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INTRODUCTION 

A Quarter Century in China 

、‘

Strange Odors of Camphor Wood and Hot Peanut Oil 

When Carl Crow stepped onto the shore of Shanghai's Bund in the summer of 
1911 , he stepped into a China that was on the cusp of a period of massive 
upheaval and change. Shanghai was also a city on the verge of becoming the 
most modern and Westernized city in Asia. As a guidebook to the city claimed: 

High hats and low necks; long tails and short knickers; inebriates and 
slumming puritans. Wine , women and song. Whoopee! The throb of the 
jungle tom-tom; the symphony of lust; the music of a hundred orchestras; 
也e shuffling of feet; the rhythm of abandon; the hot smoke of desire under 
the floodlights; 此's all fun. 1 

In August 1911 Shanghai was not quite yet the Paris of the East, the Whore 
of Asia or the Capital of the Tycoons. All that was to come later. When Crow 
a叮ived， Shanghai was a small sett1ement largely dominated by the British and 
their merchant trading firms. It was clustered along the banks of the Huang Pu 
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Riv巳r and gov巳m巳d byth巳 strang巳 syst巳mof巳xtrat巳rritoriality that put for巳19n巳rs

beyond the reach of Chin巳se justice and subject to penalties only from their own 
courts and judges. The Shanghai Municipal Council (SMC) represented th巳 14

powers with an interest in the city and ran the Int巳mational Settl巳ment. D巳spite

the SMC's motto, Omnia Juncta in Uno (“All Joined in One"), in reality the 
Council was dominated by the British in 1911. The French maintained their 
concession separately. At most, the Interτmtional Settl巳m巳nt and Frenchtown 
covered 12 square miles with the Chinese-administered portion of the city 
covering a further eight. Shanghai was emerging as a modem me甘opolis and 
the dominant trading city ofthe Far East but the jazz, the art deco skyscrapers, 
the famous nightlifl巴， th巳 booming 巳conomy and even the majestic Bund that 
became so recognizable intemationally in the 1930s were not yet in plac巳.

Carl Crow came to Shanghai to help establish a new newspaper in the city 
but ended up staying a quarter of a centuηT befor巳 being forced to leave as the 
Japanese launched their attack on Shanghai in 1937. Unlike most foreigners 
arriving in Shanghai at the time, he didn't come to build empir巳 or out of any 
particular int巳rest in China; he came as a young American keen to make his 
fortune , his name and a success of himself. He was willing to admit that when 
he first mov巳d to China he found the 叮mg巳 masses of humanity" somewhat 
terrifying yet strangely fascinating. He noted: 

The Shanghai Bund 1913. When Crow arrived the Bund was still developing. The grand 
edifices that 附re to dφne the Shanghai wate阱。nt were still to come 
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1 will never forget the first stroll 1 ever took in a Chinese city. It was the 
second day of my arrival in Shanghai and 1 started out alone to explore 
the place, wandering about on an airnless route. Soon 1 found myself on a 
crowded street with no English signs and no white faces - there was no 
one who even remotely resembled the people with whom 1 had lived from 
the time of my birth. It was a July day and many of the small tradesmen 
were sitting in front of their shops stripped to 也eWa1哎， cornfortably fanning 
their fat stomachs. Everywhere 1 looked there were people, people, people 
- strange people - all of whom seemed to be converging on me. The air 
was full of strange odors of camphor wood and hot peanut oiJ.2 

Thirty years 1ater, when he had retumed to America, Crow was to remark 
that the smells of camphor and peanut oi1 wou1d make him homesick for 
Shanghai, but in 1911 he had had his first encounter with China and the strange 
1angua阱， smells and street cries had all seemed overwhe1ming1y foreign. At that 
time, Crow was just another Shanghai sojoumer, not yet an Old China Hand, 

and he didn't aim to be one; rather, he was worried about getting 10st and never 
finding his hote1 again. Crow a1so had to admit that in 1911 memories of the 
murderous Boxer Rebellion of 1900 were still quite fresh in the minds of 
foreigners arriving in China and he was not a little nervous at the adventure he 
had embarked upon. 

Like other Americans before him and even more that followed, Crow arrived 
with the idea that China wou1d be both a fascinating p1ace to 1ive in and 
somewhere to make money. The voyage to China had not been overly eventful. 

Westbound passages across the Pacific to Shanghai were usually regarded as 
rather disma1 as most ofthe passengers were returning from home 1eave to jobs 
they didn't much care for on the China coast. He remembered that the ship 
stewards referred to the westbound voyage 企om the US as “bringing back the 
empties", whi1e the eastbound voyage from China to the US was a far 1ive1ier 
affair with men and women embarking on home 1eave and feeling rich with the 
boat hosting “... many pa此ies of the kind that used to be called 已 carou呂a1s'\

Th巳 crew pr昀e:fi跆er叮T巳d the eastward voyage, as the tips were better too. 
Still, Crow got an early taste of what brought the ambitious, the curious 

and the desperate to Shanghai in those early years. Onboard he had met a 
Canadian of about the same age who had a1ready been successfu1 in running a 
chain of restaurants in Ca1gary which catered for the poor and was convinced 
that China was where a string of cheap restaurants cou1d really make a fortune. 
Crow was 1ater to write that many came with uurealistic dreams. It seems this 
fellow passenger was Crow's first encounter with the species as his p1ans fai1ed 
due to his overestimating the potentia1 market and he ended up penni1ess and 
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reduced to dealing opium to survive. As the ship slipped into the headwat巳rs of 
the mighty Yangtz巳 and ploughed up the muddy brown Huang PU towards the 
Bund, he couldn't help wondering whether he too was 巳mbarking on an 
umealistic dream of succ巳ss in the Far East. 

An Outbreak of Measles 

Shanghai (which, rather umomantica11y, means “by the s巳a") was the major port 
of the Orient at a tim巳 when Hong Kong and Singapore remained somewhat 
drab and dreary backwat巳rs. Y oung c1erks sent out from England to th巳 Far East 
訂閱d巳d a Hong Kong posting and w巳r巳 r巳li巳ved if th巳yw巳re assigned to 
Shanghai. Hong Kong was a naval base and known for its pestilential c1imate; 
and Singapore was a steaming hot port with few attractions. Shanghai was 
different. Already the city's fame was starting to spread around th巳 world as, 
altemative紗， the Paris of the East or the Whor巳 of the Orient depending on your 
viewpoint and tastes. In 1911 Shanghai was still a young and growing city. Until 
the 巳arly 1800s it had been no more than a sma11 village 17 mil巳s from the 
Yangtze Riv巳r estuary. It was a f1前， larg巳ly barren area pron巳 to f1ooding. 
However, its strategic position afforded it the opportunity of commanding a11 
trade ent巳ring the gat巳way of the Yangtz巳 that f10wed through China a11 the way 
to Sichuan and on to Tibet and offer巳d the prospect of opening up the massive 
interior of China to foreign trade. 

Opium and foreigners were crucial to Shanghai's 巳mergence as a world city 
Crow ca11ed them an “outbreak of measles." The First Opium War of 1839 

changed the fortunes of the vi11age of Shanghai forever. After the modem, w巳11-

巳quipped British Royal Navy made short work of the ancient battleships of the 
Qing dynasty, the various tr巳aty ports granted to the British as part of th巳 post

war settl巳ment inc1uded Shanghai. Captain George Balfour arrived to take up 
the post of first resident British Consul with a translator, a surgeon and a c1erk. 
Balfour select巳d the b巳st location for the Royal Navy's anchorag巳 and sit巳d the 
new British Concession slightly north ofthe wa11巳d Chinese town. With control 
of Shanghai, the British had control of the Yangtz巳 delta， the silk capital of 
Suzhou and th巳 Grand Canal that linked Eastem China to Beijing. Shanghai was 
rapidly to become the main port of departure for Chinese goods to Europe and 
America, and also the major point at which goods, and peopl巴， from Europe 
and Arn巳rica f10w巳d into China. 

Before long, th巳 British Concession was joined by an Arnerican Conc巳sSlOn
on the north side of Suzhou Creek (the two merged to b巳come th巳 Intemational

Settlement in 1863), while the French developed their own separat巳 c。那巳sSlOn
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further along the riverfront. Americans soon started arriving in Shanghai, initially 
as missionaries rather than businessmen. The waterfront began to develop and 
take shape, eventually emerging as the raised Bund with some of the most 
impressive and grand buildings in the Far East. Soon Shanghai's freebooting 
style of capitalism attract巳d the business community as well as num巳rous

criminals, drifters, swindlers, refugees - and, also, Carl Crow. 
By 1911 business in Shanghai was prospering and people were doing well 

which was more than could be said for the Manchu-run dynasty that govemed 
China. The city was home to approximately one million people, less than 20,000 
of whom were foreigners. The Opium Wars had ShOWTI the weakness of the 
Chinese military, and the restless and more libertarian southern China was 
increasingly slipping from their control. The imperial governme郎， controlled 
by the Empress Dowager Ci Xi, had stubbomly resisted any Japanese Meiji-
style reforms, suppressed the merchant class and refused to adapt Western 
technology to strengthen China. In 1851 , the Taiping R巳bellion had broken out 
led by Hong Xiuquan, a self-proclaimed mystic who believed he was the younger 
brother of Jesus. Though ahead of its time in many ways, the Taiping believed 
in Old Testament eye-for-an-eye violence: th巳y left 20 to 30 million Chin巳se
d巳ad and were only prevented from seizing Shanghai by a hastily-conv巳ned
mercenary force which defended th巳 city. The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom was 
never finally created and died out in 1864, but the destabilizing influence that 
the Taiping represented continued to plague the Qing dynasty. At the tum of 
the centu可， the forc巳s of the Boxer Rebellion had once again threatened the 
foreign community and the Qing dynasty 

As Crow's ship docked in Shanghai, the omens were not good. The Yangtze 
had just suffer巳d the worst flood in living memory, creating a refuge巳 problem

and threatening to ruin the entire crop of the Yangtze de1ta for the year. He 
admitted that he found th巳 city a dirty place in th巳se years before Shanghai's 
great building boom when its skyscraper hotels, mansions and the magnificent 
Bund were to rise. Things were to change, but the shock for the newly-arrived 
Crow was real. Ev巳ntually h巳 was to see the changes wrought by the n巳W
Nationalist gov巳mment and switched his opinion to pondering how a people 
could maintain such high standards of cleanliness in the face of such poverty 
a 
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re1ative safety of Shanghai' s Int巳mationa1 Sett1巳m巳I哎， protect巳d，的 they w巳r巴，

by the extraterritoria1ity 1aws. Crow repeated1y butted heads with the older 
generation of China Hands whose genera1 belief was that the Midd1e Kingdom 
had gone to the dogs centuries before and that any new government was just a 
temporary aberration. The things to do, they said, were: maintain a watching 
brief on th巳 1ead巳rs ofth巳 country; keep th巳 whee1s of commerce tuming while 
preserving the rights and privi1eg巳s of the Great Powers in China; and, most of 
all, continue to make money. During his time in China, Crow was accused of 
being too sympathetic to the Chines巴， opposed to foreign interests, and overly 
anti-Japanese - and ofthe unforgivab1e sin ofhaving “gone native". Thes巳 were
all meant as insults, but Crow usually decided to accept th巳m as compliments. 

But all of this was in the futur巳. F or now, Crow was a Griffin - a newcom巳r
to the China Coast. He didn't know what to expect: wheth巳r he wou1d be 
succ巳ssfu1 and make mon巳y or sai1 home a bankrupt; and whether he wou1d 
survive and thrive or find China too much and opt to scurry back to a r巳gu1ar
pay cheque from a provincia1 American newspap巳r. It was all for the taking and, 
if nothing e1s巴， Crow was deterrnin巳d from the start that the experience - 10ng, 

short or something in betw巳en - shou1d be fun and educational. A quarter of a 
century 1ater he was convinced that making that first trip had been the best 
decision he ever mad巳. Henev巳r 10st his fascination with China and the Chinese, 
declaring in 1937 that “1 am as keen1y interested in them [the Chinese] today 
as 1 was when 1 was thrilled by my frrst ricksha 吐白， a quarter of a century ago.叫
Throughout his China years, Crow a1ways stuck to his early credo - to have 
fun. More than 30 years after stepping ashor巳 in China for the first time, he wrote: 
“It is to be hoped that manufacturers had a 10t of fun out of their v巳ntures because 
they di曲't make much money.叮

Crow was not typica1 of th巳 foreigners who came to Shanghai in the first 
ha1f of the twentieth c巳ntury. He quick1y deve10ped a 10ve of China and a 
sympathy for the Chin巳se， while most opted to stay a100f and belittle the coun叮
and its peop1e out of a fa1se sense of superiority. However, like all the other 
foreigners who lived on the China coast, Crow originally cam巳 from somewhere 
巳lse.



6 
From Fruit Rancher to Spy 

、 -
After Japan, Crow decided not to retum to Shanghai but to buy a fruit farrn in 
Califomia's Santa Clara Valley. For a Missourian who had enjoyed living in 
Texas, visited Mexico, the Philippines, Shanghai and Tokyo, married a Canadian 
in China and cruis巳d around the world, the decision to farrn fruit in Califomia 
may not hav巳 been an obvious on巳. How巳ver， it was a decision he clearly felt 
comfortable with at the time. For th巳 most part, th巳 decision seems to hav巳 be巳n

based on the fact that Mildred was pregnant - his daughter Mildred Elizabeth 
“Betty" Crow was bom on December 4, 1916.1 He had arrived back from Europe 
in July 1915 to a New York he found “full of feverish and irritating energy"2 
and appears to have needed a break away from bustling and crowded citi巳 s.

