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INTRODUCTION 
'THIS I S HONG KONG ' 

Figure 2 Streetlife , Hong Kong. 



2 A t Home With Densit y 

Just abou t ever y travel write r who has ever visited Hong Kong write s 
about th e freneti c energy , buzz , unremittin g pac e an d shee r densit y 
of city life. In Hong Kong, urban planning is ingrained in the verticalit y 
of th e societ y an d i n th e wa y o f life . Densit y i s experience d ever y 
day: i n crowde d stree t markets , lookin g acros s t o room s i n othe r 
buildings, lookin g dow n a t rooftops , insid e windowles s offices , i n 
lifts, an d elevate d walkways . Here , virtuall y an y spac e i s viewe d a s 
usable space , n o matte r ho w crowde d o r ho w ugly , o r ho w small . 
This i s a  cit y wher e a  publicl y designate d 'Recreationa l Sitting-ou t 
Area' may be little more than a  sad and lonely bench situate d in a gap 
between tw o buildings. Where there are people who stil l live or wor k 
in tin huts built on rooftops. Where garden nurseries occupy alleyways , 
shops are built under staircases and metal structures cling parasiticall y 
to th e sid e o f buildings . Lac k o f spac e bring s peopl e close r togethe r 
visually, aurally , mentally and physically; which makes i t essentiall y 
part o f th e place , th e spac e an d th e experienc e o f Hon g Kong , an d a 
vibrant, excitin g an d dynami c aspec t o f cit y life . High-densit y spac e 
translates int o huma n activity ; th e constan t movemen t an d nois e a 
stimulus t o th e senses , th e socia l fabri c an d vibrancy o f the city . Bu t 
this experienc e o f densit y expose s it s paradoxe s an d ful l rang e o f 
interpretation: i t ca n b e both positiv e an d negative ; exhilaratin g an d 
overwhelming; a n exciting or everyday experience . For all that, i t ha s 
statistically som e o f th e highes t densitie s i n th e world , th e peopl e 
who liv e here simpl y shru g an d say , 'thi s i s Hong Kong' . 

While hig h densit y i s certainl y a  phenomeno n increasingl y 
associated wit h mos t majo r citie s aroun d th e world , i n Hon g Kong , 
where onl y a  third o f th e tota l geographi c lan d mas s ca n b e use d fo r 
building,1 affordabl e space s ten d t o b e smal l throughou t th e Hon g 
Kong Special Administrative Regio n (HKSAR) . It i s hardly surprisin g 
therefore, tha t i n developing th e capacit y t o cope , Hong Kong peopl e 
have learne d t o seiz e thei r opportunitie s t o mak e th e mos t o f spac e 
and, b y breakin g widel y accepte d rule s o f spatia l convention , the y 
can transfor m almos t an y kin d o f spac e int o a  useful space . 

Despite it s lack o f space Hong Kon g is a centre o f prosperity an d 
weal th wi t h a  highe r concentra t io n o f Roll s Royce's , mobi l e 
telephones an d millionaires per square kilometre than anywhere els e 
in the world. In the street , lean-to's si t happily alongside monumenta l 
buildings and pushcarts migh t b e parked alongside luxur y cars . It is a 
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city o f contradiction s an d peculia r juxtaposition s o f ol d an d new , 
wealth an d poverty . Thi s appear s t o contradic t an y hypothesi s tha t 
density an d povert y ar e someho w mutual , o r tha t a  high-densit y 
population restrict s economi c growth . Ther e ar e certainl y som e 
advantages to density . The Hong Kong Tourism Board , which i s mor e 
inclined to describe urban Hong Kong as 'compact' rather than 'dense' , 
chooses t o reinforc e th e positiv e spatia l qualitie s o f densit y wher e 
shopping, dining , an d sightseein g ar e al l highly accessible , i n a  'Cit y 
of Life' . Thi s i s somethin g whic h Hon g Kon g peopl e undoubtedl y 
value: th e convenienc e o f shorte r trave l distance s an d greate r 
consumer choic e withi n a  concentrated area . 

Densi ty, however , i s normal l y assume d t o hav e negativ e 
connotations a s an extreme for m o f urban pathology, congestio n an d 
crowding. In the West, overcrowding and design, or rather bad design , 
has bee n mad e culpable , o r a t leas t i s see n t o hav e a  major effec t o n 
the health an d behaviour o f residents. But, in Hong Kong where mos t 
of the population live s in , what i s by Western standard s low-quality , 
high-density housing, the crime rate is among the lowest in the worl d 
and socia l studie s have s o far found n o consistent finding s t o suppor t 
the patholog y o f densit y argument. 2 I t canno t b e assume d tha t th e 
experience o f spac e an d densit y wil l b e th e sam e fo r ever y one , bu t 
until thi s specifi c knowledg e o f Hong Kon g density i s unpacked i t i s 
likely i t wil l continu e t o be viewed merel y a s a exception t o the rul e 
against the prevailing dominance of Western spatia l theory and norms. 

Defining Density 

Research int o crowdin g an d densit y ha s i n th e mos t par t bee n base d 
on studie s o f Western habitat s an d th e behaviou r o f Western people . 
It is interesting to note just how often Mitchell's'stud y o n Hong Kong 
housing i s use d t o counterac t se t theorie s t o sho w ho w eve n i n the 
most densel y populate d cities , densit y doe s no t necessaril y lea d t o 
social, menta l o r physical pathologies . Significantly , i n th e summe r 
of 1967 , whe n Mitchell' s stud y wa s conducted , muc h o f th e Hon g 
Kong population wa s comprise d o f new immigrants , housin g wa s i n 
short suppl y and the territory was experiencing social instability, riot s 
and wate r shortages . The fac t tha t peopl e di d no t articulat e psycho -
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pathological stres s relate d t o densit y i s likely t o have been balance d 
by other , mor e pressin g concerns . Densit y ha s a  political an d socia l 
context bu t abov e al l i t is an experience an d a  way o f life. It is clearl y 
not a  straightforward proble m o f spatial occupancy and the allocatio n 
of X square fee t pe r person.4 Living in a crowded home with member s 
of your own family i s very different fro m sharin g a  home wit h other s 
— eve n though , technically , the y ma y occup y th e sam e amoun t o f 
space. Mitchel l observe d tha t th e leve l of emotional strai n increase d 
whenever tw o families wer e forced t o share a combined space , as was 
often th e cas e i n tenement s o r i n th e earlies t governmen t housing . 
Hong Kon g people ma y be toleran t o f living in smal l space s bu t the y 
are no t immun e t o th e effect s o f crowding . Evidently , ther e ar e 
different type s o f crowdin g an d differen t form s an d experience s o f 
density t o tak e int o account . 

Hong Kong people appear to be aroused by noise and crowd s in a 
way tha t man y Westerners cannot comprehen d an d often shu n place s 
with low-lightin g level s o r whic h ar e considere d t o b e to o quiet . 
Chinese restaurants , fo r example , ar e typicall y designe d t o reflec t a 
pre-disposition t o a  particula r environmenta l qualit y wher e larg e 
groups o f peopl e ca n mee t i n a  busy , casua l an d livel y atmospher e 
and wher e hig h level s o f lightin g furthe r ad d t o th e visua l an d aura l 
stimulus o f activity and noised There are spatial qualities, identifiabl e 
even t o a n outsider , tha t ar e characteristi c o f Hon g Kon g an d th e 
Hong Kon g lifestyle . Bu t wit h th e emphasi s o n pas t researc h firml y 
concentrated o n density as lack of space, rather than a  space that i s of 
a particula r quality , thes e environmenta l issue s hav e bee n largel y 
ignored. Likewise, despite the problems of high-density housing, Hon g 
Kong peopl e hav e show n tha t the y hav e th e capacit y t o cop e wit h 
what i s a  very difficul t spatia l desig n problem . Th e leve l o f densit y 
certainly reduce s th e desig n scop e bu t i t doe s no t totall y negat e th e 
potential fo r design in small spaces. More importantly, residents ow n 
method o f organizing, appropriating and thinking about spac e canno t 
be dismissed simply because the spaces are not recognizable as having 
been designed — in a way that is intelligible to designers. High-densit y 
space, generally viewed (an d written off ) a s a problem space , needs t o 
be re-examine d an d redefine d i n orde r t o giv e a  mor e accurat e an d 
holistic interpretatio n o f th e wa y densit y i s experienced . 

The fac t tha t studie s o f contemporar y domesti c spac e hav e no t 
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been wel l develope d withi n loca l researc h ma y b e du e i n par t t o th e 
dominance o f Western spatia l norms base d o n lower density , an d th e 
sensitivity o f somehow being seen to glorify poverty , thus demeanin g 
the respec t o f low-incom e families . Rapoport 6 talks abou t findin g a 
more usefu l knowledg e o f densit y whic h look s specificall y a t 
particular socio-cultura l groups their activities and relationship wit h 
high densit y space . If we ar e to redefine ou r knowledg e o f space , an d 
density, i t makes sense to consider in detail both the compact betwee n 
the spac e an d knowledg e o f thos e wh o liv e wit h density . Instea d o f 
focusing onl y o n th e perceptio n o f th e obviou s 'problems ' o f densit y 
it would be more usefu l t o explore the contex t an d experience o f hig h 
density livin g a s a  wa y o f lif e withi n a  socia l space . Tha t i s no t t o 
suggest tha t lac k o f spac e i s no t problematic , but , rathe r a s Lee 7 has 
observed, man y o f thes e mechanism s fo r copin g wit h densit y ar e 
unconsciously par t o f Hon g Kon g everyda y life . Spac e savin g 
techniques i n domesti c practice s relat e t o a n overal l consciousnes s 
of density within the Hong Kong lifestyle with , for example, the doubl e 
school system, 8 illegal extensions , dinin g ou t an d th e ide a o f leisur e 
as a  'stroll ' i n a  crowded shoppin g mall . 

There are social-cultural mechanism s . . . suc h a s the time-schedulin g 
of activities , th e cultura l habi t o f usin g th e sam e spac e fo r multipl e 
purposes .  . . the popula r us e o f compac t furnitur e i n th e household s 
. . . th e first-come-first-served principl e i n public service , the cultura l 
acceptance o f a  relatively clos e spatia l distanc e betwee n individuals , 
the custo m o f entertainin g friend s i n restaurant s rathe r tha n homes , 
the establishmen t o f hourly-rat e hotel s fo r couple s o r lovers t o mak e 
love, an d th e popularizatio n o f 'spac e intensive ' game s (e.g . mahjon g 
in Hon g Kon g and pachink o m  Japan). 9 

Lee's example s reflec t jus t ho w muc h th e physica l an d menta l 
processes o f densit y ar e embodie d withi n th e socia l world . Th e 
methods and mechanisms o f coping with densit y are clearly not base d 
on physica l space-savin g devices alone , but ar e everyday experience s 
reflected i n th e dwellin g process . Befor e w e ca n begi n t o loo k a t 
interior desig n i n term s o f it s visual , aestheti c qualitie s w e hav e t o 
acknowledge th e underlyin g an d contributin g factor s affectin g th e 
way Hong Kong people think abou t hig h density spac e and th e home . 
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The Hong Kong Home 

Public Housin g i n Hon g Kon g is truly a  phenomenon o f density ; th e 
statistics are staggering, the visual landscape of public housing estate s 
impressive. At its peak, when public rental housing grew to the exten t 
where it housed almos t hal f th e population, thes e homes were almos t 
too ubiquitous , to o ordinar y an d to o typica l t o be remarked upo n b y 
local people. And, once they were occupied, fo r outsiders , knowledg e 
of thes e space s was pretty muc h limite d t o th e buildin g exterio r an d 
the basi c plan . On e notabl e study , however , conducte d b y Ji m Tong , 
a University o f Hong Kon g architectural studen t i n 1970, 10 looked a t 
the way new residents of So Uk Estate appropriated thei r home-space . 
He note d o n plan , no t jus t th e arrangemen t o f the furnitur e bu t als o 
the presence o f clutte r a s an integral par t o f the space . He recognize d 
that everyda y consumptio n wa s no t jus t a  threa t t o th e orde r an d 
design o f the spac e but wa s actually a  characteristic o f the space and , 
significantly, a  reflection o f the residents' way of living in that space . 

A typical Hong Kong Housing Authority hom e ma y be small bu t 
as th e centr e o f famil y dwellin g i t stil l need s t o b e ordere d i n som e 
way t o facilitat e s o man y peopl e livin g together . I t i s als o likel y t o 
reflect aestheti c choices indicating different level s of decision-making . 
Although residents have no illusions about the quality of their home s 
their dwellin g experience make s the m a n authority o n density . The y 
have a  specifi c an d detaile d knowledg e o f spac e derive d fro m hig h 
density livin g tha t i s a  legitimate spatia l knowledge . 

