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Introduction 

The Importanc e o f Vocabular y Teachin g an d Learnin g 

One o f th e mos t difficul t challenge s fo r languag e learner s i s t o lear n th e 
meanings an d us e o f th e words the y need t o maste r i f they are t o b e abl e t o 
understand an d communicat e in a second or foreign language . While gramma r 
is also important , word s ar e th e buildin g block s t o communication . 

Beginners can often mak e themselves understood with basic content words 
(such a s nouns an d verbs ) an d gestures , eve n thoug h th e grammatica l rule s 
are lacking . A  two-year-old ca n loo k jealously a t he r new-bor n bab y siste r i n 
her mother's arms, point to the baby's bed and shout 'Baby — cot!' and clearl y 
make he r point , without using any grammatical nicetie s such as 'Please Mum , 
put th e ne w baby down an d giv e me a  cuddle. ' 

In a  simila r vein , ar e visitor s t o a  foreig n countr y mor e likel y t o carr y a 
dictionary/phrase boo k o r a  grammar book ? Which i s more likel y to provid e 
a quic k solutio n whe n strugglin g t o conve y a basic meaning ? 

This doe s no t mean , however , tha t gramma r i s a n insignifican t par t o f 
language learning. Knowing the meanings of words in a text allows the reade r 
to hav e a  genera l ide a o f wha t a  passag e i s about , bu t knowledg e o f th e 
grammatical structur e coul d b e th e ke y t o understandin g th e nuance s an d 
subtleties, following a n argumen t an d appreciatin g th e style . 

Who Shoul d Rea d Thi s Book ? 

This book is intended for al l those who would like to know more abou t English 
vocabulary teaching , whethe r the y ar e traine e teachers , takin g postgraduat e 
courses in teaching English as a second o r foreign language , or simply looking 
for ne w ideas . 
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It i s als o writte n particularl y wit h th e Chines e learne r i n min d an d wil l 
focus closel y o n th e kind s o f error s frequentl y mad e b y students whos e firs t 
language i s Cantonese o r Putonghua. The mai n theor y and practice , however , 
are applicabl e t o al l students regardles s o f thei r mothe r tongue . 

This boo k doe s no t se t ou t t o b e a n all-encompassin g researc h stud y o f 
everything-you-ever-wanted-to-know abou t vocabulary. Severa l excellent works 
have alread y bee n writte n wit h th e researc h postgraduat e studen t i n mind . 
This one is written for a  more genera l audience who will appreciate some basic 
theoretical framewor k o n whic h t o han g simpl e an d effectiv e vocabular y 
teaching an d learnin g technique s an d strategies . 

Background t o th e Teachin g o f Englis h Vocabular y 

A language cours e need s t o have a  balanced coverag e o f the four mai n skills : 
reading, writing , listenin g an d speaking . Vocabular y teachin g i s an essentia l 
component o f all four o f these and so learners need t o have the opportunitie s 
to develo p thei r vocabular y receptivel y throug h listenin g an d readin g fo r 
meaning. Fo r thi s the y need t o be awar e o f the pronunciatio n o f words use d 
in isolation an d i n context . They need t o be given the opportunit y t o practis e 
what they have learned throug h speaking and writing, by using their vocabulary 
productively in a  variety of situations. Lastly, learners need t o develop fluenc y 
in thei r us e an d understandin g o f word s b y becomin g confiden t an d 
competent i n al l four skills . 

English Vocabulary Teachin g i n Hon g Kon g 

Government statistics show that approximately 98% of the population o f Hon g 
Kong speak Cantonese. This means that there i s little opportunity or incentiv e 
for Cantones e speaker s t o spea k Englis h outsid e o f th e Englis h class.  Som e 
students repor t feelin g embarrasse d i f the y spea k Englis h o r fea r tha t thei r 
peers will think the y are showing off . Ther e i s even less opportunity for man y 
learners i n mainlan d Chin a t o speak English an d s o most student s fee l mor e 
comfortable wit h reading and writing English tha n with listening or speaking . 

All to o often , student s repor t tha t the y hav e spen t littl e tim e a t schoo l 
learning vocabulary. Secondary school students from For m One to Form Thre e 
are ofte n give n list s of English words with thei r Chines e translation s selecte d 
from readin g text s by their teachers . They may be aske d t o check th e par t o f 
speech in the English-Chinese dictionary and they are then teste d on the words 
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through dictation . Student s interviewe d abou t thei r vocabular y learnin g 
strategies note d tha t the y use rote learnin g method s t o memorise th e writte n 
form o f the word , writing i t down repeatedly . Thi s habi t o f matching Englis h 
words wit h thei r Chines e equivalent s focuse s th e learner s o n a  direc t 
translation o f on e meanin g o f singl e word s rathe r tha n o n th e variet y o f 
meanings gleane d throug h meetin g th e word s i n context . Whil e thi s direc t 
method o f vocabulary learning can be useful fo r mor e advance d learners , fo r 
example thos e abou t t o embar k o n academi c stud y and wh o quickl y need t o 
develop a  mor e specialise d vocabulary , i t appear s t o b e les s successfu l wit h 
lower leve l students . 

By Forms Fou r t o Six , teacher s ofte n repor t tha t th e wor d list s ar e n o 
longer provide d an d student s ar e encourage d t o not e dow n newl y learne d 
words i n vocabular y notebooks . I n thei r writte n assignment s the y commonl y 
confuse word s tha t have similar meanings, but are used in the wrong context , 
for exampl e We  lived  (stayed) in  a  hotel for a  week' and T  want to  train (practice/ 
improve) my  English grammar'.  Word s tha t soun d o r loo k simila r ar e als o 
confused: 'If  I have  a change (chance), I  want  to  come here again . 

Most 'new ' o r unfamilia r word s tha t ar e encountere d i n Englis h 
comprehension text s ar e discusse d i n Cantonese , wit h th e resul t tha t th e 
learners seldo m hear  the Englis h word s spoke n o r lear n ho w t o pronounc e 
them. B y the tim e student s reac h th e Certificat e o f Educatio n Examination s 
candidates ar e ofte n unabl e t o for m question s i n th e role-pla y tas k becaus e 
they neithe r kno w th e meanin g no r th e pronunciatio n o f th e word s use d i n 
the probes . 

