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Introduction

Cantonese Society in Hong Kong and Singapore:
Gender, Religion, Medicine and Money

Essays by Marjorie Topley

Jean DeBernardi!

This book collects the published articles of Dr. Marjorie Topley, who was
a pioneer in the field of social anthropology in the postwar period. Her
ethnographic research in Singapore and Hong Kong sets a high standard
for urban anthropology, focusing on topics that remain current and
important in the discipline.

Dr. Topley’s publications reflect her training in British social
anthropology, with its focus on fieldwork and detailed empirical
observation. She was among the first to refine and extend those methods
in the 1950s, adapting them to the study of modernizing urban settings
like Singapore and Hong Kong. Her ethnographic research on the Great

1 For support for this project in its initial stage, thanks are due to Paul Kratoska of
National University of Singapore Press and Colin Day of Hong Kong University Press.
The Social Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada provided funding for a
short period of research in Hong Kong in 2006 that allowed me to consult archival
sources and to interview longtime members of the Hong Kong Branch of the Royal
Asiatic Society (HKBRAS). Jenny Day, the Secretary of HKBRAS, assisted me in
gaining access to their records at the Hong Kong Public Records Office. Hugh Baker,
Colin Day, James Hayes, and Dan Waters shared knowledge and reminiscences that
guided me in preparation of the Introduction, as did Prof. Wang Gungwu, whom Dr.
Topley first met in Singapore in the 1950s while he was still a student, Thanks are also
due to Michael Duckworth and Dennis Cheung for guiding the manuscript through the
final publication process. Last but not least, Dr. Marjorie Topley shared reminiscences,
reprints, and photographs, and offered advice as the volume was being prepared.

For their assistance in preparing the chapters for publication, special thanks are due
to Paul Harms, Cathy Kmita, and Hsu Yu-tsuen, all of the Department of Anthropology,
University of Alberta. Prof. Hugh Baker generously spent many hours refining
Cantonese entries in the Chinese glossary and also scanned original photographs in
Marjorie Topley’s private collection for inclusion in this publication. For careful work
in copyediting the manuscript Yat-kong Fung is due special thanks, as is Moira Calder
for preparing the index.
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Way of Former Heaven sectarian movement and Cantonese women’s
vegetarian halls in Singapore in the 1950s is an early contribution to the
study of sub-cultural groups in a complex urban society, and she asks
insightful questions about the relationship between religion, secularism,
and modernity. Because of extensive social change in Singapore and
Hong Kong, many of the temples and religious organizations that she
describes have disappeared or experienced radical transformation.
Consequently, her work on these topics also has added value as historical
documentation of the recent past.

Dr. Topley was a pioneer in several areas of scholarship. She
conducted important early research on Chinese women’s organizations,
and her article on “Marriage Resistance in Rural Kwangtung” (1978) is a
classic in the fields of Chinese anthropology and women’s studies. She
also broke new ground in the field of Chinese medical anthropology,
exploring the interface between Chinese and Western medicine and
medical practitioners in Hong Kong, and also investigating Chinese
women’s use of traditional and modern remedies especially in the
treatment of their children’s illnesses. Her 1974 article, “Cosmic
Antagonisms: A Mother-Child Syndrome”, which appeared in a volume
on Religion and Ritual in Chinese Society that Arthur Wolf edited, is
widely known and cited. A student of Raymond Firth’s, she also focused
a number of articles on economic issues, including the collective
management of property and wealth.

Dr. Topley never held a full-time academic appointment, but until her
return to England in 1983 took full advantage of residence in Singapore
and Hong Kong to conduct research, teach, and participate in international
conferences. In 1959, she helped to revive the Hong Kong Branch of the
Royal Asiatic Society, creating a vibrant organization that organizes
public lectures and symposia, publishes a journal and monographs, and
invites members on popular expert-led field trips and tours.

Training in England2

When I interviewed Dr. Topley in 2005, she recalled her early life and
training in anthropology. Marjorie Topley (née Wills) was born in
Hendon, London, in 1927. As a girl she attended Church of England
schools that she describes as “ordinary”. She was fascinated by
Egyptology and wanted to become an archaeologist. When she was about

2 While doing archival research in London in May 2005, I visited Dr. Topley at her home
and interviewed her about her life and career. The following account is based on that
interview.
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12 years old she wrote to Sir Flinders Petrie (1853—-1942), one of the
founders of modern Egyptology. She got a letter back, “You’ve got to be
well-off and a man to be an archaeologist.” She resigned herself “to give
that one up”.

She was a teenager during World War II:

Of course, you know, I grew up during the war. We were bombed
at one point. We used to sleep in an air raid shelter. I was allowed
to stay up until 9:30. I stayed up and a German plane dropped
two bombs, one behind and one in front. I was calling “Mother,
mother”, and she was calling “Mother, mother” too. We were
lucky; we weren’t injured.

Because she failed to pass a crucial scholarship examination, for a
time she went to a technical college that taught skills like shorthand and
typing. She was deeply unhappy there, and the headmaster offered to help
her enter the City of London College. She succeeded in winning an award
to support her studies, prepared for the London School of Economics
(LSE) entrance exam, and passed it.

In her first year she studied geography, but she became bored with it
and switched to sociology. But she again lost interest, concluding that
sociology was based too much on common sense. Initially anthropology
was not an option since Raymond Firth, who was head of department, had
concluded that undergraduates should not study anthropology since the
subject was morally relative and potentially disturbing. When he changed
his mind, she switched her major from sociology to anthropology.
Consequently Topley was the first undergraduate student in anthropology
at the London School of Economics.

While still an undergraduate Topley attended the famous LSE
seminar that Malinowski had initiated during his term as Professor of
Anthropology, and which Firth had continued when he assumed the
position of Professor. Her fellow students were all postgraduates coming
back from the field, and she could only write “little essays from books”.
After she read one of these essays out loud to the seminar group,
Austrian-born Siegfried Nadel, then a lecturer at the LSE, asked, “Was
your journey really necessary?” quoting the words on a government war-
time poster. She was devastated by his sarcasm. But she also met more
congenial anthropology postgraduates, including Barbara Ward, Maurice
Freedman, and Judith Djamour Freedman. Before she was 21 years old,
she also did a summer course at the University of Chicago. She found the
M.A. students at Chicago to be no more advanced that the undergraduate
majors at the LSE, who had specialized in their subject earlier in their
careers.
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At the LSE Marjorie met her husband, Kenneth Wallis Joseph Topley
(1922-2007), who had entered the LSE to study political science after
leaving the air force at the end of World War II. There he studied
government under Harold Laski (Topley 1969: xviii), a controversial
political theorist who also was Chairman of the British Labour Party from
1945-46 and contributed to shaping the party’s policies.’

At that time, anthropology students went directly into the Ph.D.
programme without doing an M.A. Marjorie did not think that she could
do any further degree since she would have had to do fieldwork. Her
formal training in anthropology ended and her work as an ethnographic
researcher began when her husband joined the colonial service. In
preparation, they studied Chinese at the School of Oriental and African
Studies, and in 1951 they went to Singapore.

Singapore (1951-55)

During World War II, the British lost control of Malaya and the Straits
Settlements to Japan. On their return to Singapore after World War 11,
they faced armed opposition to the restoration of colonial rule. From
1948-60, the Malayan Communist Party’s Malayan Races Liberation
Army (MRLA) fought a guerrilla war in which they sought to overthrow
the British colonial administration. In Malaya, the British forced over
500,000 people — most of them ethnic Chinese — to relocate from
isolated areas, seeking to prevent them from providing the insurgents with
food. The policy of resettlement, which caused great hardship, only
intensified support for the Communists. By the time the Topleys arrived
in Singapore in 1951, a number of violent clashes had occured (see Stubbs
2008). The “Malayan Emergency” was the British colonial government’s
name for this conflict.

In April 1951 Topley took a post at the Raffles Museum as curator of
anthropology since “they couldn’t get a man to come out during [the]
bandit troubles”, i.e., the Emergency. In 1952, a Straits Times reporter
interviewed Topley for an article entitled “She Spent a Night in a Death
House: Portrait of a Pretty Anthropologist” (Hall 1952). As Topley
described it, when she first entered the huge, dusty rooms at the back of
the Museum, she found piles of unsorted specimens and exhibits, some of
which had been hurriedly stored before the Japanese occupation.
Although she would have liked to travel to Malaya to collect items for the
museum collection, the “Communist war” made that impractical.

3 For further details on Harold Laski, see the LSE website: http://www.lse.ac.uk/
resources/LSEHistory/laski.htm (consulted on 3 August 2008).
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Consequently, she focused her attention on Singapore. The reporter
commented “This young English girl is now as familiar with the inside
and the occupants of Buddhist temples, vegetarian halls, Sago lane death-
houses, Waterloo Streets’s fertility temple and Chinese cemeteries as she
is with Raffles Place.” (Hall 1952)

The Museum expected her to conduct research into subjects of her
choice, and her first research focused on occasional rites performed by
Cantonese women acting on their own (see Topley 1951; 1952; 1953
[Chapters 1-3 in this book]). When she decided to complete a doctoral
degree at the LSE as an external student she launched more intensive
research on Cantonese vegetarian halls (or zhaitang), focusing on the
economic role of these organizations. She began the research in 1951-52
and continued it in 1954-55.

Topley chose to study the vegetarian halls on the advice of Alan
Elliott, who was then working on a doctoral thesis on Chinese spirit
medium cults that he published in 1955. In the course of that research, he
came across a vegetarian house and suggested that she study it: “Marjorie,
I think this would be an excellent thing for you to study, you are a woman
and they are women; it would be difficult for a man to do it in any case.”
As she described it, “I barged along, and introduced myself. Sometimes I
stayed the night, and once they gave me toffees for breakfast.” There were
many such vegetarian houses, and she got to know the women living in
them, whom she described as very kind to her, and also intrigued that a
guailo knew Cantonese.

When they went to Singapore, the Topleys studied both Hokkien and
Cantonese with language tutors.* In 1953 the government sent them to
Macau where they studied Cantonese intensively, spending three to four
hours a day with a team of four tutors in preparation for government
exams. There, she recalled, she made fairly rapid progress, and started to
think in Chinese. As an aid to language learning she also volunteered as
tutor for poor children who didn’t speak any English, which forced her to
speak Cantonese

She began research on the vegetarian halls in 1951-52, and on her
return to Singapore from Macau decided that it would be possible for her
to conduct a more detailed study. In 1954-55, she focused on the religious
role of the vegetarian halls and the kind of “social satisfactions that
attracted” participants (Topley 1958: 22). She also examined more closely
the relationship of the zhaitang to ideas of religious authority and
leadership. She discovered by chance that some of the vegetarian halls
that she was studying were part of the Great Way of Former Heaven

4 Cantonese was Topley’s primary research language in Singapore and Hong Kong, but
when I met her she could still speak some Hokkien with impressive precision.
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(Xiantian Dadao), a sectarian group that traced its descent through a line
of patriarchs, and her richly detailed doctoral thesis also investigated this
group’s history, organization, and ideology.

She also recalls that she collaborated with friends to photograph some
of the rituals that she observed in Singapore, including death rituals and
other occasional rites. Sago Lane had “dying houses”, and she used to go
along there to observe “these fantastic Taoist funeral rites where the
Taoist priest leaped over flames.” One time she took a friend, Ivor
Polunin, a medical doctor who was keen on doing photography. She
obtained permission to photograph and the Taoist priests agreed, but the
event was disastrous. Dr. Polunin showed up dressed in bright red shorts,
and when he plugged in his flash unit, he blew out all the lights.

Fortunately the priests were forgiving. Another time one of the Taoist
priests rang her up at the museum to invite her to a ghost marriage. This
time she invited her co-worker at the museum, Carl A. Gibson-Hill, a
naturalist and skilled photographer who often accompanied her, taking
photographs as she took notes and observed. The woman who had
arranged to have the ghost marriage performed was having bad luck, and
had trouble getting pregnant. Seeking to diagnose the source of her
misfortune, she learned that her husband had been engaged before and
that the girl had died before the wedding. Consequently, they arranged a
ceremony to marry off the spirit. But Topley and Gibson-Hill’s efforts
were again intrusive to the point of being disastrous. The woman did not
speak much English, but she looked at Gibson-Hill’s camera and said,
“Very, very, very not good.” As Dr. Topley recalls it, “we both felt
terribly ashamed.”

Meanwhile, she did her doctoral research externally and had no
assigned supervisor. Fortunately she knew Maurice Freedman, who by
then was a lecturer at the LSE and had conducted research in Singapore
on Chinese kinship from 1949-51 while his wife Judith Djamour studied
a Malay village (Skinner 1976: 871). Freedman informally supervised
Topley, who wrote to him and sent him sections of her thesis for
comments.

Hong Kong (1955-83)

After their intensive language study in Macau, the Topleys decided that
they wanted to be in Hong Kong where the majority of the population
spoke Cantonese, and in 1955 they transferred there. In 1958 Marjorie
completed her doctoral thesis (entitled The Organisation and Social
Function of Chinese Women’s Chai T ang in Singapore). She took her
viva (the oral examination that North American academics call a thesis



12 Introduction

defense) while they were on leave in England, and Freedman was one of
her examiners. Her other examiner — a Sinologist at Cambridge
University — was sceptical of her research, but nonetheless passed the
thesis.

In Hong Kong, Kenneth Topley served in a variety of government
departments, including Labour, Resettlement, University Grants Com-
mittee, Social Welfare, and Census and Statistics, finally serving as
Director of Education (Waters 2008). Although she did not seek full-time
academic employment,” Marjorie maintained a high profile internationally
through her research and publications. Through participation in
international conferences and in the activities of the Hong Kong Branch
of the Royal Asiatic Society, she was widely networked with scholars
involved in the growing fields of Sinology and Chinese anthropology.
When Mr. Topley retired in 1983, she returned with him to England. But
he soon returned to Macau, where he took an administrative position at
the University of East Asia in Macau before moving to the Open
University in Hong Kong (Waters 2006: 212). In this period, the Topleys
divorced.

One factor promoting the prominence of Dr. Topley’s work was the
growth of social science research focusing on the Asian region in the so-
called Cold War period. After World War II, the Communist party took
control of the Chinese mainland, forming the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) in 1949. Because the PRC was part of the Cold War Communist
bloc, Western-trained social scientists were not able to enter the country
to conduct research. For this reason, Topley’s thesis examiner at the LSE,
Maurice Freedman and American anthropologist and Sinologist, G.
William Skinner collaborated to promote research on Chinese
communities in Taiwan and Hong Kong. As a full-time resident of Hong
Kong, Topley was well-positioned to take advantage of this development.

As Freedman noted in a 1962 article, as a research site Hong Kong
was not just a “listening post” for China (1962: 113). He viewed the
fishing and farming communities of the New Territories as still being
representative of many aspects of life in rural south-eastern China before
Communist rule. Hong Kong he described as a large urban centre
undergoing an industrial revolution, and noted the research of Barbara E.
Ward, Jean Pratt, and Marjorie Topley. Topley and others were aware that
they were seeking to adapt the micro-sociological methods (as Freedman

5 Topley did some teaching of sociology at Hong Kong universities, including Chung
Chi College and United College at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, and held a
Postgraduate Research Fellowship at the Centre of Asian Studies at The University of
Hong Kong where she became involved in medical anthropology research.



Cantonese Society in Hong Kong and Singapore 13

described them) to the study of complex, urban environments (Freedman
1963; Topley 1969).

In 1962 Freedman and Skinner organized the London-Cornell Project
to consolidate funding resources for social research. Three institutions
collaborated in the project: Cornell University in New York state, where
Skinner taught, the School of Oriental and African Studies, and the
London School of Economics, where Freedman taught (Skinner 1976:
876). From 1962-72, the London-Cornell Project funded a number of
researchers in East and Southeast Asia. Because Topley was well-
networked with these scholars, she knew when they were planning to visit
Hong Kong and recruited them to give public lectures at the meetings of
the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch and to publish their work in
the society’s journal.

In the 1960s and 1970s, the growth of support for foreign area studies
in the United States meant funding not only for research but also for
international conferences. In those decades Topley received invitations to
participate in a number of these prestigious events, including a 1960
symposium that Raymond Firth and Bert Hoselitz organized on the theme
of Economics and Anthropology. The symposium was held at the
Wenner-Gren Foundation’s European Conference Center at Burg
Wartenstein, an eleventh-century castle in Austria that the foundation
purchased in 1957. Between 1958 and 1980, Burg Wartenstein was the
site of a number of week-long symposia that shaped the development of
anthropology as a discipline, and anthropologists highly coveted
invitations to these events (Silverman 2002). Reportedly participants
tended to be senior males in the discipline; Topley’s inclusion as a new
doctorate suggests that Firth highly regarded her scholarly work and
promise.

Topley also attended the 1971 Burg Wartenstein symposium that
Charles Leslie organized, which was the first major research conference
on Asian medical systems (Leslie 1976). Contributors undertook the
ethnographic study of classical Asian medical traditions like Ayurvedic
and Chinese medicine as well as investigating the interrelationships
between professional and popular medical traditions (see Castro and
Farmer 2007: 46).

The Subcommittee on Research on Chinese Society of the Joint
Committee on Contemporary China of the American Council of Learned
Societies and the Social Science Research Council sponsored a series of
international events that drew together top scholars in the China field. The
subcommittee provided funding for a 1962 seminar on micro-social
organization at Cornell University that Topley attended, to which she
contributed a paper on “Chinese Religion and Rural Cohesion in the
Nineteenth Century” (Topley 1968a: 40 [see Chapter 10, p. 242 in this
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book]). Topley also attended a 1971 international conference on Chinese
religion that Arthur P. Wolf organized at Asilomar, California, which was
the fifth of six major conferences funded by them.

Although China was beginning to open up to foreign visitors at this
time, extended fieldwork on the mainland was still not possible.
Consequently the ethnographic researchers who participated in this event
focused their papers on Hong Kong and Taiwan. In his preface to the
book that resulted from this conference, Religion and Ritual in Chinese
Society, Wolf defended this focus, noting that even though the
contributors could only document a small part of a vast and complex
society, they could provide detailed, long-term studies of the areas studied
(Wolf 1974: v—vi).

The Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch

One of the pillars of Topley’s intellectual life and contribution in Hong
Kong was her involvement in the Hong Kong Branch of the Royal Asiatic
Society. She played a major role in the revival of the society, serving as
the group’s Vice-President from 1966-1972 and as its President from
1972 until her return to England in 1983.

