. (Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard University Press, 1926; reprint, Taipei: Ch’eng-wen Publishing 
Co., 1966), 3, pp. 208, 236–239; and National Archives, The Hague 
(NAH): Canton 101, August 20, 1814, and the following dates in 1815: 
January 1, March 25, May 20, June 1 and 15, August 27, September 10, 
and December 21.

2 During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Portuguese traders 
usually did not have their own building (factory) in Canton, but 
there were exceptions. In 1748, for example, a Swedish map shows a 
“Portuguischist Factorie” next to the building the Swedes rented on the 
riverfront. Stockholm: Library of the Royal Academy of Sciences (KVB, 
Kungliga Vetenskaps-akademiens Bibliotek), J. F. Dalman, “Dagbok 
under resan från Giötheborg til Canton 1748–1749,” map entitled 
“Cantons Förstad.”

3 For the Portuguese smuggling gold out of China, which they purchased 
from Canton merchants and which would have travelled via the Macao 
network, see A. J. R. Russel-Wood, “An Asian Presence in the Atlantic 
Bullion Carrying Trade, 1710–50,” Portuguese Studies, vol. 17 (2001), 
pp. 148–167. Hunter mentioned that compradors regularly shipped 
private merchandise on passage boats between Canton and Macao; see 
William Hunter, The “Fan Kwae” at Canton before Treaty Days 1825–
1844 (London: 1882; reprint, London, 1885; London, 1911; Shanghai: 
Mercury Press, 1938), p. 55. There are other references that mention 
foreigners and Chinese smuggling goods between the two cities.

4 Portuguese records from Macao provide very little information about 
Portuguese activities at Canton, and almost nothing about the Chinese 
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merchants with whom they traded. But other foreigners, such as the 
English, Dutch, Swedes, and Danes regularly recorded Portuguese 
comings and goings at Canton and Macao.

5 In September and October 1764, for example, the Canton porcelain 
dealers, Suchin, Chinqua, Lisjoncon, and Pinqua had their cargo boats 
conscripted to transport the new governor-general’s luggage to Canton. 
The porcelain the boats were carrying had to be unloaded on the spot 
to make room for the luggage, which resulted in a long delay in those 
products arriving at Canton. Cynthia Viallé and Paul A. Van Dyke, The 
Canton-Macao Dagregisters, 1764 (Macao: Macau Cultural Institute, 
2009), p. 215.

6 Compradors and other servants, for example, regularly carried private 
merchandise aboard these passage boats, and they went back and forth 
between the two cities whenever their foreign employers, Chinese mer-
chants or government offi cials summoned them. They needed to obtain 
a permit for the boat to pass the tollhouses, which would require spon-
sorship from one of those persons, but the Chinese servants could then 
traverse the river without their employers being aboard. For one example 
of the Dutch supercargoes in Canton receiving letters from their com-
prador, who had arrived from Macao, see NAH: Canton 86, August 3, 
1777. There are many other examples of these servants, and Portuguese 
and Chinese merchants, travelling back and forth between the two cities 
in the English, Dutch, and Swedish East India companies’ records. See 
also Paul A. Van Dyke, The Canton Trade: Life and Enterprise on the 
China Coast, 1700–1845 (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 
2005), p. 187 n. 40.

7 Merchants’ Magazine, vol. 10 (1844), “The Chinese Smuggling-Boats,” 
pp. 161–163.

8 For a summary of the issues presented in these paragraphs, see Van 
Dyke, The Canton Trade. 

9 British Library (BL): India Offi ce Records (IOR), L/MAR/B/642D 
Haeslingfi eld 1742–4, October 30-1 and November 1–2, 1743.

10 For a couple examples of the Dutch exporting goods to Batavia on 
Portuguese ships, see NAH: VOC 4386, January 1, 1761, p. 152 and 
Canton 86, January 10 and 12, 1778.