A lac k o f awarenes s o f pronunciatio n o f word s i s apparen t i n ora l 
presentations a t university , whe n a  studen t ma y suddenl y sto p mid-sentenc e 
unaware o f how to say a newly learned word found i n their research. A student 
who wante d t o describ e ho w a  dinosau r woul d hol d object s pause d an d 
resorted t o saying 'don't  know how to say "c-l-a-w"\ She could say 'law', 'saw ' an d 
'jaw' bu t coul d no t wor k ou t th e pronunciatio n o f claw  until th e lin k wa s 
explained t o her . 

Few students relis h the opportunity t o improve thei r vocabulary, seeing i t 
more a s a  chor e tha n a  fu n activity . With som e creativ e ideas , perhap s the y 
can b e encourage d an d motivate d t o work o n thei r words and increas e thei r 
vocabulary i n a n interestin g an d challengin g way. 

This book is designed t o be an introduction t o teaching English vocabulary 
to Chines e learners . I t will explain ho w English i s learned b y native speaker s 
and b y Chinese learners . I t will focus o n ho w we store words i n ou r min d s o 
that we can find  the m again . I t will also suggest which words we should teac h 
our student s an d whic h strategie s ou r learner s migh t adop t t o hel p the m 
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remember ne w words a s they come acros s them. Ways of presenting 'new ' o r 
unfamiliar word s i n clas s ar e suggeste d an d som e usefu l we b site s an d I T 
related studie s ar e described . 

Each section begins with some simple theoretica l background , describin g 
studies tha t hav e bee n conducte d i n Asi a an d beyond . Som e practica l idea s 
for presentatio n o f vocabular y follow , an d a t th e en d o f eac h chapte r ther e 
are tasks  fo r teachers , a s well a s some suggeste d activitie s fo r classroo m use . 
An answer key is provided a t the end o f the book. Relevant books and article s 
that will provide further informatio n ar e listed at the end o f each chapte r an d 
a ful l lis t o f references i s included a t th e end . 

Task 

• D o you learn words by sight (spelling ) o r by sound — or both? 

How many words do you know that end in -ougtil 
i 

Here are some examples: rough,  tough, cough, bough, enough 

Now try this with a timer: Give yourself 30 seconds to write down as many words 

as you can think of that end in -ight 

A lis t o f word s i s give n i n th e Answe r Key . Ho w man y di d yo u writ e down ? 
Chinese student s usuall y produc e abou t 5  o r 6  words endin g i n -ight  while 
English nativ e speakers average 6  or 7 . This is partly due t o the fact the nativ e 
speakers have a larger vocabulary and might think of some less frequently use d 
words. 

i Tas k \ 

j Ho w many words do you know by sound? 

The word bough means a branch of a tree. It rhymes with cow and now and how, 

| althoug h the spelling of bough  is quite different. ! 
I 

| Using  a  timer, ho w man y words can you think o f i n 30 seconds tha t rhym e with | 

eight? j 

How many did you find? Some examples are given in the Answer Key and ther e 
are man y more . 

Native Englis h speaker s (know n her e a s first  languag e user s o r LI)  ca n 
usually recal l mor e word s by sound tha n b y sight . Chines e speaker s (secon d 
language users or L2) , however , find  thi s task considerably more difficul t tha n 
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the first  one . The mor e proficien t Chines e speaker s ar e abl e t o recal l tw o o r 
three word s an d som e les s proficient one s ar e unabl e t o produc e an y words 
that rhym e with eight. 

This simple experiment shows the importance o f sound, or pronunciation , 
in producing English words, because the more advanced th e learner, the mor e 
words ar e recalle d b y sound. Naturall y th e nativ e speake r ha s th e advantag e 
of a much large r vocabulary from whic h to draw the matches, but the contras t 
between th e ways of processing words by sight and b y sound i s quite clear . 

Evidently the mor e emphasi s we can pu t o n linking the meaning , writte n 
form an d spoke n for m o f word s a s we presen t the m t o students , th e mor e 
effective thei r vocabulary learning will become. I n additio n w e need t o poin t 
out ho w to us e th e word s effectivel y an d whic h strategie s learner s ca n us e t o 
help them learn words more efficiently . However , in many Chinese classrooms , 
less emphasis i s put o n th e spoke n for m o f English word s an d mor e i s given 
to readin g an d writing . 

Lastly, wh y Harsh  Words?  Harsh  ha s take n o n it s ow n meanin g i n Hon g 
Kong an d i s both overuse d an d misused , ofte n a s a substitute fo r difficult,  o r 
bad. I t actuall y means rough  as in harsh  texture; or unpleasant  to  the senses, a s i n 
harsh voice, o r severe  as in harsh  climate, or cruel,  as in harsh  punishment. I t is also 
an infrequently use d word, whereas it has become a  very popular word amon g 
Hong Kong students t o describe thei r teachers , homework and lif e in general . 
More examples are given on p . 131. Harsh Words in the original sense are crue l 
or hurtfu l words , but t o ou r learners , the y seem t o be difficul t words . 

Further Readin g 

Some ke y books o n vocabular y teachin g an d learnin g include : 

Nation, I . S. P. (1990) Teaching  and Learning Vocabulary. Massachusetts: Newbury 
House. 

Nation, I . S . P . (2001 ) Learning  Vocabulary  in  Another  Language. Cambridge : 
Cambridge Universit y Press . 

Schmitt, N . (2000 ) Vocabulary  in  Language  Teaching.  Cambridge : Cambridg e 
University Press . 

Thornbury, S . (2002 ) How  to Teach Vocabulary.  Essex : Longman . 



Word Collecting 

Introduction 

This chapter deal s with collecting words: knowing what a word is , what it goes 
with an d wh y the y ca n b e difficul t t o learn . I t als o look s a t wor d frequenc y 
lists and whic h words ar e mos t usefu l t o teach . 

What I s a  Word? 

A word ca n be describe d a s the smalles t unit o f speech tha t has meaning an d 
can stan d alone . I n it s written form , a  word i s separated fro m anothe r wor d 
by a space. We could also say that a word consist s of one or more morphemes , 
or units of meaning. Are book  and books  one word or two? We'd probably coun t 
them a s one word, because i f we know the meaning o f book  and tha t 'boo k +  s' 
is the plura l form , w e kno w th e meanin g i s more  than  one  book. Books  has tw o 
morphemes, 'book ' an d ' + s ' which give s it the plura l meaning . Unhelpful  has 
three morphemes : un/help/ful , wit h help  being th e root , o r mai n part . 