Before heading to Califom凹， he visited old 企iends in Fort Worth and also 
stay巳d in Manhattan for a while quickly getting “ into the swing of things吋 and

working on a seri巳s of articles which dealt mostly with his experi巳nces in China 
and the Far East. He had become something of a celebrity in correspondent 
circl巳s and briefly became part of a roundtable of globe-仕otting joumalists and 
writers that met at the Judson, a hotel on Manhattan's Washington Square.4 Crow 
was actually temporarily living at the Judson as were many other authors, 
joumalists and artists. In a profile of the roundtabl巳 published by the New York 
World newspaper, Crow was described in rather exaggerated terrns as one of 
the m句or figures: 
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That smallish man with glasses and a ready 1augh is Car1 Crow. His Chinese 
name is Kai Low. Years spent in China on newspaper work and in Mexico 
and lndia have supplied him with many ta1es of pecu1iar experiences, 

particu1ar1y in China, where things are a bit different. His rooms upstairs 
are choked with swords and carved camphor wood boxes, while the 1atter 
征e in turn filled with si1ks and hangings of various kinds. One of his 
cherished possessions is a magnifi臼nt ermine robe and muff worn by an 
Empress of 出巳 C巳1estia1 Empire who lived centuries befor巳 the Christian 
era began.5 

Clearly one thing Crow had leamed since he left for China was the art of 
self-promotion. By many standards he was still a China coast “ Griffin" and had 
sp巳nt only a short tim巳 in Mexico and visited India only as a tourist as part of 
his round-the-world honeymoon. As for th巳“magnificent ermine rob巳 andmuff
wom by an Empress of the Celestial Empire", clearly Crow was leaming the 
first art of the China Hand - proclaim yo叮self to be one first and pretty soon 
no one will question your status. However, the Judson roundtable was real 
enough and also included A. Travers Ewell who had spent most of his life in 
Latin America and been awarded a gold medal by the Bolivian govemment for 
saving many liv巳 s when a dam burst; T. H. Marsoner, who had traveled 
throughout Cuba; and Vilhjalmur Steffanson, an anthropologist and Arctic 
explorer who had been on expeditions with Sir Emest Shackleton.6 It included 
also the magazine writer, explorer and anthropologist Gregory Mason7 who 
actually once found pirate treasure in the Caribbean; Robert C. McElravey who 
had caught a gang of bank robbers in Missouri wh巳n he was 14; and University 
of Missouri graduate Homer Croy who had worked on the Havana Post.8 It was 
a mixed but fascinating bunch that Crow easily fell in with. 

He was also starting to achieve some notoriety as an author. His Handbook 
戶r China had been published to acclaim in 1913 and updated and reprinted in 
1915; and his study ofthe American occupation ofthe Philippines, America and 
the Philippin白， had come out a year later to mixed revi巳ws and stirred up some 
controversy both in Washington and Manila. The Philippines book was sub-titled 
an Official Guide and Handbook. He hadn't been overly impressed with the 
country or America' s role in its history and development. He described the 
archipelago as a bureaucratic form of govemment, thinly disguised as a 
democracy “Indeed, if every elective office ... were abolished tomorrow, the 
machin巳ry of government would not be seriously hampered, and one can b巳lieve
that it would go on 巳ver more smoothly than at present.叫 Crow also , 
controversially for the time, asserted that the American administration had failed 
lamentably in the Philippines, causing a rice shortage because the seeds had been 



FROM FRUIT RANCHER TO SPY 73 

k巳pt too long in storag巳 and could not g巳nmnat巴; and th巳 introduction of carabaos 
imported from China to replac巳 those that had died from the viral disease 
rinderpest was a costly waste of time and tax payers' money as most of the 
animals died anyway and the governm巳nt was out of pocket. 

Even more controversially for many Americans and Filipinos was Crow's 
assertion that the Philippines national hero José Rizal had be巳n a creation of 
US inter巳sts and that America's greatest success, 

.. was 由巳 artificial manufacture of a hero for the Filipino people. Among 
things the Filipino people lacked to make them a nation was a hero - a 
safe hero , the only safe ones , of course, being dead. Aguinaldo was 
considered “dangerous" 的 the leader of the recent insurrection. It was 
necessary to establish a hero whose fame would overshadow that of 
Aguina1do, and thereby lessen that leader' s ability to make future trouble. lO 

Crow finally concluded with the argument that Americans were not really 
that well-suited to British-Empire-style colonialism. He noted that early 
“mistakes and failures" in colonial rule had proved vastly amusing to th巳 Briti曲，

巳specially thos巳 conn巳ct巳d with the British Colonial Servic巴， who had offered 
advice with a typically patronizing air and pointed out how much more 
professionally things were being done in Hong Kong, Singapore, the Federated 
扎1alay States and other nearby places under London's control. 

Eventually, Crow headed westwards to San Francisco and in 1916 while 
moving across country his third book, Japan and America, was published. The 
book had b巳en written while in Japan，闊的 to America, and edited and printed 
while Crow had been slowly making his way to Califomia from Tokyo. 

Picking Fruit with Spies 

By the start of the twentieth centuηT nearly 14,000 acres of orchards and 
vm巳yards were und巳r irrigation in the Santa Clara Valley. Crow's fruit ranch 
was 30 miles or so from San Francisco. He commuted into the big city for a 
drink with friends at the San Francisco Press Club in a small Ford he had bought. 
He lived on the farrn with his wife and baby daughter Betty in the ranch house. 
Crow was essentially taking one of his retreats into a “simpl巳 lifl巴" that 
occasionally gripped him. The everyday chores offruit-picking as well as doing 
smalljobs around th巳 ranch seemed to satisfy him after the last few hectic years. 
Of course, just as a trip to Shanghai had ended up with Crow witnessing the 
fall of a dynasty and meeting Sun Yat-sen and a job in Tokyo had ended with 
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a major scoop, so intrigue and excitement inevitably followed Crow to the Santa 
Clara Valley. 

The peacefullife of a fruit farmer was rudely interrupted in 1917 with the 
announcement that America was eventually joining the war. Crow had been 
waiting for this moment and had long argued that America should j oin the British, 
French and other Allied nations against the Germans. He got into his Ford and 
drove to the recruiting station in San Francisco to offer his services. At 34 years 
old, he was not necessarily prime fighting material but the captain in charge was 
intrigued by Crow's experiences in China and Japan and thought him probably 
useful as a propagandist in military intelligence given his newspaper background. 
Crow remembered that he “. .. drove home in great elation, speculating on how 
my young daughter would like me in shoulder straps and wondering whether or 
not an intelligence officer would have to leam the manual of arms." Again Crow' s 
sense of the poetic got the better of him for at the time Betty was still a babe in 
arms and probably not well versed in army ranks and insignia. 

However, when Crow retumed to see the recruiting captain he was told 
bluntly that he had been rejected as unfit for service. It tumed out that Crow 
had previously entertained “one ofthe most notorious and cleverest German spies 
on the China Coast" at his ranch. This had led to Crow being branded as a 
German sympathizer. He was flabbergasted. It tumed out that a young Canadian 
girl traveling on a British passport that he had hosted at the ranch was the spy. 
Crow never found out the true story till after the war when he became acquainted 
with the head of British intelligence in Shanghai who revealed all to him - and 
had indeed himself received a medal for unmasking the girl spy.ll 

Crow had known the girl four or five years prior to the war in Shanghai 
where she had borrowed some phonographic records 企om him. At the beginning 
of the war she had been employed as a typist in the American consulate in 
Vladivostok and collected information of use to the Germans as well as stealing 
stationery that was used to forge official documents. She retumed to Shanghai 
in some luxury on the German payroll, claiming she had won the lottery. There 
she spent her time seducing young naval officers and diplomats and then securing 
forged British and American passports for use by German spies. She was also 
implicated in a plot to blow up a British shipyard in Shanghai and to ferment 
unrest among Bri 
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Only later as Crow heard the stoηT over drinks at the Shanghai Club with 
his contact in British intelligence did he piece together her strange behavior in 
Califomia. Crow had wondered why the girl took a lot of solitary moming walks 
and he had once seen her talking to a strange man, and she always seemed to 
have plenty of cash. She had also struck up a flirtation with another guest of 
Crow's who stayed at the farm - a friend who had just passed through Petrograd 
and Stockholm and had been in Latin America investigating Mexican nitrate 
supplies. All this, Crow's British intelligence friend informed him, would have 
been valuable information once America joined the war effort. The girl managed 
to seduce Crow's guest away for a lovers' tryst in San Francisco after which 
she disappeared, heading to New York by way ofthe Panama Canal. Crow had 
unwittingly helped her escape by chaperoning her to a meeting with the British 
Consul-General in San Francisco to get her passport validated for the canal trip. 

Even more to Crow's alarm was the fact that he had probably been on the 
German payroll too as one of the lady-spy's best tricks was to tell her German 
con甘ollers that she had recruited other people and then collect their salaries, 
pocketing them herself of course. Apparently she later ceased her covert activities 
and moved to New York where she was being watched by American intelligenc巴，
had married a businessman, had a baby and was last reported to Crow as “... a 
typical middle class housewife living in the Bronx who spent her days cooking, 
washing and scrubbing and was devoted to her husband and children." 

Crow's colleagues at the San Francisco Press Club 甘ied to get the mess 
sorted out but army red tape meant Crow remained firmly r司ected. With no 
reason given, Crow had to forget all his dreams of fighting against the Germans 
and retumed to the cultivation of prunes and apricots. 

However, as one door closed another opened. Crow was offered the job of 
Far Eastem (exclusive of Siberia) Representative and Chair of the Committee 
on Public Information (known as Compub), America's war-time propaganda 
organization, on a salary of $600 Mexican a month. He was posted back to 
Shanghai to set up an office for Compub. He sold the farm, packed up his family 
and his bags and booked his passage once again to the China coast. 

Useful at Last as a Jekyll and Hyde 

Crow found that things had changed in Shanghai. The city was modemizing 
fast. The odorous Yangjing Creek on the border ofthe Intemational Settlement 
and Frenchtown had been filled in and renamed Edward VII Avenue (and on 
the French side of the road A venue Edouard VII) in the spirit of cleaning up 
one ofthe city's most malodorous creeks and L 'Entente Cor正iial. 12 Tom Millard 
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had sold the China Press to Chinese interests in 1915 while Crow had been in 
Tokyo and had gone on to found Millard's Review 01 the Far East in the 
meantime with J , B. Powell on the editorial board. Crow's new employer, 
Compub, had been established initia l1y as an organization devoted to 
popularizing the war at home in America and then spread its remit to inc1ude 
any country where America had interests. Crow noted that he was lucky to get 
the job as someone “. .. who had helped to establish the frrst American newspaper 
in China and while living in Califomia had written a number of magazine artic1es 
about China which gave me a rather exaggerated reputation as an authority on 
the country... "的 one of his rare admissions of “Griffinhood." 

The American Legation in Peking around 1917/18. 

Crow split his time between the American consulate in Shanghai and the 
American legation in Beijing. He was a propagandist and worked on a daily 
basis with legation and consular officials and eamed their trust and access to 
many state secrets. His job, popularizing the war in China, was by his own 
admission “ rather a large contract."14 Crow's beliefthat the Japanese were not 
retreating from their strategy of Twenty-One Demands but just waiting for an 
opportune moment to re-present them was shared by many American officials; 
and Crow noted that a great deal of the work of the American diplomatic 
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community in China was concerned with checking Japanese activities and 
seeking to prevent them from exploiting opportunities to once again advance 
the demands. The final victory over the Kaiser's armies in Europe was seen as 
the supreme task but in the Far East the job was to prevent China, with its 
potentially rich market for American goods, falling into Japanese hands and 
ensure that Allied gains in Europe were not offset by losses in Asia. This was 
a tricky position as Japan was officially an ally of America in the war against 
Germany but in China it was actively hampering the work of the Americans in 
every conceivable way. 

Crow received daily news from London and Washington in Shanghai 
through his American Navy wireless. This news digest of events in Europe was 
translated and supplied to the Chinese newspapers as copy. The Japanese were 
also intercepting these messages through their listening post at Jinan and sending 
out an alternative version of events that minimized, distorted or ignored 
completely America's role in the fighting in order to create an atmosphere where 
American and Allied fighting power was seen as ineffectual compared to 
Japanese military strength. Many in China saw America as a firm ally at this 
period and it was cmcial for the Japanese to break that faith in the Americans 
and portray the US as too weak and ineffectual to counter Japan in the Pacific. 
This campaign by the Japanese went so far as to report in the Tokyo newspapers 
American defeats in Europe that never actually occurred. Crow claimed that it 
was common knowledge that, though technically an ally, Japan wanted a German 
victory in Europe. For Tokyo, negotiating on the future of Asia with one power 
- Germany - was preferable to negotiating with a batch of victorious Great 
Powers with imperial and commercial interests in China. The military clique 
that held a high degree of political power in Japan at the time had not wanted 
to support the Allies at all but Japan had been forced to honor its obligations 
under the Anglo-Japanese Alliance with Britain signed in 1902. Despite the 
Alliance, there had been instances ofthe Union Jack being ripped down in Tokyo 
and trampled on by mobs supporting Germany, while the newspapers continued 
to extol Axis victories over the Allies. 

The Japanese pro-German sentiment was not just political opportunism; 
many in Tokyo believed that Germany would support a special place for Japan 
in Asia. The support reflected the c10se ties be 
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Crows巳t about trying to set up an 巳ffì巳ctJv巳 propaganda machin巴，巳nlisting

help from enthusiastic British amat巳urs who were already trying to disseminate 
news ofth巳 Allies' war victori巳s and aims in China. With the help ofthe American 
Consul-G巳neral in Shanghai, Nelson Trusler Johnson,16 Crow established a local 
committ巴巴 of Americans, many ofwhom were old 仕iends from his China Press 
days. The French provid巳d access to their wireless services, which complemented 
Crow's US Navy radio. Dispatch巳s from British, Am巳rican and Fr巳nch radio 
were translated into Chinese and circulated to the local press. Crow had to establish 
a dummy company and sell the dispatches to the local papers that would not 
acceptthem 企巴巴， regarding fre巳 news as propaganda. Crow kept the charges low 
and did not chase up payment. As both commissioner of Compub and also the 
manager of the dummy Chinese-Am巳rican (Chun Mei) News Agency, Crow 
started to live what he described as a “Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde existenc巴了'17

By the time ofthe Annistice in November 1918, China had reason to believe 
that it had ajust claim for the wrongs it had suffered to be righted - the Japanese 
seizure of Qingdao as well as the “unequal treaties" with the Great Pow巳rs that 
still rankled Chinese sensibilities. China had joined the Allied cause partly at 
American insistenc巳 and persuasion and Crow felt partly guilty for the sense of 
gloom and disappointm巳nt in China when it became clear that the Treaty of 
Versailles would right few wrongs. He had continued to co-ordinate the 
publishing of propaganda from Am巳rica including, upon instructions 仕om the 
State D巳partm巳nt in Washington, having all President Woodrow Wilson's 
speeches translated into Chines巳 and circulated to the Chinese press which duly 
published th巳m to an enthusiastic response 

Wilson's rh巳toric of self-determination and th巳 rights of weaker nations 
against th巳 Great Powers had struck a chord with the public. Crow, when asked 
by the Chines巳 if Wilson was genuine and if China would see some redress for 
past wrong日， told Chinese acquaintances that their hopes were justified, as he 
believed this to be the position ofthe American legation and Wilson. However, 
it was not to be and both Crow and China were to b巳 bitterly disappoint巳d by 
the outcom巳 ofV巳rsaill臼.lnd巳ed the China question was not even discussed 
by the Great Powers, though Japan took control of the former G巳rman

poss巳ssions in China and the Pacific, which Tok 
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merchants all took part in demonstrations against the wartime victor's 
marginalization of China. May Fourth became a symbolic day in the Chinese 
Nationalist calendar, a key date that marked the emergence of a new modem 
patriotism in China which stemmed from Great Power bullying, Westem 
obstinacy, Japanese aggression and territorial slights. 