11 Paul A. Van Dyke, “Port Canton and the Pearl River Delta, 1690–1845” 
(unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Southern California, 
2002), pp. 447–453; and NAH: VOC 4556, entries under “Gewigten” 
and “Macau.”

12 Morse, Chronicles, 2, pp. 85–86.
13 Morse, Chronicles, 2, pp. 85–86; and Samuel Wells Williams, A Chinese 

Commercial Guide, Containing Treaties, Tariffs, Regulations, Tables, etc., 
Useful in the Trade to China & Eastern Asia; with an Appendix of Sailing 
Directions for Those Seas and Coasts (Canton: Chinese Repository, 
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1856; 5th ed., Hong Kong: A. Shortrede & Co., 1863; reprint, Taipei: 
Ch’eng-wen Publishing Co., 1966), p. 281.

14 Van Dyke, The Canton Trade, p. 221 n. 80. Several maps from the period 
show clearly the location of Lark’s Bay on the southwest side of Hengqin 
Island. The name “Lark’s Bay” may have come from a ship by that name 
which anchored there in 1786: “The Lark Snow Capt. Wm. Peters from 
Bengal anchored in a Bay near the Typa”; BL: IOR, G/12/82, June 11, 
1786, p. 21.

15 Charles Marjoribanks, Letter to the Right Hon. Charles Grant, President 
of the Board of Controul, on the Present State of British Intercourse with 
China (London: J. Hatchard and Son, 1833), pp. 17–18.

16 Van Dyke, The Canton Trade, see introduction and conclusion.
17 For a more detailed explanation of the procedures of trading at 

Whampoa, see Van Dyke, The Canton Trade.
18 Smuggling was common among even the most wealthy and reputed mer-

chants in Canton down to the smallest operators. Van Dyke, The Canton 
Trade, pp. 118–128.

19 A list of some of the tidewaiters connivance fees to allow goods to be 
smuggled in and out of Canton can found in John Robert Morrison, 
A Chinese Commercial Guide, Consisting of A Collection of Details 
Respecting Foreign Trade in China (1st ed., Canton: Albion Press, 1834), 
p. 30.

20 Van Dyke, The Canton Trade, pp. 127–134; and “Memorials Addressed 
to Her Majesty’s Government, by British Merchants Interested in the 
Trade with China. Presented to both Houses of Parliament by Command 
of Her Majesty, August, 1840,” letter addressed to Andrew Henderson 
and G. G. de Larpent dated October 21, 1839, pp. 18–20, in Papers 
Relative to the Establishment of a Court of Judicature in China, for the 
Purpose of Enabling the British Superintendents of Trade to Exercise a 
Controul over the Proceedings of British Subjects, in Their Intercourse 
with Each Other and with the Chinese (London: J. Harrison & Son, 
1838–40).

21 Rigsarkivet, Copenhagen (RAC): Ask 956, see entries in 1784 dated 
October 17, November 14, 16, 21, 23, 30, and December 3, 12, 18, 29.

22 For a couple of extensive studies on the rise of piracy in Pearl River 
Delta in the 1790s and early 1800s, see Robert J. Antony, Like Froth 
Floating on the Sea. The World of Pirates and Seafarers in Late Imperial 
South China. (Berkeley: Institute of East Asian Studies, 2003); and 
Dian H. Murray, Pirates of the South China Coast 1790–1810 (Stanford: 
Stanford University Press, 1987). 