But i s spatia l knowledg e th e sam e a s desig n knowledge ? 
According to Lefebvre,'' i f we continue t o use the pathology o f densit y 
argument a s a n assumptio n abou t space , w e ar e simpl y reinforcin g 
the idea, the 'mystifying notion' , tha t i t i s only the so-called 'doctor s 
of space ' —  architects , planner s an d interio r designer s —  who hav e 
the knowledg e t o someho w solv e th e problem s o f a  societ y whic h 
cannot cop e on its own. While the actua l practice of design is usuall y 
more practica l tha n i t i s mysterious , ther e i s an aur a o f an exclusiv e 
artistic creativ e knowledg e projecte d withi n th e profession. 12 Ther e 
is the perceptio n tha t a  designer' s professiona l knowledg e set s the m 
apart, a s a n exper t i n th e field . Throug h thei r experience , trainin g 
and abov e all , thei r innat e creativ e talent , a  designe r woul d kno w 
instantly ho w t o transfor m ba d desig n int o goo d desig n —  muc h 
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evidenced b y th e 'before ' an d 'after ' image s i n th e media . Designer s 
are expecte d t o b e clear-thinking , articulate , positiv e an d decisive . 
There i s als o a  genera l assumptio n the y woul d b e judgementa l an d 
critical o f ordinar y people' s homes , an d thei r attempt s a t interio r 
design. I f designer s reall y ar e 'experts ' o n spatia l organizatio n then , 
theoretically, the y shoul d alway s get i t right. However, fo r a  designe r 
the difficult y i n designin g an y residentia l spac e lie s i n predictin g 
exactly how people might respon d and behave when they are at home . 
The fac t is , designer s ar e o n unfamilia r territor y whe n dealin g wit h 
domestic space . The y attemp t t o mak e sens e o f th e proble m tha t i s 
presented to them, and which, characteristically , the y will try to mak e 
fit withi n th e framewor k o f thei r professiona l knowledge , whic h i n 
turn, i s largely base d o n Wester n spatia l norms . Eve n with th e mos t 
detailed researc h an d co-operation , ther e ar e n o guarantee s tha t 
residents wil l b e abl e t o liv e wit h th e visio n tha t th e designe r ha s 
created fo r the m o n a  day-to-da y basis . Designer s kno w tha t lon g 
after the y hav e left , th e occupie d spac e wil l chang e an d evolve . And , 
as th e resident s adjus t an d adap t th e spac e t o sui t thei r ow n wa y o f 
living, the y wil l make decision s based on criteri a tha t designer s ma y 
never hav e considered , o r indeed , understood . 

Design Knowledg e 

The hypothesi s o f thi s stud y i s tha t th e home , a s a  physicall y 
represented space , reflect s th e residents ' spatia l knowledge . Thi s i s 
clearly evidence d b y th e art iculat e respons e o f ne w residents , 
indicating bot h a  consciou s awarenes s o f spac e an d thei r proces s o f 
decision-making in relation t o the decoration an d organization o f tha t 
space. It is , however, mor e difficul t t o access this knowledge in long -
term residents . Livin g ever y da y wit h density , an d livin g a s par t o f 
the cultur e o f density , mus t contribut e t o th e individual' s everyda y 
spatial knowledge . Bu t becaus e thi s knowledg e i s somethin g the y 
take fo r grante d i t ma y b e difficul t t o articulate . I s i t possibl e t o 
articulate knowledge tha t mos t people might no t be aware they have ? 

To begin t o answer these question s thi s research mus t star t wit h 
an open mind tha t thi s knowledge, which must be articulated throug h 
language, i s onl y th e surfac e o f somethin g deeper . T o extrac t thi s 
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deeper roote d spatia l knowledg e o f physica l spac e ther e i s onl y th e 
skin of language, through which subjects describ e thei r surroundings . 
According t o Lefebvre , i t i s not tha t languag e ha s priority ove r spac e 
but that language articulates communicable aspect s of space that hav e 
remained hidden . 

Closely bound up with Western 'culture', this ideology stresses speech 
and overemphasizes th e written word , to the detriment o f the socia l 
practice whic h i t i s indeed designed t o conceal . . . I n any event , th e 
spoken and written word are taken for (social ) practice; it is assumed 
that absurdity and obscurity, which are treated as aspects of the same 
thing, may be dissipated without any corresponding disappearance of 
the 'object'. Thus communication brings the non-communicated int o 
the real m o f th e communicate d —  the incommunicabl e havin g n o 
existence beyon d tha t o f a n ever-pursue d residue . Suc h ar e th e 
assumptions o f a n ideolog y which , i n positin g th e transparenc y o f 
space, identifies knowledge , information an d communication. " 

It seem s tha t th e diffidenc e man y Hon g Kon g peopl e appea r t o 
have toward s thei r home s ca n be attributed , i n part , t o a  knowledg e 
that everyon e share s a  simila r experience . T o a  cultura l inside r 
articulating thi s knowledg e ma y appea r t o b e statin g th e obvious , 
whereas a  cultura l outside r recognize s thi s a s a  knowledg e tha t i s 
only commo n t o thos e wh o shar e th e experienc e o f th e culture . A s 
Geertz14 explains , i t i s 'normalness ' whic h enriche s th e live d 
experience an d whic h transform s a  representatio n o f spac e int o a 
representational space . I n orde r t o understan d a  culture , w e mus t 
look t o everyda y lif e t o se e wha t i t i s tha t peopl e tak e fo r granted . 
But, getting a t 'normalness ' i s difficult fo r severa l reasons . Though i t 
might see m prosaic , a  detaile d stud y o f everyda y spatia l knowledg e 
might resul t i n a  host o f banalities , instea d o f bringing t o ligh t som e 
grand theory . First , long-ter m resident s vie w thei r home s a s 'take n 
for grante d space' ; the y ar e no t use d t o viewing i t fro m a n objectiv e 
position. Secondly, although they will be able to articulate what seem s 
to the m t o b e th e mos t obviou s respons e t o a  question , the y d o no t 
exactly kno w wha t i t i s th e researche r want s t o know . Thirdly , fo r 
the researcher , muc h o f what th e residents ca n articulate abou t thei r 
everyday experienc e o f desig n mus t b e expecte d t o b e steepe d i n 
banalities, makin g i t mor e difficul t t o deciphe r potentiall y salien t 
points. 
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It i s unlikely long-ter m resident s woul d hav e a  clear ide a o f th e 
sequence o f events , o r b e abl e t o clarif y thei r method s o f spatia l 
reasoning withi n a  space tha t i s simultaneously affecte d b y past an d 
present. Bearin g i n min d th e poin t tha t eve n i f w e com e righ t u p 
against thi s knowledg e i n it s variou s form s w e migh t no t recogniz e 
it. W e mus t depend , therefore , o n unreliabl e memorie s an d pas t 
experience t o be a  gateway t o th e ga p in ou r knowledg e o f desig n i n 
density. B y taking awa y th e safet y ne t o f quantitativ e statistic s an d 
proven fact s we might onl y be left wit h a  knowledge embodied withi n 
social myths , gossip , ol d wive s tale s an d localize d narratives . 

How the n i s thi s a  usefu l knowledge ? A s Lefebvr e explains , 
knowledge i s better tha n ignorance , sinc e t o know mor e abou t wha t 
is, wil l hel p u s t o understan d mor e abou t wha t i s likely t o be . 

The rea l knowledge tha t w e hope to attain would have a retrospective 
as well as a prospective import. Its implications for history, for example , 
and fo r ou r understandin g o f t ime , wil l becom e apparen t i f ou r 
hypothesis turns out to be correct. It will help us to grasp how societie s 
generate thei r (social ) spac e an d tim e —  thei r representationa l spac e 
and thei r representations o f space. This would allow us, not t o forese e 
the future, bu t to bring relevant factors to bear on the future i n prospec t 
— on the project, i n other words, of another spac e and another tim e i n 
another (possibl e o r impossible) society. " 

It ha s bee n th e Hon g Kon g government' s ai m t o continu e t o 
improve housing standards to encourage homeownership an d upgrad e 
or demolis h olde r styl e housin g blocks . I n thi s transitiona l period , 
while th e olde r housin g block s continu e t o hous e publi c housin g 
tenants, ther e i s clearl y a  nee d t o legitimis e ho w thi s knowledg e i s 
represented an d t o addres s th e rea l knowledg e behin d high-densit y 
spatial representatio n i n contemporary homes . In doing so, the focu s 
here wil l be to shif t desig n knowledg e fro m th e form s o f density an d 
what a  designer knows about space , to what non-designers know abou t 
high-density space . 



CONCLUSION 

I doubt i f any o f these familie s hav e eve r taken a s many photograph s 
of thei r hom e i n on e day , in suc h detail , a s I did i n 1992 . Just a s I a m 
sure the y hav e neve r consciousl y spen t s o muc h tim e scrutinizin g 
the layou t o f thei r home s o r reflecting o n th e significanc e o f clutter , 
art an d housework i n their lives , o r in relation t o interior design . It i s 
very likely that thes e homes (thos e that stil l exist) have changed sinc e 
these photograph s wer e taken . I t i s perhap s eve n mor e likel y tha t 
these same residents would today give different response s t o the ver y 
same questions . Interior design is not something normally associate d 
with HKH A homes . Bu t wit h thi s smal l sampl e o f publi c housin g 
tenants, I  set ou t t o recor d wha t they  though t abou t thei r home s t o 
discover somethin g abou t thei r knowledg e o f designin g i n hig h 
density. Th e fac t wa s tha t mos t familie s ha d a  lo t t o say , becaus e 
their practica l experienc e o f high-density livin g had clearly informe d 
their knowledg e o f spac e an d design . 

Several factors have contributed t o the transformation o f the Hong 
Kong public rental home. First , the move from one-roo m spac e to th e 
new styl e HKH A renta l block s buil t t o a  highe r desig n an d spatia l 
allocation has significantly shifte d th e baseline of what tenant s expec t 
from publi c renta l housing . A s thes e becam e mor e common, 1 i t i s 
natural tha t th e older flats would increasingly be perceived by tenant s 
to b e sub-standard , rathe r tha n typica l publi c housing . Secondly , a t 
the time o f these interviews abou t 40% o f the Hong Kong populatio n 
lived i n publi c renta l housing ; b y 200 1 wit h drive s toward s home -
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ownership an d tightenin g u p o f incom e level s pe r household , th e 
percentage figure has been reduced to about 31.9% of the population. 2 

For man y long-ter m resident s o f governmen t housing , onc e thei r 
children hav e grow n u p an d move d out , the y fin d the y hav e mor e 
space and often mor e disposable income. Should they decide to remain 
in publi c renta l housing , rathe r tha n optin g fo r homeownership , 
clearly the y hav e mor e opportunit y eithe r t o reorganiz e o r remode l 
their home . Thirdly , Hon g Kon g consumer s toda y hav e muc h mor e 
choice o f furniture , fittings , an d lightin g tha n eve r before . A  glu t o f 
interior desig n magazine s o n th e marke t als o mean s tha t publi c 
housing residents have much more exposure the design and to conside r 
it a s part o f thei r lives . 

To date there has been little consideration o f how resident s hav e 
managed t o cop e s o wel l wit h thi s for m o f high-densit y livin g fro m 
the perspectiv e o f interio r design . Historically , issue s concernin g 
density have been limited by the basic assumption tha t densit y create s 
crowding, which is considered to be a negative subjective experience . 
While i t i s eviden t tha t laborator y test s o f animals , whic h clai m 
knowledge o f th e effect s o f densit y o n humans , lose s sigh t o f th e 
complexity o f human spatia l experience , mos t studie s o f Hong Kon g 
density hav e indicate d tha t ther e i s littl e evidenc e t o suppor t th e 
pathology of density argument i n Hong Kong. According to Freedman , 
crowding i s a  psychological state , a  subjective experienc e tha t refer s 
to a feeling of having little space, rather than something that is actually 
physical or measurable. With his 'density-intensity' theory , Freedma n 
claims tha t crowdin g 'serve s t o intensif y th e individual' s reaction s 
to th e situation ' an d tha t th e sensatio n o f bein g crowde d i s largel y 
dependent o n wha t th e individua l consider s t o b e norma l space . H e 
concludes thus : 

First, high density (crowding ) does not hav e generally negativ e effect s 
on humans ; i t does not produce any kind o f physical, menta l o r socia l 
pathology .  . .  Second, hig h densit y doe s hav e effect s o n people , bu t 
these effect s depen d o n othe r factor s i n th e situatio n .  . .  density doe s 
have importan t predictabl e consequence s whic h ar e neithe r alway s 
negative no r alway s positive. 3 

A majo r facto r contributin g t o Hon g Kon g people' s toleranc e o f 
density clearly lies with a  deep-rooted conception that , topographicall y 
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land i s difficul t t o develop , tha t developabl e lan d i s expensiv e an d 
that high-density , high-ris e living is the norm. Rapoport 4 notes tha t a 
homogeneous populatio n wil l have a greater tolerance of density tha n 
a heterogeneou s populatio n i n a n equivalen t densit y becaus e the y 
take fo r grante d certai n cue s o f interactio n an d behaviou r an d ca n 
therefore disregar d other s mor e easily . Th e fundamenta l spatia l 
concern fo r a  designer mus t b e the questio n ho w high-densit y spac e 
functions, no t jus t i n term s o f spatia l occupatio n bu t ho w i t i s 
perceived as a lived-in space . Rapoport advocate s tha t densit y shoul d 
be 'read ' throug h th e specificit y o f physica l an d socia l relationship s 
before i t ca n b e judged . I n othe r words , i n thi s context , i f w e ar e t o 
better understand how, as a virtually homogeneous population , Hon g 
Kong peopl e cop e wi t h density , w e mus t lear n t o identif y an d 
appreciate how thes e cue s of interaction affec t th e way the y think o f 
space, an d ho w thes e ar e implici t i n th e experienc e o f tha t space. 3 

The problem wit h mos t post-occupanc y studies , as Gutman an d 
Westergaard6 point out , i s tha t the y ten d t o b e carrie d ou t eithe r b y 
architects o r fo r architects . Th e mai n concer n o f th e architec t i s t o 
determine ho w th e buildin g 'fulfil s th e function s i t wa s intende d t o 
serve', tha t i s to tes t th e performance o f the building , an d th e desig n 
of th e spac e i n orde r t o evaluat e wher e th e use r wa s satisfie d wit h 
the design. In such studies, the architect i s evaluating the design wit h 
the purpos e o f learnin g mor e abou t design , an d th e ultimat e ai m o f 
improving design capabilitie s an d passing on this knowledge to othe r 
designers. Bu t wha t th e architec t i s actuall y testin g i n thes e studie s 
is, fundamentally, th e architect' s belief i n architectural determinism . 
While it might be thinly veiled as an investigation into user behaviour , 
the majo r concer n start s with th e building form an d th e influenc e o f 
the buildin g o n th e residents , rathe r tha n wha t th e resident s 
themselves brin g t o th e building . 

