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1 
A First Taste of Hong Kong in the 1950 s 

I t was in February 1951 that our last group of missionaries made thei r 
way t o Hon g Kon g fro m Nanchang , th e capita l cit y o f Jiangx i 

Province. Some o f the olde r missionarie s had alread y lef t i n earl y 1949 as 
the civil-wa r fighting i n China dre w nearer t o tha t province . None o f us, 
however, ha d bee n force d t o leav e b y th e ne w Communis t government , 
which reache d Nanchan g i n mid-194 9 an d proclaime d fina l victor y ove r 
the Nationalists i n October of that year . 

The fact was that social conditions did improve after the Communist s 
took over . Non e o f th e atrocitie s w e ha d bee n taugh t t o expec t i n fac t 
occurred. Inflatio n eased , th e econom y picke d up , la w an d orde r wer e 
restored, an d facilitie s suc h a s electricity , roads , communication s an d 
transport wer e greatl y improved . W e ha d n o mean s o f knowing whethe r 
this was true of all areas of China, bu t Jiangxi was special. Nanchang ha d 
been th e headquarter s o f the popula r Chou En-La i (Zho u Enlai) , and w e 
missionaries wer e fortunate tha t th e ma n pu t i n charge o f our affair s ha d 
been educated i n a missionary college in Shanghai, knew how to deal with 
foreigners, and helped us with much useful advice on how to deal with th e 
new government. On the surface, everything seemed fine, and no Chinese, 
not even the army, seemed to mind the foreigners among them, even though, 
theoretically i f not i n fact , th e Britis h an d othe r Europea n resident s wer e 
enemy aliens , especiall y whe n wa r brok e ou t betwee n Nort h an d Sout h 
Korea under the auspices of the United Nations. During that war , a son of 
one of our Chinese church elders was killed while fighting for North Korea, 
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and was given a hero's funeral. However , towards the end of 1950, rumours 
reached u s tha t al l missionarie s woul d b e leavin g China , an d that , 
presumably, th e Britis h Governmen t ha d advise d al l Britis h national s t o 
leave. Ou r Chines e friend s als o advise d u s t o leave , fo r ou r ow n safety , 
although the government never treated us as enemies. Nevertheless, tension 
was high because of the war in Korea, and reluctantly we decided to trave l 
first to Hong Kong, and from there make plans to join our church members 
in Borneo . I n th e event , w e never lef t Hon g Kong , and I  have remaine d 
here for over fifty years . 

The journe y t o Hon g Kon g b y trai n t o th e borde r a t L o W u wa s 
uneventful, an d our crossing on the narrow littl e bridge from th e Chines e 
village of Shenzhen t o British-ruled Hon g Kong , on th e othe r sid e of th e 
river, wa s achieve d withou t incident . A t on e en d o f th e bridg e fle w th e 
Chinese flag, and at the other, the British Union Jack, which as I idealistically 
believed, stoo d fo r Britis h justice . But I  was wrong on tha t score , as I was 
soon to realize. 

During those first days in Hong Kong we visited members of our Hong 
Kong English-speaking church . On e o f them worke d i n th e publi c work s 
department o f the Hon g Kon g government . H e tol d u s of the corruptio n 
that overruled all laws and policies in Hong Kong. I personally was shocked, 
because I had expected to find Hong Kong ruled by a democratic government 
with a  reputation fo r Britis h justice . Corruption an d justic e d o no t mak e 
good companions, and I  thought our public works department friend mus t 
have been exaggerating. He was not. 

Also among the first people we met was a doctor working for the Hong 
Kong government, a European, who confirmed what the expatriate employee 
of the public works department had told us. He advised me to buy a camera 
and tak e photographs o f what I  saw in tha t connection , an d give them t o 
the press. He said the only way to deal with corruption was to make senior 
officials 'ho t unde r th e collar ' a s he pu t it . I  never forgo t hi s advice , bu t 
unfortunately a t that time I was unable to put it into practice, partly because 
I could not afford t o buy a camera, and partly because of our church's stric t 
rules against women speaking up. My former husband would not even allow 
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me t o write letter s t o anyone excep t relative s an d persona l friends . A s t o 
criticizing the government, we Christians were supposed to concentrate o n 
heavenly, not earthl y affairs , an d I  was thus not allowe d to write letters t o 
the press about the injustice s I  witnessed. 

We had been i n Hong Kong only a few days when a  group of Chinese 
people cam e t o se e u s a t th e Soldier s an d Sailor s Hom e wher e w e wer e 
staying. They asked us to remain in Hong Kong and work with their church 
in a squatter community in the Wong Tai Sin area, known as Kai Tak New 
Village. When we explained that we could not afford t o live in Hong Kong 
where rents were very high, they found a n illega l apartment fo r us in thei r 
squatter area , where the rent was cheap. There we soon learned abou t th e 
corruption, because every squatter had to pay the triad gangs for one thin g 
or another , an d whe n w e refuse d t o pa y 'protection ' mone y ,  a  robber y 
attempt wa s mad e o n ou r fla t i n th e villag e o n mor e tha n on e occasion . 
Robbers i n thos e day s usuall y wen t fo r smal l things , eve n fo r sock s an d 
other clothing , though we did have our bicycles stolen from th e veranda h 
of the fla t o n th e secon d store y of the house . These were late r recovered , 
more, I suspect, because we were foreigners than because of good detection 
by th e police . Foreigner s coul d escap e injustice s whil e Chines e live d i n 
constant fea r o f injustice . Th e squatter s live d unde r constan t harassmen t 
for due s t o b e paid , b y triad s wh o acte d lik e ta x collector s fo r corrup t 
government officials , with whom they shared their loot. To rob a European 
was rather risky. The government had no wish to allow the outside world to 
know what passed for British justice in those corrupt days. 

