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^'•>" ^ resembl e Chines e characters . Chines e viewer s expec t t o b e abl e 
^JIJ^ t o rea d Squar e Wor d Calligraph y bu t cannot . Wester n viewers , 

tffi0h) howeve r ar e surprise d t o fin d the y ca n rea d it . Deligh t erupt s 
£ whe n meanin g i s unexpectedly revealed. " 

— Britta Erickson , The  Art  ofXu  Bing 
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Introduction 
Disputed territories : 

Land, culture and identit y 

David S . Trigger 

W hat ha s bee n th e significanc e o f lan d an d plac e fo r the ; 
construction o f cultura l identit y i n settle r societies ? Th e 

contributors t o thi s volume addres s thi s questio n i n th e contex t of 
European migratio n t o th e souther n hemispher e region s o f 
Australasia and southern Africa. As suggested in the title of the book, 
these may be regarded as 'disputed territories' , albeit among identity 
groups tha t hav e become culturall y blende d i n significan t respect s 
through th e historica l processe s o f colonialism . 

The chapter s focu s o n th e makin g o f identit y i n tw o settler-, , 
regions with similar yet distinctive colonial histories. In each region, 
European visions of landscape and nature have engaged historicall y 
with souther n hemispher e environment s an d Indigenou s peoples . 
The author s variousl y explor e th e histor y o f negotiation s ove r th e 
meanings o f lan d an d plac e i n setting s wher e settler-descendant s 
have historically continued to trace elements o f their ancestry back 
to Wester n Europe . Furthermore , thes e ar e region s wher e th e 
descendants o f European coloniser s loo k toward s eac h othe r acros s 
'the south' , i n recognitio n o f paralle l histories , identitie s an d 
cultures. The exchange of personnel on both short-term and lengthy 

David S. Trigger, Discipline of Anthropology an d Sociology, The University o f Western 
Australia, Crawley , WA 6009 , Australia. 
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visits betwee n Australi a an d Ne w Zealand  i s wel l documente d 
(Carmichael 2001) , an d wha t w e migh t ter m ne w migratio n 
movements from Sout h Africa an d Zimbabwe to Australia and New 
Zealand i n recen t decade s hav e gaine d momentu m sinc e a t leas t 
some White s hav e fel t threatene d b y th e emergen t assertion s o f 
African culture s an d politica l right s (Kenned y 2001 ; Lucas 2001) . 

During the past decade , issues surrounding notions of conteste d 
'landscapes' hav e undergon e ' a remarkabl e revival ' i n academi c 
debates, as the editors of a recent volume, Landscape in  Africa, have 
commented (Luig and von Oppen 1997 : 8; see also Stiebel et al. 2000). 
Our aim in this collection is to focus particularly on what might be 
termed 'hidde n dialogues ' (Lui g and von Oppe n 1997 : 37) betwee n 
European perception s o f land an d those o f the peoples encountere d 
in Australia , Ne w Zealan d an d souther n Africa . I f i t i s indee d th e 
case tha t th e bul k o f studie s continu e t o focu s o n th e natur e o f 
colonial discourses (Luig and von Oppen 1997 : 38), in this collectio n 
we seek to complement suc h work with a number of chapters paying 
serious attention t o the meanings o f land for Aboriginal, Maori and 
African peoples . W e see k t o buil d o n Darian-Smit h e t al.' s (1996 ) 
innovative comparativ e collectio n o n 'land , literatur e an d history ' 
in Sout h Afric a an d Australia , wher e contributor s revea l muc h i n 
the way of shared settler perspectives across these 'southern spaces' . 
Thus, w e hav e assemble d a  collection o f chapter s that , whe n rea d 
together, mak e explici t bot h th e shar p difference s an d the overlap s 
between settle r an d autochthonou s vision s o f lan d an d it s 
implications fo r cultura l identities . 

In th e countrie s o f bot h regions , th e challeng e o f buildin g a n 
identity i n relatio n t o land , it s topograph y an d specie s has loome d 
large fo r immigrant s wh o hav e becom e settlers , an d ultimatel y 
citizens, o f relativel y youn g multicultura l nations . On e o f th e fe w 
attempts a t direc t compariso n provide s a n apt illustration . Terenc e 
Ranger's discussio n o f th e Matopo s mountain s i n Zimbabwe , an d 
Uluru (Ayer s Rock ) i n Centra l Australia , find s eac h o f thes e 
extraordinary roc k formations t o be 'an icon o f national identity , a 
major touris t attraction , an d the sit e of struggle between black an d 
white ove r possession, representation an d control ' (1996: 157). Both 
areas hav e bee n mad e nationa l parks , an d ar e acknowledge d a s 
encompassing strikin g natura l landscap e qualities , roc k ar t an d 



Introduction 3 

spiritual values o f great significance. I n both cases , long histories of 
cultural connection with the landscape prior to European arrival vie 
with curren t desire s for access from tourist s both within the natio n 
and from overseas . Just as Whites fleeing Zimbabwe after 198 0 (when 
the long-established Rhodesian government was toppled) 'often too k 
paintings o f th e Matopo s wit h the m t o remind themselve s o f thei r 
lost heritage' (Ranger 1996 : 170), at the same time there was uproar 
in Australi a becaus e th e proces s o f 'handin g back ' ownershi p o f 
Uluru t o traditiona l Aborigina l group s ignore d th e fac t tha t 'th e 
Rock' is a deeply valued 'par t o f .. . [the Australian] psyche' (Englis h 
1986: 140). As pointed out by one of the contributors to this volume 
(Jane Carruthers), who also compares the Central Australian nationa l 
park to one located in southern Africa, dispute s over areas like Uluru 
illustrate clearly the contested nature of highly significant landscape s 
in societie s wit h settle r colonia l histories . ^  ,  ^ 

Ranger's comparative work draws our attention to strugglespve r 
what may be termed the 'imaginative possession' (1997 : 69) of land , 
and it is this issue that lie s at the heart o f the chapters presented i n 
this volume. In both Australasia and southern Africa, European s have 
sought t o engag e intellectuall y wit h lan d b y bringin g i t withi n a 
culturally meaningfu l aesthetic . However , i f tha t ha s involve d 
similar transcontinenta l colonia l 'dream s o f possession'^an d 
historical acts of 'symbolic appropriation' (Luig and Von Oppen-1997: 
30-31) — issues deal t wit h b y severa l author s i n thi s collection, — 
parallels ar e als o provide d b y consideratio n o f African , Aborigina l 
and Maor i intellectua l investment s i n th e landscape s s o centra l t o 
the reproductio n o f thes e non-Europea n cultures . Th e chapter s i n 
this volum e see k t o investigat e thes e matter s wit h a n acut e 
appreciation o f th e subtletie s o f intellectua l contes t betwee n th e 
various 'menta l maps ' operating from th e earlies t historical period s 
of Europea n arrival . 

Thus, thes e are chapters about disputed territories o f the mind , 
as well as of the land itself. If this is so, how might researchers bes t 
investigate such complex issues? This brings us to the second sense 
in which thi s boo k concern s 'dispute d territories' , fo r th e chapter s 
broach different theoretica l and methodological orientations amon g 
scholars fro m divers e disciplinar y backgrounds . Anthropology , 
geography, histor y an d literar y studie s ar e represente d amon g th e 
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authors; whil e ther e i s a n eviden t overla p o f approach , on e o f th e 
aims o f th e collectio n i s t o juxtapos e ethnographic , historica l an d 
textual researc h perspective s hel d b y a n eminen t grou p o f 
accomplished writers. Given that ther e is a current 'conjunctur e fo r 
broadening th e debat e o n landscap e whic h i s abl e t o overcom e .. . 
disciplinary divisions ' (Lui g and von Oppe n 1997 : 16) , and tha t th e 
subject o f culture an d the environment i s one especially capabl e of 
'breaking] dow n conventiona l disciplinar y boundaries ' (Flin t an d 
Morphy 2000: 3), this volume seeks to illustrate the value of cross-
disciplinary interaction: the chapters were selected, revised and took 
their final shape following an invited workshop involving a week of 
debate an d exchang e o f idea s amon g a n interdisciplinar y grou p 
including al l the authors . 