It i s take n fo r grante d tha t post-occupanc y studie s shoul d b e 
reviews of architecture, not interior design . But there is also a problem 
with th e wa y i n whic h designer s conceiv e o f th e user . Gutma n an d 
Westergaard propos e tha t i f architect s ar e genuinely concerne d wit h 
user satisfaction i n developing standards, they must someho w be able 
to tak e int o accoun t ' th e term s i n whic h th e user s thin k abou t th e 
environment'. The y poin t ou t tha t th e desig n fiel d need s t o develo p 
more sophisticate d theor y an d informatio n abou t th e contex t o f th e 
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user's thinking . Clearly , thi s woul d requir e a  shif t withi n desig n 
research to consider the user as someone who does not merely respon d 
to space, but a s someone who thinks about space . To take this further , 
the fac t tha t th e use r ha s a  knowledg e o f space , whic h i s als o a 
legitimate desig n knowledge, should be a prime consideration withi n 
the desig n process . 

As r e l u c t a n t r e sea rchers , i n t e r io r des igner s hav e bee n 
professionally disadvantage d b y a  lack o f literatur e i n th e field . Thi s 
has led to a dependence on architectural models, the assumption bein g 
that th e process, and therefore th e methods, must b e similar. Interio r 
designers ar e normal l y concerne d wi t h th e appropriatio n o f a 
contained space . I t i s i n th e natur e o f dealin g wit h smal l spaces , 
especially residentia l design , tha t designer s normally develo p a  clos e 
understanding o f client/spac e relationship . Bu t i f interio r desig n 
knowledge i s t o mad e useful , th e differenc e betwee n th e wa y a n 
architect an d a n interio r designe r ar e 'programme d '  t o desig n need s 
to b e articulated . The n w e migh t hav e a  bette r understandin g o f 
unrefined dat a tha t i s implici t i n th e proces s o f designing , an d 
reconsider ho w thi s coul d b e mor e clearl y articulate d withi n post -
occupancy research . 

One of the problems highlighted in this research is how a designer 
might interpre t th e way users think abou t wher e the y live . As Scho n 
observes, desig n thinkin g i s ofte n spontaneous , base d o n intuitiv e 
performance rathe r than conscious thought . Since it is ordinarily taci t 
and implici t i n ou r actions , i t i s difficult t o make verbally explicit . I t 
is consequently muc h mor e difficul t t o identify o r interpret a s desig n 
knowledge. 

Within thi s stud y i t ha s bee n argue d tha t desig n knowledg e i n 
high-density housin g i s physically evidence d throug h th e residents ' 
ability to organize space, and their articulation o f that ordering process. 
As we have seen, the ability and method of spatial organization varie s 
considerably fro m househol d t o household . I t doe s no t see m t o b e 
restricted by the building form o r physical density alone. Indeed, ther e 
are muc h mor e significan t factor s affectin g th e appropriatio n o f th e 
domestic space : the number an d ag e of the inhabitants , adherenc e t o 
cultural conventions , education , interes t i n design o r Do-It-Yourself , 
exposure to different type s of designed environments, consumer trend s 
and influences b y friends, family , neighbours , the media and the shops . 
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Design knowledg e an d decisio n makin g i s clearl y articulate d 
where there has been a conscious reflection o f problem-solving or of 
a spatial problem that has been, at some time considered. Residents , 
however, migh t no t articulat e thi s directly a s design knowledge but 
rather a s a n everyda y metho d o f copin g wit h high-densit y space , 
expressed simply as common sense. According to Geertz,7a taken for 
granted knowledg e i s a  knowledge specifi c t o a  culture . Resident s 
may no t se e wha t the y hav e don e a s somethin g original , o r an y 
different fro m others ' homes. Instead of a 'design method' they might 
describe thei r idea s i n term s o f 'naturalness ' o f commo n sense , 'o f 
course-ness' a s 'th e wa y thing s go' . The y assume d thei r idea s a s 
common knowledg e o f th e wa y thing s are , because tha t i t i s wha t 
'everyone' knows. This may be expressed as a practical knowledge of 
high-density living , makin g the mos t o f the physica l spac e throug h 
floor-to-ceiling cupboards , or as an adoption of a spatial convention , 
stated a s a preference, suc h as the use of bright fluorescen t lighting . 
But ther e wa s als o th e commo n strateg y o f maximizin g th e spac e 
potential throug h th e us e o f flexibl e o r foldin g furnitur e tha t wa s 
built int o the everyday family routine . 

One o f th e complexitie s withi n desig n knowledg e i s tha t i t i s 
constantly changing . Befor e ther e i s an y desig n interventio n ther e 
are different limit s se t by residents in terms o f time, effort , expens e 
and disruptio n t o th e household . Thes e limit s ar e often dependen t 
on ho w closel y resident s relat e t o th e hom e a s a  reflectio n an d 
representation o f th e famil y o r th e self . I n Hon g Kon g th e rapidl y 
changing social pattern has created very different spatial , psychological 
and cultural experiences. Younger people, for example, raised in very 
different socia l an d economi c circumstance s fro m thei r parents , do 
not appea r t o shar e th e sam e fatalisti c attitud e t o housing , design , 
and space. Family members might live in the same high-density space, 
but inhabi t quit e different spatia l worlds. 

It is evident that there is a transformation from traditional spatial 
values o f orde r i n th e home toward s ne w socia l an d spatia l values . 
One o f the key s to identifying desig n knowledge i s to acknowledg e 
how an individual's thinking is affected b y traditional spatia l values 
in the face of shifting ideas of domestic space, design and consumption. 
For example, it appears that long-term, older residents are more likely 
to appropriat e spac e an d articulat e thei r knowledg e o f space , i n 
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accordance with traditiona l values affecting th e placement o f cultura l 
artefacts, selectio n of furniture, material s and lighting. In such home s 
there i s likely t o be evidence of specific cultura l practices — a shrine, 
ancestor worshi p an d luck y mottoes . Bu t i t appear s tha t younge r 
people ten d t o perceive th e appropriatio n o f domesti c spac e mor e i n 
terms o f desig n tha n tradition . The y identif y mor e closel y wi t h 
Western concept s o f domesti c spac e articulate d i n term s o f privacy , 
style, aesthetic s an d comfort . The y appea r t o hav e mor e confidenc e 
in representin g thei r desig n choice s throug h custom-mad e furnitur e 
and a more decorative use of lighting rather than on purely functiona l 
or utilitarian grounds . 

Miller8 contends that a  theory of housing has to be largely a 'theory 
of consumption' . Bu t i t i s more tha n that . I n thi s contex t residents ' 
ability t o appropriat e th e spac e i s no t jus t abou t thei r consumptio n 
status, but thei r ability to think abou t space , their motivation t o solv e 
design problems, their knowledge of design in other domestic context s 
and abov e all , wha t the y se e a s being importan t withi n a  home. A s 
public housin g resident s consciousl y mov e awa y fro m a  utilitaria n 
styled environmen t w e ca n se e how , a s practitioner s o f space , the y 
are more abl e to articulate thei r knowledg e i n term s o f design . Sinc e 
they ar e unlikel y t o hav e an y direc t contac t wi t h professiona l 
designers, their main contac t with someone working in design is mor e 
likely t o com e fro m contractor s an d furnitur e manufacturers/sale s 
assistants. Contractors offe r mor e tha n jus t practica l advice, - they ar e 
an immediat e desig n interfac e betwee n resident s thei r home-spac e 
and homes fro m th e interio r desig n magazines . As there i s little sig n 
yet o f a n emergin g Do-It-Yoursel f cultur e i n Hon g Kong , th e rol e o f 
the contracto r i s likel y t o assum e greate r importanc e i n domesti c 
design, a s a promoter an d facilitator o f popular tast e and style withi n 
high-density spaces . 

This stud y attempt s t o recontextualiz e post-occupanc y studie s 
within interio r desig n b y focusing attentio n o n the user' s knowledg e 
of spac e an d th e wa y i n whic h thi s i s articulate d an d interprete d a s 
design knowledge . B y promotin g interio r desig n a s a n intellectua l 
inquiry i t provides an insight into design thinking as a way of lookin g 
at th e world . Withi n desig n pedagogy ther e stil l remains th e issu e of 
how t o bridg e th e ga p betwee n amateu r an d professiona l desig n 
knowledge. I t ha s no t bee n generall y recognized , eve n b y designers , 
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that the outcome of a reflective practice does not necessarily have to 
result i n a  desig n product . Desig n knowledg e i s a  transferabl e 
knowledge that can be used to provide insight into a changing habitus. 
It can facilitate an appreciation of interior design as a way of thinking 
about lifestyle an d culture for amateur and professional alike . 

Interior desig n ha s suffere d fro m a  lac k o f a n appropriat e 
theoretical an d academi c positio n fro m whic h t o view professiona l 
design knowledge . Consequently , thi s knowledg e ha s eithe r bee n 
taken fo r granted , o r ignored . B y focusing o n th e particula r spatia l 
context of Hong Kong, the study has shown that if spatial theory is to 
develop i t mus t broade n it s approac h t o desig n an d accep t th e 
legitimacy and diversity of spatial thinking and interpretation. Thi s 
issue needs to be addressed first of all within design pedagogy to enable 
designers t o questio n assumption s withi n thei r professiona l desig n 
knowledge. It is only by cultivating an appreciation of everyday design 
knowledge tha t th e spatia l contex t o f th e dwellin g proces s ca n b e 
better understood , s o tha t ultimately , post-occupanc y studie s ca n 
become more meaningful acros s all forms o f domestic space. 
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are scarc e an d le t high , whic h i s probabl y th e caus e o f thi s hig h 
price; fro m twent y t o thirt y pe r cen t i s ofte n go t upo n mone y s o 
expended; bu t a s a very great numbe r ar e now building , rent s ma y 
be expecte d t o fall , an d the n th e Governemen t [sic]  ren t wil l b e 
felt mor e burdensome . (Victoria , 1 6 November 1844 ) 

6 Lette r fro m Captai n Arthu r Cunynghem e arrivin g i n th e colon y i n Jun e 
1842, cited in Anthony Walke r and Stephen M. Rowlinson, The  Building 
of Hong Kong:  Constructing  Hong  Kong  Through  the  Ages,  Hon g Kong : 
Hong Kon g Universit y Press , 1990 . p. 16-17 . 

7 Stee n Anderso n Bille , 'Earl y Day s i n th e Colony ' i n Barbara-Su e Whit e 
(ed.) op.  cit.,  p . 41. 

And wha t houses : th e Englis h vanit y showe d itsel f agai n i n th e 
fullest measure . Those who came from Englan d and sacrificed hom e 
and famil y fo r th e hope d fo r profi t woul d a t leas t brin g Englis h 
comfort t o th e Chines e soil , thos e wh o cam e her e fro m Calcutt a 
did no t wis h thei r ne w cit y t o tak e secon d plac e t o th e on e the y 
had left . Th e resul t wa s tha t alread y on e palac e raise s it s hea d b y 
the sid e o f th e nex t an d man y mor e ar e being built , everyon e on e 
[sic] of the m threatenin g t o eclips e th e magnificenc e o f th e othe r 
and olde r neighbours . Ric h shops , grea t hotels , splendi d dinin g 
rooms, balconies turned toward s the sea and pillars to support the m 
from air y vestibules , shor t al l th e luxur y an d magnificenc e 
produced b y architecture . 

8 Chines e contractin g firm s emerge d t o cas h i n o n th e buildin g boom . 
However, man y wer e no t use d t o buildin g i n a  Wester n styl e an d 
underest imated th e costs . Whe n the y coul d no t finis h th e jo b th e 
government ha d t o complet e th e works . On e contracto r wh o wa s t o 
become one of the Chinese elite, Tarn Achoy, was responsible for building 
and developin g muc h o f Hon g Kong . Se e Anthony Walke r an d Stephe n 
M. Rowlinso n op.  cit.,  pp . 22-24 . 