We can clearl y see tha t book,  sit  and bank  are thre e words , or lexical units, 
but ca n w e consider sit,  sits  and sitting  as knowing on e word o r thre e words ? 
In 'Please  take a seat' and 'Phase  be seated', ar e seat  and seated  considered a s two 
different word s o r differen t form s o f the sam e word? Mos t researchers woul d 
count the m a s different form s o f the sam e word, a s they share th e sam e basi c 
root seat. 

There appear s to be a close connection between thes e words to the exten t 
that even elementary level learners o f English would be able to recognise tha t 
they ar e base d o n th e sam e roo t an d s o we would conside r the m a s par t o f 
the sam e word family. Ca n we consider bank  as in th e Han g Sen g Bank and a 
river bank  as one wor d o r tw o differen t words ? Her e th e spellin g an d soun d 
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are th e sam e bu t th e meaning s ar e clearl y different . No w we have on e wor d 
form bu t tw o meaning s an d w e would coun t thes e a s tw o words, just a s the y 
would b e give n tw o separate entrie s i n a  dictionary . 

Words ca n als o b e classifie d b y thei r rol e i n a  sentenc e an d s o w e hav e 
different part s o f speech o r word classes. These are : 

Nouns 

Adjectives 

Verbs 

Adverbs 

Pronouns 

Prepositions 

Conjunctions 

Determiners 

table, chair , honest y 

green, bright , ol d 

sit, eat , thin k 

quietiy, fast , smoothl y 

he, she , the m 

to, from, fo r 

and, but , s o 

a, an , th e 

The first four nouns,  adjectives, verbs  and adverbs  are content words and the y 
give u s th e basi c meanin g o f a  sentenc e an d ar e ofte n use d i n newspape r 
headlines, advertisement s an d notes : Russian nuclear  sub sinks. 

The remainin g fou r pronouns,  prepositions, conjunctions  and determiners  are 
known a s functio n word s an d carr y grammatica l features . Fortunatel y fo r 
English languag e learner s ther e i s a  fairl y limite d se t o f abou t 300  functio n 
words an d the y hav e remaine d unchange d fo r a  ver y lon g time . Example s 
include 7 , no, someone, first, such, others, once,  now,  and, until,  enough  and few. 

Content words , however , ten d t o increas e with ne w words an d meaning s 
being added t o dictionaries ever y year. Words whose meanings hav e change d 
or take n o n additiona l meaning s i n th e pas t fifty  years includ e gay,  (merry , 
homosexual) and  file  (box or holder for papers , computer information store d 
on a  disk). New words recently added t o the Oxford Englis h Dictionary include 
cyberspace, rave,  and grunge. 

A lemma consists of a key word plus its add-ons o r inflexions tha t are th e 
same par t o f speech, a s in act,  acts, acting and acted.  A separate lemm a woul d 
be neede d fo r action,  actor and actors.  Changes can als o be made t o the end o f 
the word depending o n th e way it is used in a  sentence an d s o affixes ar e th e 
parts fixed  o n a t eithe r end . At th e beginnin g o f a  word, a s in react,  the y ar e 
known a s prefixes,  an d a t th e end , a s i n action,  they ar e calle d suffixes.  Most 
dictionaries woul d trea t the m a s sharing th e sam e basi c roo t act,  but havin g 
different ending s o r inflexion s accordin g t o grammatica l forms . 
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In th e wor d disagreement  w e hav e a  prefi x dis-,  2i  roo t o r ste m agree  and a 
suffix -ment.  W h e n word s ar e derive d fro m th e basi c word i n thi s way, the y ar e 
known a s derivatives. A word famil y consist s o f th e basi c word plu s it s inflexion s 
and mos t common , o r closel y related , derivative s a s in : 

agree, agrees , agreed , agreement , disagree , disagrees , disagreed , 
disagreement. 

The siz e o f a  word famil y wil l increase a s a  learner ' s proficienc y increases , an d 
so les s c o m m o n derivative s suc h a s agreeable  and disagreeable  could b e include d 
in a  mor e advance d wor d family . 

Are th e followin g classe d a s words ? 
Phoebe, Mandarin,  Guangzhou 

What woul d you r learner s nee d t o kno w whe n the y mee t them ? The y woul d 
need t o kno w tha t the y ar e name s (o f a  girl , a  hote l an d a  place ) a n d s o nee d 
a capita l lette r a t th e beginnin g an d ar e use d a s p rope r nouns . The y woul d 
also n e e d t o kno w tha t M a n d a r i n ca n b e use d t o m e a n Putonghua,  t h e 
language, o r a  senio r officia l i n Imperia l China , o r th e nam e o f a  hote l group . 
They nee d t o kno w thei r pronuncia t io n an d thi s i s especiall y difficul t wit h 
words tha t hav e com e fro m a  differen t language , suc h a s Phoebe , whic h i s a 
Greek nam e p ronounce d ' feebee ' . 

O the r type s o f Englis h word s ar e compoun d noun s suc h a s cyberport,  an d 
restroom. Neithe r o f thes e words reall y carries it s original meaning . Th e cyberport 
in H o n g Kon g ha s n o port , a l thoug h ther e wa s a  por t i n th e origina l desig n 
plan an d word s beginnin g wit h 'cyber ' usuall y mea n somethin g t o d o wit h 
technology an d computers , suc h a s cyberspace  and cybercafe.  A  restroom  is hardl y 
a plac e wher e on e woul d wan t t o li e dow n an d hav e a  rest , especiall y i f it' s i n 
a publi c building , bu t a t leas t i t would contai n a  toile t an d water , s o on e migh t 
go ther e t o freshe n up . C o m p o u n d noun s ar e sometime s hyphenate d e.g . rice-
cooker, or ma y be written a s two separate words . When tw o words are abbreviate d 
to form on e word , suc h a s brunch  (breakfas t +  lunch) the y are know n a s blends . 

Multiword unit s ar e group s o f word s tha t g o together , usuall y i n a  se t 
sequence, suc h a s to  and  fro,  in  and  out,  in  a  nutshell,  put  it  on  an d give  it  back. 
They hav e t o b e learne d a s if they ar e a  single uni t an d ar e usuall y listed u n d e r 
the ke y word i n a  dictionary . I f you loo k u p nutshell  i n a  dictionary , th e idio m 
in a  nutshell  i s usuall y listed , afte r th e basi c meanin g o f nutshell. 
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Task 

In English some words can be used in many different contexts and one word can 

have multiple use s and meanings. 

How many uses and meanings of save  can you think of? 

Some examples are given in the Answer Key. 