More generally , th e collectio n ha s it s origi n i n a  year-lon g 
programme o f seminar s an d workshop s tha t Garet h Griffiths , a 
literary schola r committe d t o textua l analysis , an d I , a n 
anthropologist practise d i n th e us e o f ethnograph y a s a  method , 
arranged together . Th e tensio n betwee n thes e methodologica l 
traditions has engaged the energies of us both over recent years and, 
before dealing in some detail with the specific subject matte r of each 
of the chapters , I should present my own perspective on this debate, 
which gav e rise to a n ambitious collaboratio n betwee n tw o editor s 
who shar e a  researc h interes t i n th e subjec t o f land , cultur e an d 
identity, bu t whos e disciplinar y approache s ar e sharply divergent . 

Interpreting texts,  witnessing  social  action 

As a n ethnographer , m y researc h perspectiv e o n land , cultur e an d 
identity leaves me uncomfortable with the neglect of the importance 
of socia l actio n i n man y textua l studies . I  have aske d previousl y 
(Trigger 1993 ) ho w adequatel y significan t element s o f Australia n 
culture ca n b e 'read ' fro m literar y (an d other ) 'texts ' alone . I n m y 
view, despite the impressiveness o f textual analysis , it is likely tha t 
a ke y issu e wil l remai n th e matte r o f wha t i s los t whe n th e 
researcher canno t 'b e there' , observing what people actually d o and 
say, via interviews and recordings of informal discussions , unelicited 
comments, asides , joke s an d a  broad rang e o f behaviours . 
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However, apar t fro m th e impossibilit y o f 'bein g there ' amon g 
research subject s whe n i t i s a n understandin g o f th e pas t tha t i s 
sought, the response from thos e committed t o textualist approache s 
finds ethnographi c writin g t o be no mor e o r less reflective o f wha t 
people thin k an d d o i n relatio n t o contestin g landscape s tha n ar e 
written biographies , archiva l documents , fictio n novels , visua l 
images o r internet sites . By this view (evince d in Gareth Griffiths' s 
Afterword), ethnographer s hav e n o privilege d positio n fro m whic h 
to 'discover ' knowledg e o f th e worl d throug h observation s an d 
interviews (o r 'conversations', as some researchers would term thei r 
inquiries), becaus e al l knowledg e i s constructe d i n term s o f th e 
assumptions an d prescription s o f th e researcher' s backgroun d an d 
culture. The stronges t version o f this critique is that ethnographer s 
(like everybod y else ) ar e i n a  sens e 'prisoners ' withi n thei r ow n 
language, an d s o wha t the y writ e i s a s muc h a  produc t o f their s 
particular worldvie w a s i t i s a  description o f events , practice s and' * 
ways of thinking amon g research subjects . As my co-editor , Gareth ' 
Griffiths, ha s put i t previously in collaboratio n with hi s colleague s 
in postcolonia l studie s (Ashcroft , Griffith s an d Tiffin 1998 : 85-86), 
such criticis m o f ethnograph y argue s tha t participan t observatio n 
activities like watching, listening or asking questions, cannot operat e 
apart fro m th e assumption s an d constraint s o f th e discours e o f th e 
participant's ow n culture . What  i s known , the y say , depend s upon * 
how i t i s known , suc h tha t knowledg e o f cultur e i s 'constructed ^ 
rather tha n 'discovered' , b y ethnography . 

Despite my misgivings about the adequacy of textual approaches, 
it has seemed increasingly appropriate to acknowledge this point i n 
my ow n researc h concernin g a  highl y conteste d postcolonia l 
landscape. M y ethnography , focuse d o n socia l actio n amon g 
Aboriginal an d Whit e resident s o f a  norther n Australia n tow n 
(Trigger 1992) , can be viewed with hindsight a s a 'partial' depictio n 
(Clifford 1986 ) of the lives of research subjects . The strong focus i n 
that wor k o n spatia l an d socia l distanc e based o n race, culture an d 
identity gre w ou t o f m y persona l succes s a s a  'Whitefella ' i n 
becoming accepted within a distinctive Aboriginal domain of space, 
thought an d behaviour . A  researcher fro m a  differen t background , 
perhaps wit h a  different personality , ma y wel l have 'constructed ' a 
quite differen t study . 
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Nevertheless, I  remai n convince d tha t m y result s woul d hav e 
been broadl y replicabl e b y other s intereste d i n 'thic k description ' 
(Geertz 1973 ) o f everyda y life . Thus , i t woul d b e har d fo r an y 
participant observe r t o hav e misse d ho w th e tow n wa s residentiall y 
divided int o Aborigina l an d Whit e spaces , an d ho w th e distinctio n 
between tw o cultura l world s was sustaine d i n everyda y language an d 
behaviour. Indeed , th e landscap e itsel f wa s transparentl y considere d 
among Aboriginal resident s t o be understandable i n term s o f cultura l 
distinctions betwee n Blackfell a an d Whitefell a domains, - whil e th e 
expanse o f surroundin g bus h wa s know n a s 'Blackfell a country' , 
exotic specie s o f tree s wer e signifier s o f th e introduce d Whitefell a 
presence. Thus , bo t h deliberatel y plante d semi-domest ica te d 
frangipani, poincian a an d mang o tree s o n tow n street s an d i n hous e 
yards, an d fera l plan t specie s scattere d throug h th e bush , suc h a s 
'bean t ree ' o r 'mimosa ' , wer e l inke d t o th e domai n o f Euro -
Australians. I n contras t t o th e wid e rang e o f flor a wit h name s an d 
properties know n i n th e loca l Aborigina l languages , th e introduce d 
species were know n i n Aborigina l Englis h a s 'Mandagi  ['Whitefella' ] 
trees'. 

Having come , vi a length y ethnographi c research , t o understan d 
such matter s connecte d t o th e significanc e o f plac e an d landscap e 
in th e patter n o f inter-cultura l socia l relations , wha t valu e migh t 
there b e i n examinin g a  variet y o f availabl e text s abou t m y stud y 
region i n northern Australia ? Severa l works writte n b y missionaries , 
about thei r relation s wit h Aborigina l people , indicat e tha t socia l 
distance base d o n rac e an d cultura l identit y ha d bee n a  featur e o f 
life fo r som e fiv e decade s befor e m y firs t arriva l a s a n ethnographe r 
in th e lat e 1970s . From on e suc h tex t w e lear n ho w th e ver y bodil y 
appearances o f Aborigina l peopl e an d Euro-Austral ian s wer e 
understood a s incompatibl e —  a t th e firs t somewha t make-shif t 
mission sit e i n 1931 , Aborigina l wome n would , i n th e word s o f a 
missionary author , onl y com e 'u p th e ridge to gree t us ' one a t a  time , 
for 'eac h ha d t o wai t thei r tur n fo r a  loan o f th e on e an d onl y dress ' 
(Cantle 1980 : 61) . Moreover , th e lan d itsel f evoke d a  sens e o f plac e 
incompatible with th e missionaries ' ow n cultura l history (McNaugh t 
1994) — i t wa s see n a s 'unforgiving ' (p . 1) , productive o f 'incredibl e 
hardships' (p . 3), 'fearsome ' (p . 4), and ultimatel y destructiv e o f th e 
health o f Euro-Australia n bodie s (p . 155) . 
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Similarly, autobiographica l text s produce d b y a  long-residen t 
White pastoralis t (McGinni s 2001 ) revea l aspect s o f th e settler -
descendant perspective on relations with both Aboriginal people and 
the regional landscape. This woman worked with cattl e herds fro m 
the tim e sh e was 1 2 years o f age ; her contac t wit h Aborigina l me n 
was mainl y i n thei r capacit y a s stockme n who , durin g th e 1960s , 
'shared th e cam p lif e [wit h Whit e people ] bu t wer e apar t fro m it , 
having thei r ow n fir e t o slee p abou t a t nigh t an d thei r ow n shad e 
on th e dinner-camp ' (p . 130) . Reflecting upo n thi s socia l distance , 
she comments frankly tha t Aboriginal stockmen were referred t o as 
'boys', ' a habi t o f speec h tha t ha d grow n ou t o f th e Aboriginals ' 
childlike dependenc e upo n th e whit e man , impose d b y th e State ' 
(p. 130) . Thi s woman' s famil y seemingl y live d closel y wit h 
Aboriginal workers in remote busli locations, yet shared little of the 
latter's knowledge of land and its native species. Even when musing e 

on what Aborigina l people might fin d aestheticall y beautiful , ther e 
is a strong sense of the author transposin g her own Euro-Australia n 
sensibility o n to Aboriginal consciousnes s — new growth o f plant s 
and insect s afte r rai n ma y sugges t t o Whit e Australian s a n 
'evanescent beauty ' lying behind 'the harsh face' o f the land (p . 198) 
but, contrar y t o th e author' s suggestion , i t ca n hardl y b e assume d 
that thi s particula r notio n o f a  har d countr y onl y reluctantl y 
revealing a pleasurable aesthetic also arises from Aborigina l cultura l 
perspectives o n northern Australia n environments . ^ 