9 Fran k Welsh , op.  cit.,  p . 152 . Welsh claim s tha t th e influ x o f Chines e 
into the territory wa s not confine d t o coolie class alone but als o attracte d 
Chinese merchant s who already had experience working with foreigners . 
One suc h individual , Lo o Aqui, investe d heavil y i n Hong Kon g propert y 
including brothels , gambling den s and Aqui' s Theatre , whic h stage d th e 
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first amateu r productio n i n Decembe r 1845 . A s Wels h comments , 
compared t o th e newcomers , th e indigenou s peopl e o f th e islan d wer e 
at a  disadvantage whe n i t cam e t o reapin g profit s fro m th e colony . 

10 W.K.Chan , The  Making  of  Hong  Kong  Society:  Three  Studies  in  Class 
Formation in  Early  Hong  Kong,  Ne w York : Oxfor d Universit y Press , 
1991, p . 118 . 

11 Joh n Warner , Fragrant  Harbour:  Early  Photographs  of  Hong  Kong, 
London: Joh n Warne r Publications , 1976 . 
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14 A . B . Freeman-Mitford, 'Ho w th e Ric h Live ' i n Barbara-Su e Whit e (ed. ) 

op. cit.,  pp . 65-66 . 
They ar e generally buil t with on e stor y [sic) : on the ground floo r i s 
the sho p w i t h i t s var iou s good s an d qua in t perpendicula r 
inscriptions an d advertisements ; o n the firs t floor , whic h i s throw n 
out ove r the footwa y an d supported b y wooded posts , so as to for m 
a covered walk , th e family live.. . Towards evening , when th e pape r 
lanterns ar e lighte d an d th e shop s ar e shu t up , no t b y door s an d 
shutters a s with us , but b y sor t o f cage and bamboo poles , throug h 
which th e interior i s visible, the Chinese house looks very fantasti c 
and strange . 

15 W.H . Owen, Report  of  the  Housing  Commission  1935,  Hong Kong: Local 
Printing Pres s Ltd , pp . 10-11. 

16 E.G . Pryor, Housing in  Hong  Kong.  Hon g Kong: Oxford Universit y Press , 
1983, p.4. The Summar y Offence s Ordinanc e o f 184 5 made i t an offenc e 
for a n owner o r occupier no t t o maintain thei r property an d to prevent i t 
from becomin g dangerou s o r ruined . Th e Buildin g Ordinanc e o f 185 6 
required dwelling s t o have an adequat e place for a  fire fo r the cookin g of 
food an d th e provision o f a  privy an d ashpit . Ther e wa s no provision fo r 
adequate mean s o f lighting , ventilation , heigh t o f building , o r width o f 
streets, an d i t di d no t prohibi t back-to-bac k building . 

17 Phili p Har t Clark , Hong  Kong:  A  Survey  of  Residential  Development 
from its  Inception  to  the  Present,  Unpublishe d Master s Thesis , Cornel l 
University, 1968 , p. 133 . 

18 T o rural people the pig represented a n investment o f family capital , lon g 
before th e day s o f bankin g fo r all . A  pig was considere d a  safe plac e t o 
keep one' s mone y —  a  walking pigg y bank , s o t o speak . Th e Chines e 
character fo r famil y ideogrammaticall y i s a  pi g unde r a  tile d roof , 
symbolizing tha t yo u ca n star t a  family whe n yo u have your pig (wealth ) 
and you r roo f (home) . G.B . Endacott , op.  cit.,  p . 185 . In hi s repor t fo r 
1875 Ayre s reporte d tha t pig s wer e n o longe r kep t i n dwellin g rooms . 
The 186 6 Orde r an d Cleanlines s Ordinanc e o f 186 6 prohibite d th e 
keeping o f pigs , o r simila r animals , i n dwelling s withou t a  licence . 

19 Governo r Hennesse y wa s swaye d b y hi s regar d fo r Chines e customs . I t 
was presente d t o hi m (b y landlords ) tha t thi s syste m worke d wel l i n 
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China an d shoul d wor k i n Hon g Kong . O f cours e thi s di d no t tak e int o 
consideration tha t overcrowde d urba n situatio n mad e a  traditional rura l 
system impossible . 

20 Cite d i n E . G . Pryor , op.  cit.,  p . 7  'Chinese Houses ' th e Hon g Kon g 
Government Gazette , 2 7 July 1878 , pp. 370-371. A  petition submitte d 
by landlord s t o Governo r Hennesse y afte r th e Surveyo r Genera l ha d 
rejected plan s fo r what h e considere d t o be unhealthy Chines e tenemen t 
housing. 

21 Ibid.,  p . 13 . The Chadwic k Repor t recommended : provisio n o f ope n 
spaces a t th e rea r o f buildings , th e prohibitio n o f cockloft s an d earthe n 
floors, th e provisio n o f a  windo w i n ever y habitabl e room , an d th e 
limitation o f overcrowdin g s o tha t eac h adul t woul d hav e 11. 3 cubi c 
metres o f unobstructe d spac e i n undivide d room s an d 1 7 cubic metre s 
in room s divide d int o cabins . Furthe r recommendation s include d th e 
reconstruction o f th e drainag e system ; th e improvemen t o f th e wate r 
supply; the requisition and reconstruction b y the Government o f existin g 
public latrine s an d th e provision o f additional facilities ; th e provision o f 
public bath-houses an d a  laundry; th e construction o f new markets ; an d 
the improvemen t o f th e scavengin g system . Thos e building s tha t coul d 
not b e improve d shoul d b e purchase d b y th e government , rebuil t an d 
re-sold. 

22 Ibid.,  p . 14 . 
23 W.K . Chan , op.  cit.,  p . 141 . Chan point s ou t tha t i n opposin g thi s bil l 

Dr. H o Kai , a s a  financie r himself , wa s protectin g th e interest s o f th e 
landlords, no t th e Chines e public . 

24 E.G . Pryor , op.  cit.,  p . 1 8 Public Healt h an d Building s Ordinanc e 1903 . 
Minimum standard s wer e se t a t 4.6 5 squar e metre s o f habitabl e floo r 
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— 3.25 squar e metr e an d 9.3 4 cubi c metr e pe r person . Window s ha d t o 
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was limite d t o a  dimension no t greate r tha n th e width o f th e street . Fo r 
land lease d befor e 190 3 the maximu m heigh t wa s se t a t one-and-a-hal f 
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25 Ibid.,  p . 19 . Th e Hon g Kon g populatio n reache d 457,00 0 b y 1911 , of 
whom 314,00 0 live d i n congeste d urba n areas . 

26 W.K . Chan , op.  cit,  p . 153 . 
27 W.H . Owen , op.  cit.,  p . 11. 
28 Ibid.,  p.  11 . 

Sooner o r late r th e clai m fo r bette r housin g condition s fo r th e 
masses i s sur e t o be pressed . Th e longe r th e actio n i s delaye d th e 
more costl y i t wil l become . 

29 Ibid.,  p . 17 . 
30 Ibid.,  p.  17 . 
31 Ibid.  p.  16 . 
32 Phili p Har t Clar k op.  cit.,  Th e Ne w Territorie s wa s largel y unaffecte d 
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by th e populatio n influ x a s people preferre d t o liv e i n th e urba n areas , 
close t o thei r work . Villag e house s wer e normall y hande d dow n fro m 
father t o son rather tha n rente d out . The homes themselve s were simpl e 
spaces ope n t o th e rafter s wit h a  cocklof t abov e th e mai n room . 

33 Annual  Report  on  Hong  Kong  for  the  Year  1946,  Hong,  Kong : Loca l 
Printing Press , 1947 , p. 54. 

34 Ibid.  I t was reported tha t th e Health Inspecto r cleansed th e urban distric t 
wi th kerosen e emuls io n solut io n thre e t ime s be twee n Ma y an d 
December. 

35 Ther e appears to be conflicting officia l estimate s of squatters. The Annual 
Report by  the  Commissioner  for  Resettlement  1955-6 , estimate s th e 
number a t 300,000 , p . 1 . 

Peter K . W. Fong , puts th e numbe r a t 250,00 0 i n 1950 , see : Pete r K . 
W. Fong, Housing Problems  and  Public  Housing  in  Hong  Kong:  A  Case 
Study of  the  Housing  Provision  in  a  Densely Populated  Metropolitan 
Area, Ph.D . thesis , Ne w Yor k University , 198 0 p . 90 . However, Smar t 
cites a figure o f 330,000 in 195 0 up from 30,00 0 in 1948 , see: Alan Smart . 
Making Room:  Squatter  Clearance  in  Hong  Kong,  Centr e o f Asia n 
Studies occasiona l pape r no . 102 , Hong Kong : The Universit y o f Hon g 
Kong, 1992 , p . 44. 

36 P . Bishop. 'Som e Aspect s o f th e H K Resettlemen t Programme ' i n D.J . 
Dwyer (ed. ) The  City  as  a  Centre of  Change  in  Asia,  Hon g Kong : Hon g 
Kong University Press , 1972 , p. 115 . 

For the whol e colony , 48 % were Hon g Kon g born a s agains t 46 % 
in squatte r areas , 14 % arrived befor e 194 6 compared wit h 15 % i n 
squatter areas and 38% arrived after 194 6 as against 39% i n squatte r 
areas. I n resettlemen t estate s th e percentage s wer e respectivel y 
47, 1 1 and 42 . ...This tend s t o substantiate...tha t i n th e year s afte r 
the war considerabl e number s o f local-born o r long-term resident s 
themselves became squatters ; and also that th e late r building boo m 
dispossessed a  sizeable numbe r o f ol d residents . 

37 Hong  Kong  Housing  Authority  Annual  Report,  1962-63 , p. 2. 
38 Annual  Report  for  the  Commissioner  for  Resettlement,  1955-6,  p . 9 . 

Most familie s howeve r ha d a  monthly incom e o f betwee n $15 9 
and $300 : i n a  typica l cas e th e fathe r woul d b e a n artisa n i n a 
construction compan y o r an assistan t i n a  shop o r restaurant : hi s 
elder daughte r woul d wor k i n a  weaving factory , whil e hi s wif e 
added t o th e famil y earning s b y doin g embroider y o r sewin g a t 
home. 

39 Annual  Report  on  Hong  Kong  1949,  Hon g Kong : Loca l Printin g Press , 
p. 82 . 

40 Ala n Smart , op.  cit.,  p.  114 . Triad s woul d 'offer ' t o buil d o r rebuil d 
structures fo r families , rathe r tha n le t the m d o i t themselves , s o the y 
could hav e a  monopoly o n th e site . 

41 Governo r Grantham , Hon g Kon g Hansard , 2  March 1955 : 40 cite d i n 
Alan Smar t op.  cit.,  p . 41. 



Notes t o Pages 19-2 2 20 7 
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Wiesbaden: Ott o Harrassowitz , 1972 , pp. 27-28. 

43 ibid. , pp . 30-31 . 
44 Pete r K.W . Fong , op.  cit.,  p.  102 . 
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Bangkok, 1975 , p. 14 . 

The floor i s well levelled with cement . The lower parts of the wall s 
are constructe d wit h concret e o r othe r roc k materials . However , 
as regulations prescribed , th e uppe r part s o f walls an d th e roo f ar e 
made o f woo d covere d wit h zin c plates . Ther e i s a  layer o f water -
proof an d heatin g insulato r place d i n betwee n th e woo d an d th e 
zinc plat e o n th e roof . Window s ar e mad e eithe r o f woo d o r o f 
glass. 

Except i n rar e cases , house s consis t o f tw o bedroom s an d a 
living/dining roo m whic h i n some case s i s used a s a sleeping plac e 
at night . Ther e i s generally a  cockloft , use d eithe r fo r sleepin g o r 
for storage . The kitche n i s quit e spacious , althoug h i t i s no t use d 
for dining and although mos t o f the food preparation i s done outsid e 
the house. A portion o f the kitche n i s always se t aside a s a bathing 
place, whic h i s no t separate d excep t perhap s b y a  plasti c curtai n 

46 Jane t Salaff , Working  Daughters  of  Hong  Kong,:  Filial  Piety  or  Power 
in the  Family!  (2n d ed.) , New York : Columbia Universit y Press , 199 5 
( 1981) , p.158 . 

47 Chan , Ping-chiu , op.  cit.,  p . 16. Chan point s ou t th e resident s o f Sout h 
End di d no t fin d i t inconvenien t tha t the y di d no t t o hav e a n indoo r 
toilet sinc e th e latrine s wer e nearby . H e state s that' . . . excep t fo r newl y 
constructed moder n houses , n o houses , b e the y squatte r o r not , hav e 
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as a  comparison rathe r tha n t o th e home s o f Westerner s an d wealth y 
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48 Ibid.,  p.  30. 
49 La u Siu-ka i an d Kua n Hsin-Chi , The  Ethos  of  the  Hong  Kong  Chinese, 

Hong Kong : The Chines e Universit y Press , 1988 , pp. 20-23 . 
50 Hong  Kong  Annual  Reports  for  Hong  Kong  1955  and  1957.  Th e Urba n 
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up o f th e Resettlemen t Departmen t i n Apri l 1954 . It was clea r tha t th e 
temporary two-store y cemen t an d bric k structur e 'Bownn g bungalows ' 
(named afte r th e Directo r o f Publi c works ) whic h house d 35,00 0 t o 
40,000 fire victims di d not mak e goo d use o f the availabl e lan d t o hous e 
all th e need y squatters . The recommendatio n wa s mad e t o build si x o r 
seven store y building s s o tha t 35 % mor e peopl e coul d b e resettle d i n 
the Ta i Hun g Tun g are a tha n befor e th e fire . Se e Annual  Report 
Commissioner for  Resettlement  1955-56 . 
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52 Hong  Kong  Annual  Report,  1957  chapte r 1  'A Proble m o f People' , p . 9. 