As part of his Compub duti肘， Crow regularly had to travel to Beijing and 
mix with the city's diplomatic crowd - indeed he u1timately reported to the 
American Ambassador. Though he never lived there, Crow liked Beijing. He 
always got a thrill when he arrived in the ancient city by train at the Qianmen 
Station (where camels still gathered nearby at the end of the Silk Road), and 
then entered the Tartar City through the Water Gate that led into the Legation 
Quarter. However, he found diplomatic Beijing disagreeable. The obsession with 
rank and status rankled Crow's American libertarian soul and he found himself 
having to fulfil all manner of social obligations “. .. whether 1 liked it or not 
1 had to atlend innumerable dinner parties and listen to stupid Peking gossip as 
detailed by fat old dowagers."18 Crow managed to escape as often as possible 
to the Peking Club where the city's foreign pr巳ss corps gathered, but again the 
Beijing obsession with rank became a problem. The head of a British news 
agency and the longest咽rving foreign joumalist in the city, and therefore the 
doyen of the press corps, became angry that Crow had visited other joumalists 
in town before him simply because they were old friends. Crow claimed the 
obsession went so far that the British joumalist “. .. hated me up to the day of 
his death."19 

Crow's work with Compub also brought him into contact with the Missouri 
News Colony again. Despite the world knowing about Japan's Twenty-One 
Demands, Tokyo's diplomats in China still kept pressing them on Beijing. 
Eventually China's Foreign Minister Dr. Lou Tseng-hsiang decided to 盯ge the 
newspapers to report the incessant Japanese pressure on China. To do this, he 
had called up the editor ofthe Peking Daily News , Colony member Holly Tong, 
who immediately called J. B. Powell who arranged a meeting between himse匠，
Tong and Dr. Paul Samuel Reinsch, the American Minister in Beijing and an 
experienced China Hand, to organize a public defence of China. Powell 
interviewed Reinsch who strongly urged Japan to cease its intimidating activities 
and then sent the story to Crow at Compub. Cr 
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despite the background gossip that Reinsch, whose fami1y was of German 
extraction, was too pro-Berlin. As well as the genera11et-down at Versaill間，
Reinsch' s position had been prob1ematic since N ovember 1917 when the US 
Secretary of State Robert Lansing signed an agreement with Baron Ishii, Japan's 
so-called “Ambassador of Good Will," agreeing to Tokyo's “specia1 position" 
in Shandong and Manchuria. Washington never formally informed Reinsch that 
such a dea1- the so-called Lansing-Ishii Pact - was about to happen. This had 
caused a storm even though most of the European powers had a1ready signed 
simi1ar dea1s with Tokyo - secretly.20 The Lansing-Ishii Pact and the shunning 
of China at Versailles combined to force Reinsch, a supporter of parliamentary 
democracy for China, to resign in disgust in 1919 and take a post as an advisor 
to the Chinese government in Washington. 

Before Compub was wound up, Crow was instructed to publish a collection 
of Wi1son's speeches in Chinese. The book was du1y assemb1ed by Crow, 
trans1ated into Chinese and published by the Commercia1 Press, the foremost 
Chinese book pub1isher ofthe day. It was an instant best-seller, as many Chinese 
b1amed the Great Powers, rather than Wi1son, for their Versailles betraya1, and 
ran into many reprints. Crow provided a foreword for the book and asked for 
any comments from Chinese readers to be sent directly to him in Shanghai. This 
was a decision he came to regret when thousands of communications came 
flooding into his office from all across China. At first all the 1etters were 
trans1ated for him to rep1y to but soon the trick1e became a flood and the best 
Crow' s staff cou1d do was open each enve10pe to see if it contained money for 
additiona1 copies. The warlord genera1 F巴ngYu-卜-hs芯siang，21 the so-called 
G巳n巳ra1，" ordered 500 copies a1one, one for each officer in his army. Eventually 
Crow received over 10,000 1etters. He cou1dn't possib1y trans1ate them all and 
eventually his office staff sold them for scrap paper. 

The book did so well that Crow paid a 15 percent author' s royalty to his 
dummy news agency. By now the agency was making such a profit that he had 
to spend it all on more advertisements for the book and took full-page 
advertisements in most of the major Chinese 1anguage newspapers. Crow a1so 
came up with another use for the profits. In order to make sure that the rea1 
provincia11eaders of China read the book, he first had to admit 
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the project they established ad hoc committees to ensure they missed no one 
and also roped in their British colleagues to help add to their lists. 

The postcard scheme was a roaring success and Crow ended up with a 
fantastic mailing list as well as identifying one or two Americans who were 
German sympathizers and replied admitting as much and refusing to take part. 
These he forwarded to Reinsch and they were summarily expelled from China. 
Crow then extended the scheme to the many local in-country representatives of 
America's largest oil and tobacco companies with similarly good results. 
Altogether, Crow got 25 ,000 names and addresses of local dignitaries across 
China and sent them each a copy of the Wilson book along with a letter asking 
them to recommend any friends who should also receive a copy. His list grew 
and grew. 

As a supporter ofthe 1911 revolution and an admirer ofDr. Sun, and feeling 
frustrated at the betrayal of China at Versailles, by 1918 Crow felt himself 
becoming increasingly estranged from the mainstream position of the older China 
Hands in Shanghai. Majority opinion in the Intemational Settlement was that if 
the Nationalist govemment gained strength then that very success would speed 
up the unity of China and eventually spell the end of Shanghai's special 
privileges. The bulk of the foreign press in Shanghai supported this view and 
painted grim pictures of foreigners being subject to Chinese law and ending up 
in Chinese prisons, or worse. The advances of the Nationalist govemment in 
starting to restructure and rebuild the country were mostly overlooked. Crow 
found himself rebelling against this downplaying of Nationalist progress while 
the Japanese were, to Crow's observation, increasingly interfering in Chinese 
affairs with apparently tacit foreign connivance. Slowly foreigners felt 
themselves more embattled. As Crow had observed of the days before the 
revolution of 1911,“We had been accustomed to barging around the country 
wherever we pleased, counting on the color of our skins in the place of a 
passport戶2 Now, as Crow had found upon his retum to China in 1917, a passport 
and a travel permit were required - restrictions many foreigners found irksome. 

Whatever the changing circumstances, Crow was happy to be back in 
Shanghai and started to renew old contacts and explore new opportunities as 
the city recovered economically and became a booming commercial center. His 
wife Mildred was also getting in 



10 
Rumblings in Shanghai 

A Man's Town 

Crow's bachelor status had pr巳sumably b巴巴n a point in his favor when he was 
first hired by the China Press to work in Shanghai. Most of the larger foreign 
companies in China in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries only 
employed single young men who invariably did not marry until completing 
several years' servic巳 Crow noted that this tradition had had a lasting effect on 
the China coast's foreign society 一“Even after a great many women came to 
China, th巳 predominant inf1u巳nce of the bachelor remained and foreign society 
in China still retains a robust and boisterous masculine f1avour ... Everything 
was run by the men and for the men." 1 Indeed until a greater number of European 
women started moving to Shanghai th巳re were few socially acceptable options 
but to find a bride during a home leav巴， as marrying Chinese girls was still next 
to impossible and frowned upon by just about everyone on all sides and could 
lead to dismissal and social ostracism. 

How巳ver， having married early on in his Shanghai life, Crow had not be巳n
able to enjoy the tradition of living in one of the bachelor messes that were run 
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by the older and larger hongs. The China Press was not big enough to justify 
one. However, Crow regularly dined as a guest at several, including the most 
popular ones that were maintained by the crews of the volunteer municipal fire 
companies where Crow was often left the only diner after all the other residents 
had had to dash out to extinguish some flames somewhere. Crow liked this 
masculine life and, along with most other single men, had joined the Shanghai 
Volunteer Corps (SVC), being assigned to the Special Police for three years. 
Apart 企om being part of an ethos of civic service in the Intemational Settlement, 
this also provided a social network of other bachelors. 

In 1925 Crow separated from Mildred and they divorced. The split seems 
to have been amicable and Mildred took their daughter Betty with her. Mildred 
continued to run her Chinese handicrafts business and soon remarried Norris 
G. Wood, the Manager of Standard Oil's Hangzhou office. 

Shortly after his divorce from Mildred, Carl also married for a second time 
to Helen Marie Hanniger in Shanghai. Helen, an American, gets few mentions 

in his books or papers, though several of his later books were dedicated to her, 
including Four Hundred Million Customers. She features largely as a sensible 
block on Crow's sometimes more wild schemes, though remaining somewhat 
of a mystery. He saw Helen as more kind-hearted than him when it came to 
dealing with their servants at home and she always took responsibility for 
ensuring that the house was full of freshly-cut flowers. Most of the servants were 
Helen's choices. As was the way on the China coast, Crow's personal houseboy 
had left his service soon after Crow remarried. Most personal servants preferred 
to work for bachelors where life was considered easier or, if they had worked 
for married men, felt it easier not to continue with them when a new mistress 
entered the scene. Crow felt no lack of loyalty from the man as he had hired 
him after his forrner boss had got married and the man needed a new post. 

Crow also appreciated Helen' s ability to bring a certain order to his often-
chaotic living arrangements, noting that “The usual helplessness of the unmarried 
man is increased by life on the China Coast where he has well-trained servants 
to anticipate his every want.吋 Certainly， when he had been a bachelor, Crow 
had not really bothered too much with his daily living arrangements, commenting 
that “... a cook employed in a foreign household for years 
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including a Christmas and N巳wY巳ar br巳ak to Chongqing as w巳11 as r巳gular
house-boating trips along the Jiangsu canals. 

It appears that Helen, like Mildred, was a strong woman who had adapted 
to life in Shanghai and China. Crow claimed that many foreign women got 
hyst巳rical at the slightest thing in China from mistaking frrecrack巳rs for gunshots 
(which, to b巳 fair， Crow hims巳lf had done on his first w巴巴k in th巳 city) ， to being 
distrustful of rickshaw pu11巳rs and being unn巳c巳ssarily worried about hygi巳n巳
一“1 hav巳 known persona11y of a half dozen American women who arrived in 
Shanghai to join their husbands and took the next boat back in a state of 
collapse.叫 The Crows were popular party hosts and Helen was apparently lmown 
for shaking a mean cocktail. 

Rumbles in Shanghai 

1925 was a tense year for Shanghai. In January the six-foot-s巳V巳n-inch tall 
witch's son, former wharf coolie and Shandong warlord Chang Tsung-chang 
th巳“Dogmeat General" - had swept into Shanghai with an army of 60,000 men. 
Asm巳ntlOn巳d previously, Chang was on巳 of China's most feared warlords. He 
also maintained a multi-cultural harem that, according to th巳 New York Times 
corr巳spond巳nt Ha11ett Ab巳nd， consisted of “. .. nearly forty wom巳n and girls 
Chin巳se， Korean, Japanese, two Fr巳nch girls, and one bedraggled female who 
said she was an American;叮 while the historian Ste11a Dong notes that “...巳ach
of the foreign members of the seraglio was provided with a washbowl with the 
flag of her country painted on its side.叫 Chang had ro11巳d ov巳r the army of 
Jiangsu's Govemor Chi Shi-yuan who had fled to Japan, though not before his 
soldi巴的 tore up the town a little. In Shanghai, Chang's a口ny faced off with that 
ofthe Jiangsu warlord Sun Chuang-fang, a situation that made for t巳nsions and 
unease in the Intemational Settl巳ment and not a little looting and vandalism in 
the Chin巳se areas of the city. It seemed that the Shanghai underworld favored 
Chang who was a Green Gang m巳mb巳r and an old friend of Pockmark巳dHuang.
In October fighting broke out betwe巳n Sun and Chang's forces and the northem 
warlord skulked back up north to the comfort of his harem. Sun, a bit of a social 
climber, was more favor巳d by the foreign community and managed to actually 
unite the disparate Chinese parts of the city into one municipality. Sun, Huang 
and Du Yuesheng soon reached an accommodation and the opium business 
continued to be as profitable as before a11 the interruptions and disturbanc巳s.

Sun Yat-sen di巳d on March 12, 1925. He had been termina11y i11 for some 
time and had long suffered digestive probl巳ms. He had b巳en diagnosed with a 
malignant tumour on his liver in December 1924 and had repeatedly gone to 
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the Rockefeller Institute in Beijing for treatment. Since the announcement of 
Sun's termina1 condition, the question of succession had remained tense. As well 
as the mi1itary 1eader Chiang Kai-shek, other contenders included: Wang Ching-
wei,7 who was best known for having tried to assassinate the Imperia1 Prince 
Regent in 1910; Hu Han-min, who stood on the right of the Nationalist 
mov巳ment; and Liao Chung-k缸，8 who r巳pr巳sented the 1eft wing. Unknown to 
most peop1e, another candidat巳 was a1so 1urking in th巳 wings - Du Yu巳sheng，

the boss of Shanghai' s Green Gang. It was a time of tumu1tuous change in many 
countri巳s ， with a power strugg1e going on in Russia betw巳en Trotsky and Stalin 
after Lenin' s d巳ath that 100ked 1ike b巳coming b1oody. Many thought China's 
succ巴的ion strugg1e might a1so tum ug1y. Sun seemed to 1eave no instructions 
as to his succ巳ssor himse1f though Chiang, who was at the Whampoa Academy 
near Guangzhou at the tim巴， claim巳d Sun's 1ast words were “Chiang Kai-sh巳k."