For th e cattl e statio n author , i t i s th e domesticate d specie s 
introduced i n th e cours e o f European colonisatio n —  horses, cattl e 
and dog s — that ar e positioned throughou t he r boo k a s being i n a 
relationship of familiarity an d at times intimacy with the pastoralist 
family. Withou t thes e animals , th e landscap e remains , fo r her , 
undomesticated. As she puts it in one particularly revealing passage 
(pp. 34-35), 'country without cattl e .. . [is] like an untenanted house' . 
In thi s perspective , i t i s th e introduce d herd s o f cattl e an d horses , 
together with th e planting of certain flora, suc h as mango trees and 
other 'cuttings ' (p . 203) , tha t 'tur n wildernes s int o a  property' , 
making a  'home ' ami d th e bush . Whil e thes e sentiment s ar e 
commensurate wit h Aborigina l view s abou t introduce d faun a an d 
flora signifyin g a  Whitefell a presenc e i n th e country , the y d o no t 
engage wit h Indigenou s knowledg e o f lan d an d nature . Wher e th e 
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two perspectives doubtles s also diverge is over whether i t is Whites 
or Aborigines who should maintain control and custodianship of the 
land. 

For their part , few Aborigina l people from th e cor e communit y 
setting of my ethnographic research have produced available written 
texts. However , a  nove l (Wrigh t 1997 ) authore d b y a n Aborigina l 
woman fro m a  nearb y tow n arise s fro m he r kinshi p an d broade r 
social connections with the community. Quit e strikingly, the novel 
speaks agai n t o th e issu e o f discret e cultura l identitie s a s reflecte d 
in conflictin g understanding s o f lan d an d nature . Withi n th e firs t 
few page s (pp . 3-4) , th e produc t o f seed s brough t b y th e firs t 
missionary ('God' s celebrator y poincian a tree' ) i s presente d a s 
something resente d amon g Aboriginal residents : they 'though t th e 
tree should no t hav e been allowe d t o grow there o n thei r ancestra l 
country'. A s th e missionary' s pleasur e increase s alon g wit h th e 
development o f th e see d int o a  large and graceful plant , so , too, d o 
the spiritua l ancestor s o f th e novel' s Aborigina l communit y gro w 
more and more disturbed by 'the thirsty, greedy foreign tree intruding 
into th e bowel s o f thei r world' . 

The uprisin g flui d carrie d awa y preciou s nutrients, - i n th e middl e o f 
the nigh t the y [spiri t ancestor s i n th e ground ] wok e u p gaspin g fo r 
air, though t the y wer e dying , race d u p throug h th e trun k int o th e 
limbs an d branches , throug h th e tin y vein s o f th e minut e leave s an d 
into th e flower s themselves . There , the y invite d Cousi n Cro w t o si t 
along th e branche s an d dra w th e card s o f death , (p . 4) 

While crows are ignored by the novel's White missionary characters , 
the Aboriginal girls living in a  dormitory adjacen t t o the tree know 
the Cro w a s a  spiritua l harbinge r o f death , an d the y li e frightene d 
at night , war y o f news abou t someone' s demise . 

Such fictio n pros e reflect s th e particula r Aborigina l sensibilit y 
of this author,- however, as with the texts written by missionary and 
pastoralist women , analysi s o f i t contribute s t o understandin g th e 
complexities o f th e broa d patter n o f inter-cultura l relation s i n 
northern Australia. From my perspective as a long-time ethnographe r 
of the region, such texts have the capacity to both complement an d 
challenge my findings base d on 'being there' and participating first -
hand in socia l action with researc h subjects . Indeed, a s I have been 
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led t o supplemen t m y ow n ethnographi c inquirie s wit h clos e 
readings of these texts , I have correspondingly become aware of th e 
importance o f cross-disciplinar y exchange s betwee n differen t 
approaches t o th e stud y o f land , cultur e an d identity . 

This collectio n represent s th e produc t o f a  mutual recognitio n 
of, an d engagemen t with , eac h other' s researc h orientatio n b y m y 
co-editor, Garet h Griffiths , an d me . Th e contributor s us e th e 
methods o f ethnography , textua l analysi s o r som e combinatio n o f 
these t o stud y bot h historica l an d contemporar y issue s o f land , 
culture an d identit y i n particula r settle r societies . I n som e cases , 
their conclusions derive from recording living people's behaviour and 
knowledge, an d i n other s fro m examinin g fictio n an d non-fictio n 
prose, archiva l documents , maps , groun d plans , photograph s an d 
works o f art . Whe n conceivin g th e book , an d th e programm e o f 
discussions precedin g it , Garet h Griffith s an d I  felt tha t thi s rang e . 
of methodological and disciplinary approaches remains disparate and-
often disconnecte d amon g researchers. Partly, this follows fro m the* 
circumstances o f institutiona l arrangement s i n th e universities , 
whereby anthropologists, geographers, historians and literary scholars 
operate withi n administrativ e unit s tha t d o no t encourag e 
collaboration. The mutual lack of familiarity with other disciplinar y 
bodies of literature, and the influence o f peer consensus about wha t 
is intellectually fashionable , ca n also challenge commitment amon g 
researchers t o engag e i n cross-disciplinar y dialogue . B y presenting ^ 
chapters fro m eminen t scholar s wh o variousl y dra w upo n (an d i n 
some cases combine) the methods of ethnography, historical analysi s 
and textua l studies , w e see k t o illustrat e th e valu e o f forgin g 
exchanges acros s borders tha t wil l hopefully becom e less opaque i n 
academic life . 

Disputed territories,  contesting  disciplines 

As autho r o f th e firs t chapte r i n th e volume , Catherin e Nas h 
establishes th e globa l contex t fo r discussion s o f identit y an d 
belonging i n settle r societies , b y 'settin g root s i n motion' : th e 
'genealogical tourists ' o f th e 1990s , visitin g Irelan d fro m th e 
countries tha t hav e becom e thei r families ' home s followin g 
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migration (Australi a an d Ne w Zealan d amon g them) , see k 
confirmation o f thei r ancestr y throug h documentar y evidenc e o f 
their genealogies . Th e 'diaspori c identities ' bein g sough t d o no t 
displace the firm materia l attachments o f these persons to the lan d 
and place to which thei r ancestor s travelled ; however , Nas h show s 
how, i n settle r societies , genealogy (lookin g for you r 'roots' ) ca n b e 
an appealing tool for people endeavouring to navigate through tangled 
questions o f cultur e an d belonging . Despit e muc h fixednes s i n 
cultural theor y o n idea s o f diaspor a an d cultura l hybridity , Nas h 
considers th e wa y th e desir e fo r a  sense o f belonging derive d fro m 
ancestry remain s stron g a t th e tur n o f the twenty-firs t century . A t 
least fo r som e citizen s i n settle r societies , ther e i s n o simpl e 
opposition between rootedness in the land of one's birth, and a sense 
of finding ancestra l identity in the place from whic h one' s forebear s 
migrated u p t o severa l generations ago. 1 