. .  . even where th e Marxist doctrine s ha d n o appea l an d the initia l 
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C h i n e s e w h o sa w i n t h e so l ida r i ty , d e t e r m i n a t i o n an d 
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a ne w an d bette r Chin a migh t eventuall y emerg e whe n th e firs t 
excesses ha d ru n thei r course , an d whe n th e exoti c doctrine s ha d 
been tempere d b y th e Chines e geniu s fo r compromise . 

53 Annual  Report,  Commissioner  for  Resettlement  1967-8 . The desig n wa s 
'simple and austere ' to keep rents to a minimum an d speed construction . 

54 Keit h Hopkins , 'Housin g th e Poor' , i n Keit h Hopkin s (ed. ) Hong Kong: 
the Industrial  Colony:  A  Political,  Social  and  Economic  Survey,  Hon g 
Kong: Oxford Universit y Press , 1973 , pp. 309-310 . 
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(ed.J The  City  as  a  Centre  of  Change  in  Asia,  Hon g Kong : Hon g Kon g 
University Press , 1972 . 

56 Hong  Kong  Annual  Report  1957.  p.  25. 
Commissioner fo r Resettlemen t p . 1 2 ,  five adult s sharin g on e roo m 
could mea n tw o separat e familie s o r five bachelors . 

57 Keit h Hopkins , op.  cit,  197 2 p. 202. 
58 Annual  Report,  Commissioner  for  Resettlement  1955-56,  p . 5. 

Squatter clearanc e an d resettlemen t operation s ar e no t therefor e 
undertaken primaril y fo r th e benefi t o f th e squatter . The y ar e 
simply th e onl y practica l mean s o f removing , i n th e interest s o f 
the whol e community , th e fir e risk , th e healt h hazard , th e threa t 
to la w an d order , an d th e obstruct io n t o th e Colony' s futur e 
development, whic h i s presented b y th e squatte r areas . 

59 D.J . Dwyer, 'Housin g Provisio n i n Hong Kong ' in D.J . Dwyer (ed. ) Asian 
Urbanisation: A  Hong  Kong  Casebook,  Hon g Kon g Universit y Press , 
Hong Kong , 197 1 cite s a  stud y o f private-secto r carrie d ou t i n 196 3 
(Maunder W.F, Hong Kong  Urban  Rents  and  Housing,  Hon g Kong, 1969 ) 
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. .  . the averag e are a occupie d pe r adul t equivalen t i n cubicle s an d 
bed-spaces ranged from 12. 9 to 25.9 square feet. ' (1.1 3 to 2.4 squar e 
metres) . . . A s regard s spac e standards , therefor e i t seem s tha t 
large sections o f the urban populatio n house d b y th e privat e secto r 
fall wel l belo w th e 3 5 squar e fee t standar d an d a  substantia l 
proportion i s als o belo w th e forme r resettlemen t standard s o f 2 4 
square fee t .  .  .  the mea n monthl y inclusiv e ren t (  that is , r e n t , 
rates electricity , wate r an d housing charges ) fo r bed-spaces i n post -
war building s wa s HK$1.4 5 pe r squar e foo t i n 196 3 an d tha t fo r 
cubicles HKS1.04 . the ren t o f a  standard roo m o f 12 0 square feet i n 
a resettlemen t estat e wa s HK$1 4 i n tha t year . Thi s give s a  figur e 
of HK$0.12 per squar e foot , thoug h i n thi s cas e electricity charge s 
are no t included . 
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The 196 1 census analyse d a  total o f 687,20 0 households . I t ca n b e 
summarised a s follows : 138,00 0 peopl e livin g i n boats ; 12,00 0 
people livin g o n th e streets ; 50,00 0 peopl e livin g i n shops , ofte n 
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tenants occupyin g th e sam e bed) ; 1,400,00 0 peopl e livin g i n 
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62 Hong  Kong  Housing  Authority  Annual  Report  1962-63 , p. 4. 
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in Hon g Kon g and ther e ar e no facilitie s excep t thos e provide d b y 
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to train th e loca l staf f i n thei r duties . The Authorit y ha s recruite d 
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65 Hong  Kong  Annual  Report  1957,  p.  26 . 
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weeks, ar e th e mos t importan t o f all ; fo r i t i s durin g thi s initia l 
period tha t th e ne w settle r mus t b e weane d awa y fro m man y o f 
the deepl y ingraine d habit s an d concept s tha t pervad e squatte r 
areas. He i s taught t o make th e best o f the simpl e accommodatio n 
provided and to forget hi s defeatist attitud e towards dir t and disease . 

67 Ibid. 
68 A  colloquial ter m give n t o th e resettlemen t estat e b y squatte r villagers . 
69 E.N . Anderso n jr. , 'Som e Chines e Method s o f Dealin g wit h Crowding ' 

Urban Anthropology,  vol.1,  (2)  1972,  pp . 141-150 . Anderson cite s th e 
example o f a  wealthy ma n wh o too k ove r a  large hous e an d instea d o f 
allocating mor e spac e t o individual s h e allocate d mor e individual s t o 
the space . 

70 Barbar a E . Ward, 'Temper Tantrums i n Kau Sai : Some Speculation s upo n 
Their Effects ' Through  Other  Eyes:  An  Anthropologists  View  of  Hong 
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77 Ibid.,  p.  71. 
78 Governmen t Low-Cos t Housin g wa s introduce d i n 196 2 an d wer e 

managed b y the HKHA to house familie s withi n th e $400-$90 0 bracket . 
That is , those familie s wh o wer e in need o f housing bu t di d not fal l int o 
the HKHA bracket. At 35 square feet per person and built to 'an extremel y 
simple design' , th e accommodatio n consiste d o f a  room wit h privat e 
balcony wit h ta p an d sink . Toile t facilitie s wer e communal . 

79 Fo r a full accoun t see : John Cooper , Colony  in  Conflict:  The  Hong  Kong 
Disturbances May  1967-fanuary  1968,  Hon g Kong : Swindo n Boo k 
Company, 1970 . 

80 Ibid.  p.  297. 
81 E.G . Pryor , op.  cit,  p.  68 . 

Under th e forceful directio n o f the newly appointe d Governo r ,  Sir 
Murray Ma c Lehose , the Governmen t formulate d i n Octobe r 197 2 
a ten-yea r housin g programm e wit h th e aim s o f eliminatin g al l 
squatter areas ; facilitatin g th e redevelopmen t o f cottag e areas ; 
providing self-containe d dwell ing s fo r household s shar in g 
accommodation i n th e privat e sector, - relievin g overcrowdin g i n 
existing public housing estates; modernizing th e early resettlemen t 
estates; an d providin g ne w housin g fo r thos e peopl e wh o hav e t o 
be re-house d a s a  consequence o f th e Government' s scheme s an d 
policies. 

82 Th e HKH A wa s re-organize d i n 1988 . 
83 Th e ol d Housin g Authorit y block s an d Lo w Cos t Housin g block s wer e 
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84 Th e government' s polic y wa s t o sel l thes e flat s o n a  non-profi t basis . 
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and t o publi c housin g tenant s wh o wer e wil l in g t o giv e u p thei r 
subsidized flat . 35,82 2 application s wer e receive d fo r th e firs t phas e o f 
8,300 flats . Althoug h onl y 8,00 8 o f thes e wer e fro m publi c housin g 
tenants i t wa s decide d tha t 50 % o f overal l applicant s fo r th e schem e 
should b e draw n fro m thi s secto r t o fre e u p housin g fo r th e needy . 
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was onl y seve n year s old , th e Housin g Departmen t discovere d tha t 
concrete i n certain estate s had been mixe d wit h sal t water . Thi s le d to a 
massive re-examinatio n o f al l HKH A property . I n 198 6 i t wa s decide d 
that 2 6 blocks had t o be demolished, 37 4 required repair s an d 8 6 neede d 
strengthening. 

93 A s a t Jun e 200 2 ther e wer e 85,20 0 applicant s o n th e Waitin g List . Th e 
average waitin g tim e was 2.9 years, a  year ahead o f the origina l targe t of 
3 year s by 2003 . 

94 See : As Statemen t o n Housin g Polic y b y th e Ho n Michae l M.Y . Suen , 
Secretary fo r Housing , Plannin g an d Land , 1 3 November 2002 . 

95 CAR E — Conditions, Appraisal , Repair , Evaluate . Se e Fung Tung , 'Th e 
Housing Challeng e Ahead : Hon g Kong ' pape r delivere d a t th e Housing 
for Millions,  The  Challenge  Ahead,  op.  cit,  pp . 122-127 . 

96 Despit e th e HKHA's efforts t o maintain qualit y contro l i n 2000 defectiv e 
piling i n HOS estat e i n Shati n resulte d i n the demolitio n o f tw o blocks . 

97 Publi c Housin g —  A  Programm e Transcendin g Tim e an d Lifestyle ' 
interview wit h Stephe n Poon , Assistan t Directo r Housin g Architect , 
HKHA, Building  Journal  Hong  Kong  China,  Augus t 1988 , pp . 44-4 6 
and continue d i n Septembe r 1988 , pp. 80-85. 

Before now , i n th e day s o f th e O i Ma n estate , w e buil t housin g 
blocks base d o n a  predetermined se t o f desig n criteria . I n othe r 
words, we dictated th e type of units tha t we supplied and the peopl e 
on th e wai t in g lis t ha d t o adjus t t o sui t themselve s t o th e 
accommodations. At that time , we did not have precise informatio n 
about wha t th e peopl e o n th e wait in g lis t wanted . Th e onl y 
yardstick w e had wa s th e Hong Kon g Outline Plannin g Standards . 

98 Thi s wa s a s a  resul t o f creatin g multi-facete d facade s allowin g mor e 
external wal l pe r fla t henc e improvin g ventilatio n an d light . 

99 Electricit y suppl y i n th e Mark block s was 2  amperes pe r fla t fo r lightin g 

http://www.info.gov.hk/hb
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and smal l han d electrics . I n th e Mar k I V i t wa s raise d t o 3  amperes . 
Slab, H-Block, I  Block and Twin Tower 4 -8 amperes with surfac e wiring . 
New Slab , Trident bloc k an d Linea r 9-1 2 amperes . HO S Harmon y an d 
Concorde 18-2 0 ampere s allowin g fo r ful l air-conditioning . 

100 Th e Harmony Block s use pre-fabricated panel s and standardized interna l 
fixtures t o increas e productivit y an d reduc e cost . 

101 Y.K . Cha n 'Lif e Sat isfact io n i n Crowde d Urba n E n v i r o n m e n t ' 
Proceedings of  the  Fourth  Asia  Pacific  Social  Development  Seminar, 
ASPAC, Korea , Seoul , 1978 , pp. 187-196 , p. 191 . See also David, Chuen -
yan Lai , 'Huma n Crowdin g i n Hon g Kong : A Stud y o f it s Earlies t Typ e 
of Publi c Housing ' i n M.C.R . Edgel l an d B.H . Farrel l (eds. ) Themes  on 
Pacific Lands,  Wester n Geographica l Series , Vol . 10 , Dept . Geography , 
Victoria, B.C. : University o f Victoria , 1974 . 

Over ninet y percen t o f th e ninety-tw o familie s respondin g t o th e 
interview indicate d tha t the y di d no t min d livin g i n hig h densit y 
resettlement building s an d accepte d i t a s th e inevitabl e i n Hon g 
Kong because o f it s larg e population an d lac k o f space . 

102 M . Castell s et  al.,  op.  cit,  p . 11 4 
103 See : http://www.info.gov.hk/hk2000/eng/12/cl2-07_content.htm. U p 

to dat e figures var y slightl y see : Hong Kong : The facts , Housing , http:/ 
/www.gov.hk/hb Septembe r 200 1 claim s abou t 2.0 9 millio n peopl e 
living i n publi c renta l housin g estates , a  stock o f 686,00 0 flats . Als o 
2001 popula t io n census : http://www.info.gov.hk/censtatd/eng/ 
hkstatlfasl01clcd0142001e.htm whic h put s th e figur e mid-marc h 
2001 a t 2,135,62 4 whic h wa s 31.9 % o f th e population . 

104 C . K. Lau, 'How th e Poor May Inheri t th e Estates ' South  China  Morning 
Post, 2  November 1994 . 

Eviction would no t onl y be socially very disruptive , bu t coul d als o 
be economicall y counter-productiv e becaus e o f it s unpredictabl e 
impact o n th e privat e housin g market . Moreover , w e wan t ou r 
public housing estate s t o be thriving communities , no t slums , an d 
the sures t wa y o f achievin g thi s objectiv e i s no t t o confin e the m 
only [sic)  the poor . 

