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CHAPTER NINE

The Handover

any of us thought David
Wilson would be Hong Kong's last governor. Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher had appointed him in 1987. Wilson spoke Mandarin fluently
and had spent many years in the Foreign Service. '

During his term, Governor Wilson oversaw the colony’s first truly
democratic elections. On September 15, 1991, Hong Kong
citizens went to the polls. Of the eighteen seats open for election
in the Legislative Council, twelve went to the United Democrats.
Three others went to parties allied to the Democrats and three to
independents. None of the Chinese-backed candidates was
elected. Of the remaining forty-two legislators, half were
appointed by the governor and half were chosen by members of
‘functional constituencies’—professional groups such as lawyers,
teachers and bankers.

Unfortunately, Governor Wilson was often criticized for being too
willing to bend to China’s demands. Wilson unveiled an ambitious,
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