A cultural geographer , Catherin e Nash has examined publishe d 
texts, observe d first-han d thos e wh o trave l t o d o Irish genealogies , 
and conducte d pre-arrange d an d imprompt u interview s wit h bot h 
tourists from settle r societies and professional genealogist s they may 
consult i n Ireland. Sh e describes her work a s 'uneasy ethnography', -
the research process was a sometimes 'edgy and emotional business', 
partly because, while she 'took th e journey, too' , in the tradition of 
participant observation , he r ow n famil y tre e remaine d mor e o f a n 
unexplored 'troublesom e presence ' tha n th e sor t o f thoroughl y 
studied artefac t sough t b y he r researc h subjects . Suc h distanc e 
between th e persona l inclination s o f th e researche r an d he r 
interlocutors i s hardly unusual; in any case, Nash is not a  citizen of 
a settle r society , an d doe s not preten d t o emulat e th e genealogica l 
concerns of those visiting Ireland from distan t homes outside Europe. 
What i s notabl e i s tha t he r wor k o n diaspori c identitie s i s no t 
confined within the setting of postcolonial politics in countries lik e 
Australia, Ne w Zealan d an d Sout h Africa, - th e grea t valu e o f thi s 
chapter i s it s focu s upo n thos e aspect s o f identity an d cultur e tha t 
derive from outsid e settle r societies , yet operat e within the m ami d 
contesting claim s abou t belongin g t o th e lan d t o whic h one' s 
ancestors cam e a s migrants . 

It is the cultura l dimension s o f such contestin g claim s tha t ar e 
the concer n o f Michel e Dominy' s chapter . A s a  visitin g Nort h 
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American anthropologist , thi s autho r has carrie d ou t researc h wit h 
high-country Ne w Zealan d farmer s ove r a  period o f 1 5 years. He r 
work investigate s th e form s tha t 'Anglo-Celti c settler-descendan t 
indigeneity' take , i n a  settin g wher e th e physica l spac e o f Ne w 
Zealand's Sout h Islan d shee p station s i s a  sit e o f 'intens e cultura l 
activity an d imagination ' (Domin y 2001 : 3) . Whil e Dominy' s 
reportage o f farmers' connection s with the land has provoked som e 
controversy amon g certai n o f he r colleague s wh o writ e mor e 
conventionally a s anthropologists i n support o f Maori land claims, 2 

her point is that to argue for high-country pakeha (those of European 
descent) indigeneit y i s no t t o argu e fo r th e sam e indigeneit y a s d o 
Maori (Domin y 2001 : 227) . Wha t i s abundantl y clea r i s tha t he r 
research ha s involve d long-ter m an d localise d ethnographi c 
fieldwork, suc h tha t ke y interlocutor s withi n th e farmin g 
community came to be like siblings' , and she became 'a part of .their 
lives' (Dominy 2001: 9). Michele Dominy has chosen to supplemen t 
the rich ethnographi c dat a resulting from thi s fieldwork wit h clos e 
analytical reading s o f significan t texts ; he r chapte r i n thi s volum e 
thereby fuse s th e signatur e method s o f anthropolog y an d literar y 
analysis. 

The chapte r probe s a  se t o f textua l dat a t o as k wha t i t mean s 
for pakeha t o be of a place where Maori have been displaced , an d of 
particular significanc e ar e the ecologica l dimensions o f the relatio n 
between these identities. During the 10 0 years following 1840,tN[e w 
Zealand changed , fo r th e mos t part , fro m rainfores t t o grass ; th e 
collision betwee n Maor i fores t an d settle r gras s i s interrogate d i n 
this chapter for what i t ca n tell us about the cultural dimensions of 
colonialism. I n both a  remarkable historica l nove l se t i n th e mid -
nineteenth century , an d a  renowned ecologica l history authore d i n 
the 1920 s b y a  settle r wh o wa s als o a  naturalist , Domin y find s 
sources tha t richl y depic t th e wa y th e growt h o f introduce d gras s 
created, no t onl y the 'materia l telltal e patchwork quil t o f Europea n 
settlement', bu t als o a  ke y ecologica l signifie r fo r a n emplace d 
pakeha identity . Th e cognitive , a s well a s physical, colonisatio n of 
the Ne w Zealan d landscap e progressed vi a th e cultivatio n o f land , 
especially via the introduction of grass,- the spread of grass, to enable 
the subsequent production of fibre from sheep , was a 'silent weapon ' 
implicit i n th e establishmen t o f pakeha society . 
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Furthermore, makin g map s an d imposin g a  cartographi c 
sensibility o n t o th e lan d emerge s a s highl y significan t i n a n 
intellectual struggle between pakeha and Maori peoples. In the novel, 
Monday's warriors,  a magistrate points out to a key Maori characte r 
a splendidl y straigh t lin e draw n o n a  ma p i n 1868 . The lin e cut s 
through th e curve s o f a  rive r and , lik e th e fenc e line s an d man y 
surveyors' pegs being installed, establishes in the pakeha mind fixe d 
territorial boundaries . Fo r his part , th e Maor i characte r ask s i f th e 
surveyors ar e blind, tha t is , unseeing o f the land i n it s fluid realit y 
of specie s an d topography, - later , on e o f hi s me n refer s t o eac h 
surveyor's pe g a s a  'bayone t i n ou r belly' . However , th e settle r 
perspective o f improvin g th e lan d wa s hardl y t o b e dissuaded , an d 
Dominy goe s o n t o describ e eloquentl y th e jo y pakeh a foun d i n 
establishing 'th e straightes t o f fenc e lines , th e woollies t o f sheep , 
the shadies t o f willow groves, - beautified wit h tal l crops , smoothe d 
in green grass , lawned lik e Arcadia' . Thus , her chapte r bring s aliv e 
for th e reade r th e importanc e o f understandin g th e intimatel y 
entwined environmenta l an d cultura l dimension s o f colonialism . 

However, i t ha s no t bee n solel y th e imperativ e t o domesticat e 
and make physically familiar newly encountered landscapes that ha s 
produced settle r cultures . Roslynn Haynes' s contributio n consider s 
the highly significan t concep t o f 'wilderness ' in the thinking o f th e 
British an d thei r descendant s wh o hav e colonise d Tasmania , th e 
southernmost islan d State of Australia, locate d directly to the wes t 
of Ne w Zealan d acros s th e Tasma n Sea . Lik e Dominy , Hayne s 
examines literar y an d othe r text s fo r wha t the y ma y revea l abou t 
settler view s o f nature ; a  schola r o f literature , he r achievemen t i n 
this chapte r i s t o disti l a  number o f cor e meanings implici t i n th e 
history of Australian artistic and photographic representations of the 
Tasmanian landscape . As with her previous influential wor k on th e 
meanings Australian s attribut e t o deser t environment s (Hayne s 
1998), thi s chapte r foreground s th e intellectualit y o f artist s an d 
photographers, a s well a s writers, a s deserving ou r attention jus t a s 
much a s d o th e assumption s an d practice s o f thos e engage d i n 
physically workin g th e land . 

In Tasmania , ther e ha s bee n a  successio n o f 'constructed ' 
assumptions abou t natur e an d the bush ove r a  period o f more tha n 
200 years . Hayne s point s ou t initiall y tha t Aborigina l peopl e i n 
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Tasmania would appea r unlikely t o have been enamoured with an y 
notion o f 'wilderness' ; thei r us e o f fir e prio r t o colonia l disruptio n 
was designe d t o reduc e forest s t o ope n grass y plains , thereb y 
attracting grazing animals and producing optimal hunting conditions. 
Then, i n th e lat e eighteent h century , European s brough t a n 
intellectual perspective to the Tasmanian landscape, which drew on 
the Judaeo-Christian tradition of 'the wilderness' as a place of danger 
and spiritua l testing . Th e earl y colonist s als o arrived with cultura l 
baggage tha t include d bot h romanti c idea s abou t sublim e qualitie s 
evident i n th e grandeu r o f nature , an d th e vie w tha t 'taming ' lan d 
beyond the frontier gav e purpose to their colonial enterprise. Roslynn 
Haynes illustrates a  tension between these latter views: while some 
admired th e wilderness , other s regarde d i t a s useles s an d 
unprofitable. 