My frustration a t not being able to speak up about these injustices was 
only one of the reasons why I  became disenchanted wit h our church and , 
eventually, in 1955,1 quit that church forever. That led to the breakdown of 
my marriage. I  found i t impossibl e t o live my life i n silence i n the face o f 
injustice, no r coul d I  continue t o accep t th e church' s Paulin e teaching , 
which seeme d t o have littl e t o d o with th e teachin g o f Jesus. It s narrow -
mindedness was intolerable. 

Once fre e fro m th e bondag e o f the church , I  was able t o investigat e 
more deepl y th e corruptio n an d injustice s permitte d b y th e colonia l 
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government. Bu t at this juncture I  must point ou t that I  had no intentio n 
of causing troubl e o r o f 'overthrowing' th e governmen t a s some colonial s 
seemed to imagine. Political change seemed to me to be the responsibilit y 
of th e Chines e themselves . I f they wer e conten t wit h th e government , I 
would merely devote mysel f to trying to alleviate the wors t injustices , an d 
in this part of my book I  shall relate what I  remember of some of them. 



14 
Is the Independent Commission Against Corruption 

(ICAC) Succeeding in Its Mission? 

T his i s a questio n frequentl y aske d b y researcher s int o th e Hon g 
Kong corruption phenomenon . I  believe tha t everyon e i n Hon g 

Kong (includin g myself ) wh o wa s familia r wit h th e situatio n befor e th e 
ICAC wa s set up , would giv e a  hearty 'Yes ' to tha t question . Hon g Kon g 
has become a different world , in which even young children are taught th e 
evils o f corruption eithe r a t schoo l o r on television . Corrup t peopl e no w 
know tha t thei r activitie s ar e i n jeopardy , thoug h som e stil l continu e t o 
take th e risk . Man y o f th e guilt y partie s fle d Hon g Kong , som e goin g t o 
Taiwan where there i s no extradition agreemen t wit h Hong Kong. Others 
settled i n Canad a o r th e Unite d State s an d elsewhere . Hones t peopl e i n 
the governmen t ar e no w fre e t o repor t corruptio n withou t fea r o f bein g 
fired. Most important is the fact that aggrieved persons can go personally to 
the ICAC without fear that they themselves will become the accused persons 
instead of the real culprits. 

Many peopl e i n Hon g Kon g believ e tha t i t wa s I  who succeede d i n 
setting up the ICAC, but that i s only partially true. No doubt my constant 
efforts eventuall y reache d th e ear s of those official s wh o did care , and n o 
doubt th e riot s o f 196 6 an d 196 7 convince d th e powers-that-b e tha t 
something ha d t o b e don e i f Hon g Kon g wa s t o maintai n it s stability . 
However, withou t th e appointmen t o f Governor Murra y MacLehose , i t is 
doubtful tha t th e proble m woul d hav e bee n tackled . MacLehos e wa s a 
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different kin d of Governor, being a diplomat, not a colonial of the old school 
that care d littl e abou t th e right s o f th e loca l peopl e i n th e colonie s the y 
ruled. Too many governors of colonies had been racists and interested only 
in making money during thei r ter m o f office. Governo r MacLehos e was a 
good choice because he had served in the diplomatic corps in China, could 
speak Chinese , an d love d Chines e culture . Moreover he wa s scrupulously 
honest, hardworking , an d a  ma n wh o kne w hi s ow n min d an d ha d th e 
determination to achieve what he set out to do. His appointment of Alistair 
Blair-Kerr t o hea d th e inquir y int o th e Pete r Godbe r corruptio n scanda l 
was a  good choic e too . I  had see n suc h inquirie s man y time s bu t di d no t 
trust the m becaus e the y seeme d t o ai m a t coverin g th e fact s rathe r tha n 
exposing the truth. For once this was not the case, and the inquiry exposed 
the pyrami d o f corruption tha t existe d fro m th e to p t o th e botto m o f th e 
civil service. 

Although I  was very happ y t o se e th e settin g u p o f th e ICAC , I  did 
point out some misgivings I had about its early beginnings. On the day the 
ICAC was introduced t o the public on television i n 1974 , the head o f the 
ICAC, Sir Jack Cater, went on the air saying that he believed that 'the vast 
majority o f civi l servant s ar e no t corrupt. ' Als o speakin g o n th e T V 
programme, I opposed that attitude, pointing out that his job was to accept 
the possibilit y tha t th e whol e civi l servic e wa s corrup t unti l h e ha d 
investigated al l department s t o fin d whic h o f the m were . I  was surprise d 
that, a s a  civi l servan t himself , h e di d no t kno w tha t corruptio n wa s 
widespread. However, that was not a major point. Maybe he was only trying 
to reassure thos e who remained honest . Wha t reall y troubled m e was th e 
fact tha t the new ICAC engaged some of the police from the former Polic e 
Anti-Corruption Branc h .  It would be difficult t o find a n honest person i n 
that branch, because no honest person was likely to have been seconded to 
it, since its main purpose seemed to be to protect corrupt civil servants, and 
it was notoriously mor e corrupt tha n th e police . I  always actively trie d t o 
dissuade complainants from seekin g justice from tha t Branch , because th e 
chances were that they would become the accused rather than the accusers. 
Asked by the Commissioner what I would have done in his position, I replied 
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that I  would have gone to the Anti-Corruption Branc h of the Police , told 
them to hand over the keys of the filing cabinets and to get out. In defenc e 
of his action , th e Commissione r sai d tha t h e neede d expertis e durin g th e 
early days of the ICAC, and this police branch possessed that expertise . 