How man y Chines e word s woul d yo u nee d t o us e t o cove r al l thes e differen t 

contexts? Which o f the words can b e used with both waste  and lose?  What i s 

, th e difference i n meaning ? 

Since words can be classifie d int o word families an d hav e multiple meanings , 
it i s difficult t o sa y exactly  how many English words we know. 

What I s Involve d i n Learnin g a  Word? 

When we learn a  word, we need t o know its meaning, pronunciation an d ho w 
to us e i t correctl y i n a  sentence . Thes e thre e element s coul d b e subdivide d 
into man y mor e relate d aspect s suc h a s spelling , par t o f speech , leve l o f 
formality, associate d words and frequency o f use which will be deal t with later . 
In the meantime, let's go back to the word save.  If we know the word, we should 
also know that i t can mean t o rescue ( a life), and t o keep (money) , to preven t 
waste (time , energy , electricity , water) , t o kee p fo r late r (food) , preven t th e 
other sid e fro m scorin g a  goal , store a  file o n a  disk , etc . 

We also nee d t o kno w tha t save  can b e use d i n a  multiword unit , such a s 
save the day, and tha t i t is a verb that can tak e an object , a s in She  saved his life. 
It ca n b e followe d b y 'from ' a s in 'Sh e save d hi m fro m drowning ' o r ca n b e 
followed b y 'by ' a s i n '...save d b y th e bell' . Save  ca n als o b e use d a s a 
preposition t o mean 'except ' a s in She  answered all the questions correctly save one. 

Its pronunciation follow s fairly regular spelling-to-sound rule s so it rhymes 
with shave , cave , Dave, gave and wave (unlik e have). 

Learners, however , ar e unlikel y t o be abl e t o proces s al l thes e meaning s 
and use s i n on e lesso n an d s o the y graduall y buil d u p thei r vocabular y ste p 
by step and add to the basic meaning as they encounter words in new contexts. 

Why Are Som e Word s Harde r t o Lear n tha n Others ? 

Students fac e man y problem s whe n learnin g unfamilia r Englis h words , suc h 
as their form, structure , grammatical behaviour o f words, their meanings an d 
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relat ionships wit h o the r words . He r e w e wil l focu s o n th e difficultie s tha t 
Chinese learner s commonl y face an d the n tr y to devise ways to hel p the m lear n 
English word s mor e easily . 

Written form 

Form refer s t o whether th e word s ar e written o r spoken , an d ther e ar e differen t 
p roblems associate d wit h each . T h e writte n for m o f Englis h word s i s ver y 
different fro m Chines e characters , bein g mad e u p o f letter s o f th e alphabet , 
which individually , o r i n combinations , represen t a  sound . The r e ar e basi c 
general spellin g rule s t o guid e th e learner , fo r example : 

Comparatives and  superlatives 
Add -er  or -est  to th e en d o f th e adjective , fo r example : 

• sof t softe r softes t 
• ful l fulle r fulles t 

Exceptions: 

If th e adjectiv e 

ends in: 

consonant +  -y 
happy 
consonant +  -e 
safe 
consonant + 
vowel + 
consonant 
big 

Do this: 

change th e - y to 
an -i 
remove th e - e 

double th e 
last lette r 

Add: 

-er, -est 

-er, -est 

-er, -est 

Example: 

happy, happie r 
happiest 
safe, safer , safes t 

big, bigger , 
biggest 

Verbs ending —ing  and -ed 
Take th e basi c ver b for m an d ad d -e d o r -ing : 

• wal k walkin g walke d 
• pla y playin g playe d 

But 
• lov e lov«-in g love d 
• tr y tryin g tr-y-ie d 
• shi p shippin g shippe d 
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Exceptions: 

If th e verb end s 

in: 

consonant +  -e 
save 
-ie 
lie 
consonant + 
stressed vowel 
+ consonan t 
stop 

Do this: 

remove th e -e 

change -i e to -y 

double th e las t 
letter 

Add: 

-ed, -in g 

-ing, -d 

-ed, -in g 

Example: 

save, saving, save d 

lying, dyin g 
lied, die d 
stop, stopping , 
stopped 

Is it  ie  or  ei? 
This i s a  c o m m o n spellin g erro r an d on e tha t ca n b e quit e tricky . T he simpl e 
rule is : 

I before E 
Except afte r C 
If i t rhymes with be e 

Examples include : 

believe, brief, priest , chief , grief , thie f 
ceiling, receive , receipt , deceive , decei t 

If th e wor d rhyme s wit h 'say ' i t take s 'ei ' : 

beige, feint , eight , freight , neighbour , vein , weigh, weigh t 

O the r c o m m o n word s wit h thi s spellin g pat ter n include : 

either, foreign , height , leisure , seize , weird an d thei r 

Similar forms 

Learners frequentl y confus e word s tha t hav e simila r writte n forms , o r soun d 
similar, suc h a s cute/acute,  board/broad  an d quite/quiet.  T h e teache r need s t o b e 
aware o f words tha t ca n easil y be confuse d an d mak e a  consciou s effor t t o hel p 



WORD COLLECTIN G 1 3 

the student s t o separat e thes e words , possibl y b y demonstra t in g thei r us e i n 
sample sentence s o r differen t contexts , suc h a s The  cute  baby had an  acute  tummy 
ache. 

Spoken form 

In spoke n form , word s ca n b e trick y t o p ronounc e becaus e o f thei r lengt h o r 
difficult combinat ion s o f sounds , o r stres s pat tern , fo r exampl e catastrophe, 
[catastrofy], crisps  [crisps] , an d mechanism  [mekanism] . Learner s i n genera l 
tend t o avoi d usin g word s orall y i f the y ar e difficul t t o p ronounc e o r the y ar e 
unsure o f th e correc t pronuncia t ion . Similarly , the y ma y misunders tan d th e 
speaker i f the y confus e th e pronuncia t io n o f simila r soundin g words . 