In the 1870 s and 1880s , the first Australian-born landscape artiste-
William Pigueni t (whos e work wa s bot h extremel y popula r during ; 
his lifetime and later to become so influential i n framing Australians' . 
appreciation o f 'wilderness') , presented th e sublime qualitie s o f th e 
rugged area s o f th e south-wes t o f th e island . Whil e h e pai d clos e 
attention to geological and botanical details , Haynes points out how 
much thi s artis t 'constructe d hi s landscape s t o fi t th e convention s 
of the sublime', - for example , he exaggerated the impact o f cliffs and * 
mountains, an d emphasise d th e horizonta l swee p o f lakes , plains^ , 
and valleys . %i 

Haynes goe s o n t o conside r th e ide a o f 'savin g th e wilderness ' 
that develope d i n Tasmani a fro m earl y i n th e twentiet h century . 
Amid th e commitmen t t o farming , mining , forestr y an d othe r 
resource development , artists , photographers an d writers sough t t o 
ensure preservatio n o f 'wilderness' , a  sentimen t tha t wa s late r t o 
become centra l t o th e environmenta l movement . B y th e 1970s , 
saving Tasmania' s wil d river s fro m dam s buil t t o produc e hydro -
electricity ha d become a  major issu e in Australian society . Hayne s 
discusses how such recently expressed environmentalist visions have 
been n o les s 'constructed ' tha n thos e o f earlie r writer s an d artists . 

In her view , th e iconograph y o f Gree n activis m ha s centre d o n 
circulated images of Tasmania's landscape as a place without peopl e 
and animals . Suc h image s a s 'Roc k Islan d Bend' , promote d a s a n 
iconic representatio n o f th e wildernes s setting s t o b e floode d b y a 



14 David  S.  Trigger 

proposed da m i n th e earl y 1980s , ar e carefull y manage d politica l 
advertisements; ever y househol d i n ever y margina l electorat e i n 
Australia receive d a  two-pag e colou r reproductio n o f th e imag e i n 
the lea d u p t o a  federa l electio n i n 1983 . Hayne s discusse s th e 
romanticism o f the image , th e milky water , tree s seemin g t o gro w 
out of solid rock, and the suggestion of a unique and wonderful islan d 
world, whic h (thoug h i n realit y inaccessibl e t o anybody othe r tha n 
very fi t an d darin g individuals ) i s mad e t o symbolis e th e mystica l 
landscape Australians shoul d strive to preserve. Thus, the meaning s 
of pristin e an d unchangin g lan d shoul d b e understoo d les s a s 
reflecting a  materia l realit y tha n a s indicatin g constructe d image s 
that ar e carefull y edite d t o permi t nothin g tha t migh t distur b th e 
wilderness-focused expectation s popula r i n publi c life . 

British aesthetic responses to what was a new and strange set of 
topography, flora and fauna i s also the focus of Ian McLean's chapter , 
which bring s th e metho d o f ar t histor y t o a  consideratio n o f 
representations o f Sydne y Cove , th e plac e o f firs t Europea n 
settlement i n Australia . Here , i t i s selecte d visua l image s fro m 
colonial art, supplemented by an investigation of associated archiva l 
texts, tha t for m th e empirica l basi s fo r McLean' s interpretations . 

This autho r ha s writte n previousl y o f a  pervasive Antipodea n 
desire to engage with, if not embrace, the aesthetics of the Australian 
continent —  a  sublimina l desire , a s h e ha s pu t it , t o b e 'whit e 
Aborigines' (McLea n 1998) . His chapte r i n thi s volum e trace s th e 
way English artists, during the very earliest years of the new colony , 
nevertheless assemble d a  sens e o f plac e b y usin g a  distinctivel y 
European 'picturesque ' aesthetic trope . As with nineteenth-centur y 
European artisti c representation s o f landscap e i n souther n Afric a 
(Ranger 1997 : 61; Luig and von Oppe n 1997 : 32), this was par t o f a 
settler nee d t o mak e th e ne w worl d thei r ow n b y discoverin g (or , 
more accurately, constructing) something familiar i n land and spaces 
that appeare d strange . Whil e th e convic t artist , Thoma s Watling , 
brought fro m Europ e a  'picturesqu e sensibility' , whic h sough t t o 
transfigure 'th e wild' into art, his paintings failed to 'simulate hom e 
at Sydne y Cove' . I t wa s ultimatel y a n establishe d Londo n artist' s 
copies of the convict's paintings that turned them into a picturesque 
landscape 'a s bountiful an d romantic a s England itself. As McLean 
suggests, thes e wer e representation s mad e fo r consumptio n i n th e 
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home countr y an d constituted , muc h mor e s o tha n th e convict' s 
paintings, wha t h e term s a n 'aestheti c justification ' o f th e colony . 
Thus, the paintings done in London might be regarded as visual 'text s 
of colonialism' . A s muc h a s representin g th e land , the y imagine d 
it, accordin g to a  set of European perceptions and assumptions tha t 
were i n dialogu e wit h th e experience s o f those , lik e Watling , wh o 
were actuall y livin g i n th e colony . 

Visual images of imaginative landscapes are the subject o f Isabel 
Hofmeyr's souther n African cas e study,- however, against the tide of 
recent scholarship focused o n European 'colonial ' perspectives (Lui g 
and vo n Oppe n 1997 : 20), her chapte r consider s Africa n response s 
to European cultura l forms . Isabe l Hofmeyr i s a  literary schola r fo r 
whom fictio n text s revea l significan t aspect s o f th e way s cultura l 
identities ar e formed. I n her previous work (1993) , she adopted ora l 
history interview methods, which involved paying detailed attentio n 
to the inter-generationa l reproductio n o f African ora l narratives. In 
her contribution to this volume, Hofmeyr brings this interest in both 
historical an d anthropologica l researc h perspective s t o bea r o n 
consideration o f significan t text s tha t circulate d i n southern Afric a 
from earl y i n th e colonia l period . 

The chapte r i s concerne d wit h severa l powerfu l evangelica l 
images tha t sprea d from Europ e through Christia n missions . Thes e 
were 'Protestan t landscapes ' insofa r a s the y relie d upo n spatia l 
metaphors to portray proselytising messages. The chapter consider s 
how the evangelical iconography of the 'Broad and Narrow Way' (the 
former path leading to hell and destruction, the latter to heaven and 
salvation), an d influentia l image s containe d i n Joh n Bunyan' s 
allegorical novel, The Pilgrim's Progress, subsequently informed bot h 
an emergen t Christia n consciousnes s amon g African s an d certai n 
key text s o f fictio n authore d b y them . Hofmey r call s thi s 'visua l 
evangelism' i n the contex t o f her case study of Lesotho in the earl y 
nineteenth century . A text by the famous novelist , Thomas Mofolo , 
is used t o illustrat e th e 'travelling ' natur e o f imagine d landscapes : 
not only did the seventeenth-century souther n English vistas of The 
Pilgrim's Progress become Airicanised in many translations, but also 
the seminal allegorical and evangelical theme of traversing the paths 
of lif e wa s incorporate d int o Mofolo' s text . Th e autho r create d ' a 
Sothoised Protestan t narrativ e o f heroi c endeavour' , an d thereb y 
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spliced together a  series of images, panoramas and landscapes draw n 
both fro m Europea n an d African cultura l traditions . 