I think my fears were confirmed when I took to the ICAC the case of a 
Housing Departmen t office r wh o wante d t o repor t corruptio n i n tha t 
department. W e wer e interviewe d b y a  policeman who m I  recognized a s 
being on e I  had lon g suspecte d o f corruption . Th e Housin g Departmen t 
complainant found tha t out to his grief when, soon after making his report, 
he was badly beaten up. I lodged a complaint about the case, and eventually 
the officer , a  British person, was transferred ou t of the ICAC . 

Unlike the police, who treated m e as something of an enemy, I  found 
the ICAC co-operative, and sometimes they would invite me to their office s 
to exchang e views . M y stronges t reservation s abou t th e structur e o f th e 
ICAC were that, although i t was called 'independent ' i t was by no mean s 
so in its power to administer justice. While its officers coul d independentl y 
investigate cases , they had n o power o f decision t o prosecute . That wa s a 
serious flaw, because the Prosecution Section of the Legal Department was 
notoriously corrupt . Fo r a  sizeabl e su m o f mone y the y coul d se t fre e th e 
biggest criminal s o n th e ground s tha t ther e wa s no t enoug h evidenc e t o 
prosecute. They could, and often did , water down evidence to get a lighter 
sentence for the criminal who had money to pay. In fact, they were virtually 
the judges , withholdin g whateve r evidenc e the y wishe d t o produc e th e 
sentence they wanted. To give the Legal Department the final say on whether 
or not an ICAC case could go ahead with a prosecution was equal to negating 
what the ICAC was trying to do. I opposed that policy for many years, but 
it stil l stands , althoug h fortunatel y th e corrup t officer s o f th e Lega l 
Department see m to have been ousted or retired . 

On one occasion on a visit to the ICAC, I mentioned what I considered 
to b e it s majo r flaw , it s lac k o f independenc e t o prosecute . The office r I 
spoke to agreed that the y had experienced difficulties i n prosecuting some 
very serious cases because the y were denied by the Legal Department. H e 
mentioned that the case of a very senior British policeman, whom they had 
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investigated and found to be corrupt, had been rejected by the Prosecutions 
Section. Frustrated , th e ICA C appeale d t o London , an d eventuall y th e 
policeman wa s trie d an d foun d guilty . Th e argumen t give n b y th e Hon g 
Kong government was that i t was dangerous to put so much power into th e 
hands o f one department, namel y the ICAC , and ther e was some truth i n 
that argument . However, they would have been wise to clean up the Legal 
Department firs t befor e handin g suc h powers t o th e corrup t Prosecution s 
Section, becaus e som e o f th e mos t corrup t person s escape d throug h thi s 
loophole. I mentioned one such case to Sir Jack Cater. Everyone knew thi s 
person was involved i n serious corruption, bu t Si r Jack reminded m e tha t 
he di d no t hav e th e powe r t o prosecute , an d thoug h th e perso n I  name d 
was suspected, he had i n fact retire d and lef t Hon g Kong . 

I have been asked recently by a researcher why it appeared that Britis h 
civil servants were seldom prosecuted. Did they have special privileges? To 
that I  ca n onl y answe r 'Yes' , and explai n tha t fro m it s earlies t days , th e 
colonial system in Hong Kong afforded Extraterritoria l Rights to the British 
and occasionall y t o thei r ric h Chines e friends . Thos e rights , originall y 
intended t o protec t Britis h citizen s residin g a t th e treat y port s i n Chin a 
from th e harsher law s of China a  century ago , seem to have been abused , 
and eve n no w ther e ar e complaint s tha t European s ar e favoured bot h i n 
decisions not to prosecute and, in some courts, even in sentencing. However, 
I am sure that th e Judiciary unti l th e en d o f the colonia l period , i n 1997 , 
would have denied that . 

Another weaknes s o f the ICA C i s its lack o f power ove r triads , wh o 
form the main middle-men for corrupt civil servants, especially policemen. 
The ICAC can only deal with cases where it can be proved that money has 
been hande d over . Som e polic e wh o ha d bee n fire d fo r corruptio n afte r 
being caugh t by the ICA C becam e comrade s with triads , working i n vic e 
dens, o r even runnin g vic e dens themselves . Others foun d job s as strong-
arm me n protectin g vic e den s o r night-club s fro m attac k b y riva l gangs . 
Even some serving policemen have been found ostensibly enjoying a  night 
off duty at a  night club, but have opened fire on behalf o f the proprietor of 
the club. Through these contacts i t is simple for triads to hand over money 
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to police, and a s triad crimes are under police jurisdiction, th e ICA C ca n 
do nothin g t o preven t corruptio n operatin g throug h thi s channel . 
Throughout m y year s o n th e Legislativ e Council , I  alway s pushe d th e 
proposal t o exten d ICA C jurisdictio n t o cover contro l o f triads , but tha t 
request wa s always rejected b y the government . The excus e given for thi s 
refusal wa s that i t would 'damage the moral e o f the police' . My argumen t 
has been the reverse, that i t would enhance ou r respect for the police, and 
I am sure that any honest policeman would agree. I can only suspect that i t 
would upset corrupt police who make use of the triads. 