23 Van Dyke, “Port Canton”, pp. 460–522; and Van Dyke, The Canton 
Trade, pp. 128–9.

24 One of these warehouse vessels was the small Danish ship Fredriks 
Nagor and another was the private English ship Nancy. NAH: Canton 
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97, August 17, 1797; and BL: IOR, G/12/118, July 14, 1797, p. 58, 
G/12/122, p. 174, G/12/126, p. 236, and G/12/134, pp. 48–51. In 
the 1830s, “outside” Chinese merchants in Canton (not usually Hong 
merchants) were arranging the smuggling of goods in and out Canton, 
Whampoa, and Lintin. Marjoribanks, Letter to the Right Hon. Charles 
Grant, pp. 15–16; Jeremiah N. Reynolds, Voyage of the United States 
Frigate Potomac under the Command of Commodore John Downes, 
during the Circumnavigation of the Globe, in the Years 1831, 1832, 1833, 
and 1834 (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1835), p. 353; The Select 
Circulating Library (Philadelphia: Adam Waldie, 1838), p. 354; and tes-
timony of John Argyle Maxwell in England and America: A Comparison 
of the Social and Political State of Both Nations, ed. Edward Gibbon 
Wakefi eld (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1834), pp. 165–166.

25 Van Dyke, The Canton Trade, pp. 64–66.
26 BL: IOR, G/12/216, July 21, 1819, p. 72; and Morse, Chronicles, 3, 

p. 355.
27 BL: IOR, G/12/216, July 26, 1819, p. 74.
28 BL: IOR, G/12/216, August 25, 1819, p. 93.
29 David Abeel, Journal of a Residence in China, and the Neighboring 

Countries from 1829 to 1833 (New York: Leavitt, Lord & Co., 1834), 
p. 47. Coconut trees and other plants were introduced to Lintin in 
the 1820s to help supply the fl eet at anchor with the provisions they 
needed. W. W. Wood, Sketches of China: with Illustrations from Original 
Drawings (Philadelphia: Carey & Lea, 1830), p. 38. Wood also men-
tioned there were several springs on the island for fresh water.

30 In 1799, an offi cial investigation of the contraband trade found that 
pilots were smuggling opium in their boats; see Morse, Chronicles, 2, 
pp. 344–346. Rather than stopping this trade, the knowledge resulted 
in pilots being continual targets of offi cials anxious to benefi t from the 
contraband; see Canton Register, August 23, 1828, pp. 132–133, article 
entitled “Pilots and Compradors.” Despite (or perhaps because of) the 
impositions, pilots continued to be a channel through which opium 
and contraband entered China; see Canton Register, March 24, 1835, 
pp. 47–48, article entitled “Edict Issued from the Hoppo’s Offi ce.”

31 Morse, Chronicles, 3, pp. 354–359. 
32 Foreigners tried to hire Chinese seamen throughout the eighteenth 

century, to replace European sailors who had died but Chinese were 
unwilling to go. It was not until the 1780s that captains were success-
ful at attracting Chinese sailors to serve aboard foreign ships, which 
coincides with advances in foreign shipping in Asia and a correspond-
ing decline in the competitiveness of Chinese junks in Southeast Asian 
trade. As the junk trade began to decline, Chinese seamen were dis-
placed and began seeking employment aboard foreign ships. Paul A. Van 
Dyke, “Operational Effi ciencies and the Decline of the Chinese Junk 
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Trade in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries: The Connection,” 
in Shipping Effi ciency and Economic Growth 1350–1800, ed. Richard 
Unger (Leiden: Brill, 2011), pp. 223–246.

33 From the 1780s onward, references appear in the foreign archives to 
ships picking up Chinese sailors at Lintin and other places in the delta, 
and dropping them off at various locations when they returned to the 
lower delta and before proceeding upriver to Whampoa. For a few exam-
ples of Danish, British, and Dutch ships employing Chinese sailors, see 
RAC: Ask 948; John Meares, Voyages Made in the Years 1788 and 1789, 
from China to the North West Coast of America (London: Logographic 
Press, 1790; reprint, Amsterdam: Da Capo Press, 1967), p. 10; NAH: 
Canton 54, Resolution no. 6, dated September 13, 1792 and Canton 96, 
January 19 and 29, 1795.

34 For examples of American ships employing Chinese sailors, see Phillips 
Library, Peabody Essex Museum (PEM): Log of Ship Massachusetts 
1790–1793; and Dick A. Wilson, “King George’s Men: British Ships 
and Sailors in the Pacifi c Northwest-China Trade, 1785–1821” (unpub-
lished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Idaho, 2004), p. 92.