An exampl e o f thi s happene d t o a 
friend a  fe w year s ag o i n France . 
Arriving lat e on e evenin g a t a  smal l 
family hotel, she rang reception t o ask 
for som e soap  as there was none in th e 
bathroom. Afte r som e tim e a  waite r 
appeared a t th e doo r carryin g a  tra y 
with soup\ 

Structure 

Words ma y b e confusin g i f the y hav e th e sam e roo t bu t differen t affixe s 
(prefixes o r suffixes) , fo r exampl e industrious  and  industrial;  flammable  an d 
inflammable; exhausting,  exhaustive  an d exhausted.  The i r wor d for m ma y b e 
misleading becaus e o f th e morphology , o r structure , becaus e th e individua l 
parts, o r morphemes , pu t togethe r ma y hav e a  differen t mean in g fro m th e 
one expected , suc h a s infallible  whic h coul d b e wrongl y guesse d a s 'unabl e t o 
fall'. Other s migh t hav e irregula r derivation s leadin g t o misunderstandings . 
Oversee and overlook,  fo r example , ar e no t interchangeable . Chines e learner s 
frequently appl y sensibl e logi c t o illogica l Englis h words , afte r all , why shoul d 
invaluable an d priceless  no t m e a n worthless?  Such word s nee d t o b e carefull y 
explained whe n presented . 

Grammatical behaviour  or syntax 

Learners f requent l y hav e difficultie s wit h verb s suc h a s concern  a n d to  be 
concerned about,  o r to  be  concerned  with  something . Similarl y th e grammatica l 
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structure T t i s difficul t fo r hi m t o d o this ' cause s a  grea t dea l o f troubl e fo r 
m a n y Chines e l ea rner s wh o ins tea d writ e He  is  difficult  to  do  this.  O t h e r 
confusions li e wit h phrasa l verbs , suc h a s put  on  clothes  but w e canno t put  off 
clothes. We don ' t on  the  light,  o r off  the  TV,  no r d o w e open  the  aircon  o r close  the 
radio. 

Meaning 

Often on e wor d migh t b e use d i n on e languag e wherea s severa l word s ma y 
be n e e d e d t o conve y th e mean in g i n a  secon d language , fo r example , She 
birthed a  baby  would b e inappropriat e fo r She  had  a  baby,  or She  gave  birth  to  a 
baby. Similarly, w e canno t sa y /  horned  in  Hong  Kong. 

Idioms an d metaphor s ar e a  ric h sourc e o f problems . Eve n i f a  learne r 
knows al l th e individua l words , th e m e a n i n g o f th e comple t e ph ra s e o r 
multiword uni t ma y b e completel y differen t o r unexpected . 

Improper us e o f idiomati c Englis h cause d a n awkwar d silenc e a t 
the end o f a formal banque t on e evening in Beijing. The host , who 
had spoke n perfec t Englis h throughou t th e evening , brough t th e 
dinner t o a  close with Well,  Fve eaten so much Tm really  fed up  \ H e 
meant t o sa y full  up'. 

Similar confusion s wit h phrasa l verb s ar e cause d wit h throw  up  an d throw  out. 
If a  chil d vomits , h e throws  up,  bu t w e throw  out  th e rubbish . Chines e learner s 
frequently confus e take  with eat,  drink  o r have,  translating  yum  cha ' literall y a s 
Hake tea\ Similarl y Chines e cook  water whil e Englis h boil  it. 

Another sourc e o f difficult y occur s whe n distinction s ar e mad e i n Englis h 
that ma y have n o equivalen t i n th e learner' s language , suc h as  thin, slim,  slender 
and skinny.  Chines e learner s associat e slim  wit h fit,  an d unhealthy  wit h unfit. 
Some concept s ma y no t exis t i n Chinese , makin g i t ha rde r fo r th e learne r t o 
c o m p r e h e n d idea s suc h a s a  rosy  outlook.  Thi s i s particularl y difficul t i f th e 
learner confuse s outlook  with appearance  (loo k lik e o n th e outside) . Som e word s 
may b e culturall y unusua l an d hav e n o direc t equivalen t i n th e learner ' s 
language a s with kettle  or quilt. 

Learners als o nee d t o b e abl e t o distinguis h betwee n forma l an d informa l 
or colloquia l languag e tha t i s appropriat e t o th e situation , suc h a s relax  an d 
chill, o r psychiatrist  an d shrink. 
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Abstract words are usually difficult t o learn because the concept itself may 
be unfamilia r t o th e learner , eve n i n thei r ow n language , suc h a s erudite, 
snobbish or sluggish. 

Relationship with  other  words 

While a  wor d ma y g o wit h o r collocat e wit h anothe r suc h a s strong  tea, or a 
strong woman, we woul d b e unlikel y t o fin d strong  used wit h engine,  and s o 
learners nee d t o kno w i n what circumstance s a  word ca n b e use d wit h othe r 
words in a  sentence. Similarly , we might hurt ou r arm, but not hur t a  picture . 

Task 

Collocations 

Tick th e boxe s i n the gri d belo w t o sho w whic h adjective s collocate , o r ca n b e 

used, with which nouns. Check the Answer Ke y to see i f you are correct . 

slow 

leisurely 

unhurried 

pace progress learner journey motion coach 

Having identified difficultie s tha t Chinese learners often encounte r in learnin g 
English words , we nee d t o b e awar e o f thes e problem s an d hel p the m avoi d 
making simpl e mistakes . 

Which Words Shoul d Student s Learn ? 

We need t o look at ways to make vocabulary learning a little more manageabl e 
by deciding whic h word s student s mos t nee d t o learn . I t would see m logica l 
to mak e sur e tha t learner s kno w th e words tha t the y are mos t likel y to com e 
across in everyday spoken English , in most general reading texts as well as the 
words neede d durin g th e lesso n suc h a s page, blackboard, timetable  etc. 

The tabl e belo w show s th e twent y mos t frequentl y occurrin g word s i n 
spoken an d writte n English , take n fro m researc h o n word frequencie s a t th e 
University o f Lancaster i n th e U K Wha t d o you notice abou t thes e lists ? 
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Spoken English 
the 

I 
you 
and 

it 
a 
's 
to 
of 

that 
n't 
in 
we 
is 
do 

they 
er 

was 
yeah 
have 

Frequency Number 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

Written English 
the 
of 

and 
a 
in 
to 
is 

was 
it 

for 
that 
with 
he 
be 
on 
I 

by 
's 
at 

you 

First o f all , seven o f th e to p te n words occu r i n bot h lists : the,  and, of,  a, it,  to 
and is/'s.  Th e speake r tend s t o refe r t o himsel f mor e frequentl y ( / is in 2n d 
place), tha n t o th e audienc e (you  in 3r d place) , wherea s i n writing , he  is i n 
13th place , /appear s 17t h an d you  in th e 20t h place . S o what happene d t o 
she? Well , she  is down i n 30t h position.. . 

Although ther e is a close relationship between written and spoken English , 
we tend no t t o write shortened forms , a t least in formal writing , as words tha t 
do not occur in th e written lis t include n  % yeah  and er.  I t could be argue d tha t 
the las t example i s not eve n a  rea l word, bu t a  sound o f hesitation , althoug h 
er, erm,  an d um  frequently occu r i n speech . 