During the corrupt days before the ICAC came into being, a lady related 
to the police came to my office to tell me how the system with triads worked. 
In thos e days , a  senio r policema n expecte d a  bi g brib e t o recommen d a 
junior for promotion to a high rank. Police who wanted promotion but did 
not have the money to pay for i t would seek a loan from a  triad gang in the 
district. Th e mor e vic e ther e wa s i n th e district , th e highe r th e pric e o f 
promotion would be. This lady had a  record of the price of a promotion i n 
the mos t vice-ridde n district s suc h a s Mongko k an d Wanchai . Th e 
policeman, having obtained the money to pay for his promotion, then ha d 
an obligatio n t o th e triad s t o protec t the m agains t an y lega l action . Thi s 
was obviously true, for the higher-ranking police then were the worst, while 
honest polic e tende d t o be stuck i n the lowe r ranks o r were even sacked . 
Anyone who reported triad activities in the district then became the victim, 
because th e polic e woul d forewar n th e triad s tha t someon e ha d reporte d 
them. I  remember on e man wh o reported drug-traffickin g b y his Yaumat i 
district neighbourhood, well known for its corruption. Soon after, the triads 
went to his house and beat him up badly. I saw his condition. His face an d 
eyes were black. He complained tha t the police had informed th e triads of 
the name and address of the man who had reported them, but he asked me 
not t o take action on the case because obviously the police would protec t 
the triads and not the informant. I t happened once to me, when I reported 
quite a  minor case of triad actio n by a landlady on her tenant . The polic e 
must have given my name t o her because she came to my office t o blam e 
me for making a report to the police. 
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In fact , th e connectio n betwee n triad s and police was so close tha t i t 
seemed essential that the two issues should come under one jurisdiction i n 
law, tha t is , under th e ICAC . I  am convince d eve n no w tha t corruptio n 
cannot be stamped out unless triads are dealt with by some other body than 
the police, preferably the ICAC, because corruption and triads are so closely 
linked i t is doubtful whethe r the police will ever be able to succeed so long 
as many of their members have triad connections. Even so, the situation is 
far less serious than i t was in the bad old days of corruption, and some triad 
syndicates have been brought to book. 

The triad-polic e connectio n wa s clearl y expose d i n th e lat e 1970s , 
when larg e numbers o f police wer e being charge d wit h corruptio n i n th e 
Yaumati Frui t Marke t business . Everyone knew abou t th e corruption tha t 
was rife in that wholesale market , which was controlled by triads who paid 
over larg e sums in bribes t o the police t o loo k the othe r way . Arrested b y 
the ICAC , many of the junior police were convicted an d imprisoned , bu t 
their evidenc e clearl y indicate d tha t arrest s o f top police woul d probabl y 
have had to be made soon. Then the totally unexpected happened. A larg e 
group of police officers entered the offices o f the ICAC and began to attack 
the ICAC officers an d throw plants pots at glass panes. An acquaintance of 
mine who had been a  detective i n my home town and had come to Hon g 
Kong t o joi n th e ICA C tol d m e tha t h e ha d bee n i n Hon g Kon g onl y a 
week when the attack took place and he had been pushed around . He said 
he coul d hav e identifie d ever y on e o f th e polic e h e sa w involve d i n th e 
incident, bu t th e identit y parade never too k place , because th e Governo r 
was forced to declare an amnesty. Another friend, a member of the Legislative 
Council a t tha t time , told me that th e police had threatene d t o join wit h 
the triads and there would be a united mutiny by police supported by triads 
unless th e arrest s stoppe d an d a n amnest y wa s grante d t o police . I  wa s 
disappointed that the Governor caved in, but apparently he had no choice. 
If th e polic e ha d mutinied , la w an d orde r woul d hav e broke n dow n 
completely. I  believe that thi s amnesty greatly reduced the effectiveness o f 
the ICAC, because it showed the extent of triad connections, and the lengths 
to whic h corrup t policeme n woul d g o t o protec t th e racket s the y wer e 
involved in . 
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There hav e bee n a  few cases o f corruption i n th e ICA C itself , bu t i t 
appears that the Commission does not spare its own people, and some have 
been fire d o r charged . S o one ca n sa y that i t stil l does a  good job . In th e 
meantime, the public at large is no longer plagued with demands for bribes 
on every occasion to obtain licences or whatever they need from governmen t 
officials. Tha t cance r i s under control, and for tha t we can all be thankful . 
Now when I talk to taxi drivers they all say they are thankful t o be rid of the 
corruption that once troubled them. The ICAC provided support for honest 
people, and at heart I  believe the vast majority o f people are honest. Police 
are now better educate d an d mor e efficien t a s well as better paid . I  would 
now like to see action taken to prevent police accumulating gambling debts, 
as many have committed suicide for that reason. I think i t would be bette r 
if an y policema n gettin g int o deb t wer e give n on e chanc e t o chang e hi s 
ways, and then sacked i f he fails to do so. Once police become compulsiv e 
gamblers there is no way they can be kept out of corruption or involvement 
with triads . 

The rule of law demands honesty i n the disciplined forces . 



20 
Why Write About Democracy? 

v I  thin k . . . al l tha t allege d democrac y i s nothing bu t a  fraud, ' sai d 
I Fide l Castro, president of Cuba, in a published conversation with a 

Catholic priest, Frei Betto, in 1986 . 
Castro had been called a cruel dictator by the United States press, but 

he had no means of responding t o the accusatio n throug h th e same press. 
During his conversation, he explained to the priest the difficulty i n putting 
the truth before the American public and that he had come to the conclusion 
that, 'Whe n you speak of freedom o f the press you are really talking abou t 
freedom to own the mass media: a true dissenter from the system will not be 
allowed to write for the most renowned United States newspapers.' He was 
referring t o the Washington Post, the New York  Times and other prestigiou s 
newspapers. 

Was Castro right? I read in a magazine issued recently that the Unite d 
States medi a ar e al l controlle d b y a  conglomerat e o f si x companies , al l 
investing in each other's shares, and all singing the same political tune. I do 
not kno w i f thi s i s true , bu t suspec t tha t i t is . Som e American s hav e 
researched the facts and know what i s going on, but most people read only 
the local press or watch the news on television; consequently they have no 
means of knowing the truth about what their country is doing or why things 
are done a  certain way. 

In recent years, only a selected number of newspapers have been allowed 
to report on America's wars of foreign intervention, such as that in Iraq and 
in the 'humanitarian intervention' in Kosovo. Generally speaking, in foreign 
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adventures o f thi s kind , American s ar e allowe d t o hea r onl y wha t give s 
them 'feel-good ' information . 