This society is one of ten Asian branches of the Royal Asiatic Society,
which was founded in London in 1823 “for the investigation of subjects
connected with and for the encouragement of science, literature and the
arts, in relation to Asia.” The society formed branches in Bombay and
Madras (1838), in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) in 1845, and in Malaya in
1877. A branch was formed in Hong Kong in 1847, but had ceased to
exist in 1859 when the Governor who had supported it, Sir John Bowring,
left the colony. During those twelve years, the society published six
volumes of its Transactions, which primarily included contributions from
missionaries and members of the British consular service (Cranmer-Byng
1962: 1). In 1857, a North China Branch of the RAS was formed in
Shanghai and thrived until political circumstances led to its dissolution in
1949.

On a visit to London in 1958 (during which time she also defended
her thesis), Topley wrote a letter to the Secretary of the Royal Asiatic
Society to ask if the RAS would be interested in a revival of the China
branch in Hong Kong. On her return to Hong Kong, Topley and Jack
Cranmer-Byng circulated a memo to assess local interest in which they
proposed that the main focus of the branch would be publication of a
journal that would be of interest both to specialists and to the educated
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layman.® Topley and Cranmer-Byng recruited the assistance of J. R. Jones,
who had been a council member of the now defunct North China Branch
of the RAS, and at that time was a legal advisor to the Hong Kong and
Shanghai Banking Corporation. He agreed to help them canvass support
among business firms in Hong Kong and to draft a constitution. A group
of thirty met at the British Council Centre on 18 December 1959 and
adopted a constitution that was quickly approved by the parent society in
London. Jones was the society’s first elected president, and Cranmer-
Byng served as the editor of the journal, which produced its first volume
in 1961. Topley was the driving force behind the revival of the group, but
because she was young and a woman, she initially served as councillor
together with James Liu, Holmes Welch, and G. B. Endacott, only later
stepping into the roles of vice-president and president (“The Royal Asiatic
Society” 1963; Hayes 1983).

From the start the Society formed a bridge between scholarly
researchers and a wider public that includes policy makers and members
of Hong Kong’s business community. The list of members as on April
1960, for example, includes a number of scholars based at The University
of Hong Kong and other academic institutions, but also government
servants from a variety of departments (Census, Social Welfare,
Education, Chinese Affairs), employees from the American, Canadian,
German, and Italian consulates and the British Council, and members of
the business community affiliated with prominent Hong Kong companies
and financial institutions.” The HKBRAS almost immediately started
publishing a journal, the first issue of which appeared in 1961, and took
steps to establish a library. They also organized educational and social
events for members, including a regular speaker series.

Hong Kong was a major intellectual hub for Asian studies in this
period. Scholars like Chinese poetry expert, James Liu, and Holmes
Welch, who published extensively on Chinese religions, lived and worked
in Hong Kong, and they often addressed the society, as did Topley. The
society also screened the ethnographic films of Hugh Gibb, a Hong Kong
resident whose seven-part series The Borneo Story had won a Grand Prix
award at the Cannes Film festival.

The growth of air travel after World War II and Hong Kong’s
situation as a transportation hub for the region also meant that they were

6 Both the letter and the memo are deposited in the society’s records at the Hong Kong
Public Records Office. “RAS: Founding of the Society 1959-60”, HKMS 169-1-5.

7 “The Hong Kong Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society List of Members” (April 1960).
Hong Kong Public Records Office, HKMS 169-1-6. One member observed in an
interview that typically there are two classes of members: Europeans who come to
Hong Kong for a few years and want to learn something about Chinese society, and
scholars who find the Society useful to them for making contacts.
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able to schedule a remarkable roster of prominent scholars to give lectures
to the society. The society’s officers kept themselves well-informed of the
travel plans of major scholars and invited them to speak in their public
lecture series. The list of lectures held between January 1960 and May
1963, for example, includes lectures by a number of leading scholars in
the growing field of Chinese studies. These included Prof. John K.
Fairbank of Harvard University, who spoke on Chinese studies in the
United States, Luther Carrington Goodrich of Columbia University, who
lectured on the development of printing in China, and Maurice Freedman
of the London School of Economics, who discussed “Social Anthro-
pology and the Study of China” (“The Royal Asiatic Society” 1963).

Because Topley was centrally involved in the organization of these
events, anthropologists often addressed the society. Between 1967 and
1970, for example, Barbara E. Ward discussed her research on “Social
and Economic Changes among the Boat People of Hong Kong” (1967);
Hugh Baker presented a lecture on “The Chinese Lineage Village: A
Pyramid of Kinship” (1969); and Graham Johnson gave a talk entitled
“From Rural Committee to Spirit Medium Cult” (1969). In addition,
anthropologists associated with the HKBRAS sometimes led outings to
places of ethnographic interest, including Chinese vegetarian halls (led by
Marjorie Topley and James Hayes; see Chapter 15 below), and temples
and shrines of the Tai Ping Shan Street area (Topley and Hayes 1967d)."

In the 1960s and 1970s, the Society organized a number of weekend
symposia for its members and sometimes published the proceedings.
Topley organized several of these well-attended events and edited three
volumes of proceedings: Aspects of Social Organization in the New
Territories (1964b), Some Traditional Chinese Ideas and Conceptions in
Hong Kong Social Life Today: Week-end Symposium, October 1966
(1967a), and Hong Kong: The Interaction of Traditions and Life in the
Towns (1972). In 1969, Topley also organized a weekend symposium on
“Anthropology and Sociology in Hong Kong” on behalf of The
University of Hong Kong (Topley 1969). Participants included both Hong
Kong residents (both academics and administrators in the Hong Kong
government) and graduate students from Cornell University (Graham and
Elizabeth Johnson), Columbia University (Frank Kehl), and Stanford
University (John A. Young).”

8 Topley and Hayes’ 1967 report on temples in the Tai Ping Shan Street area of Hong
Kong is not reprinted in this book, but the book in which is was published (Topley
1967a) is available from the HKBRAS and also in electronic format through the Hong
Kong University Library catalog.

9 Topley’s two publications (1967a, 1972) are still available from the HKBRAS. See
http://www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk/publications/symposium_proceedings.htm
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The papers and discussions recorded in the 1969 symposium offer a
revealing snapshot of the research climate in Hong Kong at that time. In
particular, the participants explored sensitive issues surrounding the
relationship between the Hong Kong government and their academic
scholarship. The graduate student researchers note that they depended on
British district officers for advice and access, and also made extensive use
of government documents and records in their research. These novice
researchers in turn encountered the expectation that they would in turn
give something back that would help guide the government as it made
policy decisions.'® This symposium took place in 1969 — the height of
the Vietnam War era — and contributors thoughtfully considered the
ways in which they could make a useful contribution without
compromising their scholarly goals or the confidentiality of individuals
who had provided them with information (Topley 1969).

Intellectual Contribution

When the authors of works focusing on the history of anthropology treat
the post-war period, they typically focus on the work of scholars like
Claude Levi-Strauss, who promoted structuralism to a wide readership, or
E. E. Evans-Pritchard, whose contributions to kinship studies and the
anthropology of religion are highly regarded. Although contemporary
readers may find much to appreciate in widely-anthologized excerpts
from these scholars’ works, nonetheless those who seek to better
understand the present era of globalization, migration, and social change
will not find much in the way of illumination in their contributions.
Indeed, in The Savage Mind (1966) Levi-Strauss famously contrasted
“cold societies” that had not undergone change (a euphemism for
primitive societies) with modern, progressive societies, regarding the
former (and also the “primitive” in universal human mentality) as the
appropriate object of anthropological analysis. In the same period,
however, a small number of scholars were developing new forms of

10 In a paper entitled “Anthropology, Practicality and Policy in Hong Kong: A
Governmental Point of View”, for example, Kenneth Topley proposed that academic
anthropologists could be useful in providing government with “guiding rules on the
planning of urban development: what peoples might be expected to live harmoniously
side by side with other peoples” (Kenneth Topley 1969: 56). He suggested that rather
than investigating highly charged conflicts in which sides had been drawn, scholars
should investigate topics that might have implications for Hong Kong’s future
development, proposing as an example that they study class and status in Hong Kong
(Kenneth Topley 1969).
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anthropological theory and practice in urban centres like Singapore and
Hong Kong.

Topley’s publications make contributions in three major areas of
scholarly research: anthropology of religion, economic anthropology, and
medical anthropology, and this anthology organizes her articles under
those major headings. But other themes are threaded throughout her work.
In both Singapore and Hong Kong, her ethnographic focus was on
Cantonese speakers, and her research contributes to the anthropology of
that important linguistic and cultural sub-ethnic group. Her research
undoubtedly marks a major contribution to urban history and sociology,
and her most important and influential articles are based on research done
with and about women.

Perhaps her most famous work is her 1978 article on marriage
resistance (Chapter 16), which scholars working in the field of gender
studies still cite, and which set a standard for ethnographic research on
Chinese religion and gender (see ter Haar 1992: 375). With this research
Topley distinguished herself from colleagues working in the British
functionalist tradition, who tended to focus on the workings of the highly
normative patrilineal kinship system (see, for example, Freedman 1958;
1966). Her article examines instead an unusual group of women who
appeared to defy that system by choosing not to marry, seeking autonomy
from its demands. The article also touched briefly on lesbian practices
among these women, which undoubtedly accounts for its ability to
astonish anthropology undergraduate students decades after its first
publication.

Topley’s work in the field of anthropology of religion perhaps stays
closest to the British functionalist agenda, with its focus on social
organization and institutional life. But there too she broke new ground. In
her unpublished dissertation and also in a 1963 publication (1963a [see
Chapter 9 in this book]), she documented the Great Way of Former
Heaven’s organization and ideology in impressive detail. In her analysis,
she combined knowledge that she derived from her observations and
interviews with information that she culled from the society’s own
publications, which presented a detailed historical account of their
provenance. She blended information gathered through her ethnographic
research in Singapore with the deft use of these rare textual sources,
setting a high standard for research on Chinese religion.

In Hong Kong, Topley made original scholarly contributions to the
fields of economic and urban anthropology. Her teacher at the LSE,
Raymond Firth, undoubtedly instilled an appreciation for the economic
dimension of social life, and in an unpublished chapter of her thesis she
had investigated the economic organization of Chinese women’s vege-
tarian halls in impressive detail. In two articles on Hong Kong that she
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published in the 1960s, she provided a macro-ethnographic analysis that
contrasts with her micro-sociological work, but which showed a similar
erudition and facility with detail.

In an article (1964a) published in a volume that Firth edited together
with B. S. Yamey (see Chapter 12 in this book), she analyzed master
farmers in the New Territories, and contrasted the practices of indigenous
rice farmers with those of more recent immigrants specialized in
vegetable farming in light of their social organization, economic
opportunity and political status. Although she attended to traditional
forms of social organization like ancestral associations, she also explored
the farmers’ interactions with governmental and philanthropic
organizations. In her contribution to a book that I. C. Jarvie edited, Hong
Kong: A Society in Transition (1969a), she provided an even broader
perspective, describing Hong Kong as a society in the midst of an
industrial revolution, and proposing ways to adapt the methods of social
anthropology to the study of this heterogeneous, complicated urban
setting (see Chapter 11). Although published more than forty years ago,
these articles have a modern flavour and provide a detailed ethnographic
record of a society in transition.

As a postgraduate fellow at the Centre of Asian Studies at The
University of Hong Kong from 1971 to 1974, Topley shifted her focus to
the new field of medical anthropology. Together with a research assistant,
she interviewed Chinese and Western doctors to investigate how the two
medical systems worked, seeking to learn whether they complemented
each other or were opposed. She grounded her discussion in detailed
empirical consideration of how people make medical choices in light of
traditional interpretations of the causes and treatments of disease, but also
in light of the options available to them in a complex urban environment.
The approach that she adopted in this research addresses many issues that
scholars still seek to address, including the issue of contact and
competition between Western and Chinese medical practices.

Topley also collaborated on a research project with Dr. Constance
Elaine Field, a well-known medical practitioner who founded the
Department of Paediatrics at The University of Hong Kong in 1962, and
who did field studies of various aspects of child rearing. One of Topley’s
articles from this period focuses on the traditional Cantonese treatment for
measles, a topic that she stumbled upon when her Chinese amah insisted
on treating her youngest son the Chinese way when he fell ill with the
disease (Topley 1970 [see Chapter 17 in this book]).

Topley’s well-known 1974 article “Cosmic Antagonisms: A Mother-
Child Syndrome” was based on interviews that she conducted with
women who lived in high-rise flats in Kowloon (see Chapter 18). Topley
focused the paper on widely shared everyday practices and cosmological
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explanations that Cantonese mothers invoked when they encountered
difficulties in child-rearing. Although she did not seek to promote a new
theoretical or methodological agenda with this paper, nonetheless her
treatment of the subject resonates with that of Pierre Bourdieu’s practice
theory. In a period in which the influence of structuralism and of Lévi-
Strausian style analysis was widespread, Bourdieu recommended that
anthropologists focus their analysis not on structures or rules but rather on
habitus, a term he used to describe the everyday habits of thought and
action that guide people’s choices (see [1972] 1977).

Topley contributed this paper to a book in which Freedman addressed
the larger question of whether a Chinese religion exists. In a formulation
that resonates with a structuralist approach, he proposed that there were
“ruling principles of ideas across a vast field of apparently heterogeneous
beliefs” and “ruling principles of form and organization” across a
similarly varied terrain. He further concluded that scholars seek to analyse
what he termed transformations (a term that also evokes the structuralist
agenda), including for example relationship between elite and popular
forms (Freedman 1974: 20, 39). By contrast, Topley closely documented
habits and explanations that some Western scholars label religious or
cosmological but others regard as medical, focusing (like Bourdieu) on
everyday practices and choice rather than principles, rules, and structures.
Consequently her analysis easily accommodates the fact that the Christian
women whom she interviewed offered the same explanation and remedies
for difficulties in child-rearing as the non-Christians, and she goes beyond
the details of her case study to convincingly identify similarities between
Cantonese and Taiwanese explanations and remedies.

In her publications, Marjorie Topley proposed innovative strategies
for the investigation of modern urban society. At the same time that she
broke new ground for anthropology as a discipline, she also documented
Chinese society in Singapore and Hong Kong in the decades leading up to
the end of the British colonial period. Her essays deserve to be
republished and read.

Bibliography

Bourdieu, Pierre. [1972] 1977. Outline of a Theory of Practice. Cambridge: Cam-
bridge University Press.

Castro, Aruchu and Paul Farmer. [2005] 2007. “Medical Anthropology in the United
States”. In Medical Anthropology: Regional Perspective and Shared Concerns,
ed. by Francine Saillant and Serge Genest, pp. 42—57. Malden, MA: Blackwell.



Cantonese Society in Hong Kong and Singapore 21

Cranmer-Byng, Jack. 1962. “Editorial”. Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong
Kong Branch, 2: 1-4.

Elliott, Alan J. A. 1955. Chinese Spirit-Medium Cults in Singapore. Taipei: Southern
Materials Center.

Freedman, Maurice. 1958. Lineage Organization in Southeastern China. London:
University of London, Athlone Press.

——. 1962. “Sociology in and of China”, British Journal of Sociology 13(2)(June
1962): 106-16.

—— 1963. “A Chinese Phase in Social Anthropology”, British Journal of Sociology
14(1)(March 1963): 1-19.

——. 1966. Chinese Lineage and Society: Fukien and Kwangtung. London: Athlone
Press.

—— 1974. “On the Sociological Study of Chinese Religion”. In Religion and Ritual
in Chinese Society, ed. by Arthur P. Wolf, pp. 19-41. Stanford: Stanford
University Press.

de Groot, Jan Jakob Maria. [1903-04] 1963. Sectarianism and Religious Persecution
in China, 2 vols. Amsterdam: Johannes Muller (Reprinted by Literature House
Ltd., Taipei, 1963, 1 vol.).

ter Haar, Barend. 1992. “Review” of Brigitte Berthier, La dame—du—bord—de—I’eau
(1988). T’oung Pao, 78 (1992): 373-38.

Hall, Nan. 1952. “She Spent a Night in a Death House: Portrait of a Pretty
Anthropologist.” Straits Times, 25 May 1952: 6. http://newspapers.nl.sg/
Digitised/Article/straitstimes19520525.2.53.aspx (consulted on 10 August 2010).

Hayes, James. 1983. “Address by Dr. James Hayes, at the Annual General Meeting [of
the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch], 17th February 1983”.
http://sunzil.lib.hku.hk/hkjo/view/44/4401490.pdf (consulted on 8 August 2008).

Leslie, Charles (ed.). 1976. Asian Medical Systems: A Comparative Study. Berkeley:
University of California Press.

Lévi-Strauss, Claude. 1966. The Savage Mind. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

“The Royal Asiatic Society”. 1963. Hong Kong: Union Press. (4 pages printed history,
Hong Kong Public Records Office, HKMS 169-1-3.)

Silverman, Sydel. 2002. The Beast on the Table: Conferencing with Anthropologists.
Walnut Creek, CA: Alta Mira Press.

Skinner. G. William. 1976. “Maurice Freedman, 1920-1975”. American Anthro-
pologist, New Series, 78(4): 871-85.

Stubbs, Richard. 2008. “From Search and Destroy to Hearts and Minds: The Evolution
of British Strategy in Malay 1948-60". In Counterinsurgency in Modern Warfare,
ed. by Daniel Marston and Carter Malkasian, pp. 113-30. Oxford: Osprey
Publishing.

Topley, Kenneth. 1969. “Anthropology, Practicality and Policy in Hong Kong: A

Governmental Point of View”. In Anthropology and Sociology in Hong Kong:
Field Projects and Problems of Overseas Scholars. Proceedings of a Symposium



22 Introduction

February 8-9, 1969, comp. by Marjorie Topley, pp. 52-59. Hong Kong: Centre
of Asian Studies, The University of Hong Kong.

Topley, Marjorie. Please see the complete list of her publications immediately below.

Waters, Dan. 2008. “Obituary: Kenneth Wallis Joseph Topley CMG, 1922-2007".
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch, 47.

Wolf, Arthur P. 1974. “Preface”. In Religion and Ritual in Chinese Society, ed. by
Arthur P. Wolf. Stanford: Stanford University Press.

List of Dr. Marjorie Doreen Topley’s Publications

1951 “Some Occasional Rites performed by the Singapore Cantonese”. Journal of
the Malayan Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 24(3): 120-44.

1952 “Chinese Rites for the Repose of the Soul; with Special Reference to
Cantonese Custom”. Journal of the Malayan Branch of the Royal Asiatic
Society, 25(1): 149-60.