We have seen ho w certain words occur more frequently tha n others . Th e 
first 1,00 0 word s and thei r families ar e naturall y th e mos t importan t one s fo r 
students t o learn . 

Here ar e som e mor e example s take n fro m th e Universit y o f Lancaster' s 
research int o th e 1,00 0 mos t frequentl y use d word s tha t learner s woul d 
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probably nee d t o kno w a t a  fairl y elementar y stage . Mos t cours e book s an d 
basic readers are designed with these words in mind and tend t o use the words 
in many different context s so that the learners can become familia r with the m 
from th e beginnin g o f thei r course . 

Nouns 
time 
year 
people 
way 
man 
day 
thing 
child 
Mr 
government 
work 
life 
woman 
system 
case 
part 
group 
number 
world 

Adjectives 
other 
good 
new 
old 
great 
high 
small 
different 
large 
local 
social 
important 
long 
young 
national 
big 
right 
early 
possible 

Verbs 
be 
have 
do 
will 
say 
would 
can 
get 
make 

g ° 

see 
know 
take 
could 
think 
come 
give 
look 
may 

Adverbs 
so 
up 
then 
out 
now 
only 
just 
more 
also 
very 
well 
how 
down 
back 
on 
there 
still 
even 
too 

Conjunctions 
and 
that 
but 
or 
as 
if 
when 
than 
because 
while 
where 
although 
whether 
before 
since 
so 
though 
until 
after 

Why not focus o n th e firs t 50 0 words? Many of these ar e function words , like 
7, will,  can and from rather tha n conten t words lik e apple,  see and walk,  so we 
tend t o look at the bigger picture, though, of course, the most commonly use d 
words shoul d generall y b e taugh t first . Learner s wit h a  specific interes t i n a 
particular are a lik e banking , migh t loo k a t a  differen t se t o f word s tha n a 
general learner . We will look agai n a t word list s in chapte r 5 . 

The nex t most useful word s to learn are the words in the 2,000 list, which, 
together wit h a  goo d gras p o f grammar , shoul d allo w genera l fluenc y i n 
conversational English , an d 87 % coverage o f academi c texts . The firs t 2,00 0 
words ca n b e covere d explicitl y i n class , as they are considere d fundamenta l 
to languag e learning . 
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How Man y Words Shoul d Student s Know ? 

The answe r wil l var y greatl y dependin g o n severa l factor s suc h a s Englis h 
proficiency, age , persona l o r famil y background , education , motivatio n etc . 
By the ag e o f aroun d 20 , a  nativ e Englis h speakin g universit y leve l studen t 
knows aroun d 20,00 0 wor d families , whic h mean s absorbin g aroun d 1,00 0 
words a year until adulthood. (Goulden , Nation and Read, 1990 ; Nation, 2001) . 
This migh t see m a n impossibl e goa l fo r man y second languag e learners , bu t 
those wh o se t themselve s a  targe t o f 3 0 to 5 0 words pe r wee k shoul d b e abl e 
to master enough words to enable them to read general texts without too muc h 
difficulty. 

While n o fir m figure s ar e availabl e fo r vocabular y level s o f student s i n 
Hong Kon g schools , governmen t source s sugges t tha t b y the en d o f primar y 
school education , childre n hav e encountere d aroun d 4,00 0 English words i n 
text book s an d readers . Wha t percentag e o f thes e word s ar e known  b y th e 
students i s a  very differen t matte r a s researchers estimat e tha t learner s hav e 
to meet a  word 7  to 1 0 times or mor e befor e the y are likel y to understand it s 
meaning an d usage . A rough estimat e o f word knowledg e o f children leavin g 
primary schoo l migh t b e 50 0 t o 1,00 0 words . 

In secondar y schoo l learner s shoul d b e absorbin g mor e word s a s the y 
consolidate known words and learn new ones. With public exams approaching , 
their vocabular y level s shoul d b e close r t o 2,00 0 word s whic h i s probably a 
minimum goa l for HKCE E level students. Those who wish to continue o n t o A 
levels and universit y wil l stil l need t o learn man y more words . 

Students a t Englis h mediu m universitie s nee d t o b e abl e t o rea d an d 
understand a  variety of newspaper articles and text s in English. For 'minimall y 
accepted comprehension' , researcher s recommend a  knowledge of 95% o f the 
words i n a  tex t o r aroun d 4,00 0 word families . Thes e would includ e th e firs t 
2,000 words plus the Academic Word List of 570 words and an additional 1,00 0 
'technical words , prope r noun s an d lo w frequenc y words ' (Nation , 2001 , 
p. 147) . For 'adequat e comprehension ' 98 % of the words must be known an d 
this could mea n a  vocabulary size closer to 7,000 or even 10,00 0 word familie s 
for universit y student s t o rea d an d understan d academi c texts . 

Which Words Shoul d W e Teach ? 

This will depend ver y much o n th e leve l and interes t o f the learners . I t make s 
sense first to teach the words that learners will meet and use most, so the words 
from th e first 1,00 0 leve l word lis t are crucia l in any language course . Learner s 
will need t o know the words used in instructions, such as Clean  the board, please, 
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or Pass  me the microphone, i f it's a  large class . Course book s will probably be th e 
main sourc e o f words , thoug h student s ma y pic k u p a  surprisin g numbe r o f 
words and phrases from movi e titles and advertisements on the MTR and buses. 

The nex t most frequently use d words are thos e in th e 2,000 word list , bu t 
after thi s stag e th e frequenc y o f occurrenc e drop s considerably . Teacher s 
should the n focu s o n th e root s of words and th e words that are mos t likely t o 
be neede d fo r a  particula r purpose , suc h a s academi c o r vocationa l study . 
These more formal words appear on lower frequency list s and are often derive d 
from Lati n an d Gree k words , an d s o a  knowledg e o f wor d structur e ca n b e 
helpful. 

The Academic  Word  List (1997 ) wa s compile d b y Averi l Coxhea d wh o 
profiled th e word s fro m a  cros s sectio n o f genera l academi c textbook s an d 
sorted th e word s b y frequency . Sh e remove d th e firs t 2,00 0 mos t frequentl y 
used word s an d the n identifie d thos e tha t learner s ar e mos t likel y t o com e 
across i n thei r studie s a t university. The lis t contains 57 0 head words , i.e . th e 
word tha t woul d appea r i n a  dictionary , plu s th e member s o f thei r wor d 
families, amountin g t o ove r thre e thousan d words . Student s ar e strongl y 
advised t o be familia r wit h thes e ke y words an d thei r usage . 