Sun's death was a major event in China and ha1f a million p巳op1e filed past 
his body in Beijing as it 1ay in state before being conv巳yed to the Westem Hills 
just outside the city to be p1aced in the Azure C10ud Temp1e. Though bom a 
southemer, Sun's wish had be巳n to be buried in Nanjing and p1ans w巳re a1ready 
afoot to build a mauso1eum to house his body though it wou1d take another five 
years to comp1et巳. J. B. Powell1at巳r recall巳d that a major row broke out at the 
time betwe巳n Sun's fami1y and his Soviet advisers who wanted him emba1med 
and put on permanent disp1ay in simi1ar fashion to Lenin in Moscow. The fami1y 
considered this macabre. 

In the m巳antime， the power strugg1e continued. Most a1arming to many of 
those in th巳 know were the behind-the-scenes intrigues of the gangster Du who 
appeared to want to run the KMT through a proxy, giv巳n his well-known crimina1 
activities and hope1ess opium addiction. Du thought that either th巳 fiery-temp巳red

Chiang or Chang Ching-chang, usually known as Curio Chang in the English 
1anguage press,9 wou1d be the best proxy. Curio Chang was a cripp1ed Zhejiang 
millionaire businessman with Green Gang connections who had been a 10ng time 
devote巳 of Sun. He was a major "kingmaker" in the background of the KMT, 
and had amassed a fortune selling antiques and souvenirs to foreigners in China 
after working at the Chinese L巳gation in Paris, a job he got 1arge1y because his 
father had bought him an imperia1 tit1e. He had set up a company dealin 
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in Japan but was too ov巳rtly s巳ctarian. This left th巳 l巳ftist Liao Chung-kai, who 
was liked by Hu despite their political differences and his being Madame S凹's

favorite. After Wang dropped out, Borodin, who was wielding significant 
influence since his arrival in China on Moscow冶 orders in 1923 , championed 
Liao's caus巳 Ev巳ntually warlord-induc巳d confusion around Guangzhou led the 
KMT Central Committ巴巴 to compromis巳 and form a triumvirate National 
governm巳nt leadership composed ofHu, Wang and Liao. It seem巳d the left wing 
of the KMT, and Borodin, had triumph巳d.

There was also th巳 continuing and se巳mingly close threat from th巳 ongomg
warlord feuds across China to contend with. The lead巳rs of Shanghai's foreign 
community on the SMC had resolutely and consistently opposed any warlord 
troops ent巳ring th巳 Int巳mational Settlement. In 1925, and again in 1927, the 
Intemational Settlement police along with soldiers of the conc巳sSlOnary powers 
had to intem and disarm large numbers of warlord troops found in the city who 
had either deserted or were on food-foraging excursions. Though most ofthose 
intemed were actually half-starv巳d， ill-equipped and poorly-trained young men, 
their pr巳senc巳 in th巳 sanctuary of the Settlem巳nt alarmed many foreign r巳sidents.
This alarm was height巳ned when the Council mobilized the British-dominated 
SVC, th巳 intemational military division formed in 1854, headed by a British 
a口ny regular and made up of about 1,000 volunteers complete with cavalry and 
artillery components. The SVC, ofwhich Crow had briefly been a member when 
he first came to Shanghai, drew its membership from the various for巳ign
communities, as well as White Russian and Jewish detachments, and mostly 
formed a sort of part-time army that drilled and paraded at various ev巳nts. The 
warlords w巳re also a distraction from the normal routin巳 of life. Crow would 
skip his usual w巳ekend golf game and head out to watch some of the clashes 
between the competing warlord armies on weekends around Shanghai once 
sp巳nding “. .. an hour crouched behind what was fortunately a high and long 
grave mound while bull巳ts whistled over us. What a tame thing a golf foursome 
was by comparison!"10 

In 1925 trouble had flar巳d after a series of anti-foreign demonstrations and 
strikes led by the Communist Party and th巳 left of the KMT. In May tensions 
between the Chinese and Japanese communities had spilled over when a Chinese 
worker was killed in a clash with th巳 manager of 
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Fourth 1919 protests. A new wave of demonstrations rumb1ed across China in 
reaction to the b100dshed in Shanghai, with further protests in the Settlement. 
In Guangzhou the internationa1 community based on Shamian Is1and was 
threatened, and there was a genera1 strike in the British co10ny of Hong Kong 
that 1asted into 1926. Meanwhi1e the power strugg1e in the KMT continued and, 
as chaos increased, Chiang Kai-shek and his backers reso1ved to get rid of the 
party' s 1eft wing and restore order 

Shanghai became a center of strike action 1ed by 也e Communist-controlled 
Genera1 Federation of Labor. This militant group and the negative economic 
fall叫t from the strikes annoyed Du and his Green Gang as wel1 as Pockmarked 
Huang in Frenchtown as the Communists appeared to be cementing an altemative 
power base to the gangsters in Shanghai. In August Liao was assassinated in 
Guangzhou. A witch-hunt for the assassin followed and hidden forces app巳ared
to be stoking up seeming1y base1ess accusations against Hu Han-min, d巳spite
the 1.也own friendship between Hu and Liao, that neutralized Hu's position. With 
Hu and Liao both out ofthe picture, Chiang, now 38, was free to mak巳 his bid 
for power. He did, eradicating or exiling many of his opponents in Guangzhou, 
inc1uding Wang Ching-wei (who fl巳d to France). He install巳d Chiang 10yalists 
in key positions in the troub1esome south巳m city and form巳d th巳 30 ，000 strong 
Nationa1 Revo1utionary Army (NRA) out ofhis own 10ya1 troops and men once 
10ya1 to his deposed enemies. Chiang had shown a decisiveness and ruth1essness 
in decision-making rare in Nationalist po1itics and was now in a position to 
finally realize Sun's dream of 1aunching a Northem Expedition. After a costly 
(in terms ofmen's lives) but successfu1 initia1 batt1e against the "Hakka General" 
的 Shantou， Chiang's position was furth巳r bolst巳r巳d. In early 1926 the NRA took 
Hainan Island from a 10cal warlord and Chiang felt r巳ady to march nor吐lwards. 11

However, Chines巳 politics betw巴巴n the wars was nothing if not 
Machiavellian. Du' s fri巳nd and Chiang's pa甘on Curio Chang was appointed 
Chairman ofthe KMT's Standing Committee in May 1926, due largely to back-
room maneuverings by Chiang which secured to an ext巳nt the power ofthe right 
wing of the KMT and furth巳r sidelined the 1eft. Chang took over for just 10ng 
enough to arrange for Chiang to be e1ect巳d as hi日 rep1acement that Ju1y. With 
the high1y s巳cret help of his Soong family financial 



22 
The Final Prolific Years 

-' 

A War of Words 

Throughout Crow' s journalism and writing a constant theme was the successful 
industrialization of America and the wealthy society and thriving democracy that 
had been created. Though away from America for a significant portion of his 
li色， Crow always remained a patriotic and enthusiastic American. He had started 
out before the First World War reporting on America's changing industrial and 
agricultural society from the heartlands; and while in China, he had always found 
time to promote America and its values, be it through working at Compub, 
preparing papers on China for the State Department, as a long-standing Chairman 
of the American Club in Shanghai, traveling up the Burma Road in 1939, and 
down the coast of Latin America in 1940 or at the OWI when war was declared 
once agam. 

In late 1943 he published many ofhis thoughts on the origins and uniqueness 
of the American experiment in a book The Great American Customer,l sub-titled 
The Story olInvention, Mass Production and Our Prosperi紗， which traced the 
development of manufacturing and marketing in the United States from 
independence to the production and sale of cameras by George Eastman. The 
first editions of the book published during the war were printed on rough paper 
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in order to confonn to govemment regulations for conserving paper. Crow felt 
that th巳 book could help r巳mind war-weary Am巳ricans that their commercial 
history had provided them with both a 企巳edom and a degre巳 of luxury and 
comfort that had never been known anywhere else befor巳 and were worth 
fighting fo r. He had long believed that American methods of scientific 
manag巳ment were responsible for many of the country's achi巳vem凹的， from 
its growing industrial bas巳 to its success on the athletics track, and in The Great 
American Customer he fleshed out this argument. 2 

By now living in Manhatian in a fifth-floor apartment on Washington Place, 
Crow remained an advocate of greater Am巳rican support for China in the fight 
against Japan. In 1942, while sti11 at the OWI, Crow had published Japan 's 
Dream o{ World Empire - The Tanaka Memorial. This sma11 book was 
巳ssentially composed ofthe t巳xt of a memorial presented to the Emp巳ror ofJapan 
in July 1927 by th巳 then Premier Baron Tanaka which outlined Japan's goals in 
Manchur悶， and attempted to rationalize Japanese expansionism and the 巳ventual

conquest of a11 China. Crow added a foreword explaining the ev巳nts leading up 
to the Tanaka Memorial and Tanaka's role as “the leader of the aggressive 
military party"3 or faction in Japan. Tanaka had supposedly pr巳pared the 
document fo11owing a conference in Shenyang that had brought together a11 
Japan's military officials in Manchuria and Mongolia. The memorial was 
published at the time, though the Japanese govemment denied its authenticity. 
By republishing it in 1942, Crow was hoping to show that Japan's intentions 
towards China had been c1ear at least 15 years earlier. He had some success as 
the book was widely commend巳d and w巳11 reviewed in America. Maxwe11 
St巳wart， a left-wing joumalist, writing in The Nation ca11巳d the Memorial 
“ Japan's Mein Kampf"4 

H巳 had plans to write additional books on American history including a 
biography of William Wheelwright, the son of a Lincolnshire master mariner 
who was bom in Massachusetts and eventua11y founded th巳 Pacific Steam 
Navigation Company, as we11 as a history of the American magazine. He also 
had more overtly propagandist works in the pipeline, such as a history of the 
resistance of ordinary Chines巳 in the fac巳 of Japanes巳 aggression， including a 
book to be entitled Sons 01 Han and another to be ca11ed either China, After 
Forη Centuries or China - Forty Centuries Young. He was also planning to 
continue to t 
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Japan" and 
You Can 't Make Friends with Japan. Finally, Crow had been making notes and 
keeping accounts of the opium traffic in Japanese-occupied parts of China, a 
trade he had witnessed when traveling through Tianjin in mid-1930s when he 
had started collecting data. 5 

In 1944 he did publish China Takes Her Pla白， a book that sought to exp1ain 
to the American peop1e, with some reservations, how progressive the Chinese 
Nationalist government had been. It was propaganda in many senses. Whi1e 
many would agree with the London Times correspondent of the 1930s, Peter 
Fleming, that “to read a propagandist, a man with vested intellectual interests, 
is as dul1 as dining with a vegetarian，叫 Crow typically managed to remain 
eminent1y readab1e. In the book, which formed part of the OWl's effort to 
maintain support for Nationalist China against Japan and to engender American 
public support for that fight, he large1y praised the Nationa1ists including Sun 
and Chiang. He backed the uneasy alliance between the KMT and the 
Communists in order to defeat the primary enemy - Japan. However, as the 
Second W orld War drew to a close in Europe and the American government 
started to prepare for a renewal of the Co1d War with the Soviet Union, Crow 
realized that China wou1d be one of the key batt1efie1ds. Chiang, Madame 
Chiang, Zhou En-1ai and others had al1 to1d him as much personally. 

Though he had worked hard to promote the KMT -Communist alliance 
publicly, personally he seems to have been more skeptical. He had discussed 
communism in China both with its 1eaders and its most vociferous opponents. 
He had witnessed the bruta1 suppression of the communist movement in 
Shanghai and other cities in the 1920s and during the Northem Expedition and 
had a1so hand1ed the coins minted with the hammer and sick1e that were 
produced by the short-lived soviet established in Jiangxi province by various 
communist groups driven out of other parts of China. He became interested in 
this historica1 phenomenon but was realistic enough in his understanding to judge 
that the Jiangxi Soviet was probably much more ad hoc than most of the English 
1anguage press in China, then in the thral1 (or the pay) of anti-communism, would 
have its readers believe. Most foreigI間的 living in Shanghai in the inter-war years 
saw Communists, at 1east in Crow's view,“as White Russians bent on 
assassinating anyone with a top hat." The Jiangxi Soviet appeared to be 
independent of any other government in Chi 
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While admiring the bravery of the Communist forces in the war against 
Japan, Crow had felt that their role was overstated and that those, mostly 
Americans such as Edgar Snow, who had made their way to Yanan and come 
back to write laudatory books and articles were probably wrong. He felt that 
their descriptions of life, politics and the leaders in Yanan were “ too perfectly 
perfect to be wholly convincing."7 He also believed that the pro-Communist 
writ巳rs and those who criticized th巳 governm巳nt in Chongqing were providing 
gossip that the Washington cocktail circuit e吋 oyed but that this wasn't 
necessarily going to bring China's freedom from the yoke of Japanese aggression 
any closer. 

Relations between the KMT and th巳 Communists certainly weren't 
improving. Writing in 1944, Crow considered that some sort of eventual 
showdown b巳閃而en th巳 two forces was likely, though cautioning that “If a civil 
war is fought over these issues [the position 01 the KMT and the Communists] 
it will be quite different from any of those that have been fought in the past.吋
H巳 was right: he never lived to s巴巴 the final outcome, but he did make some 
predictions. He felt that China's conduct and resolve during the war had eamed 
the country the position of “spiritualleadership" in East Asia and d巳clared that 
the only conclusion possible was that “Neith巳r in its political nor industrial 
organization will China b巳 like any other country ... China will be unique and 
independent in thought".9 

Crow also believed that, while China might fall to communism temporarily, 
it would eventually b巳come a democracy; indeed h巳 thought that China had for 
centuries b巳en a democracy in 巳verything but its form of government and that 
all China's great thinkers - primarily Confucius and Mencius - had upheld the 
right ofth巳 common man to overthrow unjust rulers and revoke th巳 Mandate of 
H巳aven. H巳 also saw various symbols of nascent d巳mocracy: the universal civil 
service examinations that had been open to anyone sinc巳 the Han Dynasty 
(though abolished towards the end of the Qing Dynasty); what Crow believed 
to b巳 the 巳ffective abolition of feudalism in the second century BC; the long-
巳stablished tradition of semi-autonomous local or village govemment; and the 
teahouses of China that doubled as town-hall meeting venu巳s for the discussion 
of anything and everything. Crow finished his last book dealing with China 
China Takes Her Place - on an upbeat note: 

China is confident of her future and so are most of the foreigners who, 

likc巳 myself， hav巳 witn巳5日巳d th巳 progr巳ss of th巳 past thirty Y巳ars. Th巳r巳 may
b巳 troubl巳d days ah巳ad ， but nothing can gainsay th巳 fact that China is a 
contin巳nt and a civilization - a self-r巳specting and industrious people who 
缸巳 moving forward. 1O 
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A Final Battle Lost 

By early 1945 it was clear that medica1 prob1ems were impinging on Crow's 
work-rate. The Office of Strategic Services (OSS) 11 in New Y ork wanted to meet 
with him to see his collection of photographs with reference to “our activities 
in the China Theater," but he never replied. 12 He had a1ready shared his 
photographic archive with the military and the naηT to see what use they cou1d 
make of it. In Apri1 1945 he wrote to his editor Frank MacGregor at Harper & 
Brothers that the pub1isher shou1d go ahead and make revisions to his fina1 book, 
The City 01 Flint Grows [扭， that he had comp1eted in early 1945. The book 
had been commissioned by his old advertising client Buick to tell the story of 
how the car-maker had switched from civilian to military production and was 
supporting the war effort. Sub-titled The Success Story 01 an American 
Communi紗， Crow dedicated the book t。“The men and women of F1int who 
provided the too1s of war for the men who fought overseas."13 For his 1abors, 
Buick paid him the prince1y sum ofUS$ lO,OOO (in US$200 weekly insta1ments). 