1953  “Paper Charms and Prayer Sheets as Adjuncts to Chinese Worship”. Journal of
the Malayan Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 26(1): 63—84.

1954 “Chinese Women’s Vegetarian Houses in Singapore”. Journal of the Malayan
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 27(1): 51-67.

1955 “Ghost Marriages Among the Singapore Chinese”. Man, 55 (February 1955):
29-30.

1956a “Ghost Marriages Among the Singapore Chinese: A Further Note”. Man, 56
(May 1956): 71-72.

1956b “Chinese Religion and Religious Institutions in Singapore”. Journal of the
Malayan Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 29(1): 70-118.

1958 The Organisation and Social Function of Chinese Women’s Chai T’ang in
Singapore. Ph.D. Thesis, University of London, 1958.

1959 “Immigrant Chinese Female Servants and Their Hostels in Singapore”. Man,
59 (December 1959): 213-15.

1961 “The Emergence and Social Function of Chinese Religious Associations in
Singapore”. Comparative Studies in Society and History, 3(3)(April 1961):
289-314.

1963a “The Great Way of Former Heaven: A Group of Chinese Secret Religious
Sects”. Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies University of
London, 26(2): 362-92.

1963b “Hong Kong”. In The Role of Wealth in South East Asia and the West, ed. by R.
D. Lambert and B. F. Hoselitz. UNESCO symposium proceedings, pp. 126-77.
Paris: UNESCO. Reprinted with minor editing in 1969 in Hong Kong: A
Society in Transition, ed. by 1. C. Jarvie in consultation with Joseph Agassi, pp.
167-227. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul.



Cantonese Society in Hong Kong and Singapore 23

1964a “Capital, Saving and Credit among Indigenous Rice Farmers and Immigrant
Vegetable Farmers in Hong Kong’s New Territories”. In Capital, Saving and
Credit in Peasant Societies: Studies from Asia, Oceania, the Caribbean and
Middle America, ed. by Raymond Firth and B. S. Yamey, pp. 157-86.
Reprinted in 2007. London: Taylor and Francis/Routledge Library Editions.

1964b (ed.). Aspects of Social Organization in the New Territories. Symposium
proceedings. Hong Kong: Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch.

1967a (ed.). Some Traditional Chinese Ideas and Conceptions in Hong Kong Social
Life Today: Week-end Symposium, October 1966. Hong Kong: Royal Asiatic
Society Hong Kong Branch.

1967b “Some Basic Conceptions and their Traditional Relationship to Society”. In
Some Traditional Chinese Ideas and Conceptions in Hong Kong Social Life
Today: Week-end Symposium, October 1966, ed. by Marjorie Topley, pp. 7-21.
Hong Kong: Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch.

1967c “Chinese Occasional Rites in Hong Kong”. In Some Traditional Chinese Ideas
and Conceptions in Hong Kong Social Life Today: Week-end Symposium,
October 1966, ed. by Marjorie Topley, pp. 99-117. Hong Kong: Royal Asiatic
Society Hong Kong Branch.

1967d (co-authored with James Hayes) “Notes on Temples and Shrines of Tai Ping
Shan Street Area”. In Some Traditional Chinese Ideas and Conceptions in
Hong Kong Social Life Today: Week-end Symposium, October 1966, ed. by
Marjorie Topley, pp. 123—43. Hong Kong: Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong
Branch.

1968a “Chinese Religion and Rural Cohesion in the Nineteenth Century”. Journal of
the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch, 8: 9-43

1968b (co-authored with James Hayes). “Notes on Some Vegetarian Halls in Hong
Kong Belonging to the Sect of Hsien-T’ien Tao (The Way of Former Heaven)”.
“Notes and Queries” in Journal of the Hong Kong Branch of the Royal Asiatic
Society, 8: 135-51.

1969a “The Role of Savings and Wealth among Hong Kong Chinese”. In Hong Kong:
A Society in Transition, ed. by 1. C. Jarvie in consultation with Joseph Agassi,
pp- 167-227. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul.

1969b (comp.). Anthropology and Sociology in Hong Kong: Field Projects and

Problems of Overseas Scholars. Proceedings of a Symposium February 89,
1969. Hong Kong: Centre of Asian Studies, The University of Hong Kong.

1970 “Chinese Traditional Ideas and the Treatment of Disease: Two Examples from
Hong Kong”, Man, (N.S.), 5(3): 421-37.

1972 (ed.). Hong Kong: The Interaction of Traditions and Life in the Towns.
Symposium proceedings. Hong Kong: Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong
Branch.

1974 “Cosmic Antagonisms: A Mother-Child Syndrome”. In Religion and Ritual in
Chinese Society, ed. by Arthur P. Wolf. pp. 233-49. Stanford: Stanford
University Press.



24 Introduction

1975 “Chinese and Western Medicine in Hongkong: Some Social and Cultural
Determinants of Variation, Interaction and Change”. In Medicine in Chinese
Cultures: Comparative Studies of Health Care in Chinese and Other Societies;
Papers and Discussions from a Conference held in Seattle, Washington, U.S.A.,
February 1974, ed. by Arthur Kleinman, pp. 241-71. Washington, DC:
National Institutes of Health, Public Health Service, U.S. Dept. of Health,
Education, and Welfare (for sale by Supt. of Docs., U.S. Govt. Printing Office).

1976 “Chinese Traditional Aetiology and Methods of Cure in Contemporary Hong
Kong”. In Asian Medical Systems: A Comparative Study, ed. by Charles Leslie,
pp. 243-65. Berkeley: University of California Press.

1978 “Marriage Resistance in Rural Kwangtung”. In Studies in Chinese Society, ed.
by Arthur P. Wolf, pp. 247-68. Stanford: Stanford University Press.

A Note on Chinese Romanization

In her publications Marjorie Topley used Wade-Giles romanization, which is no
longer commonly used, and also supplied Cantonese and Hokkien terms using diverse
systems of romanization. She often supplemented the romanized words with Chinese
characters in the text or in a glossary.

To simplify the production process of this book, Hong Kong University Press has
elected not to reproduce the original diacritic marks on Cantonese terms used in
Topley’s publications, which will be unfamiliar to most readers. Instead, the editor has
added pinyin to the text and also supplied a Chinese glossary that includes the
romanization together with characters and pinyin, which should clarify the meaning of
terms cited in the text.
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Blessings, charms for, 79. See also
Long life charm; Prosperity
Blood charms (xuefu), 74, 93, 96, 151—
52.
BMA. See British Medical Association
Bo diyu (Breaking Hell rite), 7, 8, 61—
62, 64-66
“Boat people” (Hakka), 332 nl, 534.
See also Hakka people
Boats, paper, 29, 30, 42, 395, 397
Bodhidharma,138, 207 n18, 221 n62
Bodhisattva (Pusat), 125, 128, 129, 222,
374,417
Festivals of, 190
Spirit mediums, 152
Vegetarianism related to, 45758
Bodhisattva’s vow, 137
Bonding rites, 480-83
Bone-setters, 495, 510-12, 543
Bones, spiritual power (/ing) of, 391
Book of Changes (I-Ching, Yijing), 134,
433
Books, 254, 308, 391
Books, religious (shanshu), 431-32
Borneo, 145,225 n71, 410
Borneo Story, The (film), 15
Boxers, 268
Breaking Hell rite (bo diyu), 7, 8, 61-62,
64-66
Breast-feeding, 457, 471, 475, 476
Bride-price, 118, 312, 340
Bribery, 247, 305, 308-9, 319, 388
Brides, 473-74, 499-500
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Bridges, 47, 63-64, 249, 395, 396, 400.
See also Crossing the Bridge rite
British Medical Association (BMA),
493, 494, 501, 504, 545
Brothers. See Sons, eldest; Sons,
emigrant
Bu luojia (“Women who do not go
down to the family™), 110, 423, 437,
43942, 445-46
Bubonic plague, 472, 509
Buddha, 61-62, 67, 125, 133, 221-22,
232,235,374
Colours and numbers associated
with, 218
Festivals of, 121, 190
Great Way of Former Heaven
beliefs on, 215-18, 408, 417
Incarnations of, 131, 259
Places of worship, 125, 129
Pure Land School beliefs on, 138
Sign of (jie yin), 6768
Buddha of the Burning Lamp. See
Dipamkara
Buddha Saviour of Hell (Dizang Wang),
89,91
Buddha’s Hand (charm), 90, 91
Buddha’s Pagoda prayer sheets, 88, 91
Buddha’s Ship of Salvation prayer
sheets, 91
Buddhism, Buddhists, 122-23, 130, 155,
158,372, 401
Beliefs on spirits, 374
Conception of man and nature, 531—
33
Connexion to other great religions,
132-33,137-38
Conversion to other faiths, 180
Esoteric sects (See Sectarian
religion)
History in China, 13640, 160, 253—
56,269
Influence on Hong Kong society,
297
Influence on popular religion, 132—
33, 136-40, 230, 388
Influence on sectarian religion,
144-47, 258, 408, 417
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Influence on traditional medicine,
451, 461, 466
Institutionalization of, 178-79
Member activities, 263, 290
Modern developments, 140, 196—
200, 256
Organization of, 192 n46
Patriarchs, 138-39, 160
Sects, 139, 170 (See also Chan
Meditation School; Pure Land Sect
of the “Greater Vehicle”; Tung
Shan She sect)
Tantric practices, 409
Women'’s halls (See Vegetarian
halls: Buddhist)
Buddhist Association of China, 140
Buddhist associations/halls, 180, 195,
199200
Buddhist Federation, Singapore, 129,
140, 148-49
Buddhist paradise. See Pure Land
Burg Wartenstein conferences, 13
Burial of the dead, 59, 121, 122. See
also Cemeteries
Burning of Paper Things/Objects rite,
59,62, 70,71
Bushel Mother goddess (Taoist), 222
n67
Business and industry, 288, 291, 292,
300, 308, 324-29. See also Factories;
Industrialization
Financing of, 3067, 311-13 (See
also Credit system; Loans and
advances)
Influence of religious beliefs on,
297
Investment in, 302-3, 312-13, 319,
323-26, 358
New Territories development, 343
Recruitment for, 286
Socially disapproved practices,
307-10
Western, 297

C
Calendar, Chinese, 74. See also
Propitious days; Horoscopes
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Calling Back the Soul rite (Kiu Keng,
Jiao Jing), 47-50, 467-69
Cancer, 499, 515
Candles, 50, 76, 400
Ritual use of, 31-32, 36, 44-45, 54,
64-65, 393
Temple sale of, 156
Cantonese dialect, 183 n22, 275-76,
485, 486
Popular religious texts, 373
Romanization of, 29 n2, 446 n3
Spoken in Hong Kong, 491
Topley’s proficiency in, 5
Use on paper charms, 393
Cantonese people, 18-20, 164, 194
Demographic information, 333-34
Interaction with other dialect groups,
116
Rites for the dead, 191-92
Cars, 300, 304, 344
Cash, wealth held in, 299, 305, 321,
348-49. See also Money
Catholicism. See Roman Catholicism
Celibacy. See Sexual abstinence
Cemeteries, 5, 184, 185, 192-93, 304,
306, 311, 338. See also Burial of dead;
Graves
Centre for Asian Studies, The
University of Hong Kong, 12 n5, 19
Ceremonial obligations, 311, 314, 320,
321. See also Social obligations
Certificates (paper charms), 42, 43, 57,
83
Chai t’ang. See Vegetarian halls
Chan (Zen) Meditation School, 138-39,
207-9, 225, 407
19th C. rural China, 259
Origin of, Taoist beliefs, 214 n46
Patriarchs, 146, 160, 207 n18
Chang Dao Ling or Chang Ling. See
Zhang Daoling
Chang Ling. See Zhang Daoling
Chang T’ien Shih. See Zhang Daoling
Changing Fate rite, 39
Chanting fellows. See Nam-mo-lo
Chaozhou dialect. See Tiuchiu dialect
Chaozhou people. See Tiuchiu people

Index

Chap-ji-kee (game), 143
Characters of birth. See Eight characters
of birth
Charity. See Philanthropy
Charms, paper, 73-96, 125, 136, 393—
400, 531. See also Blood charms;
Certificates; Edicts; Mandates; Money,
paper; Pardon, tablets of; Prayer sheets,
Buddhist. See also specific charms or
images
Burning of, 33, 41, 47, 57, 74-75,
84, 85, 87, 91, 102-3, 393-94
Colours of, 44, 74
Dedicated to a temple deity, 46
Fastened above doors, 76, 77, 79,
87-88
Fastened to walls, 76, 394
For fertility, 394
For long life, 31, 48—49
For prosperity, 31, 33, 44, 48-49
For protection, 31, 79
For tranquility, 48—49
Great Way of Former Heaven use of,
216
Hand-written, 86, 88
Manufacture and sale of, 76
Medicinal, 55-56, 75-76, 88, 134,
394, 453,510
“Opening” of, 74
Printing and sale of, 73-77, 121,
156
Types of, 73-75
Use in divination, 35-36
Use in festivals, 122-23
Use in occasional rites, 32-35, 40,
44,451
Wood-block printing of, 41, 86, 88,
93, 94
Charms, wooden, 76, 79, 92
Ch’en Tso Mien Tang (Chen Zuo Mian
Tang) vegetarian hall, Singapore, 131
Chen Zuo Mian Tang (Ch’en Tso Mien
Tang) vegetarian hall, Singapore, 131
Chia ma charm. See Armour and Horse
charm
Chickenpox, 456, 539
Childbirth, 194, 440, 479
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Beliefs on, 471-72, 532

Concept of pollution related to, 427,
429, 431-32, 436, 453-59, 472,
475, 499

Difficulties during, 471, 478, 483—
86 (See also Mother-child
syndrome)

Fear of, 436-37

Mortality rates, 484, 486, 497

Postpartum adjustment period, 472—
82

Purification customs, 165

Rites related to, 56, 431-32, 476-77

Children, 50. See also Adoption of
children; Newborns

Abuse and neglect of, 465, 532

Bonding to outside individuals or
entities (k’'ai-kwoh, giguo), 431,
480-81

Charms for, 80

Dangerous times/barriers (kwaan,
guan), 384, 389, 395, 534

Death of, 99, 461, 465, 467, 475,
483, 513, 532, 538

Disabilities in, 480, 484

Disorders in, 2, 477-83, 498-99,
526, 534-40 (See also Haak-ts an;
Measles)

Drawing a spirit of the dead (loh-
kwai tsai, liugui zi), 483, 532, 538

“Expensive” (gui) fate, 477

Influence of fate on, 383, 476-79,
481 (See also Eight characters of
birth; Horoscopes)

Male, 185, 340 (See also Sons,
eldest)

Mortality rates, 505

Naming of, 386

Proscription on eating of food
offered to gods, 36

Relationship with parents, 479,
485-86 (See also Mother-child
syndrome)

Rites involving, 2940, 54-55, 154,
383, 386, 389, 537 (See also
Clearing the Way on Reaching the
Bridge rite)
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Souls, 460-61
Vulnerability to evil spirits, 29
China, 76, 279, 284, 292
19th C. society, 175-76, 241-71,
291
Classes, terminology on, 295
History, 160-61, 182, 216, 234
Inheritance laws, 108
Social structure, 449
China, Government of. See also
People’s Republic of China
Concubinage, legislation on, 111
Dynastic system, 74, 387 (See also
specific dynasties)
Great Way of Former Heaven
beliefs on, 21314
Influence on Chinese popular
religion, 197-98
Mandate from Heaven, 195-96, 235
Oversight of medical professions,
506
State religion, 140, 176 n4 (See also
State cults)
China Buddhist Association, 140
Chinese language, 183
Dialects, 108
Romanization of, 24, 73 n1, 125 n3,
172-74, 202, 240, 446 n3
Wade system, 365 nl
Ching Ming. See Food offerings, ritual:
Cleaning of Graves rite. See also
Graves: Cleaning of
Christ, 196, 198
Christianity, Christians, 20, 180, 196,
236, 297, 307,471-72, 476, 483
Cinema. See Films
City God temple, Singapore, 97, 99,
101
City of London College, 3
Clans, 128-29, 243-46, 312, 370. See
also Lineage/clan associations
Class system, 281, 294-96
Clearing the Way on Reaching the
Bridge rite (Hoi Kwaan To K 'iu;
Kaiguan Daogiao), 4647
Clinics Ordinance (Hong Kong), 513
Cloth bundles, paper, 30, 32
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Clothes
Financing of, 349
Purification of during rites, 34
Ritual use of, 45-47, 68, 386, 395,
464, 467
“Cloud cities” (yun cheng), 216, 222
Co-operatives, agricultural, 110, 349—
50, 355-56. See also Pork societies
Coats, paper, 30, 42, 50, 54, 122, 394,
395
Cock God, 531, 538
Coffins, 304
Colds, 55, 460, 498, 540
Colleges, Chinese, 317
Colonialism, British. See Hong Kong
Colonial Government
Colours, 29 n5, 44, 50, 74, 217, 218,
232-33
Commerce. See Business and industry
Communism, 281
Communist China. See People’s
Republic of China
Communist Party, China, 12
Communist Party, Malaya. See Malayan
Races Liberation Army (MRLA)
Complete Purity (Quanzhen) School of
Taoism, 135-36
Concubinage, concubines (s 'ip, gie), 99,
107, 111-12, 116, 390 n9, 434, 436,
44044, 484
Confession of sins, 135
Confucianism, 146, 199, 287, 292, 368—
69, 417
Beliefs on Heaven, 374
Beliefs on man and nature, 532
Beliefs on marriage, 423-24
Beliefs on sexual abstinence, 219
Connexion to other great religions,
133, 161
Cosmology, 37274
Ethics, 134, 141
Influence on popular religion, 133,
141, 147, 197
Influence on traditional medicine,
472
Places of worship, 129, 249-50
Relation to syncretic religions, 145,