35 Morse, Chronicles, 3, p. 359.
36 Massachusetts Historical Society (MHS): Samuel Cary Papers 1766–

1870, box 3, volume 19, Journal of ship Levant 1819–21, September 18 
and November 16, 1820; and Morse, Chronicles, 3, pp. 360–361, 373. 
PEM: Logbook of Ship Congress 1819–1820.

37 Morse, Chronicles, 3, p. 359. Smuggling at Whampoa was already 
common by the time Europeans arrived there in the late seventeenth and 
early eighteenth century. In 1704, for example, Lockyer recommended 
smuggling silver into Canton so gold could be smuggled out. Charles 
Lockyer, An Account of the Trade in India (London: S. Crouch, 1711), 
p. 138. The historical literature, however, contains much contradictory 
and confusing information on the contraband trade at Canton, primarily 
because there is so little information available in the documents. The 
following reference claims that the Portuguese dominated the opium 
trade before 1780 and that 1794 saw the beginning of opium ships at 
Whampoa: “The Portuguese at Macau engrossed the opium trade till 
1780, when some English merchants disposed of a small quantity, and 
established a depot to the southward of Macau [Lark’s Bay]. They were 
subjected to much annoyance, but in 1794, they sent a vessel, laden 
with about two hundred chests, to Whampoa, from which period the 
trade continued there, in the very port of Canton, till 1820, when an 
imperial edict drove the opium vessels from Whampoa; since which time 
they have remained outside the port, at Lintin, and amongst the islands 
in the mouth of the Canton river, where the contraband trade took by 
degrees, in conjunction with the Chinese smugglers, an organized form, 
which enabled the parties to set the local authorities (many of whom 
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were also bribed) at defi ance. The parties who engaged in this traffi c were 
British and Indian merchants of Calcutta and Bombay, who had agents 
at Canton, and Americans who dealt chiefl y in Turkey opium.” Article 
entitled “Opium Trade” originally published in the Asiatic Journal and 
republished in The Museum of Foreign Literature, Science, and Art, New 
Series, vol. 9, September to December 1839 and vol. 37 (Philadelphia: 
E. Little & Co., 1839), pp. 525–534. This quotation is on page 529. We 
know now there were many other persons involved in the opium trade in 
the early years besides Portuguese including private Europeans, Chinese 
Christians and Armenians in Macao, and others. Opium was already 
being openly traded at Whampoa by the 1760s, which had nothing 
to do with Portuguese in Macao. Opium showed up in Canton in the 
1730s, 1740s, and 1750s, so 1794 was clearly not the start of that trade 
upriver. Van Dyke, The Canton Trade, pp. 120–124; Carl T. Smith and 
Paul A. Van Dyke, “Armenian Footprints in Macau,” Review of Culture, 
International Edition, no. 8 (October 2003), pp. 20–39; Carl T. Smith 
and Paul A. Van Dyke, “Four Armenian Families,” Review of Culture, 
International Edition, no. 8 (October 2003), pp. 40–50.

38 “Memorials addressed to Her Majesty’s Government” (1840), pp. 18–20.
39 For a discussion of the differences in Chinese administration above and 

below Humen, see Van Dyke, The Canton Trade, pp. 45–46, 165–166; 
and Van Dyke, “Port Canton,” pp. 40–41, 44–45, 53, 132, 136–137, 
507.  