Such tension s i n settle r societie s amon g thos e colonised , an d 
among thei r descendants , betwee n incorporatio n o f an d resistanc e 
to cultura l form s brough t vi a Europea n intrusion , hav e bee n 
commonplace. I n Australia , th e Christia n imag e o f th e broa d an d 
narrow way s throug h lif e als o circulate d amon g Aborigina l peopl e 
influenced b y evangelica l missionaries . Stanto n (1988 : 303) , fo r 
example, presents a  poster depictin g the 'tw o ways ' of Christianit y 
versus Aboriginal 'Law', at an Australian mission established durin g 
the 1920 s i n th e Wester n Deser t area , wit h th e visua l imager y o f 
'the broad an d narrow way ' identical t o tha t describe d fo r souther n 
Africa b y Hofmeyr . Similarly , Magowa n (2001 : 276 ) depicts , fo r a 
northern Australia n coasta l area , th e pas t 6 0 year s o f Yolng u 
Aboriginal groups ' intellectua l engagemen t wit h Christianity , 
whereby 'ancestra l places ' ar e 're-territorialised ' a s 'Christia n 
topography' mixe d synchronicall y wit h traditiona l spiritua l vision s 
of the significance o f the land. If Hofmeyr's chapte r addresses Africa n 
engagement with , an d appropriatio n of , variou s Europea n spiritua l 
images of landscape — something, it would seem, as yet inadequately 
explored by researchers (Lui g and von Oppen 1997 : 36; Ranger 2000: 
53-62) — Magowan and Gordon (2001) similarly seek to prompt suc h 
research o n th e 'synchronisatio n o f indigenou s an d exogenou s 
elements' i n th e regio n o f Australasia . 

Two contribution s i n thi s volum e dea l explicitl y an d i n detai l 
with Australia n Aborigina l understanding s o f th e landscape s i n 
which regiona l communitie s asser t traditiona l right s an d interests . 
While cognisan t o f syncreti c processe s o f cultura l mixing , thes e 
authors stres s th e resilienc e an d persistenc e o f distinctivel y 
Indigenous cultura l tradition s i n th e face o f powerfu l pressure s fo r 
intellectual assimilation . Vald a Blundel l draw s upo n long-ter m 
anthropological research to consider the famous Wandjina  art  of the 
Kimberley regio n o f north-wester n Australia , explorin g it s rol e i n 
Aboriginal understanding s o f nature . Th e Wandjina  painting s ar e 
anthropomorphic figures, a t times up to nearly two metres in length, 
which fo r Aborigina l peopl e encod e meaning s associate d wit h 
superhuman ancestra l agent s in th e land. These mythic figures ar e 
believed t o hav e acte d durin g th e 'Dreaming ' epoc h t o moul d th e 
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once 'soft ' feature s o f th e worl d int o thei r presen t form . Wandjina 
paintings o n roc k face s ar e regarde d a s th e 'imprint ' o f powerfu l 
spiritual forces , i n that th e images reveal or make visible these ke y 
non-human figure s embedde d withi n th e land . Moreover , thi s 
autochthonous spiritualit y i s identical t o tha t whic h i s understoo d 
to li e within th e Aborigina l people of th e region , s o that whe n th e 
designs ar e mad e 'fresh' , throug h re-painting , thos e wh o carr y ou t 
this actio n refres h an d invigorat e thei r ow n identit ies . 
Simultaneously, the y ar e believe d t o ensur e th e reproductio n o f 
animals, plant s an d othe r natura l phenomena . 

Biundell point s ou t how , durin g recen t decades , th e Wandjina 
rock ar t ha s becom e a  'conteste d sit e o f cultura l polities' , wit h 
debates occurrin g abou t th e exten t t o which th e image s shoul d b e 
focal site s fo r cultura l tourism . A s wit h innovation s produce d b y 
San artist s o f souther n Afric a i n transposin g image s fro m a n 
extraordinary corpu s o f roc k ar t (William s 1996 : 489) , durin g th e 
1990s ther e ha s bee n a  prolific  outpu t o f Wandjina  Aborigina l ar t 
on boards and canvass. The use of a giant Wandjina  image , feature d 
in th e openin g ceremon y o f Sydney' s 200 0 Olympi c Games , i s 
indicative o f thi s mobilisatio n o f Indigenous Australia n ar t a s par t 
of wha t Vald a Biundel l term s 'innovativ e traditionalism' . Th e 
explicit paralle l her e wit h th e Sa n culture i s th e use o f a  modifie d 
rock painting in 199 3 on the new Sout h African Olympi c flag. Lik e 
representations o f the Wandjina,  Sa n images have also appeared o n 
popular tourist items such as post-cards, coffee mugs and place-mats 
(G. Biundel l 1998 : 153 ) —  a  tendency , i n th e vie w o f som e 
commentators i n souther n Afric a an d Australi a alik e (G . Biundel l 
1998; Johnso n 1996) , tha t risk s trivialisin g Indigenou s ar t i n th e 
interests o f labellin g commoditie s wit h a  facad e o f cultura l 
authenticity.3 

However, despit e suc h possibl e appropriatio n o f images , Sa n 
artists ma y b e understoo d a s producin g wor k tha t is , fo r thei r 
purposes, 'counter-hegemonic ' i n the sense of revitalising element s 
of thei r ow n 'traditiona l culture ' (Geunthe r 1998 : 121) . I n th e 
Australian context , Vald a Biundel l similarl y depict s Kimberle y 
Aboriginal peopl e a s 'paintin g against ' th e ide a tha t the y ar e 
assimilated int o the broader Australian society, - in this way, the ar t 
of Wandjina  enable s the m t o expres s thei r continuin g distinctiv e 
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intellectual visio n abou t th e meanings embedde d withi n natur e an d 
their ancestra l lands . 

The chapte r au thore d b y Nevi l l e Whi t e als o concern s a 
distinctive cultura l regio n o f Aborigina l Australia . Derive d fro m a 
human ecolog y approac h arisin g ou t o f th e author' s trainin g i n 
biological anthropology , thi s contributio n i s base d o n ethnographi c 
and biological research carrie d out with th e Yolngu people of Arnhe m 
Land ove r a  period o f 30 years . As in th e Kimberle y area , Indigenou s 
communities i n Arnhe m Lan d see k bot h t o reproduce loca l cultura l 
traditions an d t o engag e wit h th e wide r Australia n society . Jus t a s 
the Wandjina  imag e wa s draw n fro m Aborigina l concept s o f th e 
significance o f land , an d projecte d recentl y o n t o th e worl d stag e o f 
an Olympi c Game s openin g ceremony , i t i s from Arnhe m Lan d tha t 
the in te rna t iona l l y know n popula r musi c band , Yothu  Yindi, 
originates. Th e chose n nam e translate s t o mea n th e qualit y o f a 
connection betwee n mothe r an d child , an d i s generall y understoo d 
to refer t o relationships betwee n Yolng u people and thei r lands . Sinc e 
forming i n th e earl y 1990s , th e ban d ha s take n traditiona l son g an d 
dance sequences , man y base d o n specie s o f nativ e faun a o r othe r 
natural phenomena, an d worked the m int o contemporar y roc k musi c 
performances . Popularise d version s o f Aus t ra l ia n Aborigina l 
conceptions o f th e landscap e thereb y reac h larg e audience s acros s 
the worl d an d ar e typically receive d wit h considerabl e enthusiasm. 4 

White's chapte r i n thi s volum e consider s comple x aspect s o f 
Yolngu understanding s o f lan d an d place, - hi s comprehensio n o f th e 
songs an d dance s fro m whic h Yothu  Yindi  draw s it s material s i s 
based o n length y studie s o f bot h cultur e an d ecology . W e learn tha t 
metaphors fo r conceivin g feature s o f natur e deriv e fro m th e huma n 
body,- thus , a  person' s cla n estat e i s hi s o r he r 'bon e country' , 
important wate r source s ar e know n b y th e sam e ter m tha t mean s 
'stomach' o r 'womb' , ope n plain s ar e associate d wit h th e huma n 
back, an d s o on . Give n th e intimat e qualit y o f connection s betwee n 
such features o f landscape, related a s they are to implied link s amon g 
parts o f th e huma n body , i t i s hardl y surprisin g tha t suc h majo r 
developments a s large-scal e minin g ar e ofte n no t embrace d wit h 
enthusiasm b y Indigenou s Australians . 