Index

205, 417
Confucius, 133, 218 n56
Analects, 236 n98
Consumer goods
As a source of prestige, 299301,
319-20, 344, 348
Rural versus urban attitudes towards,
344
Use in rites for the dead, 57
Contraception. See Abortion; Family
planning
Convents. See Nunneries
Cornell University, 13, 16
Cosmology, 133, 367-69, 371-74, 473,
538
19th C. beliefs, 241, 252, 262
Buddhist beliefs, 531-33
Compatibility of secular and non-
secular beliefs, 509-10
1 Guan Dao (I-kwan Tao) sect
beliefs, 236
Relation to traditional medicine,
451, 471-73, 507-8, 528-31, 536
Cost of living, 3034
Coupons (paper charms). See
Certificates (paper charms)
Cranmer-Byng, Jack, 14-15
Creatures, dangerous, 42, 42 nl4, 44, 79,
395
Credentials (die, paper charms), 80-81,
393. See also Honourable men
Credit system, 285, 293, 305, 339, 346—
47,351-52. See also Loans and
advances
Credit unions, 286 n22
Cremation, 122
Crime, 40, 59, 268, 292-93, 305, 308,
336, 436, 479. See also Secret
societies
Cross-roads. See Road junctions
Crossing the Bridge rite (Kwoh hsin
ch’iao, Guo xiangiao), 62, 68—69, 189
Crown land, New Territories, 338
Cultural associations, 179, 181, 198,
317
Cultural diseases. See Diseases and
disorders: Culture-bound
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Cultural institutions, Western. See
Western culture

Culture, beliefs on, 531-32

Culture, preservation of, 187-88, 198

Cymbals, 66

D
Da beichan. See Repentance, rite of
Da Dao. See “Great Way”
Dabo Gong. See Toa Peh Kong
Danan guan (Houses of Big
Difficulties). See “Death Houses”
Dancing, 65-66
Dancing girls, 107
Danger, 87. See also Troubles
Dangerous Drugs Ordinance (Hong
Kong), 492, 493, 505, 511, 513
Dangerous times. See Transitions
Dao. See Tao
Daoism. See Taoism
Daoyuan, 197-99
Daughters
Adoption of, 118, 434
Financial contribution to family,
320
Infanticide of, 426
Inheritance customs for, 310
Relations with family of origin, 59,
311,485
Value placed on, 109-10, 34344,
434-435. 439
Daughters, bonded (k ai-nii, giniii), 480
Daughters-in-law, 498
Dazhai. See Paying Respects rite
Death, 180, 368. See also Inheritance
customs; Rites for the dead; Spirits of
the dead
Beliefs on, 368, 374-76, 38687,
401-2, 46061
By drowning, 158
Customs related to disease, 455, 457
Of children (See Children, Death of)
Of elderly person, 71
Purification customs, 73, 76, 165
Death benefit societies, 59, 121-23,
158-59, 182-83, 191-94, 353, 512.
See also Long life associations
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Occupation-based, 441

Ritual practices associated with, 178

Vegetarian halls” management of,
112-13

Death certificates, 492, 493

“Death Houses”, 70, 101-2, 121, 122,
166

Conduct of research in, 5, 11
Role of, 59-60, 62-63

Debt, 285, 312. See also Credit system;
Loan associations; Loans and advances

Declaration of Peace (Anwen Die)
charm, 80, 8/

Deities (shan, shen), 149, 191-92, 198,
371-73, 467, 508, 531. See also
Festivals; Local cults; Religion,
popular (Little Tradition); Shrines;
Spirit mediums

Acquisition of characteristics of,
222

Activities of, 73-74, 241, 365-68,
383-84, 386

Agricultural, 176

As source of affliction, 387, 390-91,
395, 453, 454, 473

Bonding to children, 463, 481, 482

Buddhist worship of, 116, 129-30

Celestial system of government
(god-officials), 248-52, 376, 386—
87

Comparison between Malaya and
China, 147

Confucian, 141, 376

Depiction on charms, 80

Great Way of Former Heaven
beliefs, 144, 417

Indigenous Chinese, 136-37

Manufacture of statues of, 153

Origins (elevation) of, 141-43, 147,
155,222, 374-76

Raising up of (rite), 39, 53 n19

Relation to children with measles,
457

Seals, 393

Taoist, 114-16, 129, 135, 218 n56,
376

Terminology on, 125 nl, 374
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Worship of, 51-52, 125, 132, 153,
157-59
Yang nature of, 390, 473
Depression, 389, 475
Destiny. See Fate
Devils. See Spirits (demons)
Dialect-based associations, 177, 181-84,
191, 193. See also Territorial/dialect
associations
Die. See Credentials
Dildoes, 433
Dipamkara (Randeng Fo; Buddha of the
Burning Lamp), 215, 217, 218, 222,
232
Directions. See Five directions
Disabled persons, 164, 480, 484
Disasters, natural, 431
Diseases and disorders, 42 nl5, 56, 476
n2, 499, 513, 539, 545. See also
Emotional disturbances; Epidemics;
Haak-ts ’an; Measles
Causes of, 453, 477-78, 483, 498—
500, 527-40
Charms for, 56, 73-75, 87
Contagious (K ei-peng, qibing), 475,
492,497
Culture-bound, 514-15, 539, 545
Impact on families, 108, 486
In children (See Children, Disorders
in)
Influence of cosmic forces on, 365,
371, 383, 472-73
Influence of spirits on, 383, 401
“Modern”, 497
Moral aspects of, 401, 538
“Poisonous” (fuk, du) and “non-
poisonous”, 472-74, 499, 508
“Queer”, 474
Rites for, 27-50, 54-55, 73-76,
151-52, 156-57, 395-96, 526 (See
also Lifting the Influence rite)
Social origin of, 509-10
Terminology on, 450
Treatment of, 133, 257, 450, 452—
53, 456, 481, 526, 531-33
Distributing Flowers rite (Sanhua), 62,
69-70

Index

District associations, 190-191
Divination, 365, 382, 437, 473, 482,
529. See also Horoscopes
Eight Diagrams system, 215
Fees for, 157
History of, 141
Ritual practices, 40, 74, 79
Role in diagnosing illness, 29
Scholars’ involvement in, 370-72,
377
Source of income for vegetarian
halls, 123
Symbols, 151
Temple practices, 15658
Use of plants in, 50-51
Use of wood blocks in (See
Divining blocks)
Divining blocks (bei), 34-35, 37, 45,
154, 156-57
Dizang Wang (Buddha Saviour of Hell),
89,91
Djamour, Judith. See Freedman, Judith
Djamour
Doctors, traditional. See Herbalists
Doctors, Western (sai-i, xiyi), 516—17,
534. See also Medicine, Western
Emigration of, 494
Illegal, 504-5, 513, 54344
Private practice, 493-94
Protection from prosecution, 513
Registration of (Hong Kong), 493—
94,5004, 515, 524
Use of traditional medicine by, 514—
15,526
Dogs, 61, 457, 458, 531
Dong Wangkung (Royal Lord of the
East), 82, 87
Dormitories. See Bachelor houses;
Girls’ houses
“Double happiness”, 473
Dowries, 109, 440. See also Bride-price
Dragon Boat festival, 544
Dragon Flower sect (Longhua Men),
206 n12
Dreams, 101, 506. See also Nightmares
Drugs, illegal, 257, 500. See also
Opium
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Drums, 66, 93

Du. See Diseases and disorders:
“Poisonous”

Ducks, 63, 68—69, 456

“Dying Houses”. See “Death Houses’

Dynasties, 222. See also individual
dynasties

s

E
Eagles, 44, 531
Earth. See Heaven and Earth
Earth God (Tudi Gong), 37, 122, 135,
142, 155, 249, 400
Earthly branches. See Horoscopes:
Sixty-year cycle
Earthly cycles (Great Way of Former
Heaven sect), 215-18, 222, 232-36,
408, 417
Economy, 199-200, 323-24, 329
Edicts (jian; charms), 74, 393
Education, 198, 200, 281, 294, 307, 317,
348
19th C. rural China, 244, 250, 268—
69
Investment in, 179, 300, 311, 343—
44,349
Of daughters, 300, 34344
Public examinations, 287, 288
Relation to wealth and status, 316—
17,319, 334, 372
Western style, 179, 294
Effigies, paper, 28, 394, 397, 402
Ritual use of, 62-63, 386, 395
Use in ghost marriages, 101-3
Eggs, 36, 37, 45, 64
Eight characters of birth, 29, 74, 156,
371, 382-84, 391, 478-79
Eight Diagrams (Bagua) charm, 79, 80,
81
Eight Diagrams sect, 265
Elder care. See Aged care
Elements. See Five basic elements
Elevating T aai Sui rite. See Raising up
Tai Seou rite
Elliott, Alan, 5
Emotional disturbances, 498-99, 509—
10,517
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Emperors
Position in Chinese popular religion,
248
Rule by “heaven’s decree”, 146 n35
Worship of, 125 nl, 130 (See also
Deities; and individual names of
emperors)

Employment. See also Business and
industry; Occupations; Women,
Employment

Cottage industries, 437

Impact of industrialization on, 109—
10, 320-21, 428

Influence on family solidarity, 292,
296

Role of associations in, 200

English language, 179

English people in Hong Kong, 275 nl,
304

Enlightenment, Buddhist, 137, 139, 161

Entertainment, 3001, 352

Environmental disturbances. See
Miasmata

Epidemics, 371, 497, 509, 544

Esoteric sects. See Sectarian religion

Ethers, impersonal, 367-67. See also
Yin and yang

Ethics, 297, 506

Ethnography, 18, 19

European Conference Center, Burg
Wartenstein, Austria, 13

Evil influences, 84, 100, 384, 395

Evil spirits. See Spirits (demons)

Exorcism, 36-38, 42, 79, 390, 537-38.
See also Zhang Taoling

Experts, ritual, 192, 252, 269, 374, 378,
463, 468. See also Monks, Buddhist;
Nuns, Buddhist; Priests; Vegetarians

Association with temples, 28, 392
Knowledge of charm lore, 73, 74
Payment for services, 305, 306
Role in treatment of disorders, 526,
541
Services provided, 52, 121, 164,
166-67, 171, 391-92
“External”, terminology on, 529-30
External Classic (Waijing), 530
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“Extreme”. See “Strangeness” theory
Eye diseases, 491, 505, 513, 544

F

Fa Yi Paau. See Flowery Coats Packet

Fa-meng. See Horoscopes: Mother’s
“flower fate”

Fa-wong foo-mo (huawang fumu,
Mother and Father Gardener), 476,
484-85

Face, loss of, 59, 61-62, 320. See also
Social status

Factories, 303, 324, 428

Family, 88, 108, 157, 413—14. See also
specific family members

Conflict in, 73, 82, 343

Confucian beliefs on, 141, 369

Harmony of forces on, 370, 486,
532

Impact on social status, 308, 317

Income from members abroad, 320,
344, 348, 350-51, 359-60

Influence on economic
values/behaviour, 281, 283-86,
292, 322-34, 348

Joint families, 107-9, 338, 341

Organization of, 281-86, 296, 484—
85

Rituals related to, 189-91

Terms of address within, 484

Family, spiritual. See Pseudo-kinship
relations

Family businesses, 306, 322-24

Family planning, 43940, 511. See also
Abortion

Fan. See Banners, funerary

Farmers, 178, 284-85, 331-61. See also
Rice farmers; Vegetable farmers

Immigrants, 331-34, 338-39, 344—
50, 353-54

Indigenous, 331-38, 34041, 345,
34749, 351-56

Fate. See also Eight characters of birth;
Karma; Horoscopes; Plant of life;
Prayers to Change Fate

19th C. beliefs on, 241

Index

Adoption by Mother goddess to
overcome, 431
“Expensive fate” (kui mia, guiming),
477
Influence on health, 506
Influences on, 383-86, 391, 436
Non-marrying (blind), 432-33, 437,
439
Of souls, 467 (See also Afterlife)
Terminology on, 491-82
“Fate money”, 39, 46
Fathers, role of, 32, 283, 322-23
Fear
Incantations against (Haam-king,
hanjing, “calling out (against)
fear”), 464, 535-38
Objects of, 460, 464, 465-66
Fei Hsia Tsing She (Feixia Qingshe)
vegetarian hall, 130, 131, 164, 414
Female principle. See Yin and yang
Feng-shui (geomancy), 360, 370, 411,
415-16, 515. See also under Graves
In agricultural communities, 345
Influence on economic
values/behaviour, 290, 304, 334
Role in traditional medicine, 510,
529
Scholars’ involvement in, 372
Terminology on, 531
Fertility, 73, 427, 483. See also Long-
life, prosperity, fertility triad
Charms for, 85, 87
Rites for, 55-56, 80 (See also
Surrounding the Garden rite)
Festival associations, 189, 193-94, 352
Festivals, 76, 128, 157-59, 418-19
19th C., 184-85, 249, 251-52
Celebration in nunneries, 118, 169
Celebration in vegetarian halls,
122-23, 165
Financing of, 352
Gambling at, 344
Rites performed at, 27, 73, 80, 84,
87-88, 150, 381
Variety of, 147, 256
Women’s attendance at, 430
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Fevers, 47-50, 539
Field, Constance Elaine, 19
Filial piety, 141, 286, 302, 497-98
Films, 15, 201, 323-24, 443
Financial management, 312, 43444,
348. See also Credit system; Loans
and advances
Fire Official (deity), 79
Firth, Raymond, 2, 3, 13, 18-19, 490—
91
Fishing industry, 426-28, 445
Five basic elements (wuxing; five
agents), 365, 36768, 371, 462, 528
Cosmic theory of, 538
Relation to horoscopes, 53
Relation to traditional medicine,
476, 451-52, 498
Role in Great Way of Former
Heaven administration, 223, 409
Transliteration issues re, 449 n3
“Five Bushel” Taoism, 134-35
Five demons (ng-kwa, wu gui), 531
Five directions, 222
Floods, 31, 408
Flower fates, 476
Flowers, 45, 51, 52, 69-70, 150
Flowery Coats Packet (Fa Yi Paau, Hua
yi bao), 54
Flowery Tower charm, 5455
Foetuses, 475, 483-84
Folk religion. See Religion, popular
(Little Tradition)
Folk tales, 376, 377
Food, 300, 308. See also Vegetarianism
As payment for services, 305
Expenditures on, 313, 314
For pregnancy and childbirth, 475
“Hot” and “cold”, 456
Medicinal use of, 453, 455-57,
474-75, 499, 510-11
To restore or maintain balance, 477,
534, 535
Food offerings, ritual, 28-29, 32, 4546,
156, 159
At festivals, 419
Cleaning of Graves rite (Ching
Ming, Qingming), 122
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Ghost marriage rites, 102
Occasional rites, 36, 45, 71, 393,
395
Rites for the dead, 63, 6668, 150
Foot binding, 109, 426, 435, 445
Freedman, Judith Djamour, 3, 11
Freedman, Maurice, 3, 11, 12, 13, 16,
20
Friendship, 305. See also Social
obligations
Charms re, 80, 8/
Economic aspects of, 297, 312
Sealed through ghost marriage, 99
Frigidity, sexual, 437
Fruit farming, 332. See also Mulberry
culture
Fu, 73-74, 87-88. See also Charms,
paper
Fude Zhengshen, 142
Fujian (Fukian) Province, China, 33, 52,
175
19th C., 251, 258
Chinese dialects, 5, 183 n22, 276,
485
Return of emigrants to, 288
Role of women in the economy, 109,
445
Syncretic religions, 196
Triad societies’ activity, 186, 266
Fujian (Hokkien) dialect, 5, 183 n22,
276, 485
Fujianese (Hokkien) people, 28, 136,
145,151, 153, 184
Child-rearing practices, 473, 477
Festivals, 157-58
Interaction with other dialect groups,
116
Mediumship, 391 n10
Ritual practices of, 59, 75, 87, 97,
99, 191-92
Funeral benefit schemes. See Death
benefit societies
Fung-shui. See Feng-shui
Future cycle. See Earthly cycles

G
Gambling, 309, 344, 348-50, 358, 481
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Games, 143
Gangs, 201. See also Triad societies
Gate rite. See Passing through the Gate
rite
Gender, Pure Land sect beliefs on, 115,
254
Genealogies, 168
19th C. rural China, 244
Master-disciple pseudo-kinship
relations, 192 n46, 228, 25455,
257
Traditional medical practitioners,
451-52
General Medical Council, Great Britain,
493, 501
Gentry, 24647, 292-95, 297-98, 301,
320
Care for unmarried daughters, 441
Economic values/behaviour of, 283,
287-88
Resistance to British rule, 428
Geomancy. See Feng-shui
Ghost marriages (Yinqu), 95, 97-103,
130, 402, 434-35
Charms used for, 80
Conduct of research on, 11
Material apparatus, 80, 82, 94, 100—
2
Ghosts (gui; kuei), 368, 374-75. See
also Hungry Ghosts; Spirits (demons);
Spirits of the dead
Gibb, Hugh, 15
Gibson-Hill, Carl A., 11
Gift giving, 312-14, 344, 348
Impact on assessments of wealth,
318
In Chinese-Western relationships,
305
In religious rites, 401
Gilds, 176 n3, 178
Girls’ houses, 109, 432, 440, 445-46
God of War (Kuan Ti; Guandi). 137,
141, 154, 188.
God-Who-Protects-the-Family, 85, 87
Goddess of Light/Dawn (Zhunti), 91,
418
Goddess of Mercy. See Guanyin