Beyond thi s level, students should concentrat e o n technica l o r discipline -
related word s use d i n specifi c contexts , fo r exampl e physics , la w o r 
engineering. Technica l word s use d i n vocationa l studie s suc h a s cookin g o r 
plumbing would b e deal t with i n Englis h course s fo r specifi c purposes . 

We have see n tha t frequenc y i s an importan t factor , bu t ther e ar e othe r 
points t o be considere d whe n choosin g which words t o teach . Coverag e an d 
range ar e importan t becaus e i t i s helpful firs t t o presen t words with a  broa d 
coverage, such a s bird,  before owl  or crow,  an d thos e tha t would b e found i n a 
wide variety o f text s rathe r tha n specifi c words . 

It i s also sensible t o presen t words tha t are : 
• easie r t o learn , an d mor e widel y used , befor e progressin g t o th e mor e 

difficult levels , such a s walk  before saunter  or stroll, 
• frequentl y use d b y nativ e speakers , takin g int o accoun t th e cultura l 

background, suc h a s fried rice,  o r fish and  chips,  salt  and pepper, 
• relevan t to the teaching activity, such as slide or transparency  for use in ora l 

presentations, even though thes e words are not frequently use d in genera l 
English, an d 

• topi c related , suc h a s elector,  voting  and ballot  box if the discussio n topi c i s 
elections. 

In short , w e shoul d thin k o f ou r learners ' need s whe n choosin g th e word s 
to present t o them. Ways of presenting words will be discusse d i n chapter s 5 
and 6 . 
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SUMMARY 

In this chapter we have defined what we mean by a word and looked briefly a t how 

words are built. Knowing the meaning of a word is important, but we also need to know 

the pronunciation, spelling, grammatical usage of a word and the words that they go 

with or collocate with. It is helpful to know whether a word is formal or informal, whether 

it is frequently used or a rare word so that we can use it appropriately. 

School students should aim to learn the 2,000 most frequently used words so that 

they can communicate and read general texts. Once the foundation i s established, if 

they wish to pursue academic stud y they should aim to maste r the Academic Word 

List and prefixes, roots and suffixes. Alternatively, they should learn the technical words 

that will be most useful for vocational study. 

Revision question s 

1. Wha t d o we mean b y knowing a  word? 
2. Wh y are som e words difficul t t o learn? Giv e four example s o f words your 

students fin d difficul t an d explai n why . 
3. Whic h word s d o your  students nee d t o know ? 
4. Sugges t thre e source s o f words tha t your learner s wil l find useful . 
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Business and Economics Words Frequently Used in Hong Kong and China 

absorb 
accelerate 
acceleration 
accreditation 
accredited 
advantageous 
affiliates 
ailing 
alleged 
alleviate 
amalgamation 
analysts 
annuity 
antitrust 
arbitrage 
assert 
assets 
auditing 
auditor 
autonomy 

bankruptcy 
barriers 
barter 
battered 
benchmark 

bet 
bonus 
boom 
boosting 
borrow 
bourse 
broker 
budget 
bull 
bullish 
bureaucratic 

campaign 
capitalism 
cartel 
cash 
chartered 
circulation 
clients 
collaboration 
collusion 
commission 
competitive 
compliance 
concessions 
conducive 

conglomerates 
conservative 
consolidate 
consumer 
contractual 
convergence 
corporate 
correlate 
corruption 
counteract 
counterfeiting 
coupon 
crackdown 
credibility 
crisis 

dampen 
debentures 
default 
deficits 
deflationary 
denomination 
deposit 
deteriorate 
deterioration 
devaluation 

devalue 
differential 
diligent 
disaster 
disclosure 
discount 
discrepancy 
discriminatory 
disputes 
dissipate 
divert 
dividends 
downturn 
drastic 
durable 

earners 
ease 
economic 
economise 
efficiently 
embargo 
endowment 
enduring 
enforce 
engage 
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ensure 
enterprise 
entitled 
entrenched 
entrepot 
entrepreneurs 
equilibrium 
equity 
executive 
exempt 
expand 
expansionary 
expenditure 
exports 

fake 
financial 
fiscal 
flagship 
fluctuations 
forecast 
forego 
forum 
fraud 
frustration 
fundamentals 

global 
gloom 
goods 
greenback 
gross 

hampered 
harsh 
haven 
hedge 
huge 
humanitarian 

imminent 
impetus 
implemented 
imprudent 
increment 
incur 
incurred 
indebtedness 
indices 
inefficiency 
inflation 
influx 
insolvency 
insurers 
interim 
intersect 
interventionist 
inventory 
inverse 
investors 

jitters 
judiciary 

launch 
layoffs 
lease 
leverage 
levied 
levy 
liability 
liquidity 
lobbying 
logistics 
looming 
lottery 
lucrative 

managerial 
marketplace 

massive 
mediocre 
merchandise 
merger 
merit 
middlemen 
mitigate 
mobilization 
momentum 
monetary 
monopolise 
moratorium 
mortgage 
multinational 

negligible 
negotiate 
nervous 
nominal 
nonperforming 
normative 

obligation 
obscure 
offshore 
optimistic 
outperforming 
outright 
overdraft 
overwhelming 

pace 
panic 
payoff 
peaks 
pecuniary 
Peg 
penalties 
perpetuity 
pertinent 

pervasive 
pessimistic 
plummet 
portfolio 
postulate 
pragmatic 
predatory 
premium 
pressure 
prevailing 
preventing 
profit 
prohibited 
prominent 
promotional 
propaganda 
proposition 
prosperity 
provincial 
prudent 

quadruple 
quantitative 
quotas 

rally 
ratings 
ration 
rebound 
recall 
recession 
reckon 
recruitment 
reinvent 
rental 
repay 
resilience 
resilient 
restrictions 
retail 
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retailers 
retaliation 
risk 
robust 

scant 
sectors 
sentiment 
shareholders 
shortcomings 
simultaneously 
slashed 
slowdown 
sluggish 
slump 
soared 
sovereignty 
speculation 
spontaneous 
stake 
stance 
statutory 
stimulate 
stockbroker 
stockmarkets 
streamlined 
stringent 
subscribe 
substantially 
supervisor 
surplus 
swap 
switch 

tariff 
taxable 
teller 
tier 
tradable 
transact 

tremendous 
trend 
troughs 
trustee 
turmoil 
turnover 

undertaking 
underwriting 
unsecured 
upgrade 
urban 

valuation 
vault 
venture 
vested 
viable 
vocational 
volatility 
vulnerable 

weighted 
wholesale 
windfall 
workforce 



Appendix 2 

Idioms an d Phrasa l Verb s Usin g Part s o f th e Bod y 

Arm 
a babe i n arm s 
a sho t i n th e ar m 
cost an ar m an d a  le g 
give my right ar m fo r 
long ar m o f th e la w 
twist my ar m 
up i n arm s 