Yet Yolng u conception s o f th e lan d canno t b e regarde d a s 
equivalent t o 'environmental is t ' perspectives . Consis ten t wi t h 
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Roslynn Haynes' s speculatio n abou t traditiona l Aborigina l 
understandings o f land in Tasmania, Nevill e White finds n o Yolngu 
term fo r a  general concep t o f 'nature' , no r on e for 'wilderness'. 5 If , 
as he suggests, Western environmentalism values places highly when 
they ca n be regarded a s pure nature by virtue o f being 'untouched ' 
by people, amon g Yolng u i t i s the place s recognise d a s bearing th e 
mark o f cultur e tha t ar e mos t significan t acros s th e landscape . 
Moreover, it is not panoramic vistas visible from high vantage points, 
spectacular waterfalls , o r seren e lagoon s tha t Yolng u regar d a s 
aesthetically impressive ; th e ide a o f 'beauty ' i s mor e commonl y 
connected wit h suc h thing s a s th e 'brilliance ' see n i n whit e cla y 
used a s pain t o n roc k o r huma n bodies , th e spiritua l powe r 
considered to lie within sought-after shin y grey-pink pieces of quartz, 
or even th e 'fat ' o f animals , which i s connected i n Yolngu though t 
with bot h thes e latte r items . 

Here, then, is compelling evidence of the significance o f cultur e 
and language in the production of the meanings of nature. According 
to finding s i n th e Yolng u case , th e ver y materia l geograph y o f th e 
land i s understoo d differentl y amon g Europea n an d Aborigina l 
Australians. When senior Yolngu clan members drew representations 
for Nevill e Whit e o f th e relationship s betwee n physica l location s 
(often havin g place names), these were in the form o f a  central-core 
totemic site connected in the fashion o f a 'cobweb' structure to many 
other places . The relationship s thereb y depicte d sho w connection s 
that ar e meaningfu l i n term s o f th e loca l cosmology ; th e drawing s 
are no t 'maps ' i n th e sens e o f a  diagra m representin g actua l 
topographic features in relation to one another. Yet, for Yolngu, they 
depict wha t ar e regarde d a s th e mos t significan t aspect s o f th e 
relationships amon g thos e sites . 

If Australia n Aborigina l group s suc h a s th e Yolng u produc e 
images tha t privileg e perceive d spiritua l qualitie s o f nature , a s 
Michele Dominy's discussion of colonial New Zealand also suggests, 
it has been explicitly cartographic representations o f land that hav e 
been pivota l i n th e establishmen t o f settle r cultures . I n th e 
Australian context , w e migh t not e tha t map s ofte n 'concea l th e 
histories' of Indigenous peoples — '[s]uch is the power of cartography ' 
(Birch 1996 : 180) . Norma n Etherington' s chapte r i n thi s volum e 
considers such issues in southern Africa, finding that during the early 
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colonial period a  number o f maps constructe d a  myth o f an empt y 
land rip e for Europea n intrusion , indeed , Ethenngto n suggest s tha t 
the maps can be understood a s achieving 'genocide by cartography' , 
m relatio n t o th e extan t Africa n population s o f th e earl y 1800 s 

Maps produced between 183 0 and 185 0 are revealed as distorting 
the landscape o f southern Afric a i n a  fashion tha t bot h reduce s th e 
real geographic expanse to be colonised and inaccurately depict s th e 
location o f Africa n triba l groups  Th e latte r ar e show n a s being a t 
war wit h on e another , and/o r alread y reduce d i n numbe r prio r t o 
the Great Trek of the Boers, which began the transformation o f thi s 
region's political geography Give n that nineteenth-century map s in 
southern Afric a combine d presentatio n o f informatio n wit h wha t 
has bee n describe d a s a  'laten t sens e o f desir e o r wis h fulfilment ' 
(Stiebel 199 8 64) , Norma n Ethenngto n read s th e map s h e ha s 
examined a s texts , whic h reproduc e 'th e dream s o f [European ] 
colonisation' i n the way they represent th e land emptied o f Africa n 
peoples Shrinkin g certai n geographi c distance s mad e group s suc h 
as th e Pedi , Swaz i an d Vend a disappea r m  th e imagination s o f th e 
colonisers, reinforcin g th e justificator y colonia l perspectiv e tha t 
these populations had been obliterated by Zulu and other aggressors 
The map s helpe d codif y m  textua l form , an d thereb y adde d grea t 
weight to , th e propositio n tha t 'pandemonium ' rage d acros s th e 
southern African landscape prior to the arrival of Europeans Drawin g 
on his knowledge of South African history , Ethenngton suggest s tha t 
certain map s exaggerate d th e presenc e an d importanc e o f th e 
particular group s tha t wer e know n t o missionarie s an d colonia l 
officials 

While late r map s correcte d suc h misrepresentations , i t woul d 
seem that historians continue d to rely on the cartography produce d 
during thi s critica l 20-yea r period o f Sout h Africa n histor y T o th e 
extent that the maps constitute 'mental pictures' that 'stil l dominat e 
our imaginations' , t o use Ethermgton's wording , they are texts tha t 
distort understandin g o f th e geopolitica l an d cultura l struggle s 
central t o th e historica l productio n o f Sout h Africa n societ y Thi s 
applies a s much t o the spatia l representation o f Voortrekker route s 
of intrusio n a s t o th e locatio n o r absenc e o f Africa n groups , 
Ethermgton's concludin g poin t i s tha t whe n a  ma p represent s th e 
geographic spread o f the Grea t Trek , usin g a  network o f thick line s 
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to cover the image of the land, the importance o f maps as texts tha t 
signify colonia l desire s an d priorities i s further demonstrated . 

The 'pointedl y politica l function ' (Stiebe l 1998 : 64) of mappin g 
land in settler societie s o f the 1800 s was rarely challenged, based as 
it wa s o n Europea n colonia l ideolog y o f th e time , whic h wa s 
unambiguously dominant . However , b y th e secon d hal f o f th e 
twentieth century , i n bot h souther n Afric a an d Australasia , wha t 
Terence Range r (1997 : 64 ) term s th e 'casua l triumph ' o f Whit e 
inscriptions o f settle r landscape s ha d becom e subjec t t o challeng e 
and dispute . Followin g o n fro m Ranger' s (1996 ) innovativ e 
comparative work, Jane Carruthers's chapter in this volume considers 
the cas e o f nationa l parks , showin g thes e t o hav e becom e highl y 
contested 'symboli c landscapes' in both South Africa an d Australia . 
Late i n th e twentiet h century , th e Kalahar i Gemsbo k an d Ulur u -
Kata Tjuta deser t areas have proved to be sites for vigorous contests^ 
over practica l lan d us e an d associate d symboli c meanings . While ^ 
settler-descendants wit h environmentalis t aspiration s have ' 
envisioned 'parks ' a s refuge s fo r threatene d natura l landscapes , 
descendants o f those colonised have sought t o reclaim thes e space s 
as part o f thei r cultura l heritage . 

Carruthers ha s interrogate d historica l text s t o revea l how < 
national parks can thus be 'divisive institutions'.6 Bot h San Bushmen" 
and Aboriginal people have been displaced over time from such landsf 
Small groups of San were able to live within th e Kalahari Gemsbof e 
National Par k afte r it s forma l establishmen t i n 1931 ; however , 
during the 1940s , they would be evicted t o a  nearby reserve i f par k 
wardens determine d the y wer e no t livin g 'traditional ' lives . Whil e 
this criterio n wa s no doub t capabl e o f a  broad range of definitions , 
Carruthers provide s a  telling exampl e from th e 1950s : one warde n 
became incense d tha t th e Sa n group s refuse d t o wea r 'traditiona l 
dress', and evicted them because they were not a tourist attraction . 
Similarly, following the creation in 195 8 of a national park in Centra l 
Australia a t Ayer s Roc k (a s Ulur u wa s the n named) , Aborigina l 
people retaine d fe w right s t o liv e o n wha t the y regarde d a s thei r 
traditional lands , an d th e are a becam e increasingl y value d a s a 
destination fo r tourists. 7 