Crow now knew that he had a growth on the upper part of his oesophagus 
that was probab1y cancerous; it had been causing him stomach troub1e for some 
time. After comp1eting the book on Flint, he had moved for a whi1e to rest and 
finish a revision of Four Hundred Million Customers in Harrison, New York. 
He was heading back to Manhattan for a biopsy and expected to be “out of 
circu1ation for some time," whatever the resu1t. In his 1etter to Frank MacGregor, 
he was characteristically matter-of-fact about the surgery and the seriousness 
of his condition. 14 The 1ast few years had been 10ne1y ones - a widower who 
had never really fully recovered from He1en's death, working hard and living 
a10ne at Washington P1ace with on1y a b1ack manservant who 100ked after him 
and prepared his mea1s. 

The condition was indeed serious. Carl Crow died of cancer at his apartment 
in Washington P1ace on June 8, 1945. Such was his fame as a writer at the time 
that his obituary appeared prominently in the New York Times. He 1eft two sisters 

Roma Crow-WaIters of Washington DC and Laura Crow-Beck of Webster 
Grove, Missouri. Both sisters had moved around, with Crow mentioning them 
various1y living in Pittsburgh and St. Louis, but they had all kept in close touch 
by mail. He had a1so remained close to his aged mother who a1so died in 1945 , 
aged 剖， after a 10ng illness. He had maintained constant contact by 1etter with 
her throughout his yea 
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and all contributions should be sent to the American Society for the Control of 
Cancer. In his detailed last will and testament, he apportioned his belongings in 
a typically highly detailed way. Most ofhis money, property and copyrights were 
left to his two sisters. His nieces got an oriental rug apiece and his nephews a 
range of items, inc1uding his father's desk which he had somehow kept hold of, 
a globe, a Litchfield c10ck in a traditional papier-mâché case and a Howard 
watch; and his collection ofbooks was divided up among his sisters, his nephew 
Thomas Walters and the Fredericktown Public Library. His papers were sent to 
the University of Missouri, along with a collection of his published works. His 
garden tools and his wine cellar were left to two 企iends. Finally, he donated 
US$100 to the John Drew Fund of the Players' Club and US$50 to the Ed 
McNamara Fund ofthe Players. Neither his 日rst wife Mildred nor his daughter 
Betty was mentioned. 

On the day Crow died, the war against Japan that he had foreseen and 
written about so passionately and extensively continued. The New York Times 
carried his obituary on Sunday June 10, along with news that between 150 and 
200 American B29 Super Fortresses had bombed Kobe, Yokohama and Tokyo, 
hitting the Japan Aircraft Company's Tomioka plant near Yokohama and an 
army air depot c10se to Tokyo. American forces were advancing slowly in 
Okinawa and meeting stiff Japanese resistance, and American and Australian 
forces successfully landed on Labuan Island, near Brunei. Meanwhile, Chinese 
forces under General Chang Fah-kwei had captured the Sino-Indian border town 
of Chungching, forcing the Japanese army back into Indo-China to join the 
巳:stimated 200,000 other Japanese troops 仕apped and defeated in South East Asia. 
The war in Europe was effectively over despite Russia's Marshal Zhukoff still 
refusing to dec1are Hitler officially dead without a body. Winston Churchill and 
Clement Atlee were hitting the stump across Britain contesting the historic 1945 
general election, and debates over the forrnation ofthe United Nations continued 
slowly in San Francisco. At home, 65,000 people bet a total of $776,408 and 
watched the colt Hoop Jm. win the 71st Kentucky Derby in Louisville. In 
Shanghai it was a year since American bombers had first appeared in the s隘的
over the city and by June 1945 the Japanese were starting to withdraw. 

Crow had once written that he would like to be buried “. .. in the hills of 
So 
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to a liberated Shanghai or a free and united China but he will always be 
intimately linked with that city and that country. As a fitting epitaph shortly 
after his death, when US soldiers arrived in Shanghai later in 1945, the American 
army's Armed Services Editions Division that issued books to troops overseas 
published a “ cargo pocket" sized edition of Four Hundred Million Customers 
to be distributed to the GIs as a guide to explaining the city they had pitched up 
in. What betler introduction to their new posting? 
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28 Earl A. Selle (1 948) Donald of China , New York: Harper & Brothers, pp. 153-69 

Dona1d was famous1y tight-1ipped about his experiences in China. Sell巴， ajournali前，

claimed that the detai1s in his overt1y pro-Dona1d biography were to1d to him by the 
man himse1f in 1946 on his deathbed. 

Chapter 6 

Crow did not write a great dea1 about his experiences or rationa1e for becoming a 
fruit farmer in Ca1ifornia. Even if it was to sett1e briefly whi1e his daughter was 
born, the choice of fruit farming in Ca1ifornia is f，位企om an obvious one and his 
agricultura1 skills are unknown. There are few references in his books, persona1 
papers, diaries or 1ater articles to this time. Most of the detai1s of his time in Santa 
C1ara are derived from an essay he wrote “Si1houette: The Great War on the China 
Front" - which remained unpublished and is part of the Carl Crow Archive at 
Missouri University, fo1der 48A 
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2 JapanAdvertiser, July 19, 1915. 
3 JapanAdvertiser, July 19, 1915. 
4 Actually at 53 Washington Square and a句acent to the Judson Memorial Church. 

The hotel had been established to provide income for the church. 
5 “Dining where the adventurers eat in a South Washington Square hotel," New York 

World, September 21 , 1915. 
6 Steffanson also became known for existing largely on a "raw diet" of unprocessed 

foods, including raw meat且， animal organs and fats. He advocated this dietary regime 
in three books: Cancer: Disease 01 Civilization? , Not by Bread Alone and The Fat 
01 the Land. Steffanson stuck to this diet for much of his adult life, changing to a 
more refined and processed diet only after he married later in life. He is also famous 
for his wry quote “False modesty is better than no modesty at all." He was later 
accused by McCarthy of being a Communist and a spy for Red China, along with 
Owen Lattimore. 

7 Mason led a number of expeditions to South America, including the 1926 Mason-
Spinden Expedition to search for Mayan ruins in Mexico. He was also the author 
of a briefly popular utopian novel published in 1956, The Golden Archer: A Satirical 
Novel 011975, which imagines the threat ofreligious war following a stalemate in 
World War TTT. 

8 Croy was credited as being a member of the first graduating class of the Missouri 
School of Journalism (though he never actually graduated and dropped out before 
the co盯se finished). He later gained fame as a writer with books such as Jesse James 
wasÀ今 Neighbor and He Hanged Them High: An Account 01 the Fanatical Judge 
Who Hanged Eigh秒 Eight Men. He also wrote several books about the Hollywood 
film industry, including a biography of D. W. Griffith. 

9 Carl Crow (1 914) America and the Philippines, Garden City, NewYork: Doubleday, 
Page & Co. 

10 Crow, America and the Philippines. 
11 Crow never revealed the name of this man but it was most likely Harry Steptoe. 

For many years, Steptoe was head of the British Secret Intelligence Service in 
Shanghai attached to the British Consulate ancl, as well as its own shadowy activities, 
also undertook the role of collating reports 企om Special Branch in Shanghai as well 
as the reports of the British Colonial Police in Singapore and Hong Kong 

12 Now Yanan Road. 
13 Crow,“Silhouette - The Great War on the China Front," Crow Archiv巴， folder 

F48. 
14 Crow,“Silhouette - The Great War on the China Front." 
的 Carl Crow (1 937) 1 Speaklor the Chinese, NewYork: Harper & Brothers, p. 19. 
16 Later to be promoted to American Ambassador to China. 
17 Crow,“Silhouette - The Great War on the China Front." 
18 Carl Crow (1 940) Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , New York: Harper & 

Brothers, p. 219. 
19 Crow, Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , p. 220. 
20 The existence ofthese secret treaties signed between Japan, Britain, France, Belgium, 
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Russia and Italy only came to light after the 1917 Russian Revolution when the 
Bolsheviks made them public 

21 AIso known as FengYuxiang (see also endnote 7, chapter 20). 
22 Carl Crow (1944) China Takes Her Place, New York: Harper & Brothers, p. 117. 
23 The author is indebted to Ellen Johnston Laing of the University of Michigan for 

information on Mildred Crow and her business ventures. 

Chapter 7 

Named after the seventeenth-century French author and now 7 Xianshan Road. 
2 To be fair to Sun, this appears to have stopped after his marriage to Soong Ching-

Ling. 
3 Now Fuxing Park - originally laid out in 1909 
4 The house that is now the official Soong Qingling Residence and Museum at 1843 

Huai Hai Middle Road 
5 Cohen eventually became a general in the Nationalist army as well as a property 

tycoon and arms-dealer. He moved to Hong Kong in 1937, surviving on a pension 
arranged for him by Madame Sun, and then was intemed in the British colony by 
the Japanese. In 1945 he returned to Canada briefly, only to eventually settle in 
London's East End. 

6 Carl Crow (1943) The ChineseAre Like Th例， Cleveland: World Publishing Company, 

pp. 196-7. 
7 Carl Crow (1 944) China Takes Her Place , New York: Harper & Brothers, p. 63. 
8 Crow recalled his English conversations with Sun in his unpublished essay describing 

his meeting with Zhou En-Iai later in 1938 “The puzzle of Communism", Crow 
Archive, folder 36A 

9 Regarded by the British as one of China's ablest soldiers, Chen gained his sobriquet 
after se前ling his forces in the Hakka area of southern China. He was originally from 
Guangdong and had been Vice-Govemor of the province in 1911 until ousted in 
the 1913 Second Revolution. He was considered generally more enlightened than 
most warlords at the time. 

10 Crow himself admitted to following developments in Italy and the rise of Mussolini 
with interest and an open mind at first before becoming an avowed anti-fascist. 

11 Carl Crow (1 940) Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , New York: Harper & 

Brothers, p. 123 
12 Crow, China Takes Her Place, p. 75. This friendship appears to have been based 

more on Crow's reading William's work rather than actually knowing him. 
13 The ABMAC was an august body at the time, with Madame Chiang Kai-shek as 

honorary chairman and prominent supporters included Pearl Buck, Wendell Willkie, 
Fiorello LaGuardia and a number offilm stars. ln the period 1937--45, the ABMAC 
donated more than $10 million in aid to China. The UCCRC was the largest and 
most important organization of its type at the time with an equally august roster of 
committee members. 
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Chapter 8 

Jonathan Fenby (2003) Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek and the China He Lost, 
London: Free Press, p. 31. 

2 Gunther (1 939) Inside Asia, London: Hamilton. See also Vincent Sheean (1 934) 
Personal History , Garden Ci秒" New York: Doubleday, Doran and Co. , Inc. 

3 Sincere was opened in 1917, Wing On in 1918 and Sun Sun in 1926. 
4 Or Ka Loo Guanggao Gongsi (Car1 Crow Advertising Company) in modern pinyin. 
5 Gibb , Livingston & Co. were general merchants in Shanghai and Hong Kong 

and eventually became part of the Inchcape Group. Jinkee Road is now Dianchi 
Road 

6 Car1 Crow (1 926) “Advertising and merchandising" in J. Arnold China: A 
Commercial and Industrial Handbook, US Department of Commerce Washington 
DC: Government Printing Office, p. 199 

7 Crow,“Advertising and merchandising," p. 200. 
8 Crow,“Advertising and merchandising," p. 200. 
9 Xie stayed on in Shanghai during the war and later re-emerged after 1949 to create 

art that supported Mao and his policies. In 1954 Xie and his nephew Xie Mulian 
were both assigned to the government-run Shanghai Picture Press. Xie was later 
moved to the Shanghai Painting Academy. He was forced to walk a thin political 
line and suffered public criticism. He did produce a number of socialist reali日t works, 

including “Warmly love Chairman Mao" as well as portraits of the imaginary 
revolutionary hero and everyman, Lei Feng. Even this did not protect him during 
the Cultural Revolution when he was personally attacked by Jiang Qi月 (Madame

Mao). He died in Shanghai in 1976 
10 Pear1 S. Buck (1 944) The Dragon Fish , New York: The John Day Company. 
11 Ralph Shaw (1 973) Sin Ci紗， London: Everest Books, p. 52 
12 D. de Martel, and L. De Hoyer (1 926) Silhouettes of Peking, Peking: China 

Booksellers Ltd 
13 Quoted in John Keay (1 997) Last Post: The End ofEmpire in the Far East, London: 

John Murray, p. 61. 
14 Car1 Crow (1943) The ChineseAre Like 7舌。t， Cleveland: Wor1d Publishing Company, 

p.52. 
15 Crow, The Chinese Are Like That, p. 52. 
16 一一一-p.56.

17 Between the wars the cenotaph was one of the most imposing structures on the Bund. 
18 Comment by Starr contained in “Letter from New York Office of the FBI to the 

Coordinator of Information, FBI," April 19, 1942. 
19 Car1 Van Doren (1 885-1950) was an American author and teacher whose writings 

ranged through surveys of literature to novels, biography to criticism. 
20 Carl Crow (1 937) Four Hundred Million Customers, New York: Harper & Brothers, 

p.304. 
21 Alice Tisdale Hobart (1 933) Oil戶r the Lamps of China , New Yo 
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Chapter 9 

AIso known as Feng Yuxiang. Fengtian is now Liaoning province. 
2 Carl Crow (1944) China Takes Her Place, New York: Harper & Brothers, p. 46. 
3 Though the warlords have largely been written out of official Chinese history, Feng 

appeared to undergo a partial rehabilitation in the early 1990s when the official 
People ~， Dai今 referred to him as a “patriotic general" - Renmin Ribao, February 
21 , 1993, p. 5. 