That brings me to the question I put as the title to this chapter, namely, 
'Why write a book about democracy? ' 

We people of Hong Kong have long been deprived freedom of the press, 
not b y the present governmen t o f the Hong Kong Special Administrativ e 
Region (HKSAR) , but by Westernized editors, journalists or reporters who 
belong to the same political camp and mis-name themselves 'democrats' . 

Before the reunification o f Hong Kong with Mainland China i n 1997, 
the English-language newspaper, the South China Morning Post was supportive 
of the colonial government, but at least i t would sometimes print contrar y 
views. The other English language newspaper, the Hong Kong Standard was 
quite libera l and would print both sides of the political scene. Alas, this is 
no longer the case. The 'Standard 1 has not only changed it s editors but also 
its name ; fo r a  while i t wa s calle d iMail,  but i s renamed The  Standard  in 
2002. Now bot h thes e newspaper s rejec t mos t view s tha t ar e no t i n lin e 
with the Western idea of democracy. Hence we no longer have press freedom. 
And tha t i s the reason why I  now have t o write articles or even books i f I 
want to get anything across to the public. I am fully aware that what I  write 
now wil l be read by relatively few people. In fact, I  feel lik e a person wh o 
has just had both hands cut off in an accident, an d tha t when I  write I  am 
just lettin g of f steam . Still , wh o knows , mayb e someon e wil l read wha t I 
write some day, and at leas t I  have made the effort . 

Throughout m y fifty year s residence in Hong Kong I have done muc h 
of my work through the press. Whenever I  felt strongly on any legislation , 
or whenever I found people being unjustly treated , I would expose the issue 
or injustice through the press, and at the same time write to the government 
department concerned calling for action. That method actually worked well 
because, without boasting, I  think I  can claim to have had a hand i n many 
legislative change s i n Hon g Kong , fro m housin g t o education , t o socia l 
welfare, t o lega l aid , and , mos t importan t o f all , i n helpin g t o dea l wit h 
corruption which was at the root of most social problems. 

Now, since 1997 , when people meet me on the street, they ask me why 
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I no longer write to the press. That's a good question, and my only reply is: 
'The newspaper s wil l seldo m prin t wha t I  say, and ar e onl y intereste d i n 
anti-government o r anti-Chin a issues. ' I n fac t I  stil l d o writ e t o bot h 
newspapers, but the English-language press, particularly iMail omits almost 
anything tha t doe s not fi t i n with thei r ow n ideology . Of course , I  realize 
that editor s canno t prin t everythin g tha t anyon e want s t o write , bu t th e 
change of heart on the part of this particular newspaper i s too blatant for i t 
not t o b e politicall y controlle d b y anti-Chin a elements . Othe r peopl e I 
know have also complained tha t they cannot ge t their letters printed . 

In fact, i t i s so obvious that something i s wrong, that I  even wonder if 
they have som e connections wit h th e so-calle d 'democrat ' cam p which i s 
now so undemocratic itself . 

In fact , coul d ther e b e some CIA activity ? I f not, Hon g Kon g woul d 
probably b e th e onl y forme r colon y tha t ha s no t suffere d interferenc e b y 
the West, especially by the United States . 

I have raised that las t issue elsewhere i n this book . 



26 
Economic Colonialism 

I n Chapte r 2 3 I mentioned th e political philosophy o f Machiavelli , 
that 'any political means, no matter how unscrupulous, is justified i f 

it is intended t o strengthen th e power of any state.' This philosophy i s not 
dead. It has been the aim of successive American presidents during most of 
the twentiet h centur y an d especiall y i n th e fift y year s sinc e th e Secon d 
World War. When, afte r th e Gulf War, President Bush , Senior, talked of a 
'New Worl d Order ' h e wa s promising nothin g new . Accordin g t o write r 
Joel Bainerman in his book The Crimes of a President, this philosophy came 
directly fro m th e secre t society , 'Th e Orde r o f Skul l an d Bones' , founde d 
over a  century ag o and based i n Yale University, wher e new member s ar e 
limited to 1 5 male students annually. The philosophy of the 'Order ' i s that 
its members 'have a  strategic and mora l obligation to control the world ' 

Among the members of the Order , a  man named Henr y Stimson, th e 
mentor o f President George Bush ,  believed tha t America needed to ente r 
into militar y confrontatio n ever y thirt y year s o r so . Presiden t Theodor e 
Roosevelt wa s merel y quotin g th e Order' s philosoph y whe n h e said , a s I 
quoted i n Chapte r 23 , 'I shoul d welcom e almos t an y wa r for I  think thi s 
country needs one' . 

Looking at the history of American interference i n world affairs for the 
past fifty years , I would say that American presidents have fully carried out 
Stimson's advice . However , knowin g tha t mos t American s prefe r 
isolationism, and are not willing to sacrifice their sons on foreign battlefields , 
these military ventures have been largely carried out by covert operations , 
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except i n case s where th e Whit e Hous e wa s abl e t o convinc e th e peopl e 
that 'nationa l security ' wa s a t risk , eve n thoug h th e 'risk ' wa s no greate r 
than fea r o f an 'attack ' o n Americ a b y the tin y islan d o f Grenada, whic h 
was invade d unde r tha t pretext . Th e populatio n o f Grenad a i s les s tha n 
200,000! 