CHAPTER 2 

1 Pierr e Bourdieu, Distinction:  a  Social Critique  of  the  Judgement  of  Taste, 
translated b y Richar d Nice , London : Routledge , 199 2 (1979) p. 170 . 

The habi tu s i s bot h th e generat iv e principl e o f objectivel y 
classifiable judgement s and the system o f classification (principiu m 
divisionis) o f thes e practices . I t i s in th e relationship betwee n th e 
two capacitie s whic h defin e th e habitus , th e capacit y t o produc e 
classifiable practice s an d works , an d th e capacit y t o differentiat e 
and appreciat e thes e practice s an d product s (taste) , tha t th e 
represented socia l world, i.e. , the space of life-styles, i s constituted . 

2 La u Siu-Ka i an d Kua n Hsin-Chi , The  Ethos  of  the  Hong  Kong  Chinese, 
Hong Kong : The Chines e Universit y Press , 1988 , p. 66. 

http://www.info.gov.hk/hk2000/eng/12/cl2-07_content.htm
http://www.gov.hk/hb
http://www.info.gov.hk/censtatd/eng/
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44.2 percent o f respondents classifie d thei r parents a s belonging t o 
the lowe r class , 25. 6 percen t th e lower-middl e class , 20.2 % th e 
middle-middle class , 3. 3 percen t th e upper-middl e clas s an d 1. 3 
percent th e uppe r class . 

3 Ibid.,  26.3 % respondents sa w themselve s a s lower class , 31.9 percent i n 
the lower-middl e class , 36. 7 percen t th e middle-middl e clas s an d 2. 4 
percent th e upper-middl e clas s an d 2.4 % sa w themselve s i n th e uppe r 
class. See also Tai-lok Lui , Hong Kong's  New  Middle  Class:  Its  Formation 
and Politics  i n Hsin-Huan Michae l Hsia o (ed. ) 'Discovery o f The Middl e 
Classes i n Eas t Asia' , Taipei , Taiwan: Institut e o f Ethnolog y Academic a 
Sinica, 1993 , p . 249 . Her e Lu i classifie s th e ne w middl e clas s a s 
professional, administrativ e an d manageria l employee s who migh t hav e 
specific expertis e an d b e involve d i n som e capacit y wit h managemen t 
in thei r plac e o f employment . 

4 Marjori e Topley , 'Th e Rol e o f Saving s an d Wealt h Amon g Hon g Kon g 
Chinese', in I.C. Jarvie (ed.) Hong Kong:  A Society  in  Transition,  London : 
Routledge an d Kega n Paul , 1969 . 

5 Ibid.,  Onl y th e more 'financially productive ' and statu s professions wer e 
considered t o b e appropriate . I f th e parent s wer e prepare d t o inves t i n 
their children' s educatio n the y preferre d t o se e the m i n a  professio n 
with a  high rat e o f return , ie . doctor, lawyer , accountant . 

6 Jane t W . Salaff, Working  Daughters  of  Hong  Kong:  Filial  Piety  or  Power 
in the  Family  (2n d ed.) , New York : Columbi a Universit y Press , 1995 , 
p. x-xi . 

Although thei r families are large...and are cooped up in unbelievabl y 
crowded quarters , th e youn g wome n d o no t ren t a  plac e fo r 
themselves, a s they could do , but rathe r al l live with thei r families . 
Although legall y entitle d t o spen d thei r mone y a s they wish , the y 
all contribute three-fourth s o r more o f thei r wages to the family — 
not onl y t o help with genera l househol d expense s bu t t o mee t th e 
personal want s o f othe r famil y members , suc h a s th e educationa l 
expenses o f younge r siblings . .  .  . The daughters , wh o ofte n star t 
work a t age s 1 3 to 15 , must therefor e contribut e t o th e educatio n 
of the sons, and in crowded Hong Kong, where education i s finance d 
mainly b y families , thi s investmen t ca n b e substantial . 

7 Lu i Tai-Lok, op.  cit,  p.  256 . 
8 Jane t Salaff , op.  cit.,  p.  194 . 
9 Thomas , W.P . Wong, 'Th e Ne w Middle-Clas s i n Hon g Kong ; Clas s i n 

Formation?' i n Michael , Hsiao , Hsin-Huang , (ed. ) op. cit. 
10 La u Siu-ka i an d Kua n Hsin-chi , op.  cit. 
11 Pierr e Bourdieu , op.  cit.,  p.  387. 
12 Daniel , Miller , Material  Culture  and  Mass  Consumption,  Oxford : 

Blackwell Publishers , 1987 . p. 104 . 
13 Pierr e Bourdieu , op.  cit,  p . 379. 

Festive meal s an d 'Sunda y best ' clothe s ar e oppose d t o everyda y 
meals an d clothe s b y th e arbitrarines s o f a  conventiona l divisio n 
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— 'doing thing s properly ' — just a s th e room s sociall y designate d 
for 'decoration' , th e sittin g room, th e dinin g roo m o r living room , 
are oppose d t o everyda y places , tha t is , by th e antithesi s whic h i s 
more o r les s tha t o f th e 'decorative ' an d th e 'practical' , an d the y 
are decorate d i n accordanc e wit h establishe d conventions , wit h 
knick-knacks o n the mantelpiece, a  forest scen e over the sideboard , 
flowers o n th e table , wi thou t an y o f thes e obligator y choice s 
implying decision s o r a  search fo r effect . 

14 Annual  Report,  Commissioner  for  Resettlement,  1967-68,  pp . 28-29 . 
15 Annual  Report,  Commissioner  for  Resettlement,  1970-71.  Se e also R D 

2/271/69 2 8 Februar y 197 2 a  note fro m I . M Lightbody , Commissione r 
for resettlemen t t o th e Commissione r fo r Housin g Donal d Liao , urgin g 
him t o conside r up-gradin g th e standar d o f finishes i n th e Resettlemen t 
estates t o provide : meta l balcon y grilles , foldin g meta l door , tilin g i n 
the toile t an d plasterin g o f walls . 

16 Annual  Report,  Commissioner  for  Resettlement,  1969-70. 
It was thought tha t no t all tenants could afford a n electricity suppl y 
and i t was therefor e lef t t o eac h tenan t tha t di d want i t t o provid e 
his ow n externa l wirin g from th e mete r board , a s well a s interna l 
wiring. Thi s wirin g ha s no t bee n properl y maintaine d an d i t ha s 
now becom e wor n an d potentiall y dangerous . I t ha s bee n decide d 
that rathe r tha n requir e tenants themselves t o remedy thi s positio n 
the wirin g shoul d b e replaced b y th e Government , th e cos t bein g 
recovered fro m th e tenant s i n th e for m o f a n increas e i n rent . 

17 Ott o Golger , Squatters  and  Their  Resettlement;  Symptons  of  an  Urban 
Crisis, Weisbaden : Ott o Harrassowitz , 1972 , p. 39. 

18 Annual  Report,  Commissioner  for  Resettlement,  1969-70. 
19 Debora h Davis , 'M y Mother' s House' , i n Perr y Link , Richar d Madse n 

and Pau l G . Pickowic z (eds ) Unofficial  China:  Popular  Culture  and 
Thought in  The  People's  Republic.  Colorado : Westview Press , 1989 . 

20 Elle n Johnsto n Laing , 'Th e Persistenc e o f Propriet y i n th e 1980's' , Ibid. 
21 Jane t W . Salaff , op.  cit.,  p.  92 . 
22 Ibid.,  p.  215 . 
23 N g Chu n Hung , 'Cultura l Studies' , Elizabet h Sin n (ed. ) Culture  and 

Society in  Hong  Kong.  Centr e o f Asia n Studie s Occasiona l pape r no . 
116 Hong Kong : The Universit y o f Hon g Kong , 1995 , p. 16 . 

24 Danie l Miller , op.  cit,  p.  174 . 
25 Won g Siu-lun an d Shirle y Yue, 'Satisfaction i n Various Lif e Domains ' i n 

Lau Siu-kai , Le e Ming-kwan , Wa n Po-sa n an d Won g Siu-lu n (eds. j 
Indicators of  Social  Development,  Hong  Kong  1988,  Hon g Kong : Th e 
Chinese Universit y o f Hong Kong , 1991 . Wong and Yue expressed thes e 
findings a s a  'thirs t fo r education' . Jus t ove r a  third o f respondent s ha d 
only primar y educatio n bu t ha d majo r aspiration s tha t thei r son s an d 
daughters woul d achiev e tertiar y leve l education . Th e writer s d o no t 
have an y definit e answer s fo r thes e finding s bu t sugges t tha t thi s mas s 
concern fo r educatio n coul d eithe r b e l inke d t o stron g Confucia n 
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traditions, or a view that educatio n and credentials would bring economi c 
returns. 

26 Hon g Kon g population censu s 2001 . 
27 Pierr e Bourdieu , op.  cit,  p.  77 . 

CHAPTER 3 

1 Joh n T . Myers 'Residents ' Image s o f a  Hong Kon g Resettlemen t Estate : 
A View fro m th e 'Chicke n Coop ' i n Ambros e Y.C . King and Rane e P.L . 
Lee (eds. ) Social  Life  and  Development  in  Hong  Kong,  Hon g Kong : Th e 
Chinese Universit y Press , 1981 . When aske d t o describ e th e Estat e a s 
succinctly a s possible the mos t commo n expressio n was: 'A place wher e 
ordinary familie s live. ' 

2 Pierr e Bourdieu , translate d b y Richar d Nice , Distinction:  A  Social 
Critique of  Taste,  London : Routledge , 199 2 (1979) , p. 473. 

3 Thes e were the floor are a sizes given t o us by the residents . Every famil y 
referred t o Imperia l measurement s rathe r tha n metric . 

4 Th e HKH A provide d overal l measurement s fo r eac h flat . W e were the n 
able t o create a  rough pla n based on th e sketche s mad e a t th e interview . 
The sketc h pla n i s t o b e use d a s a  spatia l guid e rathe r tha n a  precis e 
measurement o f eac h home . 

5 I n 199 3 and 199 4 the Architecture Department o f the Chinese Universit y 
of Hong Kon g carried ou t a  major stud y o f use of space in public housing . 
This involve d measurin g an d recordin g th e positio n o f al l the furnitur e 
in th e flat . Th e stud y yielde d precis e quantitativ e dat a which , togethe r 
wi th a  quest ionnaire , wa s late r use d t o develo p post-occupanc y 
information. 

6 Danie l Miller , Material  Culture  And  Mass  Consumption,  Oxford : 
Blackwell, 1987 . 

7 Ibid.,  p.  102 . 
8 Sidne y Brower , Design  in  Familiar  Places:  What  Makes  Home 

Environments Look  Good,  Ne w York : Praeger , 1988 . p. 12 . 
9 Becaus e they were talkin g to another cultura l inside r mos t familie s use d 

everyday Cantonese. Phoebe transcribed eac h interview, which wa s the n 
passed o n t o externa l translator s -wi t h who m w e ha d a  close workin g 
relationship. Phoeb e and I  went ove r every transcrip t t o ensur e we had a 
useable translatio n tha t adequatel y reflecte d i n Englis h th e qualit y an d 
context o f th e residents ' ow n words . 

10 Anthon y Giddens . The Constitution  of  Society,  Cambridge : Polity Press , 
1984. 

11 Mas s Observation, People's  Homes,  LondomTh e Curwen Pres s Ltd, 1943 . 
12 Sidne y Brower , op.  cit,  p  1 8 cites Herber t Gans ' experienc e o f th e Wes t 

End an d ho w h e develope d a  'selective perception ' a s h e becam e mor e 
used t o th e place . 

13 Ann e Buttimer , 'Home , Reach, And the Sense of Place' in Anne Buttime r 
and Davi d Seamo n (eds ) The  Human  Experience  of  Space  and  Place, 
London: Croo m Helm , 1980 . 
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14 Mirce a Eliade , The  Sacred  and  the  Profane:  The  Nature  of  Religion, 
translated b y Willar d R . Trask , Orlando , Florida : Harcour t Brac e an d 
Company, 198 7 (1957 ) p. 34. 

15 Mas s Observation , op.  cit.,  p.  53 . 
16 Ibid.,  p.  6 3 Positive satisfaction , the y claim , 'i s a  feeling tha t yo u reall y 

like you r house ' whil e negativ e satisfactio n i s '.. . th e feelin g tha t ther e 
is nothing really very bad about your home and it will serve your purpose' . 

17 Ibid.,  p  68. 
Older people were les s critical abou t thei r homes tha n younger ones , 

women les s tha n men , D  clas s les s tha n B  and C  class , peopl e withou t 
children les s tha n thos e wit h children . 