4 Later to be denounced as a Trotskyite and purged by Stalin. 
5 Or altematively dujun or junfa. 
6 Peter Fleming (2004) One 's Company - A Journey to China in 1933, London: 

Pimlico, p. 13 1. 
7 David Bonavia (1 995) China~' War扣rds， Oxford: Oxford University Press, p. 6. 
8 When talking about this periocl, Crow always referred to the bandit leader as Swen 

Miao, although he is more commonly known by the names Sun Mei-yao or Suen 
Mei-yao, or even Mao-yao 

9 Carl Crow (1943) The ChinωeAr它 Like That, Cleveland: World Publishing Company, 
p. 313. 

10 John Benjamin Powell, “ The bandits' ‘golden eggs' depart," Asi泣， December 1923. 
11 Crow, The Chinese Are Like Th衍， p.314

12 Crow, The Chinese Are Like That, p. 315. 
13 Crow referred to Swen's organization as the Shantung People's Liberation Society 

while J. B. Powell called it the “People's SelfDeliverance Army"; and in letters Swen 
wrote during the crisis he used the term “ Self Governed Army for the Establishment 
of the Country". In yet another version, it was sometimes called the “National 
Reconstruction and Autonomy Army." 

14 Lehrbas had been on the train accompanying 1. B. Powell to see damming work on 
the Yellow River. An Idaho nativ巴， he had been a cadet in the First World War and 
went on to work for AP, reporting on the German invasion of Polancl, and was 
MacArthur's personal aide-de-camp throughout the Second World War. 

的J. Gunther (1939) 如ide Asia, London: Hamilton, p. 146. 
16 Carl Crow (1943) The Chinese Are Like That, p. 117. 
17 The full story is told in R. Bickers (2003) Empire Made Me: An Englishman Adrift 

in Shanghai, London: Penguin, pp. 189-91. 
18 Sometimes spelt Paotzuku or Pao Tse Ku and now the Baodugu National Forest Park 

and mountain in Shandong. 
19 John Benjamin Powell, Nor幼 China Herald, May 時， 1923 
20 The Red Cross often used prominent people on missions such as this - although it 

also maintained a full-time staff in China. ln 1923 the latter inc1uded a World War 
1 veteran and US army language student (who had been born in the same year as 
Crow) called Joseph B. Stilwell who later was to become the well-known 
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21 Crow used the spelling Tsaochwang though Tsaochuang was also common. 
22 Crow, The Chinese Are Like That, p. 319 
23 John Benjamin Powell (1945) A建y Twenty-Five Years in China , 1、~ew York: Macmillan, 

p. 108. 
24 A stamp collector sold one ofCrow's Bandit Mai1 Stamps, which are extremely rare 

and sought after, on a small envelope for a sum in excess of US$5 ,000 recently. 
25 Norwood Francis Allman (1 893-1987) prided himself on his consular reco叫 having

served at the US Legation in Beijing as well as at Antung in Manchuria, Tianjin, 
Jinan, Qingdao, Chongqing, and Shanghai. In a later twi日t of fate, Allman was to 
resign 企om the consular service and move into the newspaper business after a period 
as a successfullawyer in China. After being interned in Hong Kong during the war, 
he went on to be the Chief of Far East Section of America's Secret Intelligence 
Branch in the later war years before returning to Shanghai to become the editor and 
publisher of the China Press in 1948. He is also known for his book Shanghai 
Lmt少er (1 943) New York: McGraw-Hi11. 

26 Car1 Crow,“The most interesting character 1 ever knew," Crow Archive, folder 107 A. 

27 Crow,“The most interesting character 1 ever lmew." 
28 Car1 Crow (1 940) Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , New York: Harper & 

Brothers, pp. 31 日 9

29 Anderson sadly died prematurely of pneumonia in 1925 at the point when President 
Coolidge was reportedly considering appointing him Minister to Beijing. 

30 North China Herald, June 峙， 1923. 
31 Crow, Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , pp. 324-5. 
32 1. O. P. Bland (1 921) China, Japan and Korea , London: Heinemann, p. 93. 
33 Crow, Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , p. 246. 
34 Maurice Tinkler, the subject of Robert Bickers' book Empire Made Me , met Crow 

at the Liuhe battlefield and later thought his version of events Înaccurate. R. Bickers, 
Empire Made Me , London: Allen Lane, p. 225. 

35 David Bonavia (1 995) China s Warlords , Oxford: Oxford University Press, p. 33. 
36 Crow, Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , pp. 225-6. 

Chapter 10 

Car1 Crow (1 940) Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , New York: Harper & 

Brothers, p. 286 
2 Car1 Crow (1 939) He Opened the Door 01 Jap帥， New York: Harper & Brothers, 

p. 124. In making this comment, Crow seems to have omitted the fact that he had 
already been married for over a decade. The subject of his divorce from Mildred 
was one Crow did not care to discuss. 

3 Crow, Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , p. 275. 
4 Crow, Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , p. 275. 
5 Hallett Abend (1 943) A今 L拚 in China 1926-1941 , NewYork: Harcourt, Brace & 

Co., pp. 64-5. 
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6 Stella Dong (200 1) Shanghai: The Rise and Fall of a Decadent Ci紗， New York: 

Perennia1, p. 124. When Chang died, his concubines 100ted his safe and f1ed. 
7 A1so Wang Jingwei. 
8 A1so Liao Zhong-kai. 
9 A1so known as Zhang Jingjiang or Zhang Renj吟， or, to the French Concession po1ice, 

“Quasimodo" due to his spina1 deformity. 
10 Crow, Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , p. 246. 
11 Chiang's old adversary, Chen Chiung-ming, was never to bother him again and went 

into exile in Hong Kong, eventually dying of typhus in 1933 

Chapter 11 

Connaught Road is now Kanding Road. Crow's house at 883 is now demo1ished 
and a small supermarket stands in its p1ace. 

2 John Benjamin Powell (1945) My Twen秒-Five Years in China, New York: Macmillan. 
3 The Japanese tore down the statue of Parkes for scrap in 1941. Now a statue of Chen 

Yi, the first post-liberation Mayor of Shanghai, stands on the origina1 plinth. 
4 Carl Crow (1941) Meet The South Americans, New York: Harper & Brothers, p. 11. 
5 Crow, Meet The South Americans, pp. 11-2. 
6 Car1 Crow (1943) The ChineseAre Like That, C1eve1and: World Pub1ishing Company, 

p.99. 
7 Crow, The Chinese Are Liιe That, p. 100 
8 -- pp. 260-1. 

9 --p.283 
10 Crow, Meet The South Americans, p. 15. 
11 The China Journal, vo1 XXIY, no. 5, May 1936. 
12 The story is reto1d in Meet The South Americans, pp. 129-30 
13 Crow, The Chinese Are Liιe That, p. 39 回

14 Crow, The Chinese Are Like That, p. 47. 
15 The site of the British golf course is now the Shanghai Zoo on Hongqiao Road near 

Hami Road, quote 企om Fortune magazin巴， January 1935 
16 Crow, The Chinese Are Liιe That, p. 208 
17 Crow, The Chinese Are L此e That, p. 25. 
18 --p.217 
19 --p.270. 
20 --p.271 
21 Stella Dong (200 1) Shanghai: The Rise and Fall of a Decadent City, New York: 

Perennia1, pp. 202-3. Accordi月 to Dong,“Light in the Head" was a famous beggar 
who wou1d drive a nail into the top of his shaven head and then attach a 1ighted 
cand1e to it whi1e the “Weeping Beggar Woman" wou1d cry so copious1y that she 
was a1ways surrounded by a 1arge crowd of on100kers. 

22 Crow, The Chinese Are Like That, p. 275. 
23 Interesting旬， as well as Crow's generally well-hee1ed American friends who 



NOTES TO PAGES 151-158 283 

considered rickshaws exploitativ巴， the other group of foreigners who did not like 
using their services were the clique of Soviet advisers in Shanghai 

24 Emily Hahn (2000) No Hurry to Get Home , Emeryville, California: Seal Press, 
p.22 1. 

25 BloodAlley was offwhat is now Jingling Road, while the Badlands area was adjacent 
to Jessfield Park and the old St. John's University, which is now the Zhongshan Park 
area. Blood Alley was officially Rue Chu Pao San, off Avenue Edward VII, ironically 
named after a noted local councillor and philanthropist - and close to the British 
non-conformist St. Joseph's Church 

26 Carl Crow (1 939) He Opened the Door 01 Jap帥， New York: Harper & Brothers, 
p.20. 

27 Enid Saunders Candlin (1 987) The Breach in the Wall: A Memoir olOZd China, New 
York: Paragon House, p. 39. 

28 Carl Crow (1 940) Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , New York: Harper & 

Brothers, p. 186. 
29 Now the corner of Fuzhou Road and Henan Middle Road and untillate 2005 home 

to the Shanghai High People's Court 
30 The Park Hotel remains in Nanjing West Road; the Moore Memorial Church is now 

a Protestant church renamed the Mo-En Church at 316 Xizhang Middle Road; the 
China United Apartments are now the Pacific Hotel at 104 Nanjing West Road; and 
the Green House is now a nightclub on the corner of 333 Tongren Road and Beijing 
Road. 

31 Fortune magazine , January 1935. 
32 Ralph Shaw (1973) Sin Ci紗， London: Everest Books , p. 141. 
33 So called after the bubbling well in the Jingan Temple along the street - now Nanjing 

West Road. 
34 Crow, Meet the South Americans, p. 57. 
35 Crow, The Chinese Are Liιe That, p. 34. 
36 Crow, Foreign Devils in the FZowery Kingdom , p. 26 1. 
37 Hahn, No Hurry to Get Home , p. 255. 
38 Fortune magazin巴， January 1935. 
39 Crow, The Chinese Are Like That, p. 89. 
40 Hardoon (1 846-1931) was born in Baghdad to a Jewish family. He had worked for 

the Sassoons, another Baghdadi Jewish farnily. He married a Chinese woman named 
Luo “Lisa" Jialing (1 864-1941). Property speculation along Nanking Road made 
him wealthy; he established the Hardoon Trading Company in 1901 and was the 
largest property owner on Nanking Road by 1916. 

41 Chota peg was China coast slang for any small drink and derived from Hindustani. 
42 The anonymous comments were part of a recommendation for Crow's employment 

by the American government in 1942. The name ofthe referee who made the remark 
has been deleted 企om the records , Letter from New York Office of the FBI to the 
Coordinato 
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a theatre again. Perhaps the most famous graduate from the amateur dramatics at 
the Lyceum was Margaret “Peggy" Hookham, the daughter of a British-American 
Tobacco executive in Shanghai. She eventually left to study ballet in London and 
became better known as Dame Margot Fonteyn. 

45 Crow, The Chinese Are Liιe That, p. 146 
46 Shanghai Municipal Gazette, February 2, 1935. 
47 Crow, The Chinese Are Like That, p. 91 

Chapter 12 

Carl Crow (1 944) China Taιes Her Place, New York: Harper & Brothers, p. 80. 
Chiang, though, was bom only 100 miles south of Shanghai in Zhejiang province. 

2 Crow, China Takes Her Place, p. 83. 
3 --p.83. 
4 Officially Mikhail Markovich Grunzeberg. He had taken the name of a Russian 

composer as a pseudonym to confuse the police. 
5 Gould's comments on Borodin were originally in a 1927 article for The Trans-Pacific 

newspaper and were quoted in J. Spence (1980) To Change China: ff台stern Advisers 
in China, New York: Penguin, p. 188. 

6 Crow, China Taιes Her Place, p. 85. 
7 The SMC building was located at the junction of Jiangxi and Fuzhou Roads. It was 

also home to both Special Branch and British Secret lntelligence in Shanghai. 
8 For details of Fessenden and Du's connections and agreement in 1927, see John 

Benjamin Powell (1 945) A建y Twenty-Five 是ar古 in Chi月a， New York: Macmillan, 
p.158. 

9 John Keay (1 997) Last Post: The End of Empire in the Far East, London: John 
Murray, p. 149. 

Chapter 13 

The Shanghai Mercury had been a much earlier newspaper that had for a time been 
taken under Japanese ownership and control before being absorbed by the Shanghai 
Evening Post. 

2 Asiatic Underwriters Federal became American lntemational Underwriters (AIU), 
and then AIG, the first foreign company to move back into its former HQ on the 
Bund in the 1990s. 

3 Fortune magazin巴， January 1935. 
4 Ezra was extremely rich and lived in considerable style in the Ezra mansion with 

Louis XV fumiture throughout and a ballroom for 150 dancers, a music room that 
could seat 80 people, and 25 acres of garden. In 1926, Ezra wrote the book Chinese 
Jews 

5 Israel 's Messenger was published from 1904 to 1941 - first as a fortnightly, then a 



285 

monthly. lt was strongly Zionist but also reported on the Jewish community in 
Shanghai, Jewish communities in other parts of China and world events. 
Ralph Shaw (1 973) Sin City, London: Everest Books, p. 53. 
US Department ofState, Document 893.91 , June 5, 1919. 
Carl Crow “Advertising and merchandising" in J. Arnold China: A Commercial and 
lndustrial Handbook, US Department of Commerce, Washington DC: Government 
Printing Office, p. 196. 
Also known as Chen Youren and Chen Yu寸en. He remained a leftist and eventually 
broke with the K孔1T and opposed Chiang Kai-shek 
Hallett Abend (1 943) My Li(e in China 1926-1941 , New York: Harcourt, Brace & 

Co., p. 19. 
Starr was later interviewed in 1942 by the FBI as part of Crow's clearance to work 
for the government. Starr praised Crow as a “brilliant and capable individual" but 
said that he “had proved to be a rather poor businessman" while at the Post, Letter 
from NewYork Office ofthe FBI to the Coordinator ofInformation, FBI, April19, 
1942. 
Jinan had a large Japanese population and Tokyo responded violently to Chiang's 
capture of the city. 
Peking meaning “northern capita1" and Peiping meaning “northern peace." 
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Chapter 14 

Carl Crow (1 944) China Ta比es Her Place, New York, Harper & Brothers, p. 118. 
Crow, China Takes Her Pla凹， p.118. 
一一一一- p. 149. 

p. 137. 
一一一一- p. 139 

p. 149. 
Hallett Abend (1943) My L((e in China 1926-1941 , New York: Harcourt, Brace & 

Co., p.I17. 
Jonathan Fenby (2003) “The extraordinary secret of Madame Chiang Kai-shek," 
Guardian Newspapers , April 11 
Mei-ling minored in philosophy and, upon her graduation in 1917, was named a 
Durant Scholar, Wellesley's highest academic honor 
American Lucy Randolph Mason (1 882-1959), invariably known as “Miss Lucy," 
was the daughter of an Episcopal clergyman and scion of a distinguished southern 
family. She championed the cause of the YWCA and women's suffrage, the Union 
Labor League and the Virginia Equal Su旺rage League. She worked later for the 
Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO) 
Crow, China Takes Her Pla凹， p. 143. 
S. Seagrave (1 996) The Soong Dynas紗， London: Corgi , pp. 136-7. 
Crow, China Takes Her Pla凹， p. 140. 
Mao Fu-mei was the mother ofChiang Ching-kuo who succeeded Chiang Kai-shek 
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as President ofTaiwan in 1978. After Chiang divorced her，此1ao lived in Guangzhou 
and Shanghai. She was killed in a Japanese air raid on Chiang's home village in 
Zhejiang in 1939. 