After th e Secon d Worl d War , th e American s grabbe d th e power s o f 
the former colonials that were losing their grip on their colonies. Instead of 
using gunboat s a s th e colonial s ha d done , the y use d loans , gift s t o loca l 
leaders, bribes, arms-sates, terrorist training to budding dictators, and, where 
considered necessary , threats . Whether originall y fo r thi s purpose o r not , 
they set up the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, with the 
stated intentio n o f assistin g thos e countrie s tha t ha d suffere d durin g th e 
war, or who were in need of economic assistance for development. Instea d 
of assisting those countries, the Bank and the Fund have plunged them int o 
enormous debt, so much so that they cannot pay the interest on the loans, 
let alon e repa y th e principal . I t i s tru e tha t som e leader s i n backwar d 
countries made personal gain, but the poor have been dispossessed of their 
land in many countries to make way for development that has brought them 
no benefi t bu t only suffering. I t i s encouraging t o see that man y reformis t 
groups are aware of the dangers of these world bodies, the World Bank and 
the IM F and , mor e recently , th e Worl d Trad e Organization . Th e ne w 
economic colonials had plans to go one step further with a new organization, 
the Multilateral Agreement on Investment (MAI), but even some advanced 
countries such as Canada have objected to an organization that would have 
the powe r t o overrul e th e legislatio n o f the member-government s i n th e 
event tha t foreig n corporat e bodie s wer e impede d i n thei r developmen t 
plans i n thei r countries . Demonstration s recentl y hel d i n Seattl e an d 
Washington indicat e tha t thes e worl d economic , finance , o r tradin g 
organizations will meet with opposition when they are seen to be inflictin g 
hardship rathe r tha n promotin g developmen t i n developin g o r 
underdeveloped countries . 

I am not against globalization as such because I believe that eventuall y 
our world must and should become united as a global community. However, 
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to achiev e tha t idea l situation , muc h ha s t o b e don e t o ensur e tha t th e 
results will benefit th e people of the whole world; in other words, it must be 
genuinely democratic . I n th e presen t stat e o f play , th e benefit s g o t o 
corporations, which are enriching the rich at the expense of the poor: tha t 
is, corporations are moving their businesses where land is cheap and labour 
grossly underpaid and overworked, while workers in their own more affluen t 
countries ar e losin g thei r job s t o th e slave-lik e labou r o f third-worl d 
countries. The aim s of those corporation s ar e clear , sinc e the y rejec t an y 
proposal t o introduc e socia l reform s t o protec t th e worker s o f thei r ow n 
countries o r to abolish slave conditions i n others. Clearly, their purpose is 
profit, no t worl d unity , an d the y car e no t wh o suffer s i n th e proces s o f 
achieving their aim. The ga p between rich and poor in the developed an d 
under-developed o r un-developed countries i s so wide that i t will be many 
years before w e can even consider the possibility o f full globalization . W e 
need far-sighte d statesme n t o see k a  worldwid e solutio n t o th e nee d fo r 
world democracy in which every country will get a fair deal, while benefit s 
will also reach the workers. Meanwhile we cannot allow greedy profit-making 
corporations o f th e mor e powerfu l countrie s t o dictat e th e term s o f 
globalization. Globalizatio n mus t no t mea n worl d dominatio n b y a 
superpower. 

The Unite d State s ha s enjoye d th e greates t chanc e i n th e pas t hal f 
century, having profited fro m th e sal e o f arms in th e Secon d Worl d War , 
and in their development o f defeated nation s after tha t war at the expens e 
of those who were left devastated by the war. America has never experienced 
the devastation of any war in the past one and a half centuries, that is , not 
since thei r ow n civi l war i n th e earl y 1860s . They hav e faithfull y carrie d 
out th e doctrine tha t war s are necessary, provided tha t thos e wars are no t 
on American soil . They hold the key to blackmail any country that fails to 
toe thei r line , namely, the fear o f nuclear bombs , a fear tha t prevent s an y 
country from challenging them politically or economically. As long as this 
undemocratic situation prevails, globalization can only pose a threat rathe r 
than a  benefit t o the world . 

The election of George W. Bush as the President of the United State s 
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was far from democratic, and we can expect little sense of world responsibility 
from him. George W. Bush, like his father and the members of the Order of 
Skull an d Bones , believe s th e Unite d State s ha s th e mora l obligatio n t o 
control the world. That was once the dream of British colonials. It was the 
dream of all imperialists from Alexander the Great of Macedonia to Adolph 
Hitler of Germany. The world cannot accept any more dictators, and George 
W. Bus h shoul d sto p dreamin g bu t rea d history , an d o f ho w al l imperia l 
aspirations hav e eventuall y le d t o failure . Whil e th e Unite d State s ma y 
pride itsel f as a super-power (presumin g that that i s something to be proud 
of, an d wit h tha t I  disagree), that countr y als o holds the worl d record fo r 
murder, drug addiction, crime, and divorce. 

Fortunately the world, including many Americans, is waking up to the 
dangers posed by a small covey of power-seeking corporations and politicians 
who care little for their own people and even less for those of other countries, 
and whos e hypocritica l sloga n i s 'democracy an d huma n rights' , a  clich e 
they use as an excuse for aggression wherever they please. 

In the pages that follow I  shall give examples of that aggression, which 
belie the claim that they practise democratic principles and human rights . 



Epilogue 

I f anyone had an y doubts whether Georg e W. Bush would carry ou t 
his hawkis h electio n promises , thos e doubt s mus t no w hav e bee n 

removed. He has made a splendid start by introducing his programme of tax 
relief for the long-suffering billionaires , announcing that he would pay back 
taxpayers' mone y t o th e taxpayers , especiall y t o thos e wh o leas t nee d it . 
But no t a  word ha s escape d hi s lip s t o sugges t tha t h e wil l dea l wit h th e 
problem o f th e million s o f undernourishe d an d homeles s families , a 
disproportionate number of whom are African-Americans. I f they had been 
considered ful l human beings , they might a t leas t be worthy of a roof over 
their heads . The ultra-capitalist s an d th e hawks , naturally , ar e delighted . 
George W. Bush is their man . 