40 In an earlier publication, I had incorrectly stated that the eastern part 
of Lintin Island was under the control of Xinhui County . Paul A. 
Van Dyke, “Smuggling Networks of the Pearl River Delta before 1842: 
Implications for Macau and the American China Trade,” Journal of the 
Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch, Vol. 50 (2010), pp. 67–97, see 
p. 81. The Xiangshan Xian Zhi, however, clearly shows that the eastern 
part of Lintin Island was under the control of Xin’an County and not 
Xinhui County. Tian Mingyao  Chong xiu Xiangshan xian zhi 

, 5 vols. (  1874; reprint, 
, 1985), vol. 1, pp. 30–31 and vol. 5, pp. 1990–1991; and 

Xiangshan sian zhi (xin xiu)  (Xiangshan County 
Gazetteer), 2 vols. (  1828; reprint, , 
1985), vol. 1, p. 650. The Guangdong Tong Zhi also shows the area east 
of Cumsingmoon and the Nine Islands to be under control of Xin’an 
County. Chen Changzhai  et al., Guangdong Tong Zhi  
(Annals of Guangdong) ( 1865; reprint, 

), vol. 3, p. 1443, map entitled “ ”
41 In 1828, Boelen mentioned war junks anchoring in a harbor on the 

northwest side of the island, while other sources reported them to be in 
a harbor on the northeast side. They perhaps used both anchorages. J. 
Boelen, Reize naar de Oost-en Westkust van Ziud-Amerika, en, van daar, 
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naar de Sandwishs-en Philippiunsche Eilanden, China enz. gedaan, in de 
jaren 1826, 1827, 1828 en 1829. Met het Koopvaardijschip: Wilhelmina 
en Maria (Amsterdam: Ten Brink and De Vries, 1836), pp. 226–227. 
Reynolds, Voyage of the United States frigate Potomac, pp. 339–340; 
and testimony of Charles Marjoribanks in England and America: A 
Comparison of the Social and Political State of Both Nations, ed. by 
Edward Gibbon Wakefi eld (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1834), pp. 
162–163.

42 War junks were also sent down from Canton, on occasion, to rid the 
delta of smugglers, but often just chased them away or ambushed them 
for a fee and let them go. For one eyewitness’s account of a war junk 
arriving at Lintin, see article entitled “Sketches of China—English 
Trade,” on pp. 230–231 in The Dublin Penny Journal (1833–34). There 
are many other such accounts.

43 Canton Register, August 23, 1828, p. 132. “The west side of the Offi ng 
at Lintin is under the Heongshan District, and the East side under 
Sunoan District. The aggrieved parties have applied to the local Offi cers 
on both sides in vain. Because the case would require the apprehension 
of the Pirates within two months on pain of dismissal from the service, 
therefore the Offi cers on neither side of the water wish to take up the 
subject.”

44 Carl Trocki, Opium, Empire and the Global Political Economy. A Study of 
the Asian Opium Trade 1750–1950 (London: Routledge, 1999), p. 95.

45 The Canton Register has numerous references to junks picking up opium 
at Lintin Island. For opium being brought to other ports in China aboard 
Chinese junks and other vessels, see Ei Murakami, “The Collapse of 
the Trade Control System of the Qing Government: The Opium Trade 
before the Opium War,” paper presented at a workshop entitled “Chinese 
Economic History in 18th–20th Century” (May 2009), London School 
of Economics and Political Science (LSE), available online at the LSE 
website.  

46 BL: IOR, G/12/76, pp. 203–205, and G/12/77, p. 59.
47 In 1786, for example, Pan Qiguan agreed with the EIC to accept bills on 

Bengal goods as payment for teas in Canton; see BL: IOR, G/12/82, p. 
116. For Baboom’s connection to Pan Changyao, see Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania (HSP): Willings and Francis Papers, “Sales of Opium 
received per the Ship Bingham” and declaration dated December 28, 
1805 and signed by Gregory M. Baboom. For an example of Barretto’s 
link to the Pans, see National Archives, The Hague (NAH): Canton 101, 
April 26, 1815. For Barretto and Baboom’s partnership and their link 
to the Bengal Assurance Society, see NAH: Canton 99, September 14, 
1807, Canton 270, doc. no. 10, Canton 271, doc. no. 9, and Canton 
272, doc. no. 9. For Barretto’s connections to Manila, see MHS: John 
and Thomas Perkins Papers “Invoice of Opium shipped by Perkins & 
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Comp. on board the American Brig Nile . . . bound for Manila” dated 
April 9, 1825, and for a member of the Baboom family operating in 
Manila, see Canton Register, October 17, 1832 and Chinese Courier, 
October 20, 1832. 