15 Seagrave, p.165. 
16 Crow, China Takes Her Place, p. l36. 
17 Crow, China Takes Her Place, p. 149. 
18 Crow, China Takes Her Place, p. 150. 

Chapter 15 

此1anchukuo means “Coun甘y ofthe 此1anchus" and is often referred to as Manchuguo 
mpmym. 

2 A1so known as Wu Tiesheng and referred to as Wu Te-e1en by Crow in hi日 notes on 
the incident. Wu was a former police chief in Guangzhou. After 1937 he escaped to 
Hong Kong where he organized famous1y 10ng poker games with Morris “TwoGun" 
Cohen and then moved on to Chongqing after the fall of Hong Kong 

3 Carl Crow (1 937) 1 Speak ‘ jòr the Chinese, New York: Harper & Brothers, p. 55. 
4 Arguab1y the Japanese ruse was even more transparent. W H. Dona1d remembered 

that he phoned the mayor at 11 :05 p.m. from his room in the Astor House Hote1 to 
report shooting. 

5 Crow, 1 Speak for the Chi月的e， p. 56. 
6 Named after Bishop Boone who had founded the American Sett1ement in Shanghai 
7 Or altemative1y the First Shanghai War - the Second being in 1937. 
8 Casualty figures from D. A. Jordan (200 1) China s Trial by Fire: The Shanghai War 

of 1932, Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. Crow's estimates are 企omlSpeak
for the Chinese. 

9 Soong was back in office within a month, having used his resignation as a tactic to 
get Chiang to see sense on his expenditure p1ans. The 1932 Shanghai War did Japan 
1ittle good economically either as stock prices fell a10ng with the va1ue of the yen. 

10 Though Du Yuesheng did organize some sniper squads ωtarget Japanese-he1d areas. 
However, this was counterba1anced by the fact that the Green Gang pretty soon 
started co-operating with the Japanese to keep their illicit businesses running in 
Japanese-controlled Shanghai. 

11 Crow, 1 Speak戶r the Chinese, p. 58. 
12 Crow, 1 Speakfor the Chinese, pp. 61-2. 
13 --p.62. 
14 L. Lee Ou-fan (1 999) Shanghai Modern: The Flowering ofNew Urban Culture in 

China, 1930-45, Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press. 
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Chapter 16 

Carl Crow (1944) China Takes Her Place, NewYork: Harper & Brothers, p. 163. 
2 Then lchang and now part of the area around the site of the Thr∞ Gorges Dam 

proJect. 
3 Then Chinkiang 
4 Wuhu is in Anhui province. Now Kiukiang is Jiujiang and Anking is Anqing 
5 The Yangtze white dolphin is now almost extinct while the Yangtze all培訓or

Alligator sinensis - is thought to be extinct through a combination of pollution and 
slaughter for its hide. 

6 Meyrick Hewlett (1943) Forty >'ears in Chi月a ， London: Macmillan 
7 P. Thompson and R. Macklin (2004) The Man Who Died Twice: The Li{e and 

Adventu的， of Morrison of Peking, Sydney: Allen & Unwin, pp. 88-9. 
8 Crow, China Takes Her Place, p. 170. 
9 lehol (also known as Rehe) no longer exists as a separate province in China. ln 

1955, Jehol was divided between luner Mongolia and the provinces of Hebei and 
Liaoning. 

10 Crow, China Takes Her Place, pp. 183-4. Kalgan being Zhangjiakou; Hepei being 
Hebei; Tientsin being Tianjin; and the Gulf of Pechili being the Bohai Gulf 

11 Korea at the time was a Japanese colony. 
12 Crow Archiv巴， folder 67. 
13 Named after the masterless Samurai swordsman of Japan. 
14 Crow, China Takes Her Place, p. 54. 
的 The notes and draft chapters by Crow on the Japanese-sponsored opium trade are 

to be found in the Crow Archive at the University of Missouri. 
16 Carl Crow (1943) The ChineseAre Like Th衍， Cleveland, World Publishing Company, 

p.246. 
17 Crow, The Chinese Are Like That, pp. 246-7. 
18 --p.249 
19 AIso known as Zhang Xueliang. 
20 E. Hahn (1 944) China To Me , New York: Doubled呵.， Doran & Co. , p. 44. 
21 Carl Crow (1 937) 1 Speakfor the Chinese , New York: Harper & Brothers, p. 75. 

Things did not turn out so well for Chang Hsueh-Liang who, after releasing Chiang, 
surrendered and was tried and sentenced for his part in the affair. He was pardoned 
but kept in custody until 1962 when he was taken to Taiwan where he became a 
committed Christian. He died in Hawaii in 2001 after having moved there in 1995. 
ln 1991 , in his first interview on his life, Chang said of the Xian lncident,“It was 
a rebellion and 1 had to take responsibility for it." 

22 Hahn, China To A傘， p. 44. 
23 The Young Marshall's , and his wife':日， cure for drug addiction and hospital treatment 

were all arranged by Donald while he was his adviser 
24 Carl Crow (1 937) Four Hundred Million Customers, NewYork: Harper & Brothers, 

p. 155. 
25 Crow, Four Hundred Million C的tomen宮， p. 156. 
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Chapter 17 

See the letter of January 15, 1937, to Crow in Crow Archi況， folder 133. Another 
journalist, Hallett Abend ofthe New York Times, reported large Japanese troop build-
ups in Korea and Manchuria and was chastised by the American Ambassador to 
China as being ala口nìst.

2 Carl Crow (1 940) Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , New York: Harper & 

Brothers, p. 251. 
3 Carl Crow (1943) The Chinese Are Like Th例， Cleveland: World Publishing Company, 

p. Vll. 

4 Christopher Isherwood and Wystan Hugh Auden (1 938) Journ可 to a War, London: 
Faber & Faber. 

5 Carl Crow (1 944) China Takes Her Pla凹， New York: Harper & Brothers, p. 192. 
6 Crow, China Takes Her Place, p. 192. 
7 

September 16, 1937. 
8 Crow, China Takes Her Place, p. 193. 
9 
l凶o Crow, Foreign Deνils in the Flowery Kingdom , pp. 161-2. 
11 Now Xizang Road 
12 Crow, China Takes Her Place, p. 198. 
13 For the best and most thorough account of the events in Nanjin皂， see Iris Chang 

(1 997) The Rape ofNanking, London: Penguin. 
14 James Graham Ballard (1 984) Empire ofthe Sun , London: Simon & Schuster. 
15 Stella Dong (2001) Shanghai: The Rise and Fall of a Decadent City, New York: 

Perennial, p. 255. 
16 Crow, China Takes Her Place, p. 193. 
17 Crow, Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , p. 330. 
18 

Chapter 18 

The grenade, wrapped in newspaper, hit Powell on the shoulder. He picked it up 
and was left holding the bomb with the firing-pin hanging half out while his 
bodyguard looked for the assailant. Powell replaced the grenade on the ground until 
a policeman came along, picked it up and walked off with it to the nearest station: 
John Benjamin Powell (1945) A今 Twen秒-Five 訟。rs in China, New York: Macmillan. 

2 Ralph Shaw (1973) Sin Ci紗， London: Everest Books, p. 127. 
3 Bill Hosokawa notes that the Japanese found the Shanghai Evening Post particularly 

“ irksome": Bill Hosokawa and Tom Noel (1 988) Out ofthe Frying Pan: R同flections
of a Japanese Americ帥， Boulder: University of Colorado Press. 

4 Carl Crow (1984) Handbook for China , Oxford: Oxford University Press , 

p. Vll. 
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5 Comments contained in Starr's reference for Crow, Letter 企om New York Office of 
the FBI to the Coordinator of Information, FBI, April 19, 1942 

6 Gould got out safely in 1941 and then returned to Shanghai to resume publication 
of the Shanghai Evening Post in 1949. However, things didn't work out between 
the Communists and Gould and he left Shanghai again, working briefly on the 
Denver Post in America before his death. 

7 Alcott got out of Shanghai safely with Gould in 1941 and worked briefly in radio 
in Cincinnati before moving to Los Angeles where his radio show “Today in Los 
Angeles" became a hit. He died in Pasadena in 1965. 

8 This description of Allman is from R. Elega凶， Shanghai: Crucible of Modern China, 
unpublished manuscript. 

9 Car1 Crow (1 940) Foreign Devils in the Floweη Kingdom ， New York: Harper & 

Brothers, p. 9. 
10 Crow, Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , p. 332. 
11 一一一一- p. 332. 
12 --p.335. 
13 Bill Wells, Shanghai 1937, web posting: http://www.1akeontariosailing.com/ 

Shanghai.htm 
14 Crow，只3月ign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , p. 337. 
15 Quentin was Teddy Roosevelt's grandson. His father, also Theodore, was the first 

Westerner to hunt and kill a panda on an expedition sponsored by Chicago's Field 
Museum. The specimen was subsequently stuffi巴d and exhibited in Chicago. Quentin 
later returned to Shanghai and in 1948 was killed in a plane crash while flying to 
Hong Kong in heavy fog. Earle Looker was the author ofthe 1929 book The White 
House Gang that immortalized their adventures as boys. 

16 Crow, Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , p. 337. 
17 Crow, Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , p. 337. 
18 “A moving incident in Japan's uncivilised conduct," Sandalwood Herald (undated 

copy in Crow Archive). 
l凹9

Sept臼em由be叮r 16, 1937. 
20 
21 Crow, Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , p. vii. 
22 “Carl Crow, visiting Cape Cod, does first life on Confucius," Cape Cod Colonial, 

undated, 1937 
23 Crow, Foreign Devils i月 the Flowery Kingdom , p. viii. 
24 Carl Crow (1 937) 1 Speak for the Chinese , New York: Harper & Brothers , 

p.78. 
25 “Have the Japanese fooled themselves小" Liberty, August 10, 1938. 
26 Crow, 1 Speak for the Chinese, p. 82. 
27 Crow commented “1 will say that after living several years in New England it was 

a reli臼eftωot甘ra盯vel all about South Ame叮n必ca Wl扯thou叫11s臼巴eing a single girl trying tωolook t 

likeKa剖th巴n凹ine Hepbu盯rrn且1.'乃，

Harper & Brot由he叮rs趴， p.31
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28 Carl Crow (1943) The ChineseAre Like That, C1eve1and: World Pub1ishing Company, 

p. V111. 

29 Carl Crow (1 939) He Opened the Door 01 Jap帥， New York: Harper & Brothers, 
p.33 

30 Crow, He Opened the Door 01 Japan , p. 44 
31 Crow, Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , p. 255. 
32 Crow, Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , p. 235. 
33 --p.237. 
34 Anna Chennault was the Chinese-bom wife ofGenera1 C1aire Lee Chennau1t (1 893 

1958), the head of the F1ying Tigers vo1unteer air force in China. 
35 Crow, Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , p. 9. 
36 lncluding “How Japan slams the door", Saturday Evening Post, May 7, 1938 

Chapter 19 

Carl Crow (1 940) Foreign Devils in the Flowery Kingdom , New York: Harper & 

Brothers, p. 245 
2 Charles Fulton Ours1er Senior (1 893-1953) a1so 啊。te a number of murder mystery 

nove1s under the pseudonym Anthony Abbot, and a narrative 1ife of Jesus Christ -
The Greatest Story Ever Told. After editing Liber紗， he moved on to be a senior editor 
at the Reader s Digest 

3 Quote from Crow, On The Long Road Back to China, Crow Archive, fo1der 39A. 

4 Ours1er's detai1ed instructions to Crow are contained in his office memo to Crow, 
“Article He is to do on his 仕ip to China," March 5, 1939, Crow Archive. 

5 Carl Crow, On the Long Road Back to China. 
6 Crow, On the Long Road Back to China. The Kia10ng is better known as the Jialing 

River. 
7 A Chinese saying about Rangoon that Crow noted in his Burma Road Diaries, Crow 

Archive , fo1der 70A. 

8 Carl Crow (1 941) Meet The SouthAmericans, NewYork: Harper & Brothers, p. 10. 
9 Approximate1y US50 cents at the time. 
10 Crow's experiences in and impressions of Rangoon are taken from On the Road to 

Mandalay, Crow Archive, fo1der 55A 
11 Carl Crow, Burma Road Diari郎， Crow Archive, fo1der 70A. 

12 Carl Crow (1 944) China Takes Her Place, NewYork: Harper & Brothers, p. 225. 
13 Crow, China Takes Her Pla凹， p.226.

14 Crow, Burma Road Diaries, Crow Archive, fo1der 56A. 

的 The Lo10s are better known today as China's Yi minority and are renowned for their 
high-bridged noses and Tibeto-Burman 1anguage. Lo10 is now considered a somewhat 
derogatory term. 

16 “Lo10 chiefs interested in Genera1 Chiang;' China Press, August 18, 1936 
17 Then known as Chifon. It is now in China's Yunnan province. 
18 Then known as Paoshan, now in Yunnan province. 
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19 Officially the S，ωvbwa of Manshih. 
20 1. Sti1well (2003) The Stilwell Papers, Beijing: Foreign Languages Press, p. 199. 
21 Crow, China Takes Her Place, p. 237. 
22 Crow, On the Long Road Back to China. 
23 Crow, China Takes Her Place, p. 238. 