Bush als o announce d hi s intentio n o f causing furthe r damag e t o th e 
environment i n the northern regions of the country to satisfy th e greed of 
industrialists. He will satisfy the Christian fundamentalists, firstly by telling 
them he is a 'born-again' Christian (an expression that to me means behaving 
like Christ though it appears to mean something quite the opposite to Bush), 
and secondly by declaring war on abortion, thus saving babies unborn, while 
his immediate bombing of Iraq showed his intention of his continuing Bil l 
Clinton's militar y policies of killing children afte r the y are born whereve r 
he thinks it is 'necessary' to carry out air strikes for the sake of US 'nationa l 
security' an d economi c interests . H e wil l als o deligh t th e arm s lobb y b y 
continuing where Reagan left off with the dangerous game called 'Star Wars'. 
This project wil l of course be a t the cos t of the poorest , sinc e he i s giving 



246 Colonial Hong Kong in the Eyes of Elsie Tu 

back money t o the riches t taxpayers . George W. Bush has to make a  good 
start to show the world that he now rules the whole universe, earth, sky and 
space. 

Bush has als o indicated , t o th e deligh t o f the gu n lobby , tha t h e wil l 
supply more sophisticated weapons to Taiwan, whether or not i t heightens 
tension wit h China , t o who m h e wil l certainl y preac h th e huma n right s 
that h e neithe r believe s i n no r demand s fro m th e dictatorship s o f thos e 
countries tha t open up their economies to US corporations . 

Bush ha s als o mad e i t clea r tha t Nort h Kore a i s i n lin e fo r anothe r 
round of suffering an d isolation, or maybe worse. In March 2001 , an article 
by Washington Post correspondent Greg Torode appeared in the Hong Kong 
press. Referring t o the peace talks between North and South Korea, which 
had raised high hopes in Asia of peace and cooperation, Torode said:'Bus h 
has no t rule d ou t a  future dialogu e wit h Nort h Korea , bu t ha s expresse d 
doubt whether the country is open enough for the United States to consider 
entering int o formal negotiations. ' Bus h did not clarif y wha t he mean t b y 
'open', bu t i f the ter m follow s th e U S meanin g world-wide , h e probabl y 
meant 'ope n fo r American corporation s t o exploit , an d fo r CIA agent s t o 
expand their espionage network'. As an aside, I query what God-given right 
the US government has to be the sole arbiter of negotiations i n the world . 
What, then , i s the role of the United Nations ? 

In his interview on television, part of which was shown in Hong Kong, 
Bush describe d Kore a a s a  'threat' . Questione d a s to wha t kin d o f threa t 
North Korea posed to the United States , Bush was at a loss for words. And 
no wonder ! Anyon e woul d b e a t a  los s t o visualiz e economicall y starve d 
and isolate d North Kore a posing a  threat t o an y country , le t alon e t o th e 
United States , with it s near monopol y o n ever y kind o f weapons o f mas s 
destruction. 

With hi s usua l muddied thinkin g an d hesitant communicatio n skills , 
Bush stumbled o n i n his intervie w b y responding: 'Par t o f the proble m i n 
dealing wit h Nort h Kore a i s there' s no t muc h transparency. ' H e di d no t 
clarify how much transparency he would like to see. How does one quantif y 
transparency anyhow? Was he hinting that the United States should 'do an 
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Iraq' in North Korea and have American soldiers spying out every weapon, 
as well as noting likel y places to bomb the leader out of existence, a s they 
have attempted to do in Cuba, Iraq and elsewhere? Is there any international 
law tha t require s Nort h Kore a (an d th e worl d i n general ) t o stri p itsel f 
naked fo r Unite d States ' inspection ? Wha t Nort h Kore a doe s i n it s ow n 
country i s Korea's ow n business , an d I  know o f n o cas e i n whic h Nort h 
Korea ha s attacke d an y othe r country . Th e sam e canno t b e sai d o f mos t 
countries i n the West, especially of America. 

Bush continued to stumble on in this television interview, saying: 'We're 
not certain as to whether or not they're keeping all the terms of all existing 
agreements.' He di d not mentio n whic h agreements , an d m y guess i s tha t 
he did not know of any agreements but was bluffing t o hide his ignorance . 
In any case, does North Kore a have to answer to America on keeping th e 
terms of any agreement s i t may have mad e with othe r countries ? Perhap s 
Mr Bus h woul d tak e a  loo k a t agreement s mad e b y hi s ow n countr y b y 
former president s Nixon, Ford , Carter and Reagan, that the United State s 
would 'sho w restrain t i n supplyin g weapon s o f war t o Taiwan' . Bus h ha s 
already decide d t o follo w Clinton' s ba d exampl e i n renegin g o n thos e 
agreements in promising more sophisticated weapons to Taiwan, and thereby 
jeopardizing the negotiations between the PRC and Taiwan leaders. Reunion 
with China might be in the interests of both China and Taiwan, but would 
not sui t American interests . 

Bush's secretary o f state, Colin Powell , a t thi s point i n the interview , 
came to the rescue of his stumbling president and explained: 'We have no t 
to b e naiv e abou t th e natur e o f thi s "threat" . Mr . Bus h understand s th e 
nature o f tha t regime , an d won' t b e fooled b y the natur e o f tha t regime. ' 
Was Powell hinting that Bush was being naive? Although Bush had show n 
little understanding a t all , Powell claimed that Bush fully 'understood' . 