Index

Gods and goddesses. See Deities
Gods of the Twelve Constellations, 84,
87
Gods of the year, 39. See also
Minister/Ministry of Time
Going through the Barrier rite, 384
Going through the Gate rite. See
Passing through the Gate rite
Gold, 299-300, 305, 321, 344, 462
Gold and silver bullion, paper, 30, 31,
36, 46, 53, 68, 394
Golden Flower Mother goddess (Jin
Hua Mo, Kam Fa Mo), 376, 377, 383,
385,395, 484-85
Golden Mother goddess (Jinmu), 55-56,
128, 144, 216, 376
Great Way of Former Heaven
beliefs, 214, 216-17, 232
Names for, 417-18
Rites involving, 51-52, 236, 237
Spiritual adoption of children by,
431
Sutras, 221 n62
Terms of address, 214, 236-37
Golden Mother of the Yao Pool (Yao
Ch’ih Chin Mu, Yaochi Jinmu), 144,
417
Golden Orchid Associations (Jinlan
Hui), 432-34, 433
Golden tablets (Jinpai; charms), 78-79,
393
Goldsmiths, 184
Gongs, 66
Good luck, 70, 71, 386 n5, 394. See
also Long-life, prosperity, fertility
triad; Prosperity
Amulets for, 159
Charms for, 80, 395
New Year customs, 40 nl1
Rites for, 178, 481-82
Good Omen paper (charm), 31-33, 45,
47,50, 395
Goodness halls. See Benevolence halls
Gossip, 31, 40, 386, 389
Grandfathers, 446
Grandfathers, bonded (k 'ai-ye, giye),
480-81
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Grandmothers, 32, 34, 35, 446, 457
Grandsons, adoption of, 97-98
Grass, amulets from, 457
Graves, 192
19th C. religious practices, 243, 249
Cleaning of (Qingming, ), 91, 122,
163, 164
Feng-shui of, 345-46, 370
Inscriptions on, 188
Property rights on, 296
Sacred (keramat), 158, 159
Siting of, 365
Great Saint. See Monkey God (Great
Saint)
Great Tradition (religion), 373, 376-77
“Great Way” (Da Dao), 213, 214
Great Way of Former Heaven (Xiantian
Dadao) ranks, 219-31, 236, 239, 259—
63,407,413-14
Women’s ranks, 162 n63, 407
Wu-gung (Five Lords), 211, 222-24,
227,228
Great Way of Former Heaven (Xiantian
Dadao) sects, 1-2, 18, 127-28, 143—
44,193, 236 n99, 412. See also
Ideological associations; Kuei-ken
Men; Vegetarian halls
Administration, 147, 223-24,261—
64, 267 n52, 409
Beliefs, 144-47, 203,207 n17, 213—
18,238,376 n10, 407-9, 431
Branches, 145-46, 164, 203-40,
260-61, 409, 412, 417-18 (See
also Tung Shan She sect)
Heaven’s Mandate for patriarchs,
206-7
History of, 160-61, 204-8, 211-12,
407, 430-31
Inner and outer sects, 205-10, 232—
33,235-38
Institutionalization of, 178-79
Master-disciple pseudo-kinship
relations, 128, 213, 228-29, 259
61,260, 264, 269
Meetings, 218, 219 n62, 232 n83
Member requirements, 219-20, 227,
229-30, 432, 436, 444
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Names associated with, 206, 211,
217,231-35
Non-vegetarian sects, 260
Organization of, 267 n52
Patriarchs (zu), 160-61, 211-12,
221 n62, 222 n67, 227, 232-33,
259,261, 263, 267 n52, 409
Possible connexion to White Lotus
Society, 234-35
Relationships with other religious
groups, 231, 236-38
Rites, 263
Sources of income, 128 (See also
Sin Tin Taoism Association Ltd.)
Spread of, 226-27, 234-35, 261,
410
Supernatural powers of, 222
Suppression of, 144, 222-23, 230—
33, 238-39, 259-61, 270, 409-11,
445
Sutras, 259, 41617
“Grinding bean curd” (mo doufu). See
Lesbianism
Guan. See Kwaan
Guandi. See God of War
Guangdong Province, 275, 393, 415,
450,471, 491. See also Marriage
resistance; Shun-te (Shunte) district,
Kwangtung Province
19th C., 246-47, 258
Chinese dialects, 183 n22, 276
Economy of, 109-10, 284-85, 426,
445
Emigration from, 76, 175, 288, 323,
331, 428-29
Funeral practices, 60
Geography of, 426
History of, 135, 213 n38, 411, 428
Lineage groups, 426
Old age supports, 442
Religious practices, 27-28, 168—69,
376
Separation of sexes, 42728
Triad societies’ activity, 186, 266
Vegetarian halls, 164, 255, 414
Guangong (Kuan-kung) temple, 188
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Guanyin (Kuan Yin), 115-16, 118, 128,
154,222,431
Depiction on prayer sheets, 138
Festivals, 122, 156, 158, 169, 194,
406
Identification of Mother goddess
with, 417-18
Incarnations of, 222 n67
Invocation in rites for the dead, 66
Places of worship for, 35, 36, 87,
130, 441
Rites for, 170
Role in underworld, 390
Six forms of, 144
Guanyin Tang. See Kuan Yin T ang
Gui (“expensive”) fate of children, 477
Gui (ghosts). See Ghosts
Guigen (Return to the Void/Root), 214,
217,368
Guigen Men. See Kuei-ken Men
Guilt, feelings of, 401
Guiming. See Fate: “Expensive fate”
Guiren. See Honourable men
Guiren luma. See Honourable men
Guo xiangiao. See Crossing the Bridge
rite
Guoguan. See Passing through the Gate
rite
Guomindang (Kuomintang), 509, 512,
544
Gupo wu (spinsters’ houses), 44041

H
Haak-ts ’an (“injury by fright”), 449,
459-69, 515, 527, 532, 539, 545.
Beliefs on, 450, 453-54
Diagnosis of, 461-62, 465-66, 536
Treatment for, 462, 476, 536
Haam-king. See Fear: Incantations
against
Hainanese dialect, 183 n22
Hainanese people, 142-43, 184, 198
Hairdressing ritual. See Tzu-shu nii
Hakka dialect, 183 n22
Hakka people, 28, 160, 276, 334-35,
340-41, 418, 450. See also “Boat
people” (Hakka)

Index

Child-rearing practices, 526
Interaction with other dialect groups,
116
Practice of ghost marriages among,
101
Research on, 332 nl
Second-generation immigrants, 163
Hanjing. See Fear: Incantations against
Hankow (Hankou), China, 233, 238,
262
Harmony, cosmic, 365, 368, 377, 462,
486, 532. See also Yin and yang
Changes in, 457-58, 463 (See also
Transitions)
Compeatibility of secular and non-
secular beliefs, 50910
External balance (See Mystical
science)
Factors promoting, 498-99
Great Way of Former Heaven
beliefs, 214
Internal balance (See Quasi-science)
Reasons for imbalance, 528-29, 544,
473
Relation to health, 371, 468-69,
498-99, 509-10, 531-37
Taoist beliefs on, 368—70, 506
Harmony, social, 431
Harvest, charms for, 87
Headaches, rites for. See Lifting the
Influence rite
Health. See also Diseases and disorders
Charms for, 88
Influence of cosmic forces on, 383
(See also Harmony, cosmic)
Represented on plant of life, 50-51,
391
Taoist concern with, 369
Health care. See Medical system, Hong
Kong
Heat (it; re) and cold (leung, liang)
theory, 455-56, 477, 539
Relation to haak-ts’an, 461
Relation to health and illness, 474—
75, 498-99, 528, 534
Relation to measles, 455-46
Yin and yang qualities, 508
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Heaven, Earth and Man society, 513
Heaven and Earth, 365, 367, 369-70,
376, 382, 528, 538
As source of disease, 472, 473
Compatibility of secular and non-
secular beliefs, 509—10
Confucian beliefs on, 369, 374
Deities associated with, 83, 374
Effect on social relationships and
material success, 478
Great Way of Former Heaven
beliefs, 213
Role in marriage, 479
Taoist beliefs on, 135, 368-69
Heaven and Earth League (Hong Men).
See Triad societies
Heavenly Dog, 36, 42 n14
Heavenly Mother. See Golden Mother
goddess
Heavenly stems. See Horoscopes: Sixty-
year cycle
Hei Faan. See Lifting the Influence rite
Hell. See Afterlife
“Hell bank notes”. See Money, paper
Herbalists (traditional medical
practitioners), 456, 472-73, 492-93,
534. See also Medicine, traditional
Associations, 491, 512—-13
Government regulation of, 495,
505-10, 513, 517
Illegal Western doctors’ use of term,
495-96, 504-5, 524
Income, 541-42
Membership in Triad societies, 513
Payment for services, 305, 306
Specialists, 529 (See also
Acupuncture; Bone-setters)
Standards of practice, 454, 506, 510,
512
Statistics on, 495
Training, 495, 54243, 545
Use of Western medicines and
technology, 495, 51012, 524
Heroes, deified, 130, 136-37, 141, 153,
247. See also Deities
Hinayana Buddhism (“Lesser Vehicle”),
137, 139, 180, 198
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HKBRAS. See Royal Asiatic Society

Hong Kong Branch

HKCMA. See Hong Kong Chinese

Medical Association

HKMA. See Hong Kong Medical

Association

Hoi Kwaan To K’iu. See Clearing the

Way on Reaching the Bridge rite

Hokkien dialect. See Fujian (Hokkien)

dialect

Hokkien people. See Fujianese

(Hokkien) people

Homeostasis, theory of. See Harmony,

cosmic

Homes, 27-28

Homosexuality, 481

Hong (Society). See Triad societies
Hong Kong, 145, 167, 276, 313-14,

489-90

Censuses, 278, 338, 339, 491, 497

Chinese dialects spoken, 275-76

Contact with Westerners, 297-99,
321, 327-28

District administration, 333-34,
410-11

Economy, 279-81, 291-93, 312,
316, 327-29, 332 nl, 497

Education levels, 497-98

Geography of, 304, 333

Great Way of Former Heaven sect
activity in, 410-12

Heterogeneity of society, 27577

Housing survey, 275 n2, 278

Immigration to, 27678, 28081,
293, 295-97, 326, 333, 429, 443

Indigenous people, 333

Inheritance laws and customs, 335

Mortality rates, 497

Need for medical practitioners,
492-93, 496-97

Research on, 277-79, 449-50

Social structure, 276, 295, 318-19,
329 (See also “Hong Kong
families™)

Taxes, 318
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Topley’s career in, 1-2, 11-14, 18—
19 (See also Royal Asiatic Society
Hong Kong Branch)
Urbanization of, 331, 497
Hong Kong Chinese Medical
Association (HKCMA), 493, 495, 513,
544
Hong Kong Colonial Government, 4, 14,
319, 431, 489-90
Civil service, 294, 305, 31617
Department of Medicine and Health,
492-93, 501-3
Economic policy, 326
Governance, 309-10, 31618, 328—
29,333-34, 412
Health legislation, 492, 493, 503,
505,511, 513-14, 524
Honorary positions, 294-95
Policy towards traditional medicine,
492, 505-6, 51618, 523-24, 525
Policy towards Western medicine,
492-93, 5004, 505, 516-18
“Hong Kong families”, 276-77, 295,
296, 316-17, 319-20
Hong Kong Housing Authority, 306
Hong Kong Medical Association
(HKMA), 493, 494, 504, 545
Hong Kong Medical Council, 500
Hong Kong New Territories, 320, 412,
471. See also Farmers; Land, Hong
Kong New Territories
Emigration from, 306, 34142,
344-45, 348, 350-51
Governance, 289, 317, 332-35, 340,
343-46, 349-53, 356, 358
Population, 276, 331-32, 337, 338,
346
Hong Kong University. See University
of Hong Kong, The
Hong Men Heaven and Earth League.
See Triad societies
Hongbao. See Red packets
Honourable men (kwai yan; Guiren)
credentials, 42, 44, 80-82, 387, 394—
96
Honourable men and lucky horses
(Kwai yan lok ma), 43, 44, 84, 95, 394,

Index

395, 398, 399

Honourable Men from Everywhere
(Sifang Guiren), 84

Horoscopes, 59, 74, 391. See also Eight
characters of birth

Information used in occasional rites,
34, 36, 50

Mismatches in, 29, 52-53, 118, 465,
469, 478-79, 486, 529, 534, 535

Mother’s “flower fate” (fa-meng,
huaming), 476

Relation to fate, 439

Relation to health or illness, 477,
499-500, 510, 515, 534

Sixty-year cycle, 52-53

Use in arranging marriages, 97,
1012

Horses, paper, 30, 42

Hospitals, 59-60, 130, 539

“Hot poison” (it-tuk; redu), 454, 455

Houses of Big Difficulties (Danan
guan). See “Death Houses”

Housing, 28, 130-31, 298, 329, 348,
497. See also Vegetarian halls

As a source of prestige, 300-1, 320

For women (See Girls’ houses;
Vegetarian halls)

Government ownership of, 306

Investment in, 344, 346

Housing Board, Hong Kong, 329

Hsi Wang Mu. See Western Royal
Mother

Hsi-ch’iao, Kwangtung Province, 424—
26, 428,430

Hsien T’ien Men. See Pudu Men

Hsu, Francis, 281-82, 285

Hua yi bao. See Flowery Coats Packet

Huaming. See Horoscopes: Mother’s
“flower fate”

Huawang fumu (fa-wong foo-mo,
Mother and Father Gardener), 476,
484-85

Hui. See Voluntary associations

Human body, 451, 460

Human substitutes. See Effigies;
Scapegoats

Humanity, humans. See Man
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Humours, bodily, 371, 460, 498-99,
508
Hung paau. See Red packets
Hungry Ghosts (pretas), 57, 59, 115
Legends re, 61-62
Rites for, 68, 91-92, 169-70, 190,
419
Hupeh (Hubei) Province, China, 135,
232
Hygiene, Taoist, 221

I
1 Guan Dao (I-kuan Tao; Way of
Pervading Unity) sect, 236, 238-39.
See also under Cosmology
1-Ching. See Book of Changes (Yijing)
I-kuan Tao. See I Guan Dao
I-tuk kung-tuk. See “Poisonous”
medicines
Ideological associations, 195-200
[llness. See Diseases and disorders
Immigrants, immigration, 142, 187, 352,
497
Aged care for (See Vegetarian halls)
Aims of, 108, 178, 358
Impact of ban on vegetarian halls on,
118-19, 145
Pioneer worship, 142, 155, 185
Women, 107, 264
Immortal Youth (Tong Xian), 82, 87
Immortals, Taoist, 531
Imperial edicts, 393
Incense. 28, 50, 67, 93, 150, 393
Manufacture and sale of, 121, 156,
394 nll
“Opening” charms with, 74
Use in occasional rites, 31-36, 40,
44-47,53, 54
Use with prayer sheets, 91
India, 133 n9, 207 n18
Indians in Hong Kong, 275 nl
Indians in Singapore, 180 n14
Indigenous associations, 352, 353
Individualism, 281, 282, 369, 511
Indonesia, 145, 410
Industrialization, 110, 279, 291, 343.
See also Business and industry

589

Impact on employment levels, 428—
29
Impact on old age social support,
302
Increase in demand for female
labour resulting from, 443
Influence on Great Way of Former
Heaven popularity, 431
Work conditions, 324-26
Infanticide, 426, 435, 484, 486, 532
Infections, rites for. See Lifting the
Influence rite
Inheritance customs, 58, 108, 112, 285,
292,303, 310-11, 338
Inoculation, 456, 492, 493, 511
“Internal”, terminology on, 529-30
Internal Classic (Neijing), 530
Islam, 152, 196, 236
It. See Heat and cold theory
It-tuk. See “Hot poison”

J
Jade, 66, 460—63, 466, 535, 536
Jade Emperor, 88, 376, 387, 464, 536
Festivals, 157-58
Origin of, 135
Places of worship for, 130, 153, 155
Jade Maidens (Yu Nii), 82, 87
Japan, 4, 345. See also Sino-Japanese
War
Jewellery, 344, 349, 460, 461. See also
Bangles; Gold; Jade
Jiama charm. See Armour and Horse
charm
Jian. See Edicts
Jiao Jing. See Calling Back the Soul
rite
Jie yin. See Buddha: Sign of
Jile (Western Paradise), 91, 114, 137—
38,432
Jile Si. See Kek Lok Si
Jin Hua Mo. See Kam Fa Mo
Jin Miao. See Temple of the Golden
Flower
Jinlan Hui. See Golden Orchid
Associations
Jinmu. See Golden Mother goddess
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Jinpai. See Golden tablets

Jiuhuang (Nine Kings) temple, 152, 157
Johnson, Elizabeth, 16

Johnson, Graham, 16

Jones, J. R., 15

Joss. See Incense

Joyful Affairs charm, 55-56

K
Kaai sai, jiexi. See Untying and
Washing Away (the Illness) rite
Kadoorie Agricultural Aid Association,
334, 339-40, 347
Kadoorie Agricultural Loan Fund, 334,
356
K’ai-kwoh. See Children: Bonding to
outside individuals or entities
K’ai-ma. See Mothers, bonded; Mothers,
spiritual
K’ai-nii. See Daughters, bonded
K'ai-tsai. See Sons, bonded
K’ai-ye. See Grandfathers, bonded
Kaiguan Daogiao. See Clearing the
Way on Reaching the Bridge rite
Kaitan (Opening the Ceremony ritual),
61
Kam Fa Mo. See Golden Flower Mother
goddess
Kam Ha Ching She vegetarian hall,
Kowloon, 414, 415, 418, 419
Kam Mieu. See Temple of the Golden
Flower
Karma, 531-33. See also Fate
K’ei-kwaai (qiguai, “strange-queer”,
Cantonese), 472, 474, 482. See also
Newborns: “Poisonous” nature of
K’ei-peng. See Diseases and disorders:
Contagious; “Strange” disease
Kek Lok Si (Jile Si, Penang temple), 127,
137
Kinship. See also Clans; Family;
Lineage/clan associations
19th C. rural China, 243, 244, 268
Business dealings based on, 285,
312
Influence on social cohesion, 268,
335, 341, 355