48 Canton Register, February 19, 1829, “Cultivation of Opium at Manila,” 
and March 2, 1829, “Statement of the Trade of Manila for 1828.” For 
examples of Americans shipping rice to Lintin and Whampoa, see Van 
Dyke, The Canton Trade, pp. 135–137; Rhode Island Historical Society 
(RIHS): Carrington Papers, Box 187, Ship Panther Papers 1835–1843 
and Mss 828 Logbook of Ship Lion 1832–1833; and HSP: Rulon Papers, 
Box 12, Linguist’s Reports for 1835.

49 James Holman, Travels in China, New Zealand, New South Wales, Van 
Diemen’s Land, Cape Horn, etc. etc. (London: George Routledge, 1840), 
pp. 162–163, 257. The depth of water in these harbors is mentioned 
(in fathoms or feet) on numerous maps of the nineteenth century. 
There are other references to the depths of each harbor and how to 
enter them safely. For one commonly used reference, see John W. King, 
The China Pilot (London: Hydrographic Offi ce, 1861), chapter 2 enti-
tled “Approaches to Canton River, including Hong Kong–Chu Kiang or 
Canton River, and Si Kiang or West River.”

50 Van Dyke, The Canton Trade, pp. 120–137 and Plate 37.
51 Reynolds, Voyage of the United States Frigate Potomac, p. 342.
52 Van Dyke, The Canton Trade, pp. 106–7.
53 Van Dyke, “Port Canton”, Appendixes L and AF. Conversion from taels 

to Spanish dollars was at the rate of 1 Spanish dollar equal to 0.72 taels, 
which was the exchange rate Americans used.  

54 The Penny Cyclopædia (1836), pp. 251–252; and John Francis Davis, 
The Chinese (London: Charles Knight, 1840), pp. 367–368. Some of the 
fi gures in Table 4.2 were modifi ed based on information in Van Dyke, 
The Canton Trade, pp. 66–69.  

55 Van Dyke, “Port Canton,” Appendix AG.
56 HSP: Sword Family Papers, box 1, letter to Ms. Mary Parry, dated 

February 19, 1836; The Quarterly Review (January to March 1830), pp. 
156–157; Holman, Travels in China, pp. 143, 271; and Van Dyke, The 
Canton Trade, pp. 135–137.

57 For a few examples of Hong merchants being requested by offi cials to 
ship rice to China, and to encourage foreigners to do the same, see BL: 
IOR G/12/82, September 30, 1786, p. 66 and November 14, 1786, p. 
136; and NAH: Canton 93, April 26, 1787, p. 5, Canton 100, April 1, 
1809 and Canton 271, General Report 1806, paragraph 10, pp. 1–3.

58 Van Dyke, The Canton Trade, pp. 135–137. Holman claimed that the 
port fees charged to rice ships went towards supporting the asylum for 
the blind in Canton; see Holman, Travels in China, p. 271. One captain 
bought a small quantity of rice at Lintin then went upriver with several 
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hundred chests of opium to Whampoa, where he sold it. Siwel, “Some 
notices relative to the present position of the Opium Trade in China” 
(article dated “China, June, 1838”), in The Calcutta Christian Observer, 
vol. 7 (1838), p. 519. The private Dutch merchant J. Boelen in the Ship 
Wilhelmina and Maria sailed from Macao to Manila in 1828 with the 
specifi c reason of getting a load of rice so he could take the ship upriver 
to Whampoa without paying the high fees. The ship could then sail back 
to Europe with a full cargo of Chinese products. Boelen, Reize, p. 293.

59 HSP: Sword Family Papers, Box 1, letter to Ms. Mary Parry, dated 
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