But wha t di d Bus h understand? On e migh t hazar d a  guess tha t Bus h 
understands onl y tha t Nort h Kore a i s a  socialis t countr y an d therefor e 
automatically a  'rogu e state' , inimica l t o th e busines s interest s o f greed y 
corporations an d world power-seekers, which constitutes a  demonic sin i n 
the eyes of American hawks looking for economic prey. 
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I know little myself about North Korea, never having visited the country, 
nor me t anyon e who live s there. What I  do know i s that thing s ar e neve r 
the wa y the y ar e painte d b y critic s o f a  differen t politica l colour . Wha t 
makes m e suspiciou s o f th e critic s i s the fac t tha t socialis t countrie s lik e 
Cuba an d Nort h Kore a ar e forbidde n territor y t o visitor s fro m Wester n 
countries like America, even though those countries welcome visitors. Are 
those Western countries afraid tha t thei r citizens may find ou t that thing s 
are not so bad in the 'rogue' countries as their governments have informe d 
them? On thi s point, I was shocked to read that Britain's Princess Anne has 
been refused he r own request to visit Tibet. The reason given, that Chin a 
will 'use ' her, i s ludicrous. Do they not trus t the Princes s to make her ow n 
judgement? Rather, is it not that they are afraid that she will learn something 
to contradict their propaganda? Why talk about freedom, the right to travel, 
if the British Princess herself i s refused permissio n to do what she wishes? I 
am sure that many like myself would like to hear what she has to say, because 
we have lived long enough on mere propaganda from th e West . 

To retur n t o th e subjec t o f Presiden t Bush' s televisio n interview , I 
noticed wha t looke d lik e disma y o n th e fac e o f Sout h Korea n Presiden t 
Kim Dae-jung a t Bush' s apparen t dismissa l o f al l efforts Ki m has mad e t o 
communicate an d improv e relation s wit h hi s countryme n i n th e North . 
The hope of peace between North and South Korea was clear on the face s 
of all those visitors who were able to meet thei r families afte r fift y year s of 
separation enforce d b y interferenc e fro m th e West . I t seem s certai n tha t 
the president of South Korea is not free to make decisions for his own country. 
However, judging from his past performance, Mr Kim is not likely to give in 
to demand s b y th e U S presiden t t o ceas e th e talks . Nor ar e th e Korea n 
people likel y to accep t a  Bush dictatorship o n tha t matter . Presiden t Ki m 
has a record as a tough fighter fo r the rights of the Korean people . 

Tom Plate, writing in the South China Morning Post on 1 2 March 2001, 
said of Bush's television interview: 'In the preceding meeting with Mr. Kim, 
Mr. Bus h ha d sai d hi s administratio n wa s suspending bilatera l talk s wit h 
North Korea . So what the new American Presiden t did was to cut out Mr . 
Kim's heart.' I s that th e action of a 'born-again' Christian or a democrat? 
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Plate gav e M r Kim' s credentials , saying : 'N o matte r tha t th e Sout h 
Korean Presiden t i s muc h mor e tha n a  conventiona l democrat ; despit e 
difficulties i n his own country, this legendary former politica l prisoner and 
recent Nobel Peace Prize winner is widely admired around the world for his 
visionary efforts to end the half-century-long state of war between the failed 
communist state in the north and the successful capitalist tiger in the south.' 
Yet this newcomer on the world scene, Bush, dared to 'cut out the heart' of 
a man regarded by his country as a hero. He dared to make sweeping decisions 
on issue s he doe s not understand . On e i s reminded o f the prover b abou t 
'casting pearls before swine', or, as the Chinese would say, 'One doesn't play 
music to a  cow'. 

In fact Bush not only seems intent on further dividing North and South 
Korea, and Taiwan from China, but he has managed to create a split among 
the American people by his dubious election practices. He has opened ol d 
wounds between th e Americans o f the north an d south , and between th e 
African-Americans an d Whites , revealing th e spli t culture o f centuries. I 
have heard Americans ask with dismay: 'How on earth could the American 
people have put such a person in the White House?' Well, maybe some day 
some historians will be able to unravel that mystery . 

In th e meantime , I  can onl y conjecture tha t wit h Bus h a s president , 
the threa t t o world peace has increased . There exist s no greater danger i n 
the world than the rise to power of an incompetent leader who compensates 
for hi s inferiorit y comple x b y throwin g hi s weigh t aroun d t o sho w ho w 
great an d powerfu l h e is . To make matter s worse , Bush' s greates t suppor t 
comes from hawk s so unscrupulous tha t eve n th e toug h secretary o f state, 
Colin Powell , appears to meet with their criticism as a weakling. 

Walter Russel l Mead , i n a  recen t articl e i n th e Lo s Angeles  Times, 
apparently oppose s these American hawks , and describes their attitude i n 
these words : 'Th e Unite d State s ha s mor e powe r an d mor e mone y tha n 
anybody els e i n th e histor y o f the world , an d w e need t o use them . An d 
because we are as strong as we are, if we let others know we mean business, 
they will give in.' That same message has been relayed already to the world 
by Clinton's secretary of state, Madeleine Albright, and already quoted earlier 
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in this book. It is worthwhile repeating her message, even if only to expose 
its sheer devilry , as well as to reveal the intentio n o f the United State s t o 
build u p mor e arms . Albright said , 'What' s th e us e o f having th e world' s 
greatest military force i f you don't use it?' 

And what indeed i s the use? Which country i s next on the long list of 
victims of those weapons? What a  wonderful gif t i t would be to the world if 
someone i n tha t position would say: 'What's th e use of having the world' s 
greatest militar y force , whe n th e peopl e o f al l nation s ar e cryin g ou t fo r 
peace? Let's begin to dismantle our weapons and reduce our military strength 
which i s no longer needed. ' 


	1 A First Taste of Hong Kong in the 1950s
	14 Is the Independent Commission Against Corruption(ICAC) Succeeding in Its Mission?
	20 Why Write About Democracy?
	26 Economic Colonialism
	Epilogue