Index

Kinship associations, 175-76, 179, 192
n46, 193, 229
Kitchen God, 88
Kiu Keng. See Calling Back the Soul
rite
Kowloon, Hong Kong, 276, 335, 419,
526
Aged care, 412
Agriculture, 35354
History of, 333, 489
Riots over ferry rates, 32627
Vegetarian halls, 405-21, 418-20
(See also Wing Lok T'ung
vegetarian hall)
Kuan Ti. See God of War
Kuan Yin. See Guanyin
Kuan Yin T’ang (Guanyin Tang)
vegetarian hall, 158, 162
Kuan-kung (Guangong) temple, 188
Kuei (ghosts). See Ghosts
Kuei-ken Men (Guigen Men, Sect of
Reverting to the Root (of Things)/First
Principle), 14546, 205-6, 214 n42,
221 n62, 408
History, 209, 212
Mother goddess, 417
Names for, 235
Patriarchs, 207 n17, 207 n18, 222
n67
Political orientation, 216
Ranks, 220, 224, 225, 227
Kui mia. See Fate: “Expensive fate”
Kuomintang (Guomindang), 509, 512,
544
Kwaai (guai; “strange”). See
“Strangeness” theory
Kwaan (guan; barriers), 384, 389. See
also Children: Dangerous
times/barriers
Kwai yan. See Honourable men
Kwai yan lok ma. See Honourable men
and lucky horses
Kwoh hsin ch’iao. See Crossing the
Bridge rite
Kwoh Kwaan. See Passing through the
Gate rite
Kwoh Kwaan paper, 33
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L
La-taat (lata, unclean), 454, 455
Land, China, 244, 245, 326
Land, Hong Kong New Territories, 302,
311, 335-37,341-44
Alienation in perpetuity of, 31011,
335,336
Communal ownership of, 304-6,
343, 358-59 (See also
Lineage/clan associations: Land
held by)
Development of, 337-38, 342-43,
359-60
Government expropriation of, 243—
43,337, 346
Leasing of, 335-36
Measurement of, 304, 337
Ownership of, 283—85, 288—-89, 292,
296, 314, 334-37, 341-44, 358
(See also Gentry)
Sale of, 303, 304, 34243, 346,
348-49
Valuation of (See Feng-shui)
Landscape as source of “poison”
disease, 473
Lao Tzu (Laozi), 129, 133-35, 139, 144,
417
Laoshi. See Vegetarian halls: Teachers
Laozi. See Lao Tzu
Lata. See la-taat
Law, Chinese, 278
Law and Economy School, 288
Lawsuits, fear of, 31
Lay monks, Buddhist, 126
Lay nuns (zhaigu), 126
Leadership, influence of wealth on, 294
Leprosy, 474, 499, 515
Lesbianism, 18, 433
“Lesser Vehicle”. See Hinayana
Buddhism
Leung. See Heat and cold theory
Liang. See Heat and cold theory
Lifting the Influence rite/Lifting off the
Offence rite (Hei Faan; Qi Fan), 50,
395
Limitless, Void Holy Mother. See
Golden Mother goddess
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Lineage/clan associations, 346, 352,
353, 440-41, 503
Agricultural co-operatives, 345
Care for soul tablets in, 128, 185-86,
189
Care for the poor, 336
In China, 175-76, 182, 252, 265,
267
Land held by, 289, 304-5, 336, 338,
341, 358-59
Temples owned by, 150-51
Women’s membership in, 190-91
Lineage/clan villages, China, 276, 284,
332 nl, 333-34, 426
19th C., 242, 245, 247, 250
Ancestor worship in, 242-46, 268—
69
Sectarian religion in, 265
Lineages, 243-46, 289, 296
Buddhist, 193
Landownership, 336-37, 342
Operation of bachelor and spinster
houses, 429, 44041
Relation to surnames, 306
Ling. See Bones: Spiritual power of
Literacy, 261-62, 432, 436
Little men (siu-yan; xiaoren), 386, 400,
464. See also Prayer against the Little
Man rite; Spirits (demons)
Little Tradition. See Religion, popular
(Little Tradition)
Liu, James, 15
Liugui zi. See Children: Drawing a spirit
of the dead
Loan associations, 285-86, 312, 348,
352,443
Affiliation with other associations,
189, 194
Fraud within, 285, 286 n22
Ritual practices associated with, 178
Loans and advances, 285, 303, 312-13,
325, 340, 344-53, 356-58
Local cults, 131, 372, 376. See also
Ancestor worship; State cults
Development of, 141-42, 149-52,
155
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Rural China, 176, 242, 246-52,
268-69

Loh-kwai tsai. See Children: Drawing a
spirit of the dead

London School of Economics (LSE), 3—
5,12,13,16

London-Cornell Project, 13

Long life, 71, 88, 136, 145, 171 n74,
221,369

Long life, prosperity, fertility triad, 83

Long life associations, 189-93. See also
Death benefit societies

Long life charm (Baoshou Die), 80, 81

Long life rice, 71

“Longevity” tablets (ancestor tablets),
150

Longhua Men. See Dragon Flower sect

Longhua sect, 145, 229-30, 237, 261

Longhua trees, 147

Longpai. See Soul tablets, temporary

Lo Wei Ch’un, Patriarch (Hsien T ien
Ta Tao), 160-61,209-11, 211 n27,
222,237-38

Lotus sutra, 254

LSE. See London School of Economics

Lu (“lucky” or “green”), 84, 394

Luck. See Bad luck; Good luck

“Lucky horses”, 43, 82. See also
Honourable men and lucky horses

Lung diseases, 475

Lung pai. See Soul tablets, temporary

M
Ma-ch’an. See Measles
Ma-tsai. See Measles
Macau, 5, 12, 275 nl
Magic, 529-30. See also Occult
practices
Mahayana Buddhism (“Greater
Vehicle”), 137, 161, 458
Mabhayana sutras, 210, 211, 221 n62
Maitreya (“Buddha to come™), 147,
215-18, 222, 232-35, 408-9
Malaya, 4, 58, 76, 151, 410
Immigration to, 110-12, 429, 442
Vegetarian halls, 145, 161-62
Malayan Races Liberation Army

Index

(MRLA), 4
Malaysians in Singapore, 180 n14
Male principle. See Yin and yang
Malinowski, Bronislaw, 3
“Mammoth” papers, 78, 79, 94
Man, 367-69, 472, 531-33. See also
Human body; Men; Women
Nature of, 374-75, 468, 498-99,
509-10, 528, 531
Relation with cosmos, 382-86, 400
Man Fat Tong vegetarian hall, Ngau
Chi Wan, 414-15
Man Yuan T’ong vegetarian hall, Hong
Kong, 414
Manchu Dynasty, 141, 161, 177 n5, 186,
187
Mandates (paper charms), 74, 393
Manure, human. See Night-soil
Magqin. See Measles
Marriage, 97-98, 101, 123, 420, 485.
See also Bride-price; Women, married
By proxy, 435
Changes in, 443
Charms related to, 82, 439
Period of adjustment to, 472
Polarization of, 474
Rites for, 479, 480
Selection of partner, 53, 109, 437—
40, 479
Stability of, 282
Women’s attitudes towards, 109-10,
115-17 (See also Marriage
resistance)
Marriage Affinity Rock (Yan-uen Shek),
481
Marriage code, republican, 110
Marriage resistance, 2, 18, 109-10, 116,
190-91, 255, 42346
“Master of the incense”, 67
Matchmakers, 109, 437
Materialism, 279, 281, 289, 294. See
also Wealth accumulation
Mazai. See Measles
Measles (Ma-ch 'an; maqin; ma-tsai;
mazai), 19, 46869, 476, 515, 527, 545
Customs on, 449-50, 453-59, 472
Mortality related to, 454, 476 n2
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Relation to “hot-cold” theory, 455—
59
Medical anthropology, 2, 13, 18, 19
Medical associations, 493-96, 502, 504,
512-14, 524-25, 543-44
Medical facilities, Hong Kong
Charitable, 493-95, 502-4, 513, 542
Government-operated, 494, 501,
502, 504-5, 525-26, 539
Medical malpractice, 503
Medical Registration Ordinance (Hong
Kong), 491, 493-94
Medical system, Hong Kong, 490. See
also Medicine, traditional; Medicine,
Western
Access to, 497, 5001, 504, 517,
540-42
Demands on, 496-98
Linkages between traditional and
Western practitioners, 495-96, 525
Usage patterns, 497-99, 514-18,
526, 533-46
Medicine, traditional, 99, 134, 198 n58,
371, 378, 451-54, 472-76, 530, 536.
See also Herbalists
Anthropological research on, 489—
90
Connexion between scholarly and
popular traditions, 453, 456, 466,
507
Continuum of practices, 495, 508—
10
Demand for, 496-500, 513-15,
524-25, 541-42
Explanations of drug effects, 508
Herbs/medicines, 378, 389, 452,
454-59, 50817, 524-25, 536,
540-41
Historical developments, 451-52,
489-90, 527
Hong Kong policy on, 491-92,
504-11, 51718, 52324, 54345
Incorporation of Western treatments
into, 526
Personal practice of, 452-53, 507,
540 (See also Herbalists)
Practice by Western-trained doctors,
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493-94
Practices considered dangerous by
Western medicine, 505, 545
Ritual aspects of, 451, 467-69, 506,
510, 517, 52627
Scholarly tradition (Great Tradition),
451-54, 456-57, 466, 472-73,
506-8, 527
Terminology on, 492, 529-31
Medicine, Western, 99, 198 n58, 378,
456, 462, 536, 539. See also Doctors,
Western
Acceptance of, 515-16
Availability of, 501, 51415, 524,
53940
Ethical aspects of, 500
Evolution of, 489-90
Financial aspects of, 307
Hong Kong government policy
towards, 492-94, 5004
Illegal practitioners of, 494-96,
499-500, 503
Medications (See Pharmaceuticals)
Private practice, 500-5
Relation to Western folk medicine,
507-8
Terminology on, 492
Traditional practitioners’ use of,
510-12
Meditation, 137, 144, 221, 259
Mediums. See Spirit mediums
Meizi. See Servants, bonded
Men
Attractiveness of Taoism to, 257
Involvement in vegetarian halls, 165,
192
Participation in occasional rites, 27,
152
Unattached, 98, 127, 253-54, 340,
429
Mencius, 207 n18, 28788
Menstruation, 427, 457, 475, 499
Mental health and illness, 365, 383, 453,
545. See also Emotional disturbances
Merit, 222, 289, 513
Messianism, 143, 258, 327, 431
Metaphysics, 452, 457, 527
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Miasmata (s ‘e-hei; xieqi; ts 'emung;
siemen), 499, 510
Midwifery, 109, 437, 479
Migrants’ associations, 175-76
Millennarian religion, 409, 411, 431
Min dialect, 5, 183 n22, 276, 485
Ming Dynasty, 141, 144, 160, 233, 266
Ming Ti (Ming Di), Emperor, 134, 136
Minister/Ministry of Time (Taai Sui;
Tai Seou; Taisui), 53, 375. 384, 387,
536. See also Raising up Tai Seou rite
Mirrors, 42, 48, 79, 133
Miscarriage, 455
Misfortune. See Bad luck
Missionaries, 14. See also Great Way of
Former Heaven sects: spread of;
Roman Catholicism; Christianity,
Christians
Mistress of the Golden Flower (deity),
33, 36, 37, 51-52
Mo doufu (“Grinding bean curd”). See
Lesbianism
Mohammed, 196, 198
Monasteries, 125-30, 137, 140, 253,
405, 431. See also Monks, Buddhist
Connexions to vegetarian halls, 119,
127, 406
Master-disciple pseudo-kinship
relations, 127, 155, 162, 166—68,
192
Membership in Buddhist
associations, 197
Public access to, 149
Sectarian religions, 260
Social benefits of, 254-56
Sources of income, 13940, 149,
167
Taoist, 25657
Monasticism, 113, 137. See also Monks;
Nuns
Money
As offering (coins), 36, 37, 69, 70
As part of bride-price, 312
As ritual theme, 401-2
Conflict over, 285
Money, paper (“hell money”), 74, 84,
90,91 122, 394, 395, 400. See also
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Gold and silver bullion, paper
Temple sale of, 156
Use in ghost marriages, 102
Use in occasional rites, 30-37
passim, 45-54 passim, 384, 386,
536
Use in rites for the dead, 57, 63, 68,
71,91-96
Money-lenders. See Loans and
advances
Mongolian spot, 461, 532
Monk families. See Monasteries:
Master-disciple pseudo-kinship
relations
Monkey God (Great Saint), 9, 93, 96,
152
Monks, Buddhist, 60, 61, 130, 166—68.
See also Lay monks
Administration of vegetarian halls,
192
Mahayana school, 137
Ordination of, 113, 125-26, 254-55
Performance of rites, 67, 154, 156
Morality, 214, 368, 531-33. See also
Ethics
Confucian beliefs on, 374
Relation to health, 500, 509, 510,
538
Souls’ concern with, 388-89
Mortuaries, 60
Mortuary rites. See Rites for the dead
Mother and Father Gardener (fa-wong
foo-mo, huawang fumu), 476, 484-85
Mother goddess. See Golden Mother
goddess
Mother-child syndrome, 19-20, 471,
476-87, 529, 532-35, 538, 539, 545
Mothers
Relationship with children (See
Mother-child syndrome)
Responsibility for family health care,
497-98
Role in rites involving child, 32, 34,
538
Mothers, bonded (k'ai-ma, gima), 480
Mothers, spiritual (k’ai-ma, gima), 383
Mothers-in-law, 109, 437, 486
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Mounting the Platform rite (shangtai),
169-71
Mourners, 9, 57-58, 69, 191, 457-59
As source of poison disease, 473,
500
Clothing, 65-66
Movies. See Films
MRLA (Malayan Races Liberation
Army), 4
Mui-tsai. See Servants, bonded
Mulberry culture, 42628, 445
Mulian, story of, 61-62
Mutual dependence (cultural pattern),
281-82, 285, 289-90, 292
Mutual incompatibility. See Mother-
child syndrome

Mystical science, 529-31, 534-35, 538,
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Nam-mo-lo (chanting fellows), 7, &, 60,

65,77, 136, 153-54, 391
Residences of, 130

Rites performed by, 6263, 68, 147,

156, 387, 463
Terminology on, 77 n3

Names, generational, 168, 192 n46, 229

Names, personal, 83

Additions to related to polarization,

478
Use in occasional rites, 34, 36-37,
45-46
Nan Yang Sacred Union, 129, 206
Nan Yang University, 198
Narcotics, 308. See also Opium
National cults. See State cults
Natural disasters, 216, 262
Natural law, 79, 213-14, 531-33, 538
Neijing (Internal Classic), 530
Neuroses, 465. See also Emotional
disturbances
New Year, 118, 163
Charms for, 76, 84, 85, 87, 88

Customs on, 40 nl1, 76, 305, 348—

49, 352-53, 515
Newborns, 454-56, 46061, 466
Difficulties of, 471 (See also
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Mother-child syndrome)
Mortality rates, 486, 497
“Poisonous” nature (k ei-kwaai) of,

475-76

Ng-kwa. See Five demons

Nian society, 259, 264—66

Night-soil, 339, 347, 355, 429-30

Nightmares, 47, 389

Nigu. See Nuns, Buddhist: Fully
professed

Nine Kings (Jivhuang) temple, 152, 157

Nine Skies goddess of the elements, 80—

Nirvana, 115, 161

Nothingness, 133. See also Void

Nunneries, 112, 116, 119, 192, 336,
405-6, 430

Chinese government policy on, 140

Festival celebrations, 169, 171

Master-disciple pseudo-kinship
relations, 125-27, 254-55

Origins of, 137

Ownership of, 168—69

Regulations governing, 171, 432

Relationships among, 127, 171,
254-55

Social benefits of, 171, 195, 253-54,
256

Sources of income, 121-22, 13940,
353

Taoist, 25657

Terminology on, 130

Nuns, Buddhist, 60, 109, 137-38, 166.
See also Lay nuns

Adoption of children by, 166—69

Cremation of, 122

Fully professed (nigu), 126, 169

Legends about, 115

Ordination of, 113, 126, 168-71,
254-55

Reasons for becoming, 113, 166,
253-54,431,436-37,477

Residing in vegetarian halls, 113,
166, 192

Sources of income, 67, 121, 166-67,
169, 192

Taoist, 109
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Nurseries (day care facilities), 446
Nursing homes. See “Death Houses”

o
O mi t’o sutra. See Amitabha sutra
O-mi-t’o Fu. See Amitabha
Occasional rites, 5, 27-56, 153, 251-52,
387, 401
Commercial aspects of, 391-93
Definition of, 27
Experts (See Experts, ritual; Priests;
Spirit mediums)
For illness (See Diseases and
disorders: Rites for)
For misfortune (See Troubles: Rites
for)
Location of performance, 27-28, 40,
76, 153-56, 178, 400
Material apparatus for, 27, 37, 393—
94 (See also Candles; Charms,
paper; Incense)
Performed by monks and nuns, 139
Performed without a priest, 40—46,
50
Personal information on beneficiary
used in, 32, 34, 36, 44-46, 83
Photographing of, 11
Privately performed, 28, 38, 54-55,
84, 99-100, 381403, 389, 394
Surrogates used in, 31, 401, 435
Timing of, 27-36, 54, 352, 457-599
Women’s role in, 10, 27, 75
Occult practices, 74, 79, 151
Occupation-based associations, 181-82,
184-85, 190, 193, 201, 257
Occupations, choice of, 292, 321. See
also Employment; Professions
Oil
Legends on, 61-62
Use in occasional rites, 35, 40, 42,
65, 154 n48
Use in rites for the dead, 64, 66, 121
Old age
Care, 286 (See also “Death Houses”;
Vegetarian halls)
Diseases of, 499
Saving money for, 286, 302, 313
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Ooi. See Voluntary associations

Opening the Barrier on Reaching the
Bridge rite, 395

Opening the Ceremony rite (Kaitan), 61

Opium, 45, 133, 196, 491, 505

Opposites. See Harmony, cosmic; Yin
and yang

Orphanages, 198

P

Paai Cheoe (Bai Chu; Prayer Away or
To Get Rid of). See Prayer against the
Little Man rite