However, b y 198 5 ther e ha d bee n a  controversia l decisio n t o 
return ownershi p o f th e Centra l Australia n par k t o the 'traditiona l 
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owners'. I n 1999 , a  communit y o f som e 30 0 Sa n peopl e similarl y 
won a  land clai m ove r approximatel y 25,00 0 hectares o f the Kalahar i 
Gemsbok Park . I n bot h cases , th e land s hav e bee n lease d bac k t o 
the government , though , mor e s o tha n i n th e Sout h Africa n case , 
Aboriginal group s hav e place d condition s o n touris t acces s an d 
activities. Jan e Carruther s speculate s o n whethe r th e descendant s 
of hunter-gathere r Sa n group s wil l com e t o forcefull y asser t simila r 
cultural right s ove r th e Kalahar i landscape , give n th e mor e comple x 
history o f Africa n farmer-settlers ' intrusions , a s wel l a s th e legacie s 
of Europea n colonialism . Yet , despit e suc h differences , thi s excellen t 
comparative chapte r demonstrate s ho w th e deser t land s i n bot h 
countries ar e attributed quit e anothe r significanc e b y settle r citizens . 
While th e wide r society' s notio n o f 'parks ' rest s o n th e importanc e 
of preservin g natur e an d attractin g tourists , fo r subalter n group s 
descended fro m thos e colonise d th e land s clearl y cons t i tu t e 
traditional loc i o f spiritua l meaning s a s wel l a s instrument s fo r th e 
assertion o f postcolonia l cultura l rights . Thes e ar e case s o f intens e 
intellectual struggl e ove r th e cultura l an d symboli c meaning s o f 
landscapes i n tw o settle r societie s wi t h paralle l thoug h divers e 
histories. 

In th e ligh t o f th e discussion s i n thi s volum e abou t contestin g 
visions, representation s an d understanding s o f lan d an d nature , th e 
final essa y fro m Pau l Carte r seek s a  wa y o f theoris in g suc h 
fundamental cul tura l difference s i n th e perceptio n o f sociall y 
meaningful spaces . Well known fo r developin g what h e terms 'spatia l 
history' (Carte r 1987 , 1996) , Carte r interrogate s aspect s o f Wester n 
intellectuality t o establish it s approach t o thi s matter . I n the chapte r 
presented here , h e comment s o n ho w cartograph y a s a  'graphi c 
language' shape s a  particular understandin g o f land an d space . Maps , 
he says , construc t space s i n advanc e o f thei r empirica l exploration ; 
they represen t spac e a s points , withou t tellin g u s abou t wha t lie s 
between. I n th e contex t o f settle r societies , map s als o territorialis e 
geographic space , suc h tha t cartograph y i s connecte d wit h th e 
mythopoeic foundation s o f imperialism . 

The example s i n Pau l Carter' s chapte r ar e drawn fro m Australia . 
He describe s th e historica l ma p o f Ne w Sout h Wale s b y Firs t Flee t 
surveyor, Willia m Dawes , a s a  graphi c an d literar y device , whic h 
foreshadows th e joinin g togethe r o f discontinuou s lines . The regio n 
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intended fo r exploratio n i n the winter o f 179 1 was drawn in such a 
way that i t would ultimately consis t of continuous lines and clearly 
defined, encompasse d territories . However , Carte r als o link s th e 
nature o f such earl y colonia l ground plans with issue s arising mor e 
than 20 0 years late r i n th e tas k o f urba n desig n fo r contemporar y 
Australian cities . Against what he sees as the continuous cultur e of 
cartography i n settle r societies , h e suggest s possibilitie s fo r a  'ne w 
ichnography'. Derive d fro m ichnos,  a  Greek wor d meanin g 'track' , 
this manne r o f intellectuall y mappin g spac e woul d embod y ' a 
different conceptio n o f migration , placin g an d residence' . Thi s i s a 
conceptually ambitiou s chapter , whic h seek s way s o f markin g 
movement int o ground plans and refining a  graphic method capabl e 
of indicating places in a non-territorial way. Typical of Paul Carter' s 
innovative writings, the chapte r encourage s reader s t o break free of 
habitual an d familia r way s o f understandin g ho w th e meaning s o f 
places are constructed: afte r readin g it, I  was inclined t o re-read th e 
other chapter s i n thi s volume , bearing it s propositions i n mind . 

The contributions to this book thus illustrate a set of theoretica l 
and methodologica l approache s t o th e stud y o f land , cultur e an d 
identity that both diverge and intersect. In presenting the collection , 
we see k t o provid e furthe r impetu s fo r wha t ha s bee n describe d 
(Darian-Smith e t al . 1996 : 18 ) a s potentiall y a  'ric h ne w bod y o f 
comparative work' , investigatin g particula r settle r societie s \with 
overlapping colonia l histories . I n a  rang e o f 'souther n landscapes' ^ 
across Australia , Ne w Zealan d an d southern Africa , th e discipline s 
of anthropology, geography , history and literary studie s collectivel y 
produce an engaging perspective on the cultural significance o f land 
and place. As Gareth Griffith s elaborate s i n th e Afterword , i f ther e 
are tensions evident between the approaches of these chapters, ther e 
is also the promise of cross-disciplinary exchange s that are mutually 
enriching and intellectually refreshing . Furthermore , this is research 
with both academi c and practical import : i t helps us t o understan d 
land an d natur e a s dispute d territorie s o f th e mind , a s wel l a s a 
material resourc e subjec t t o pragmati c negotiations . I n ou r view , 
more s o tha n i s presentl y th e case , thi s i s clearl y subjec t matte r 
worthy o f collaborativ e attentio n acros s th e humanitie s an d socia l 
sciences. 

file:///with
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Notes 

1 Whethe r thos e who constitut e th e Irish Diaspora in South Africa (Akenso n 
1993; Cooga n 2001 ) ar e similarl y intereste d i n thei r Europea n 'roots ' i s 
an interesting question . A  Durban-based historia n wh o has for some year s 
convened th e 'Irelan d an d Souther n Afric a Project ' suggest s (D . P . 
McCracken, persona l communication , 8  Augus t 2002 ) that , whil e ther e 
have i n recen t decade s bee n substantia l number s o f citizen s seekin g t o 
trace thei r Iris h genealogica l connections , thi s ha s les s t o d o wit h a n 
interest i n discoverin g a n intriguin g aspec t o f identi t y tha n wit h 
potentially gettin g a n Iris h passpor t fo r us e shoul d White s hav e t o leav e 
the country . I f thi s analysi s i s correct , i t reflect s differen t dynamic s o f 
identity betwee n souther n Afric a an d othe r settle r societie s considere d 
in Catherin e Nash' s chapter . 

2 Se e th e contribution s fro m a  numbe r o f commentator s (NZAS A 1990 ) 
to 'Cultura l politic s i n Ne w Zealand' , Anthropology  Today  6(3) , 1990 . 

3 Vald a Biundel l (1994 ) ha s als o writte n o n thi s issu e i n th e contex t o f 
Canadian Nativ e cultures . 

4 Se e th e followin g comprehensiv e interne t sit e fo r informatio n regardin g 
Yothu Yindi : http : //www.yothuyindi.com/culture.htm l 

5 Whil e a  simila r poin t ha s bee n mad e fo r man y Africa n languages , whic h 
are sai d t o 'hav e n o prope r term s fo r "landscape " o r "nature " i n th e 
abstract sens e o f th e Europea n equivalents ' (Lui g an d vo n Oppe n 1997 : 
21), i t i s als o eviden t tha t th e concep t o f wildernes s migh t b e regarde d 
as centra l t o bot h traditiona l an d Christia n religiou s discourse s i n 
southern Afric a (Mukunyor a 2000) . 

6 Jan e Carruther s (1995 ) ha s previousl y develope d thi s typ e o f analysi s 
in he r wor k o n Kruge r Nationa l Par k i n Sout h Africa . 

7 I n hi s compariso n o f Ulur u wit h Matopo s Nationa l Par k i n Zimbabwe , 
Terence Range r (1996 : 158 ) similarl y describe s frustratio n amon g 
'indigenous hunter s an d gatherers ' an d Africa n farmer s i n regar d t o 
park regulation s an d exclusions, - i t woul d appea r tha t durin g th e 1950 s 
and 1960s , 'hundred s o f Africa n families ' wer e evicte d fro m th e 
Matopos (Range r n.d. : 5 , fn7) . 
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