Ear 
all ear s 
bend you r ea r 
can't believ e m y ear s 
coming ou t o f ou r ear s 
ear t o th e groun d 
ears ar e burnin g 
fall o n dea f ear s 
in on e ea r an d ou t th e othe r 
keep your ea r t o th e groun d 
music t o m y ear s 
play i t by ea r 
still wet behind th e ear s 
up t o my ear s 
an earfu l 

Eye 
a fresh pai r o f eyes 
a sigh t for sor e eye s 
all eyes 
an eye for an eye ( a tooth for a  tooth) 
apple o f his ey e 
bat a n ey e 
beauty i s in th e ey e o f th e beholde r 
black ey e 
can't believe m y eyes 
catch your ey e 
cry your eye s ou t 
eagle eye s 
eye of th e stor m 
eye t o ey e 
eyes glaze ove r 
feast your eye s o n 
give her th e ey e 
give my eye teet h 
have m y eye o n 
in th e wink o f an ey e 
in your mind' s ey e 
keep a n ey e o n 
keep a n ey e ope n 
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keep a n ey e ou t 
keep your eye s peele d 
lay eyes o n 
my eye 
out o f th e corne r o f my eye 
pull th e woo l over your eye s 
raise a n eyebro w 
right befor e m y eyes 
roll thei r eye s 
see ey e t o ey e 
sight for sor e eye s 
there's mor e t o thi s tha n meet s th e 

eye 
turn a  blind ey e 
with th e nake d ey e 
without battin g a n eyeli d 

Face 
at face valu e 
blue i n th e fac e 
egg o n m y fac e 
face fact s 
face th e musi c 
face u p 
fall fla t o n m y fac e 
fly in th e fac e o f 
in your fac e 
keep a  straight fac e 
make a  fac e 
make face s 
poker face d 
pull a  fac e 
save fac e 
straight fac e 
till you're blu e i n th e fac e 
wipe tha t smil e of f your fac e 
written al l over your fac e 

Feet/Foot 
back o n you r fee t 

drag your fee t 
get col d fee t 
get your fee t we t 
itchy fee t 
land o n you r fee t 
sweep you of f your fee t 
take a  load of f your fee t 
foot th e bil l 
put m y foot dow n 
put your bes t foo t forwar d 
put your foo t i n i t 
put your foo t i n your mout h 
set foo t 
shoot yourself i n th e foo t 
wait on yo u han d an d foo t 
footloose an d fanc y fre e 

Fingers 
butter finger s 
can't pu t m y finger o n i t 
cross your finger s 
keep your finger s crosse d 
lift a  finge r 
point a  finger a t 
work my fingers t o th e bon e 
wrap aroun d hi s finge r 

Hand 
a bird in the hand i s worth tw o in th e 

bush 
a firm han d 
a free han d 
a helpin g han d 
an ol d han d a t 
at the hand s o f 
can't pu t m y hands o n i t 
change hand s 
eat ou t o f the pal m o f your han d 
firm han d 
first han d 
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from han d t o mout h 
give m e a  han d 
got m y hands ful l 
hand dow n 
hand i n 
hand i n han d 
hand m e dow n 
hand ou t 
hand ove r 
hand ove r fis t 
hand t o mout h 
hands ar e tie d 
hands dow n 
hands o n 
hands u p 
hat i n han d 
have i t in han d 
have t o han d i t t o you 
hold you r han d 
in goo d hand s 
in han d 
lend a  han d 
out o f han d 
out o f our hand s 
shake hand s 
the uppe r han d 
time o n you r hand s 
try your han d a t 
wait o n yo u han d an d foo t 
wash your hand s o f i t 

Leg 
a le g u p 
break a  le g 
cost an ar m an d a  leg 
last legs 
leg work 
pull your le g 
shake a  le g 

tail between hi s leg s 
the firs t le g 

Mouth 
bad tast e i n m y mout h 
born with a  silver spoon i n his mout h 
butter wouldn' t mel t i n hi s mout h 
by word o f mout h 
don't loo k a  gif t hors e i n th e mout h 
down i n th e mout h 
from han d t o mout h 
hand t o mout h 
loud mout h 
make your mout h wate r 
melt i n your mout h 
put your foo t i n your mout h 
put your money where your mouth i s 
shoot your mout h of f 
shut m y mout h 
straight fro m th e horse' s mout h 
by word o f mout h 

Neck 
breathe dow n m y nec k 
neck an d nec k 
put m y neck o n th e lin e 
stick my neck ou t 

Nose 
as plain a s the nos e o n you r fac e 
cut of f your nos e t o spit e your fac e 
hold your nos e 
keep your nos e clea n 
keep your nos e t o th e grindston e 
look dow n your nos e a t 
no ski n of f m y nose 
put someone' s nos e ou t o f joint 
pay through th e nos e 
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powder m y nos e 
turn u p you r nos e a t 
under m y nos e 
win b y a nos e 
hard nose d 

Shoulder 
chip o n hi s shoulde r 
give you th e col d shoulde r 
head an d shoulder s 
look ove r your shoulde r 
rub shoulder s wit h 
shoulder th e blam e 
shoulder t o shoulde r 
straight fro m th e shoulde r 

Toes 
on you r toe s 
step o n thei r toe s 
toe th e lin e 
twinkle toe s 

Teeth/Tooth 
a swee t toot h 
a toot h fo r a  toot h 
armed t o th e teet h 
as scarce a s hen's teet h 
by the ski n o f thei r teet h 
cut my teeth o n 
fight toot h an d nai l 
long i n th e toot h 
give my eye teet h 
set your teet h o n edg e 

Tongue 
a sharp tongu e 
a sli p o f th e tongu e 
bite your tongu e 
cat go t your tongu e 
hold you r tongu e 
on th e ti p o f my tongu e 
roll of f th e tongu e 
tongue i n chee k 
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