Paai Chuen Wan. See Prayers to
Change Fate

Paai Siu Yan. See Prayer against the
Little Man rite

Paediatrics, 495

P’ai. See Tablets

Pain, rites for. See Lifting the Influence
rite

P’an-yii, Kwangtung Province, 424,
425-26, 437, 444

Pao En Ssu (Paoen Si) monastery, Pasir
Panjang, 149, 154

Paper charms. See Charms, paper;
Credentials

Paradise, Buddhist, 91. See also
Afterlife

Pardon, tablets of (paper charms), 74,
78-79, 393

Pasir Panjang, Singapore, 137, 160, 171

Passing through the Gate rite (Kwoh
Kwaan, Guoguan), 29-49

Passport for the Spirits (charm), 89, 91

Past cycle. See Earthly cycles

Pawnbrokers, 285

Paying Respects rite (dazhai), 59-60,
63,71, 189

Peace Loving Couple (Yinyuan) charm,
82

Pearl powder, 462, 535, 536, 540

Pearly Emperor. See Jade Emperor

Peasants, 108, 280-81, 284, 297, 333,
350, 352

Penang, Malaysia, 126, 186

Pendants, 463, 535, 536
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People’s Republic of China (PRC), 12,
143, 44243, 509, 545
Periodicals as research source, 279
Personal cultivation (xiuxing), 289-90
Petrie, Flinders, 3
Pharmaceutical Society, Hong Kong,
493
Pharmaceuticals, 307, 493-95, 510-12,
517, 525, 540
Pharmacies, pharmacists, 495, 542-43
Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance
(Hong Kong), 492, 514
Pheasants, 456
Philanthropic associations, 181, 197—
100, 290, 297, 512-13. See also
Benevolence halls
Chinese, 140
Provision of assistance to farmers,
334
Sectarian religious, 541
Social attitudes towards, 293
Sources of income, 200
Wealth held by, 306
Philanthropy, 155, 257, 290, 292, 412,
419
As a source of social status, 297,
307
Publicity given to, 314,317, 318
Physiomorphism of man, 529
Pi Shan T’ing (Bishan Ting) Cantonese
cemetery, Singapore, 164, 168
Pigs
Charms portraying, 531
Farming, 331-32, 339-40, 344, 356
Ritual killing of, 532
Places of worship, 129-31, 14243, 152,
171, 193, 249
Avoidance during pregnancy, 475
Design and layout of, 148-50
Non-residential, 128, 130, 149-50
(See also Shrines; Temples)
Residential, 131, 14850 (See also
Monasteries; Nunneries;
Vegetarian halls)
Plant of life, 50, 51, 391
Po-ying taan (baoying dan; “protect
infant”) pills, 462, 535, 536, 540
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Poetry, 15, 62, 69-70, 168, 221 n62,
431
“Poison”, 461, 476, 480
“Poisonous” medicines (i-fuk kung-tuk,
yidu gongdu), 508, 511, 515
Polarization (medical term), 472-77,
482,499, 508, 527. See also Heat and
cold theory
Political parties, 181, 201
Polunin, Ivor, 11
Pomelo leaves, 50, 395, 457, 458
Popular temple cults. See Local cults
Pork, 36, 45
Pork societies, 352-53
Portuguese In Hong Kong, 275 nl, 299,
303
Post-mortuary rites. See Rites for the
dead
Poultry and egg farming, 332, 340
Poverty, 279
Influence on beliefs and attitudes,
280, 300, 402-3
Influence on family, 118, 282-84,
292
Influence on health, 497
Prayer. See also Sutras
For the dead (See Rites for the dead)
For the living, 91
Of thanksgiving, 158
Prayer against the Little Man rite (Paai
Siu Yan, Bai Xiaoren), 38, 4046, 395,
398, 399
Prayer Away or To Get Rid of (Paai
Cheoe, Bai Chu). See Prayer against
the Little Man rite
Prayer books, Buddhist, 123
Prayer sheets, Buddhist, 73, 75, 76, 88,
91, 115,123,138
Prayers to Change Fate (Paai Chuen
Wan, Bai Zhuan Yun), 46
PRC. See People’s Republic of China
Pregnancy. See also Fertility
Beliefs on, 427, 429, 455, 457, 472,
475
Complications of, 475, 478, 534
Diet in, 475, 476, 545
Outside of marriage, 438
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Rites for, 56
Present cycle. See Earthly cycles
Pretas. See Hungry Ghosts
Priest-magician, doctrine of, 134
Priests, 39, 67, 384
Economic status of, 197
Knowledge of charm lore, 74
Marriage of, 60
Occasional rites performed by, 27—
28, 33-37, 40, 46, 98, 102, 129-30,
156
Requirements for, 307
Rites for the dead performed by, 60,
64-71, 290
Role in traditional medicine, 50-52,
452,453, 465, 473, 529, 541
Terminology on, 387
Priests, Buddhist, 37 n10, 140, 154, 290,
307
Role in traditional medicine, 526,
536, 541
Vows, 126, 140
Priests, Taoist, 28, 38, 97, 99, 263, 387,
392-93. See also Nam-mo-lo
19th C. rural China, 252, 257
Ascetic practices, 135-36, 457-58
Occasional rites performed by, 102,
395
Residences of, 130
Rites for the dead performed by,
192, 290
Role in traditional medicine, 29,
506, 509-10, 515, 526, 536-38,
541
Social status of, 401
Primary group, 281-82. See also Family
Prison, fear of, 31
Procuresses, 109
Producer goods as investments, 302-3,
320, 348
Professions, 283, 314, 317
Promiscuity, 437-38, 444
Propitious days, 29, 40, 54
Prosperity, 44 n16, 477, 481-82. See
also Long-life, prosperity, fertility
triad
Charms for, 84, 87, 88
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Concern of voluntary associations
with, 178
Occasional rites for, 73
Prostitution, 107, 109, 437, 511
Pseudo-kinship relations, 25457, 406.
See also Bonding rites; see also under
Monasteries; Nunneries; Vegetarian
halls
Psychiatry, 453, 515, 517, 545. See also
Emotional disturbances
Pudu gu yuan. See Universal Helping of
the Wandering Spirits rite
Pudu Men (Hsien T’ien Men, Xiantian
Men), 145-46, 205-6, 217, 235, 408
Administration of, 210, 223-24, 225
n71, 236
History of, 160, 21013
Names for Mother goddess, 214 n44,
236
Naming of members, 228
Patriarchs, 207 n17, 237
Pulau Kusu (Kusu Island), Singapore,
122, 158-59
Pun Har Tung vegetarian hall, 412
Pure Land (Buddhist paradise), 61, 62,
254
Pure Land Sect of the “Greater Vehicle”,
114-16, 137-39
Purgatory, 388, 394, 401, 436, 461
Purification rites, 68—69, 73, 100, 395,
457
Pusat. See Bodhisattva

Q
Qi Fan. See Lifting the Influence rite

Qibing. See Diseases and disorders:
Contagious; “Strange” disease
Qie. See Concubinage, concubines
Qiguai. See K ei-kwaai
Qiguo. See Children, Bonding to
outside individuals or entities
Qima. See Mothers, bonded; Mothers,
spiritual
Qing Dynasty, 160-61, 388, 505, 509
Great Way of Former Heaven
activity, 14446, 226-27
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Inheritance laws and customs, 310—
11, 335, 343
Political opposition to, 144, 161,
187, 266
Qingming. See Food offerings, ritual:
Cleaning of Graves rite; Graves:
Cleaning of
Qiniii. See Daughters, bonded
Qiye. See Grandfathers, bonded
Qizi. See Sons, bonded
Quanzhen School of Taoism. See
Complete Purity School of Taoism
Quasi-science, 529-31, 535-36, 538,
546
Queen of Heaven. See Tianhou
Shengmu
“Queerness”, terminology on, 473, 477,
481

R
Raffles Museum, Singapore, 4-5
Raising up Tai Seou rite (Sip Tai Seou,
She Tasui), 39, 52-53, 384, 535-36,
538
Randeng Fo. See Dipamkara
RAS. See Royal Asiatic Society
Rattles, 37, 37 nl0, 38
Re. See Heat and cold theory
Real-estate, 302—6, 312-13, 316, 343.
See also Land
Rebirth. See Reincarnation
Record of the Western Journey (Xiyou
Ji), 152
Records of Mu Lien, 61
Red packets (hung paau, hongbao), 162,
171, 172, 440
As payment for services, 74, 118,
157,305-6
Ritual use of, 40, 53-55
Red Swastika society, 198-99
Redu. See “Hot poison”
Refugees, 278, 279, 312-14, 495-97,
501-3
Reincarnation, 243, 394, 461, 476, 483
Buddhist beliefs on, 137, 531-32
Charms for, 91-92
Great Way of Former Heaven
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beliefs on, 221, 417
Legends re, 61
Money needed for, 90, 91
Problems related to, 536
Pure Land sect beliefs on, 137-38
Relation to health, 465—-66
Relation to marriage, 432
Reliever of a Hundred Catastrophes
(charm), 29 n4, 31-38, 41, 44-50, 78—
80, 395, 400
Religion, Chinese, 13—15, 18. See also
Buddhism, Buddhists; Rites; Sectarian
religion; Taoism, Taoists
Religion, organized, 132
Great Way of Former Heaven
beliefs, 214
Influence on economic
values/behaviour, 281
Taoist beliefs, 214 n46
Religion, popular (Little Tradition), 129,
241-42, 250, 290-92, 372-74, 393—
400
Individual practice of, 381
Interconnexion with secular life,
181
Pre-Confucian, 141
Reform movements, 178-79, 200
Relation to Great Tradition, 37677,
508-9
Relation to traditional medicine,
467, 530, 535
Singapore government policy
towards, 177
Syncretic nature of, 131-35, 14748,
180, 388, 541
Women’s role in, 389
Religion, scholarly. See Great Tradition
Religion of the Void, 196, 257 n32
Religious associations, 177-81, 189-95,
199202
19th C. rural China, 252-53
As source of loans, 351-52
Characteristics of, 183, 190-91,
199-200, 297
Repentance, rite of (faai pei ch’aam, da
beichan), 465
Research, 332, 372, 449-50, 489-90
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Cross-cultural, 529-30
Funding of, 13
Gaps in, 108, 204
Methods, 28, 99-100, 107, 204—6,
277-79
Resemblances, theory of (folk
medicine), 453, 45657
Restaurants, 197, 3001, 350. See also
Vegetarian restaurants
Return to the Void/Root (Guigen), 214,
217, 368
Reverting to the Root (of Things)/First
Principle (sect). See Kuei-ken Men
Rice, 419
Price of, 356
Ritual use of, 33, 34, 36, 46, 6668,
71, 464
Storage of, 339
Rice farmers, 323, 331-32, 33746, 349,
356
Rites. See also Festivals; Occasional
rites; Rites for the dead
Purposes of, 37879, 400-3, 467—
69, 535, 538-39
Role of belief in, 391-92
Rites for the dead, 7, 8, 57-71, 98, 184—
85, 467-69. See also Ancestor worship;
Ghost marriages; Long life
associations; Mourners; Spirits of the
dead
19th C. rural China, 243
Associations’ involvement in, 179—
80, 185, 188-90
Buddhist versus Taoist practices, 11,
60, 6667, 190
Commemoration on anniversaries
(See Paying Respects rite)
Conduct of research on, 11
Cost of, 57-59, 285, 290, 344, 357
Customs surrounding, 200, 458
Financing of, 311, 349, 441
Illness following, 534
Influence on personal fate, 384
Levity in, 70
Material apparatus, 73, 87, 91, 290,
402-3
Private aspects of, 193 n46
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Sectarian practices, 138, 458
Use of ritual experts for, 114, 136,
168-71
Vegetarian halls’ involvement in,
112-13, 121, 411
Rites of passage, 458-59, 46768, 527,
534, 545. See also Transitions
Ritual materials, sale of, 6, 389, 391—
400
Ritual papers. See Charms, paper;
Prayer sheets, Buddhist
Rivers, protection by Earth gods, 249
Road junctions, 27-28, 40, 76, 400
Rocks, 473, 481, 482
Roman Catholicism, 188
Royal Asiatic Society (RAS), 14
Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong
Branch (HKBRAS), 2, 12-17
Royal Lord of the East (Dong
Wangkung), 82, 87
Rulers, used in ritual 4849

S
Sacerdotal robes, 38, 66-68
Sacrificial meals. See Food offerings,
ritual
Sacrilege, legends re, 61-62
Sages, 222, 257, 368, 376, 408, 481
Sai-i. See Doctors, Western
Saintly Mother (Shengmu Shen), 154
Saints, 67-68, 79, 80, 91, 123, 161
Sakyamuni, 122, 168-170, 417
Descendants of, 138
Great Way of Former Heaven
beliefs, 215-18, 232, 408
Life story, 133 n9, 214 n46
Salvation
Buddhist beliefs on, 217
Sectarian beliefs on, 115, 215, 217,
267
Salvation sect. See Pudu Men
Salvationist religion, 179, 195, 289-90
Samsu (distilled spirit), 36, 37, 45
Sanhua. See Distributing Flowers rite
Sanskrit, 73, 91
Sarawak, Malaysia, 145, 162, 163
Scapegoats, 29-33, 36-38, 45-46
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Sceptre for “defeating the spirits”, 66—
68
Scholars, 372
19th C. rural China, 244-50
Religious involvement, 24748,
255-56, 262, 37677
Role in traditional medicine, 453—
54, 541
Social status, 28788, 293
School of Oriental and African Studies,
4,13
Schools, 155, 197, 317. See also
Education
Scissors, ritual use of 50, 464
Scorpions, 508, 515
Seafarers, 142, 230, 262
Séances, 199. See also Automatic
writing; Spirit mediums
Secret societies, 143, 145, 181-83, 186—
88, 433. See also Triad societies
Political activity of, 201, 26468,
270-71
Protectionist activities, 309, 513
Relations to bone-setter societies,
512
Role of religion in, 177, 201
Suppression of, 181, 252
Secretariat for Home (Chinese) Affairs
(Hong Kong), 491, 503, 511, 51314,
525, 544
“Sect”, terminology on, 236 n99, 257—
58
Sectarian associations, 195-200
Sectarian religion, 143-48, 177, 193
n46, 222 n65, 232-33, 257-58, 410.
See also Great Way of Former Heaven
sects; Nan Yang Sacred Union;
Religion of the Void
19th C. rural China, 253-54, 258—
70
Master-disciple pseudo-kinship
relations, 264
Non-vegetarian, 407
Patriarchs, 138, 14547, 161
Political activity, 195-97, 264—66,
408-9
Religious beliefs and practices, 192,
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197-98, 376, 417-18
Rivalries, 214
Role in traditional medicine, 541
Suppression of, 204-5, 238-39, 264
Terminology on, 25758
Sects, syncretic. See Sectarian religion
Security, psychological, 281-82
Sericulture. See Silk industry
Servants, bonded (mui-tsai, meizi), 61—
62,434, 439-41, 443
Services, payment for, 305-6, 309
Seven Sisters Festival, 194
Sexual abstinence, 126, 199, 458
Chastity vows, 423, 430, 438-39,
444-45
Reasons for, 436, 457, 459, 475
(See also under Childbirth,
Concept of pollution related to)
Sectarian religious practices, 128,
205, 219, 230, 260, 407
Within marriage, 98, 440
Sexual equality, 431
Sexual relations
Extra-marital, 443
Fear of, 436-37
With “imbalanced” person, 499
Shamanism, 141
Shame, feelings of, 401
Shan. See Deities
Shan Te T’ang (Shande Tang;
Hall/House of Good Virtue) vegetarian
hall, 130, 163, 165
Shanghai, China, 291-92, 297, 427
Shanghai Banking Corporation, 15
Shanghainese, 276
Cantonese attitude towards, 311,
313
In Hong Kong, 280-81, 306-7, 317,
343
Shangtai (Mounting the Platform rite),
169-71
Shangyuan Dan festival, 158
Shanshu. See Books, religious
Shantang. See Benevolence halls
Shantung (Shandong) Province, China,
161, 251, 258
She. See Temple associations
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She Tasui. See Raising up Tai Seou rite
Shen. See Deities. See also Water spirits
Shen zhupai. See Soul tablets,
permanent
Shengmu Shen (Saintly Mother), 154
Shrines, 125, 142, 155, 193-94, 249
Shu hun gui. See Soul: Ransom from
the spirit world
Shuang jiebai (sworn sisters), 432
Shuang Lin Ch’an Si (Shuang Lin Chan
Ssu) monastery, Singapore, 126
Shui Uei Kung (Shui Yue Gong) temple,
377,385
Shui Woh T’ong vegetarian hall, 414
Shui Yue Gong (Shui Uei Kung) temple,
377,385
Shuk wan kwai. See Soul: Ransom from
the spirit world
Shun T’ien Kung (Shuntian Gong)
temple, 155
Shun-te (Shunte) district, Kwangtung
Province, 98, 42434, 438, 442, 445—
46. See also Marriage resistance
Sichuan Province, China, 135, 161,
212-13, 232-33, 239, 258, 276 n3,
410
Siemen. See Miasmata
Sifang Guiren (Honourable Men from
Everywhere), 84
Silk industry, 424-28, 432-33, 435,
440-42, 445-46
Silver, 462. See also Gold and silver
bullion, paper
Sin, 135, 431-32, 438, 483
Sin Tin Taoism Association Ltd., 412
Singapore, 28, 97, 148, 201
Chinese community, 177, 179, 180
nl4, 183 n22, 200-2
Concubinage legislation, 111
Economy, 76, 77, 285-86, 291
Ethnic groups, 180 n14, 282
Immigration to, 175, 429, 442, 443
Topley’s career in, 1-2, 4-11
Vegetarian halls, 411-12
Sino-Japanese War, 116, 149, 236, 309,
331,412, 442, 497
Sinology, 11-12

Index

Sip Tai Seou. See Raising up Tai Seou
rite
Sisterhoods, 423, 432-33, 436, 445. See
also Golden Orchid Associations
Sisters, elder (a-tse, a jie), 484—85
Sisters, sworn (shuang jiebai), 432
Sisters’ houses (zimei wu), 429-30,
440-43
Sisters-in-law (a-so, a sao; brother’s
wife), 484-85
Siu-yan. See Little men
Skinner, G. William, 12, 13
Smallpox, 456, 457, 472
Snakes, charms portraying, 44, 531
So-lo (Cantonese: sulao) disease, 453,
455-56, 459
Social classes, 292, 295-96, 319
Mobility within, 302, 303
Relation to education, 31617, 319,
334,372
Social cohesion, 262, 268-71
Social obligations, 297, 482
Cost of, 305, 344, 348
Financing of, 292-93, 311, 352, 357
Social status, 294-96, 315, 333-34, 341
Ambiguity of, 457-59
Factors influencing, 309-10, 319—
21
Social supports, 140, 179, 306, 316, 319.
See also Philanthropic associations
Society, secularization of, 200-2
“Society”, terminology on, 236 n99,
257-58
Society of Apothecaries, Hong Kong,
502
Sons, bonded (k 'ai-tsai, gizi), 480-81
Sons, eldest (zhangzi), 350-51
Marriage customs, 97-99, 101-2,
434
Role in family, 57-58, 108-9, 186
n29
Sons, emigrant, 350
Soul, 394. See also Reincarnation;
Spirits of the dead
Beliefs on, 221, 374-75, 388, 460—
63, 46669, 476
Care of, 57, 388, 390
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Imbalance in, 536
Of foetus and newborn, 475-76
Offense of, 388-89, 483-84, 486
(See also Mother-child syndrome)
Ransom from the spirit world (shuk
wan kwai, shu hun gui), 464
Repose of (See Rites for the dead)
Separation from body, 49-50, 462—
67, 535-38 (See also Calling Back
the Soul rite)
Soul tablets, permanent (Shen zhupai),
62 n8, 116, 121, 189, 244, 416
Of unmarried persons, 295, 406
Preservation of, 128-29, 153, 185—
86, 191, 193
Rites for, 128, 150, 157, 243
Sale of, 305
Types of, 186 n29
Soul tablets, temporary (longpai), 60,
62-66, 69, 71, 102
Spinsters’ houses (gupo wu), 440-41
Spirit mediums, 5, 9, 12, 151 n40, 194,
383 n3
Buddhist beliefs on, 147
Creation of blood charms (xuefu),
74, 93, 96
Cults, 152-53, 178, 188, 189, 251
Places of worship for, 129, 151-53
Rites performed by, 27, 98, 101-2,
390-91
Role in traditional medicine, 453,
495, 526, 536
Spirits (demons), 29, 37 n10, 40, 86-88,
395. See also Deities
Activities of, 365-66
Benevolent, 386
Characteristics of, 42, 458, 473
Charms against, 76, 92, 393
Origins of, 374-76
Possession by, 387, 391, 461-67,
545 (See also Exorcism)
Relation with humans, 384, 395,
400, 401, 531
Rites related to, 73, 389-91
Role in disease causation, 36-37,
453,454,461, 472-73, 499, 544
Terminology on, 374
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Spirits of the dead, 371-75, 387-91,
483. See also Rites for the dead
As sources of disease or disorder,
500
Communication with (See Spirit
mediums)
Cults for, 242
Haunting by, 467-69
Interdependence with living, 384—
86, 402
Material needs of, 57, 68, 70, 71, 91,
100, 102-3
Rites for (See Rites for the dead)
Yin nature of, 390
Spitting in rites, 50, 65, 464
Standard of living, 297
Star gods, 80
State cults, 24648, 258
Stock exchanges, 297, 312, 324
Strait Times, 4-5, 165
Straits Settlement, 4, 152, 153, 191. See
also Penang; Singapore
“Strange” disease (k ei-peng, qibing),
47273, 474. See also Diseases and
disorders: Contagious
“Strangeness” theory, 472-74, 508
Sui Jin Bail/Tinhou (Sui Tsing Paak/T’in
Hau) Temple, 375, 384, 385
Sui Tsing Paak/T’in Hau (Sui Jin
Bai/Tinhou) Temple, 375, 384, 385
Suicide, 431, 439
Sulao (Cantonese). See So-lo
Supernatural as area of scientific study,
371-72
Surname associations, 129, 177, 181-86,
3006, 312
Surname exogamy, 311
Surname villages, 335, 426
Surrounding the Garden rite (Wai Fa
Uen, Wei Hua Yuan), 50-52
Sutras, 91, 208 n19, 221, 229
Great Way of Former Heaven, 259
Recording of repetitions, 75, 91
Sectarian, 408
Taoist use of, 133
Swords, ceremonial, 65-66, 74, 93, 96
Swords, portrayed on charms, 79
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Symbols, mystic, 73