Chapter 20 

Luce was a missionary's son and born in 也已扯開ty port ofTengchow (now Peng1ai). 
2 The Yuan being the Nationa1ist's parliament for China 
3 Eugene F. Saxton was a 1ong-serving editor with Harper & Brothers and enjoyed 

fame in the 1930s and 1940s with a string ofpopu1ar books, including Crow's Four 
Hundred Million Customer.古 and Betty Smith's A Tree Grows In Brooklyn. He was 
renowned for driving a hard bargain. 

4 Ifhe was (and he maintained till the end ofhis 1ife that he wasn't), he never pub1ished 
them or re1eased them to anyone. 

5 Carl Crow, Burma Road Diaries Crow Archive, fo1der 60A. 
6 Christopher Isherwood and Wystan Hugh Auden (1 938) Journey to a 防御， London: 

Faber & Faber. 

7 Feng Yu-hsiang (1882-1948) he1d various mi1itary positions under the Qing dynasty. 
His 1914 conversion to Methodism gained him the sobriquet the “Christian Genera1." 

Between 1920 and 1926 he s仕ugg1ed with various warlords for contro1 ofManchuria 
before supporting the KMT. He became Minister ofWar and Vice Chairman ofthe 
Executive ÌÍtan at Nanjing in 1928. In 1930, he broke with Chiang and 1aunched an 
unsuccessfu1 mi1itary campaign against him. From 1931 he he1d various offices in 
the KMT government, but he never again wie1ded significant power. In 1947, while 
in the US on an officia1 missi凹， he denounced Chiang's government. Feng died in 
a fire aboard a Russian ship whi1e en route to Odessa. For more , see James E 
Sheridan (1996) Chinese Warlord: The career ofFeng Yü-hsiang, Stanford Universi紗，
California: Stanford University Press 

8 In full，嗎Tillys Rugg1es Peck (1 882-1952) who served as an American dip10matic 
and consu1ar officia1 in China in 1906-26 and then again in 1931-40. He 1ater 
became US Minister to Thai1and in 1941一位

9 The mysterious Irishman Crow encountered was probab1y John Macaus1and, an 
Oxford graduate who was originally from Cork. The six-feet Macaus1and broadcast 
on Nationalist radio in Eng1i泊， and did wear Chinese clothes and claimed to know 
15,000 Chinese characters. He did a1so accept Chinese citizenship in 1941. Though 
undoubtedly a character, Ma, or Macaus1and, was perhaps not as mysterious as Crow 
remembered. According to Emi1y Hahn, in her memoir China To Me , Ma fell 
desperate1y in 10ve with her but was eccentric, dirty and had rotten teeth. 

10 Eske1und went on to write a number of books, severa1 of which dealt with his 1ater 
仕ave1s in Africa. He a1so published The Red Mandarins: Travels in Red China (1 959), 
London: A1vin Redman. 
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11 Cassin (1887-1976) was a First World War veteran who went on to become a law 
professor at several prestigious French universities. During the Second World War 
he sided with the Resistance. With the liberation of France in 1945, he became 
President of the Council of the National School of Admini日tration. He later went 
on to serve as the President of the Court of Arbitration at the Hague (1950-59) and 
was a member (1959--65) and President (1 965-68) ofthe European Court ofHuman 
Rights in Strasbourg. ln 1968, he was made a Nobel Peace Prize Laureate. 

12 After working at the Chinese Embassy in Washington in the 1950s, Tong was later 
to move to Taiwan with the Generalissimo. ln 1938, he published his decidedly 
flattering and one-sided biography of Chiang - Chiang Kai-shek (1 938), London: 
Hurst and Blackett. 

13 More formally known as James L. Shen and also a graduate ofYenching University 
in Beijing. He survived three summers of aerial bombing by the Japanese in 
Chongqing before moving with Chiang to Taiwan and later becoming the Taiwanese 
Ambassador in Washington. 

14 Emily Hahn ( 1944) China To Me: A PartialAutobiograp紗， Philadelphia: Blaki日ton，

pp. 84 and 91. 

15 Crow contributed at least one article to China at War entitled “Japanese lust for 
atrocities", published in December 1937 

16 When meeting joumalists, the couple's usual routine was for Madame to enter first 
and then the Generalissimo to “stop by" for a while with Madame interpreting. 
Exactly the same scenario occurred to a number of jou丘lalists ， includi月 Hallett

Abend and Emily Hahn, who were promised audiences with Madame and the 
possible sparing of some time by Chiang who would invariably join them as if by 
accident 

17 See Carl Crow, Burma Road diaries , Crow Archive, folder 64A. 

18 Chennau!t quoted in Spence, J. (1 980) To Change China: Wes的'n Advisers in Chi月4
New York: Penguin, p. 229. After the war, Chennau!t 's services were retained again 
by the Nationalist government to set up a civil airline for them. 

19 T. V. Soong returned to China in 1944, becoming Prime Minister. However, he 
eventually fell out with the Generalissimo, became a private businessman and was 
reportedly for a while the richest man in the world. 

20 Crow, Burma Road Diaries, Crow Archivl巴， folder 64A. 

21 Crow, Burma Road Diaries, Crow Archive, folder 70R. 
22 --- Crow Archive, folder 70A. 

23 Carl Crow, The Puzzle 01 Chinese Communism , Crow Archive, Folder 36A. 

24 Crow, The Puzzle 01 Chinese Communism. 
25 Crow, The Puzzle 01 Chinese Communism 
26 Crow, The Puzzle o( Chinese Communism. 
27 Roy, an lndian Brahmin and Comintern operative, was sent to China in the dwind1ing 

days of Borodin's influence. He argued that rural revolution was the way forward 
as opposed to Borodin's emphasis on the industrial proletariat. Roy argued that the 
peasants should be armed, that revolution should come 企om below, and that soviets 
should be set up in the countryside. 
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28 Jonathan Mirsky (2002) “Getting the story in China: American reporters since 1972;' 
Harvard Asia Quarter，鈔， vol. VI, no.l , winter. 

29 Crow, The Puzzle 01 Chinese Communism. 
30 Crow, The Puzzle o( Chinese Commu月的1月1

31 Mirs旬，“Ge仕ing the story in China." 
32 The Puzzle 01 Chinese Communism. Crow also later elaborated on this theme in a 

letter to the editor of the Berkshire Evening Eagle after he took exception to the 
report of a lecture given by Mrs. Carveth Wells (the wife of the explorer, author 
and radio personality of the time) in an address to the Pittsfield College Club. See 
Letter to the editor, 
1940. 

33 Carl Crow (1 941) Meet The SouthAmericans, NewYork: Harper & Brothers, p. 167. 
34 Crow, The Puzzle 01 Chinese Communism. 
35 Crow, The Puzzle 01 Chinese Communism 
36 Crow, Burma Road Diaries, Crow Archive, folder 64A. 
37 This second 'lifeline' to Chongqing was cut after the Fall ofFrance and the Japanese 

occupation of Indo-China. 
38 The Me仕opole Hotel in Hanoi still stands and has now been renovated by a French 

hotel chain, while the French Club building is now part ofthe Hanoi Young Pioneer 
Palace 

39 As the French 仕an日lation of The Chinese Are Like That (which was called A今 Friends

the Chinese when published in England) was titled. 

Chapter 21 

“At bowl of rice party," Worcester Daily Telegram , October 26, 1939. 
2 Carl Crow (1 941) Meet The SouthAmericans, NewYork: Harper & Brothers, p. 1 
3 Crow, Meet The South Americans, p. 269. The Daily Wor.ιer was the newspaper of 

the American Communist Party at the time. 
4 Lord Haw Haw was the nom-de-plume of William Joyce who had been a fascist 

before the war and close to the Briti日h Blackshirt leader Oswald Mosley before 
escaping internment and reaching Berlin. His broadcasts throughout the war were 
widely listened to across the UK, most1y with scom, and he became the butt of many 
music hall comedians' jokes. After the war, the British hanged him as a traitor. 

5 Crow, Meet The South Americans, p. 27 1. 
6 Crow, Meet The South Americans, p. 284 
7 Carl Crow, letter to the Editor of the New York Times , September 1, 1941 , Crow 

Archive, folder 187 A. 
8 Thomas (1 892-1981) began a daily newscast on NBC in 1930. He had been the 

first reporter to enter Germany followi月 the First World War, bringing back eye-
witness accounts. During the Second World War, Thomas broadcast detailed accounts 
ofthe war's progress, often from a mobile truckjust behind the front lines. His well-
known catchphrase was “ So long until tomorrow." 
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9 See Letter from Lowell Thomas to Carl Crow, September 10, 1941 , Crow Archi間，
folder 187C. Also Letter from Carl Crow to Carl Van Doren, April4, 1938 and Copy 
ofLetter from Carl Crow to H. W Fowler, Oxford University Press, March 10, 1938 

both contained in the Carl Van Doren Archive at Princeton University Library's 
Department of Rare Books and Special Collections. 

10 Macfadden had three resorts at the time - the first being the former Jackson 
Sanatorium in Dansville, New York, which Macfadden had refurbished and renamed 
the Physical Culture Hotel; the Arrowhead Springs Hotel and Spa near Los Angeles; 
and the Hotel Deauville in 扎1iami Beach 

11 Cosmotarianism taught that the way people got to heaven was to take good care of 
their physical health. It was a short-lived flop. 

12 Crow did indeed provide affidavits for Polzer and his wife Annie to the American 
Consulate in Vienna. See letter from Viktor Polzer to Crow, August 1, 1941 , Crow 
Archiv巴， folder 149A. 

13 Though a reply from Hoover thanking Crow for his information is contained in 
Crow's archive, the originalletter detailing who exactly Crow thought was an enemy 
agent is not available. 

14 Letter from 1. Edgar Hoover, Director FBl, to Special Agent in Charge, New York 
FBI，恥1arch 19, 1942. 

15 Frederick Vanderbilt Fie1d (1 905-2000) was an activist in the American 
communist movement. He was arrested during the McCarthy witch-hunts for refusing 
to name names. He was a direct descendant of Cornelius Vanderbilt, the early 
American tycoon, and his mother was Lila Vanderbilt Sloane Field, a wealthy 
heiress. 

16 Owen Lattimore (1 943) America and Asia: Problems ofToday s War and the Peace 
of Tomorrow, California: Claremount Colleges 

17 Now Xi月iang Uygur Autonomous Region. 
18 Lattimore and his wife eventually left America and moved to England where he was 

instrumental in establishing the Department of East Asian Studies at Leeds 
University. 

19 See Carl Crow (1 942) Japan s Dream ofWorld Empire - The 1加。如 Memorial， New 
York: Harper & Brothers 

20 Quoted in 1. Simpson,“Seeing Red," Antipode - Johns Hopkins Magazine, September 
2000. 

21 Letter from Washington DC Office of the FBI to the Office for Emergency 
Management, May 14, 1942. The Daily Wo的er appeal was published on February 
25 , 1938. 

22 Rewi Alley (1 897-1987) was a New Zealand writer and social worker who went to 
China in 1927 and stayed there throughout the Long March, the Revolution, the 
periods of agricultural reform and the Cultural Revolution. He lived in China for 
60 years, from 1927 to 1987. 

23 ln full , lnverchapel of Loch Eck, Archibald John Clark Kerr, 1 st Baron (1 882-1951) 
entered the diplomatic service in 1906 and became Ambassador to China in 1938. 
He was Ambassador to the USSR in 1942-46 and then special British envoy to 
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lndonesia in an effort to end the Dutch-Indonesian conflict. He was made a baron 
in 1946 and served (1946--48) 的Ambassador to the United States. 

24 lda Pruitt (1 888-1985) was from a family of American missionaries and was raised 
in a small Chinese village. She lived in China for 50 years and was an early advocate 
for American diplomatic recognition of the People's Republic of China. She was 
the author of A Daughter 01 Han: The Autobiography 01 a Chinese Working Woman 
(1 945) New Haven: Yale University Press 

25 The Linebarger Papers are held at the Hitotsubashi University Library in Tokyo. 
26 Despite living the life of a Professor, Linebarger remained interested in psychological 

warfare and acted as an advisor to the British forces in Malaya during the 
“Emergenc仄， as well as to the US Eighth Army during the Korean War. However, 
he refused to advise the US army during the Vietnam War as he considered American 
military involvement in lndo-China a mistake. To many, Linebarger was better known 
as the popular science fiction writer Cordwainer Smith. He died in 1966 

27 Carl Crow (1943) “ Japanning the Philippines," The Nation , vo l. 157, issue 5, July 
31 , 1943. 

Chapter 22 

Carl Crow (1 943) The Great American Customer, New York: Harper & Brothers. 
2 Carl Crow,“America's first in athletics," World 's Work, December 27, 1913 
3 Carl Crow (1 942) Japan 's Dream 01 World Empire - The Tanaka Memorial, New 

York: Harper & Brothers 
4 Maxwell Stewa此，“Japan's Mein Kampf," The Nation , vo l. 154, issue 0010, March 

7, 1942. Tanaka (1863-1929) had been Mini日ter ofW訂 in 1918-21 and 1923-24. 
He pushed an aggressive foreign policy and briefly intervened against Chiang Kai-
shek's efforts to unify China. He was unable to ameliorate Japan's banking crisis 
and lost the support of the army when he sought to punish officers for the 1928 
assassination of the Manchurian warlord Chang Tso-lin. The Tanaka Memorial is 
considered by many Japanese scholars to have been a forgery. 

5 Details, notes and draft chapters of these works in preparation comprise part of the 
Crow Archive at Missouri University. 

6 Peter Fleming (1 936) News From Tartary: A Journey from Peking to Kashmir, 
London: Jonathan Cape. 

7 Carl Crow (1 944) China Takes Her Place, New York: Harper & Brothers, p. 250. 
8 Crow, China Takes Her Place, p. 258. 
9 --p.262 
10 一一一一- p. 276 
11 The forerunner of the CIA established by order of President Roosevelt in 1942. 
12 See letters from Winifred Halstead, Centrallnformation Division, Pictorial Records 

Section, Office ofStrategic Services to Crow, January 30, 1945; letter from Halstead 
to Crow, February 26, 1945 and letter from Major Duncan Le巴， Office of Strategic 
Services, March 26, 1945. All of these are contained in the Crow Archive. 
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13 Carl Crow (1 945) The City ofFlint Grows Up , New York: Harper & Brothers. 
14 Carl Crow, 1etter to editor regarding his illness, Crow Archive, fo1der 21 OA 
的 Carl Crow (1 943) The ChineseAre Like That, C1eve1and:World Publishing Company, 

p.241. 
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