18 Bett y J . Chung and Zack-kuen Kwok , 'Methodologica l Problem s i n Dat a 
Collection an d Questionnair e Constructio n i n Hon g Kong ' in Ambros e 
Y.C Kin g Ranee P.L . Le e op.  cit., 

19 Ervin g Goffman , The  Presentation  of  Self  in  Everyday  Life,  Ne w York : 
The Overloo k Press , 1973 , p . 15 . Goffma n show s ho w wheneve r a n 
individual appear s before other s they wil l 'hav e many motive s fo r tryin g 
to control th e impression the y receive of the situation' . I n fact thi s work s 
both ways , a s I  was als o consciou s ho w the y woul d receiv e me . Th e 
'performance' o f the interview was recursive, not jus t how they responde d 
to us , bu t als o ho w w e responde d t o them , t o hel p the m t o fee l mor e 
relaxed wit h th e interview . 

20 Th e intervie w generall y laste d betwee n 4 5 minute s t o on e hour . 
21 Jane t Salaff, Working  Daughters  in  the  Hong  Kong  Chinese  Family:  Filial 

Piety or  a Power in  the  Family?  (2n d ed.), New York: Columbia Universit y 
Press, 1995 . Salaff foun d tha t i n familie s heade d b y a  mother , workin g 
daughters wer e no t onl y importan t breadwinner s bu t als o assume d 
responsibility fo r majo r decision s regardin g th e household , sinc e th e 
mother ma y b e poorl y educate d an d reluctan t t o tak e responsibility . 
These daughter s wer e als o involve d i n selectin g th e ne w housin g an d 
its furnishings . B y comparison, i n on e family , th e father , kee n t o asser t 
his positio n a s hea d o f th e household , neve r consulte d anyon e els e i n 
the purchase of consumer goods. His daughter was therefore ver y amuse d 
when he r father' s purchas e o f a  television turne d ou t t o b e a  'lemon' . 

22 Danie l Miller , 'appropriatin g th e Stat e on th e Counci l Estate ' Man, vol . 
23, no . 2 . pp. 353-372, 1988 , p. 368. 

23 Evidence d b y a great dea l of friendly cha t with neighbour s passing alon g 
the corridor . 

24 Joh n Collier Jr . and Malcolm Collier , Visual  Anthropology:  Photography 
as a  Research Method,  Albuquerque : Universit y o f Ne w Mexico , 1986 , 
p. 62 . 

In their research int o cultural inventory of Indian families th e Collier s 
posed the question 'Ho w can you tell an Indian family (Nativ e American ) 
lives here ? Th e answe r t o thi s question , combine d wit h additiona l 
attention t o th e characte r o f 'order' , prove d t o b e a  reliabl e mean s o f 
judging th e degre e t o which th e famil y wa s successfull y handlin g thei r 
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life i n th e ne w setting . Disorder , i n clos e association wit h a  low leve l of 
expression of Indian identity , was consistently found in homes of familie s 
who wer e failin g t o cop e wit h relocation. ' 

25 I t i s unlikely tha t familie s coul d rearrang e fixe d furnitur e especiall y fo r 
the visi t sinc e there would b e nowhere the y coul d pu t it . If they di d tid y 
up i t might involv e arranging folding furniture suc h as camp beds , table s 
and chair s agains t th e wal l o r stackin g loos e stools , items no t i n us e a t 
the tim e o f th e visit . Th e basi c layout , le . beds, sof a etc. , woul d no t b e 
altered. 

CHAPTER 4 

1 Richar d R . Wilk , 'Th e Buil t Environmen t an d Consume r Decisions ' i n 
Susan Ken t (ed. ) Domestic  Architecture  and  the  Use  of  Space:  An 
Interdisciplinary Cross-Cultural  Study,  Cambridge : Cambridg e 
University Press , 1990 , p . 36 . Wil k refer s t o consume r researc h o n 
decision processes within th e household which focus on decision-makin g 
as an ongoin g proces s i n whic h th e outcom e o f on e decisio n affect s th e 
input t o th e next . 

2 Gasto n Bachelard, The  Poetics  of  Space,  translate d by Maria Jolas, Boston: 
Beacon Press , 196 9 (1964) , p. 5. 

3 I  have used the (squar e foot) measurement state d by the residents, rathe r 
than th e officia l o r exac t measurement . 

4 On e famil y mentione d tha t i f tw o smal l side-by-sid e unit s wer e no t 
available fo r larg e families , the y migh t b e allocated tw o room s opposit e 
each other . 

5 W e di d not as k an y specifi c question s abou t th e kitche n o r bathroom a s 
we preferre d t o focu s ou r attentio n o n th e interio r desig n o f th e livin g 
area. Althoug h th e kitche n doe s reflec t certai n desig n choice s mad e b y 
the residents , overal l ther e i s les s scop e an d diversit y her e tha n i n th e 
kitchen foun d i n Danie l Miller' s stud y o f counci l flat s i n London . Se e 
Daniel Miller , 'Appropriatin g th e Stat e o n th e Counci l Estate' , Man, 
vol.23 2 , 1988 , pp.353-372 . 

6 Tu-f i (iilfe) , Go d o f th e Land . It may be in th e form o f a  plaque, a  simpl e 
tin containe r o r a  small woode n shrine . 

7 Thes e would be more likely to be blocks with an external corridor, whic h 
might hav e les s traffi c flo w tha n block s wit h a n interna l corridor . 

8 Th e HKH A wer e force d t o introduc e a  policy whereb y onl y authorize d 
contractors, o r famil y members , wer e allowe d t o carr y ou t decoratin g 
works wi th i n th e blocks . Thi s wa s prompte d b y complaint s fro m 
homeowners tha t the y were being intimidated by Triad related decoratin g 
companies. Thes e firm s woul d charg e occupant s twic e th e marke t rat e 
and woul d rais e th e pric e hal f wa y throug h th e job . 

9 Respondent s complaine d tha t the y fel t hassle d b y th e authorize d 
contractors. I f the contractor s were only required t o do minor wor k the y 
would deliberatel y kee p th e tenan t waitin g before the y woul d complet e 
the work . 
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10 Thos e wh o kee p cage d bird s mus t mov e the m insid e a t nigh t s o the y 
will no t b e affected b y the hot ai r expelled from th e ai r conditioner. On e 
father commente d tha t h e los t severa l bird s thi s wa y i n th e past . 

11 Accordin g t o on e tenant , th e approve d styl e o f a luminiu m window s 
should b e sliding , no t push/pul l typ e and th e glas s shoul d b e clear , no t 
tinted. 

12 Amo s Rapoport , House,  Form  and  Culture,  Englewoo d Cliffs : Prentice -
hall, 1969 . 

13 Susa n Kent , 'Activit y Areas and Architecture : An Interdisciplinary Vie w 
of th e Re la t ionsh i p Betwee n us e o f Spac e an d Domes t i c Buil t 
Environments' i n Susa n Ken t (ed. ) Domestic Architecture  and  the  Use 
of Space:  An  Interdisciplinary  Cross-Cultural  Study,  Cambridge : 
Cambridge Universit y Press , 1990 . p. 6 . 

Kent cite s Saegert' s observatio n o f governmenta l (US ) regulation s 
for publi c housing : ' A single mothe r wit h a  daughter get s one bedroom ; 
with a  son, sh e get s two. ' 

14 Se e als o Jim , Tong , K.P . Masters Thesis: ' Space  Utilization  in  Estate 
Flats and  Their  Immediate  Surroundings',  Departmen t o f Architecture , 
University o f Hong Kong , 1969-70 . 

Tong foun d tha t 99 % o f respondent s erecte d a  partition t o achiev e 
privacy fo r sleepin g and undressing . Wherever people expressed negativ e 
response t o thei r flat s the y attribute d t o th e fac t the y wer e unabl e t o 
subdivide thei r flat s satisfactorily . 

15 Donal d A. Schon, The  Reflective  Practitioner:  How  Professionals  Think 
in Action,  Ne w York : Basi c Books , Inc. , 1983 , p. 49. 

16 Maria n Kempne y an d Wojciec h J . Burszt a 'O n Th e Relevance' s o f 
Common Sens e for Anthropologica l Knowledge ' i n Kirsten Hastru p an d 
Peter Hervik , (eds. ) Social  Experience  and  Anthropological  Knowledge, 
Routledge: London , 1994 , p. 131. 

17 Cliffor d Geertz , Commo n Sens e as a Cultural System , Local Knowledge: 
Further Essays  In  Interpretive  Anthropology,  Ne w York : Basi c Books , 
1983, p . 91. 

18 Donal d A . Schon , op.  cit.,  p.  54 . 

CHAPTER 5 

1 Arthu r P . Wolf, 'Gods , Ghosts , an d Ancestors ' i n Arthu r P . Wolf (ed. ) 
Religion and  Ritual  in  Chinese  Society,  Stanford , California : Stanfor d 
University Press , 1974 . 

T'u Ti  Kung, (±Jtkz^) , also Tu-ti,  th e Earth god , o r god o f th e Land , 
is a  tutelary deity , th e governo r o f a  place. T'u  Ti  Kung's  rol e wa s 
to protect th e living from th e dead (th e burie d souls ) and t o spy o n 
the househol d t o repor t thei r behaviou r an d event s t o th e mor e 
superior gods . 

2 Joh n T . Myers , 'Traditiona l Chines e Religiou s Practice s i n a n Urban -
industrial Setting : th e Exampl e o f Kwu n Tong ' i n Ambros e Y . C. Kin g 
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and Rane e P . L . Lee (eds. ) Social  Life  and  Development  in  Hong  Kong, 
Hong Kong : The Chines e Universit y o f Hon g Kong , 1981 , p. 281. 

Residents o f th e earl y estates , wh o ha d t o coo k o n th e corridor , 
found i t was inappropriate t o place the kitchen god' s image outsid e 
of th e home . Tu-T i however , prove d les s o f a  problem sinc e i t ca n 
be represente d i n th e for m o f a n incens e holde r an d tablet . 

3 M.I . Berkowitz, The  Tenacity  of  Chinese  Folk  Tradition  —  Two Studies 
of Hong Kong  Chinese,  Occasiona l Paper , No . 33 Institute o f Southeas t 
Asian Studies , 1975 . 

4 Ibid.,  p . 22. 
5 M y intentio n her e i s t o dra w attentio n t o th e presence , placemen t an d 

range of these cultura l element s withi n th e spac e rather tha n t o attemp t 
to provide a  detailed accoun t o f the significanc e o f religious element s i n 
the Hong Kong home — which i s beyond my ow n disciplin e an d cultura l 
reference. 

6 C . Harr y Hui , 'Religiou s an d Supernatura l Beliefs ' i n La u Siu-kai , Le e 
Ming-kwan, Wa n Po-san , Won g Siu-lu n (eds. ) Indicators  of  Social 
Development Hong  Kong  1988,  Hon g Kong : The Chines e Universit y o f 
Hong Kong , Hon g Kong , 1991 . In thi s stud y 52 % o f peopl e surveye d 
practised ancesto r worship , includin g a  smal l proportio n o f Roma n 
Catholics an d Protestants . Worshipper s wer e usually les s wel l educate d 
and from th e lower socio-economic class . Although people were generall y 
well dispose d toward s geomancy , thos e fro m a  higher socio-economi c 
class were more enthusiastic . The group who ha d the highes t confidenc e 
in Hon g Kong' s futur e (  given tha t thi s wa s pre-1997 ) wer e thos e wh o 
believed i n Chines e fol k religion, - the y als o ha d th e mos t trus t i n th e 
Hong Kong , Chines e an d Britis h governments , an d wer e no t 'seriousl y 
concerned wit h man y socia l problem s tha t worrie d othe r groups' . 

7 Barbar a E. Ward, Through  Other  Eyes:  An Anthropologist  s  View of  Hong 
Kong, Hon g Kong : The Chines e Universit y Press , 1985 , pp. 41-42 . 

8 Ibid.,  p.  4 2 
9 Ibid.,  p.  80 . Ward develope d thi s theor y fro m Levi-Strauss ' versio n o f 

conscious model . 
A people' s Fol k Mode l is , in effect , thei r whol e cultur e see n fro m 
the 'emic ' poin t o f view . Thu s i t include s 'values ' an d 'beliefs ' a s 
well a s fol k taxonomies , cosmologie s etc . an d al l th e nativ e 
knowledge o f the practice and theory o f the object s an d pattern s of 
everyday living , economic , political , kinship s an d religiou s 
behaviour an d s o o n an d s o forth . 

10 Ibid.,  p . 95. 
(i) Folk  Model  (postulated , objectified , though t o f a s bein g 'ou t 
there') and (ii) personal model  (tota l stock of a particular individual' s 
knowledge abou t ho w thing s ar e an d ough t t o be ) o f whic h on e 
section, s o t o speak , is , (iii ) th e persona l versio n o f hi s people' s 
Folk Mode l o r personal folk  model  fo r short . 
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11 Thei r peopl e mean s th e grou p wit h whic h the y identify , fo r example , 
version o f Chineseness suc h a s Hong Kongese , Taiwanese , o r America n 
born Chinese . 

12 Traditionall y th e hom e shoul d b e cleane d o n th e twenty-eight h o f th e 
last mont h o f th e ol d luna r yea r bu t nowaday s peopl e wil l mak e sur e 
that i t i s properl y cleane d o n o r before th e Luna r Ne w Year' s Eve . Th e 
tradition i s said t o deriv e fro m th e cro p cycle , th e quie t perio d betwee n 
the harves t an d th e nex t sowing , allowin g people more tim e t o clean u p 
their homes , mak e specia l food s an d visi t relatives . 