T

Taai pei ch’aam. See Repentance, rite
of

T’aai Sui. See Minister/Ministry of
Time

Taai-paan (bosses), 298-99

Tablet shrines, 150

Tablets (p ai; charms), 74, 78-79, 393

Tai Seou. See Minister/Ministry of
Time

Taisui. See Minister/Ministry of Time

Taiwan, 14, 435, 473, 477, 506. See
also Kuomintang

Tang Dynasty, 451, 527

Tao (dao; the way), 132, 213, 214 n43,
367-69, 412

Tao Seou. See Minister/Ministry of
Time

T’ao Yuan Fu T’ang (Taoyuan Fotang;

Peach Garden Buddha Hall) vegetarian

hall, 158-59
Taoism, Taoists, 114, 132-40, 196, 214
n43, 372,374
19th C. rural China, 25658, 269
Beliefs, 147, 153, 158, 185, 221,
368-69
Founder of, 79
Influence on Chinese popular
religion, 131-33, 144, 147, 258,
408, 417
Influence on traditional medicine,
451
Institutionalization of, 178-79
Non-monastic, 257
Physical exercises, 407
Temple rites, 27-28
Terminology on, 257-58, 387, 412
True Unity School (Zhengyi), 102,
136
Taxation, 307, 318, 319
Tea, 33, 36, 46, 56, 122
Tea-houses, 342

Temple associations (ske), 184, 250-51,

336, 343, 353, 418
Temple keepers, 35-36, 61-62, 74, 249

Index

Temple of the Golden Flower, 32-35
Temple seal, 40
Temples, 53-55, 99, 125, 149-59, 201,
387, 405, 419, 431. See also specific
temples; Places of worship
19th C. rural China, 247, 249-51,
268-69
Buddhist, 5, 28, 153, 197
Building of, 171
Chinese government policy on, 140
Employees, 37, 40, 249
Non-residential, 128-29
Physical appearance of, 149, 185
Rites performed at, 28, 73, 178, 392,
400, 495
Secret societies’ organization of,
188
Sources of income, 53, 121-22, 149,
153, 154-57, 167
Taoist, 28n
Terminology on, 125, 130, 131
Teochew (Tiuchew, Tiuchiu, Chaozhou)
people. See Tiuchiu people
Territorial/dialect associations, 128, 179,
297, 315-16
Inclusion criteria for, 176-77, 181,
184, 191
Member benefits, 191, 193-94
Secret societies, 181-82
Textile industry, 325. See also Silk
industry
Thailand (Siam), 410, 145
Theatrical companies, 159, 165, 430
Theft, 40, 344, 345
Thian Hock Keng (Tianfu Gong), 128,
154
Thread, red, 45, 479-80
Three epochs. See Earthly cycles
Tianfu Gong (Thian Hock Keng), 128,
154
Tianhou Shengmu (Queen of Heaven), 8
Tianjun (Heavenly worthies), 24649,
387
Tiger, Eagle, and Snake charm, 44
Tiger head, 44, 64, 79, 395, 531
Tiger Head gate, 30-34, 39, 49, 395,
396
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Tiuchew people. See Tiuchiu people
Tiuchiu (Chaozhou, Tiuchew) dialect,
183 n22, 276
Tiuchiu (Chaozhou, Tiuchew, Teochew)
people, 160, 184, 194-95, 275-76.
Charms used by, 75, 87, 91-92
Interaction with other dialect groups,
116
Rituals, 28, 59
Worship of immigrant pioneers, 142
Toa Peh Kong, 122, 142, 155 158-59,
185
Toa Peh Kong Society (Triad), 18687,
188
Tong Xian (Immortal Youth), 82, 87
Tongshan She. See Tung Shan She sect
Topley, Kenneth Wallis Joseph, 4, 5, 12,
17 n10
Topley, Marjorie, 6, 9, 22-24
Academic career, 1-2, 12, 13-14,
18-20
Education, 2-4, 5, 11-12
Hong Kong research, 11-17
Language studies, 5
Role in revival of RAS Hong Kong
Branch, 14-15
Singapore research, 4-11
Touching, customs on, 45748
Tourism, 307-8, 328
Toxaemia of pregnancy, 478, 483
Trade, 285, 288-89, 292, 316
Trade unions, 326, 503
Traditional associations. See Voluntary
associations
Tranquility, charms for, 80, 81
“Transformation Body”, 222
Transitions, 457-59, 46061, 468—69.
See also Childbirth; Rites of passage;
Social status
Transmigration of the soul, 137
Trauma due to fright, 465
Travellers, charms used by, 84, 87
Trees, for ritual bonding, 481, 482
Triad societies, 144, 210 n22, 236 n99,
266-67, 433
Activities of, 186-88, 513
Resistance to, 268
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Troubles, 157, 299, 300. See also Bad
luck
Financial problems, 151-52
Protection from, 73
Rites for, 156, 251-52, 389, 400
(See also Raising up Tai Seou rite)
Sources of, 52, 53, 80 n8, 98-99,
382-92, 401, 479

Truth, 213-16, 234-35, 408-9, 417

Ts e-hei. See Miasmata

Ts’emung. See Miasmata

Tsing Shat vegetarian hall, 420

Ts'ip. See Concubinage, concubines

Tu Ming An nunnery, Singapore, 168—
69

Tua Peck Kong (Dabo Gong). See Toa
Peh Kong

Tuberculosis, 497, 499, 515

Tudi Gong. See Earth God

Tuk. See Diseases and disorders,
“Poisonous”

Tung Shan She (Tongshan She,
Fellowship of Goodness) sect, 129 n5,
145, 197-99, 262, 408

History of, 209, 212, 238

Names for, 224

Patriarchs, 207 n17, 208 n19, 222
n67

Ranks, 219-20, 224-25

Work performed by, 235

Tung Shan T’ang vegetarian hall, 131,
160, 163

Tzu-shu nii (zishu nii; “Women who put
their own hair up”), 110, 169, 423,
438-43

Tzu-shu-nii (film), 443

U

Unbegotten Venerable Mother
(Wusheng Laomu), 236 n99, 417

Underworld. See Afterlife

United Kingdom, colonial
administration. See Hong Kong
Colonial Government

Universal Helping of the Wandering
Spirits rite (Pudu gu yuan), 62, 66—68

Universe, 213-14, 400
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University of Hong Kong, The, 12 n5,
15, 16, 19, 492, 524

Untying and Washing Away (the Illness)
rite (kaai sai, jiexi), 395

Urban studies, 18-19

Urbanization, 302

A\
Vaccination. See Inoculation
van Gennep, Arnold, 458-59
Vegetable farmers, 323, 331-32, 338—
339, 34149, 356
Vegetable Marketing Organization
(VMO), 334, 347, 349, 354-56
Vegetarian halls (zhaitang), 107-23,
204,218, 224, 430-32, 441-42. See
also Places of worship, Residential;
Vegetarians
Administration of, 119, 128, 145,
161-63, 192, 409
Buddhist, 114-15, 166, 4067
Co-operation among, 120, 122, 145,
161-63, 165, 197, 229, 192-93
n46
Festival celebration at, 116, 158-59,
162-65
For men, 127, 160, 165, 225
Founding of, 119-20, 131, 147, 165,
171, 413-16
Great Way of Former Heaven sect,
5, 140, 143-44, 158-65, 192, 195—
97, 205, 21213, 229-31, 260-61,
405-21, 430-31
History of, 159-60, 229-31, 269
Master-disciple pseudo-kinship
relations, 15354, 192 n46, 229,
406, 409, 432
Membership in, 116-19, 160, 164,
260, 410-11, 416
Naming of, 116, 131
Non-residential, 209, 229-30, 409—
10
Ownership of, 119-20, 160, 163—64
Physical appearance and layout of,
115-16, 120, 148, 164, 415-16
Ranks, 225, 407, 432
Reasons for joining, 113, 11618,

Index

166, 193, 44243, 436
Regulations governing, 113, 114,
140, 145, 164-65, 406, 416-17,
432,436
Relations with government, 410-12,
443
Relations with monasteries and
nunneries, 166, 255
Relations with surrounding
community, 405, 411, 418-20
Sources of income, 77, 117, 119-23,
128, 158-60, 16264, 353
Spread of sectarian religion through,
120, 213
Statistics on, 412
Taoist, 114
Teachers (laoshi), 119-20, 122,
162-64
Terminology on, 127, 130
Topley’s research methods, 1-2, 4—
5,107
Urban versus rural, 256
Vegetarian restaurants, 114, 121-22
Vegetarianism, 45, 128, 162n, 199, 230,
236-37, 388, 477
In disease treatment, 45657, 457
Legends re, 61
Of monks and nuns, 126, 458
Sectarian religious practices, 205,
219, 260
Temporary, 45758
Vegetarians, 407
Adoption of children by, 114, 383
Bonding of children to, 481-82
Ritual expertise of, 121
Sources of income, 114, 164-65,
169, 353,418
Venerable Mother goddess (Laomu),
417
Villages, 334. See also Lineage/clan
villages; Surname villages
19th C. rural China, 13-14, 243-51,
265, 268-71
Confucian beliefs on, 369
Medical care available, 540
Virtue, 289-90, 368. See also Merit
Void, 214, 367, 376, 418
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Voluntary associations (Ooi, hui), 176—
77, 190, 201, 257, 315-16, 336, 353.
See also specific types of associations;
Ideological associations; Secret
societies

Activities of, 175-76, 180-89, 197—
98, 306, 349, 351-53

Administration of, 315-16

Basis for membership, 198, 201
(See also Lineage/clan associations;
Surname associations; Territorial
associations)

Religious elements of, 176—77, 181,
182, 184 (See also Festival
associations; Long life associations)

Secularization of, 2001

Sources of funding, 317, 318

Universalist, 181, 307

Vows not to marry, 169, 423, 430, 438,
444

W
Wages and salaries, 321-22, 325-29
Wai Fa Uen. See Surrounding the
Garden rite
Waijing (External Classic), 530
Wak Hai Cheng Bio, Singapore, 8
Ward, Barbara E., 3, 12, 16
Washing, ritual, 458
Water, 427
Use in occasional rites, 36, 37, 50
Use in rites for the dead, 65, 66, 71
Water spirits (shen), 79, 135, 142
Way, the. See Tao
Way of Pervading Unity sect. See /
Guan Dao
Wealth, 28283, 287-97, 320-23, 328,
481-82. See also Cash; Prosperity
Attitudes of poorer people towards,
318
Calculation of, 295, 299-306
Ceremonies related to, 290
Charms for, 80, 87
Communally owned, 3067
Influence on 19th C. rural Chinese
social cohesion, 268
Influence on religious life, 24647,
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269
Influence on social status, 244, 288,
294-96, 314-21, 333-34, 358
Inherited, 311. See also Inheritance
customs
Of non-Chinese, 3034
Personal savings, 313—14, 349-51,
441
Socially approved use of, 292, 293
Visible displays of, 290, 298, 301,
314,328
Wealth accumulation
Attitudes of Hong Kong Chinese
towards, 293-97
Factors influencing, 28285, 296,
311
Means of, 288, 307-19
Religious beliefs on, 288-89, 292—
93
Wealth Bringing Credential (Zhaocai
Die), 80, 81
Weddings, 98, 529. See also Brides
Cost to family members, 285, 344,
349, 357
Illness following, 534
Wei Hua Yuan. See Surrounding the
Garden rite
Welch, Holmes, 15
Welfare institutions. See Social supports
Wenner-Gren Foundation, 13
Western culture, 275 nl, 301, 304, 316,
327-28
Contact with, 275 nl, 297-99, 316
Economic values/behaviours, 292,
322
Western Paradise (Jile), 91, 114, 137—
38,432
Western Royal Mother (Hsi Wang Mu,
Xi Wangmu), 82, 87
Wet-nurses (a-naai, a nai), 484-85
White Lotus Society, 147, 211, 234-35,
259, 265, 409, 430. See also Nian
society
White Tiger, 395, 399, 531, 538
Altars to, 36, 4042, 42 nl4, 44,
400
Rites involving, 36, 37, 45, 387, 400
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White Tiger, Snake and Eagle charm,
42, 44
Widows, 107, 116, 310, 340
Wills. See Inheritance customs
Wind, 474-76
“Wind and water”. See Feng-shui
Wind Catastrophe, 216
Wine, 122, 150, 395, 475
Wing Lok T’ung vegetarian hall, Ngau
Chi Wan, 413-14, 417
Wolf, Arthur P., 14
Women, 110-12, 295, 302, 436, 442
Agricultural work, 284, 334-35,
426
As ritual experts, 68, 74, 75, 164,
193-94, 389-91, 538 (See also
Nuns; Vegetarian halls)
Cosmological beliefs on, 435-36
Employment, 116-17, 406, 415, 424,
427, 436, 443 (See also Amahs)
Impact of industrialization on, 109—
10, 320-21
Membership in territorial and clan
associations, 191 n45
Position in family, 59, 109, 437, 440
Religious practices, 27, 40, 42 n14,
52, 225,372,538
Role in traditional medicine, 453,
455, 541
Social status of, 225, 407, 415, 435—
37
Women, married, 436. See also
Childbirth; Fertility
First wives, 111-12 (See also
Concubinage, concubines)
Refusal of cohabitation. 110, 169,
423,437, 439-42, 44546
Role in family, 59, 351, 43940
Women, unmarried/unattached. See also
Marriage resistance; Nuns;
Vegetarians
Adoption of children, 111
Attitudes toward marriage, 111,
424-46 (See also Marriage
resistance)
Communal housing of, 437, 429
(See also Girls’ houses; Sisters’

Index

houses; Spinsters’ halls;
Vegetarian halls)
Financial contribution to family,
109-10, 436, 437, 44246
Marriageability of, 320-21, 340
Sexual practices of, 438
Social status of, 219, 436, 443, 253—
54
Social support, 107, 110-12, 437
(See also Sisterhoods)
Soul tablets, 191
“Women who do not go down to the
family” See Bu luojia
“Women who put their own hair up”.
See Tzu-shu nii
World War II, 34, 116, 118, 149, 179
nl0, 236. See also Sino-Japanese War
Worship (against) the Little Man rite.
See Prayer against the Little Man rite
Worthies, Heavenly (Tianjun), 246249,
387
Wu gui. See Five demons
Wu-gung. See under Great Way of
Former Heaven ranks
Wuji Shengmu; Sainted Mother of the
Void, 214 n44. See also Golden
Mother goddess
Wusheng Laomu (Unbegotten
Venerable Mother), 236 n99, 417
Wuxing. See Five basic elements

X

Xi Wangmu. See Western Royal Mother

Xiantian Dadao. See Great Way of
Former Heaven

Xiantian Men. See Pudu Men

Xiaoren. See Little men

Xiayuan festival, 85

Xie. See Animals: Improper

Xieqi. See Miasmata

Xiuxing (personal cultivation), 289-90

Xiyi. See Doctors, Western

Xiyou Ji (Record of the Western
Journey), 152

Xuefu. See Blood charms
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Y
Yan-uen Shek (Marriage Affinity Rock),
481
Yang. See Yin and yang. See also under
Deities
Yao Ch’ih Chin Mu. See Golden Mother
of the Yao Pool
Yao-ch’ih Men (Sect of the Yao Pool),
230, 236-37
Yaochi Jinmu. See Golden Mother of
the Yao Pool
Yidu gongdu. See “Poisonous”
medicines
Yijing. See Book of Changes
Yin and yang, 34, 79, 87, 154 n49, 365,
36768, 371, 390, 435. See also under
Heat and cold theory
Application in traditional medicine,
451-52,456,472-74, 511, 528,
538
Cosmology related to, 133, 374, 408
Depictions on charms, 80, 81
Great and Little Traditions, 373
Great Way of Former Heaven
beliefs on, 213, 214, 223, 231, 267
n52
Incorporation into Taoism, 134
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Influence on possession by spirits,
383 n3
Transliteration issues re, 449 n3
Yinyuan Die (Peace Loving Couple)
charm, 82
Yu Nii (Jade Maidens), 82, 87
Yuan Dynasty, 141, 211
Yuhuang Dian temple, 127, 130

V7

Zen Meditation School. See Chan
Meditation School

Zhaigu (lay nuns), 126

Zhaitang. See Vegetarian halls

Zhang Daoling (Zhang Tianshi), 78, 79,
92, 134-35

Zhangzi. See Sons, eldest

Zhaocai Die (Wealth Bringing
Credential), 80, 81

Zhengyi (True Unity School of Taoism),
102, 136

Zhou Dynasty, 133 n9, 451

Zhunti. See Goddess of Light/Dawn

Zimei wu (sisters’ houses), 429-30,
440-43

Zishu nii. See Tzu-shu nii
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