13 Fo r th e traditionalis t thi s migh t exten d t o a  new toothbrush , slipper s 
and comb. Today it is normally only children who will have a completel y 
new se t o f clothes . 

14 Thes e are : peac h trees , puss y willows , chrysanthemum , peon y an d 
narcissus. Specia l flowe r market s tak e plac e ove r th e Luna r Ne w Yea r 
and i t i s traditiona l fo r peopl e t o visi t thes e t o bu y som e flower s fo r 
their home. Orange tree s in pots are also very popular an d migh t b e kep t 
until th e following year . However, sinc e i t is difficult t o get these plant s 
to produc e frui t —  according t o th e traditio n th e numbe r o f fruit s ar e 
important t o bring good fortune —  people usually thro w the m ou t afte r 
the festiv e period . 

15 Debora h Davies 'M y Mother's House ' in Perry Link, Richar d Madsen an d 
Paul G. Pickowitz (eds. ) Unofficial  China:  Popular  Culture  and  Thought 
in the  People's  Republic,  Colorado : Westview Press , 1989 , p. 96. Davie s 
remarked tha t i n the Shangha i homes tha t she visited al l the photograph s 
were recent — 'usually a group photo at a wedding or birthday, o r Chines e 
New Year' s Feast ' — there was one exception whic h sh e claims reveal s a 
'strong materna l influenc e ove r th e domesti c space' . 

In severa l apartment s th e onl y frame d picture s wer e larg e black -
and-white portrait s o f gaunt , elderl y me n an d women . Som e wer e 
photographs o f the husband' s parents , but jus t a s often the y wer e a 
picture o f th e respondent' s mothe r take n soo n befor e he r death . 

16 Elle n Johnston Laing , 'The Persistence o f Propriety in the 1980s ' in Perr y 
Link, Richar d Madse n an d Pau l G . Pickowic z (eds. ) op.  cit.,  p.  163 . 

Laing traces th e ech o of the forma l alta r settin g in peasant house s i n 
China. Th e plac e o f honou r i s 'accentuate d b y mean s o f a  large scal e 
central imag e o r objec t surrounde d b y a  symmetrica l arrangemen t o f 
objects'. Sh e suggest s tha t ofte n i t i s a  mirror tha t become s 'th e centra l 
element i n th e echoe s o f th e ancestra l altar' . 

17 Ibid.,  p.  158 . Laing refers t o th e organisatio n o f th e traditiona l Chines e 
upper clas s hous e wher e th e scroll s hun g i n th e ancestra l alta r wer e 
organized accordin g t o centralize d symmetry . 

In a  formal syste m o f this kind , th e mos t importan t ite m i s in th e 
center, o n the central axis . Secondary objects are ranged in balance d 
symmetry t o either side . The stati c an d stabl e arrangement serve s 
to direc t attentio n t o th e mos t importan t centra l object . 
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18 Danie l Miller , Material  Culture  and  Consumption,  Oxford : Blackwel l 
Press, 1987 , p . 109 . 

19 Thi s i s usually i n summe r whe n th e ma m doo r i s left ope n an d th e gat e 
is expose d t o th e corridor . 

CHAPTER 6 

1 T o exten d th e siz e o f thei r dinin g tabl e man y familie s use d a  circula r 
table top which the y place d o n top o f their norma l tabl e fo r larg e famil y 
gatherings. 

2 South  China  Morning  Post,  5  April 1994 . A poll conducted b y the South 
China Morning  Post  discovere d tha t 'watchin g televisio n i s eigh t time s 
more popula r tha n hors e racing in Hong Kong.. ' '..watching televisio n i s 
the mos t favoure d pastime , more tha n twic e a s popular a s reading book s 
and magazines which ranked third . Shopping and window shoppin g cam e 
second, playin g spor t fourt h an d mahjon g fifth . 

3 Josep h M a n C h a n an d Pau l S.N . Lee , 'Mas s c o m m u n i c a t i o n : 
Consumption an d Evaluation ' i n La u siu-ka i e t a l (eds) , Indicators  of 
Social Development  Hong  Kong  1990,  Th e Chines e University o f Hon g 
Kong. Hong Kong . In this stud y th e author s foun d tha t peopl e spen t 3.2 5 
hours a  day watching television . 

4 Le e Rainwater, Behind  Ghetto  Walls:  Black  Families  in  a  Federal Slum, 
Chicago: Aldine Publishin g Company , 1970 , p. 103 . Rainwater refer s t o 
the 'unsympathetic observers ' of the Pruitt Igo e ghetto who were appalle d 
by the conspicuous presence of new expensive consumer product s amon g 
families livin g o n welfare. I n 1965 , when televisio n wa s stil l fairl y new , 
95% familie s ha d a  television . 

It i s eve n mor e strikin g tha t 68 % o f household s ha d telephones , 
and of these, 62% had either color telephones or princess telephone s 
despite th e fac t tha t suc h telephone s cos t mor e money . Bu t the y 
are colorful an d 'nice ' and enlive n wha t i s often otherwis e a  rathe r 
barren decor . Othe r object s tha t serv e t o den y th e pervasive sens e 
of bar e existenc e ar e expensiv e hi-f i sets . 

CHAPTER 7 

1 I n 198 1 a  group o f Industria l Desig n student s fro m Ontari o Colleg e o f 
Art collaborate d wit h student s fro m th e the n Hon g Kon g Polytechni c 
to design a  modular furniture syste m fo r high-density living . The schem e 
was buil t insid e a  HKHA uni t whic h wa s subsequentl y allocate d t o a 
family t o tes t th e performanc e o f th e project . Th e famil y soo n foun d 
they coul d no t liv e wit h th e modula r syste m and , withi n thre e month s 
they had virtuall y dismantle d it . It was not tha t th e family ha d come u p 
with a  mor e brillian t solutio n tha n th e designers , bu t rathe r tha t th e 
vision create d b y th e designer s create d mor e problem s tha n i t solved , 
because the y chos e no t t o recogniz e th e lifestyl e o f the residents . Give n 
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that th e tea m include d loca l studen t designer s i t suggest s tha t the y ha d 
overruled thei r ow n experienc e o f space and knowledg e abou t ho w loca l 
people live , b y followin g (o r fallin g i n with ) a  desig n methodolog y i n 
common wit h thei r Canadia n counterparts . 

2 On e famil y w e interviewe d ha d tw o refrigerators . Th e grandmothe r 
explained: 

This fridg e coul d no t kee p foo d frozen . I t wa s broke n fo r som e 
time. Late r we trie d t o get i t fixed .  . . but i n th e meantim e w e ha d 
already bough t thi s one , both o f the m work . W e are not willin g t o 
throw th e ol d on e out. , becaus e i t wa s give n t o u s by a  friend . 

This famil y als o stil l ha d th e sam e larg e wate r container s the y use d i n 
the sixtie s when wate r wa s restricted , whic h the y no w use d fo r storin g 
quilts. 

3 Gasto n Bachelard , trans . Mari a Jolas , The  Poetics  of  Space,  Boston : 
Beacon Press , 196 9 (1964) , pp. 78-79 . 

4 Th e daughte r commented : 
I want t o sa y thes e wall s ar e thin . Th e famil y nex t doo r ca n hea r 
what we'r e talkin g about . I  mean i f we tal k loudl y eve n peopl e i n 
the corrido r ca n hea r us . 

CHAPTER 8 

1 Pierr e Bourdieu , trans . Richar d Nice , Distinction:  A  Social  Critique  of 
the Judgement  of  Taste,  London : Routledge , 199 2 (1979) , p. 281. 

The object s endowe d wit h th e greates t distinctiv e powe r are thos e 
which mos t clearl y attes t th e qualit y o f th e appropriation , an d 
therefore th e qualit y o f thei r owner , becaus e thei r possessio n 
requires tim e an d capacitie s which, requirin g a  long investment o f 
time, lik e pictoria l o r musical culture , canno t b e acquired i n hast e 
or by proxy , an d whic h therefor e appea r a s th e sures t indication s 
of th e qualit y o f th e person . 

2 Se e Crai g Clunas , Superfluous  Things:  Material  Culture  and  Social 
Status in  Early  Modern  China,  Chicago : Universit y o f Illinois , 1991 , 
also Lin Yutang , The  Importance  of  Living,  London : Heinemann , 1938 . 

3 Josep h Bosco, 'The McDonald' s Snoop y Craz e in Hong Kong, ' in Gordo n 
Mathews and Tai-lok Lui (eds) Consuming Hong  Kong,  Hon g Kong: Hong 
Kong University Press , 2001. 

4 Gasto n Bachelard, The  Poetics  of  Space,  translate d by Maria Jolas , Boston: 
Beacon Press , 196 9 (1964 ) p. 14 . 

5 Ibid.,  p.  4 . 
6 Edwar d Relph , Place  And  Placelessness,  London : Pio n Ltd , 1976 , p. 41. 
7 Gasto n Bachelard , op.  cit.,  p.  6 . 
8 Ibid.,  p.  136 . 
9 A t th e tim e o f ou r visi t h e ha d borrowe d a  Macintosh compute r whic h 

was place d (temporarily ) o n th e mai n table . 
10 Danie l Miller, 'Consumption a s the Vanguard of History' i n Daniel Mille r 
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(ed.) Acknowledging Consumption:  A  Review  of  New Studies,  London : 
Routledge, 1995 . 

11 Se e also Sunday  Morning  Post,  2  August 1997 . A survey carrie d ou t b y 
the Equa l Opportunitie s Commissio n foun d tha t wome n wer e stil l 
expected t o d o th e lion' s shar e o f chores . U p t o 68 % sai d tha t wive s 
were responsibl e fo r househol d task s suc h a s shopping , cookin g an d 
cleaning. U p t o 70.5 % sai d tha t child-relate d act ivi t ie s suc h a s 
supervising homework , meetin g teacher s an d choosin g primary school s 
fell t o th e mother . Abou t 54 % sai d husband s wer e responsibl e fo r 
maintaining an d repairing household appliance s althoug h 40 % sai d tha t 
the fathe r controlle d th e famil y economy . Th e surve y als o foun d tha t 
there wa s a  strong sens e o f equalit y betwee n mal e an d femal e childre n 
which suggest s tha t wit h th e nex t generatio n th e situatio n i s likely t o 
change. 

12 Gasto n Bachelard , op.  cit.,  p . 68. 
13 Ibid., 
14 Donal d A . Schon, Educating  The  Reflective  Practitioner,  Sa n Francisco : 

Jossey-Bass Publishers , 198 7 p. 68. 

CONCLUSION 

1 A t th e en d o f Marc h 199 9 ther e wer e alread y mor e Housin g Authorit y 
rental block s tha t wer e less than 1 5 years old (  333, 000) than thos e tha t 
were 1 5 years plus (312,000) . Although thi s stil l lef t som e 106 , 000 tha t 
were 2 5 year s an d over , i t doe s appea r t o indicat e tha t th e ne w styl e 
housing ha d alread y becom e mor e prevalen t tha n th e housin g styl e 
featured i n thi s study . See : http://www.info.gov.hf/hd/eng/hd/stat_99/ 
stock.htm. 

2 Becaus e th e Hon g Kon g populatio n ha s increased , th e overal l publi c 
rental figure s hav e no t gon e dow n dramatically : 2,234,56 5 i n 199 1 t o 
2,135,624 i n 2001 . See 2001 Hon g Kon g Populatio n Census , figure s b y 
type o f housin g 1991 , 1996, 2001. The numbe r o f domesti c household s 
increased b y 30 % fro m 1.5 8 mill io n i n 199 1 t o 2.0 5 i n 2001 . Thi s 
increased a t a  faste r rat e tha n th e population , whic h mean t tha t th e 
average househol d siz e decrease d fro m 3. 4 t o 3.1. 

3 Jonatha n L . Freedman , Crowding  and  Behavior,  Sa n Francisco : W.H . 
Freeman an d Co. , 1975 , p. 7 . 

4 Amo s Rapoport , 'Toward s a  Redefinition o f Density' , Environment  and 
Behavior, Vol . 7 , No. 2 , 1975 , pp. 135-158 . 

5 Ibid.,  p.  135 . Rapoport point s ou t tha t a  designer canno t directl y affec t 
or manipulat e crowding , a s a  subjective experience . However.. . 

What the y ca n d o is t o contro l densit y i n it s traditiona l meaning , 
and i f th e relatio n o f thi s t o perceive d densit y i s known , an d th e 
relationship betwee n perceive d densit y an d feeling s o f crowdin g 
or isolation understood , the n thes e latte r ma y become predictabl e 
and migh t possibl y b e affected b y manipulating perceive d density . 

http://www.info.gov.hf/hd/eng/hd/stat_99/
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Behavior; Architecture  and  The  Behavioral  Sciences,  Stroudsberg : 
Dowden, Hutchinso n an d Ross , 1974 . 

7 Cliffor d Geertz , Local  Knowledge:  Further  Essays  in  Interpretive 
Anthropology, Ne w York : Basic Books , 1983 , p. 75. 
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