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Introduction 

E ven fo r thos e wh o hav e live d fo r man y year s i n Hon g Kong , 
the place and it s people continu e t o fascinate, beguile , infuriat e 

and disgust . Beh in d th e hubr i s o f H o n g Kong' s recen t self -
designation a s 'Asia' s World City' , a  glitzy depiction eas y enough t o 
be seduce d b y in certai n areas , numerou s image s abound ; an d a n 
abundance o f cliches . 

Thronged cit y streets pulsing with energy , thronge d wit h buses , 
trams, taxis , private car s and people , peopl e .. . 

Quiet backstree t courtyard s shade d b y spreading banyan s an d 
heavily fragran t pak  laan  tree s (Michelia  alba),  wit h a  garrulou s 
foursome playin g mah-jon g somewher e i n th e afternoo n shade . 

The curlin g roofline s o f venerable Chines e temple s wreathe d 
in sandalwood-scented incens e smoke, their walls blackened an d dar k 
with years o f accreted dus t an d soot . 

Crowded squali d bac k alleys , smellin g o f roaste d pork , diese l 
fumes, marke t sweeping s an d washin g hun g ou t t o dry . 

Undeveloped, almos t wild countryside, only a short distance away 
from th e hear t o f one o f the world' s mos t overcrowde d cities . 

Gleaming steel and glass office towers , the modern day' s temple s 
to trade , bankin g an d propert y speculation ; sharp-suite d office -
workers scurryin g i n an d out , clutchin g thei r mobil e phone s al l th e 
while. 

Money-making machin e masqueradin g a s a legitimate society ; 
noisy politician s gesturin g pointlessl y fo r th e watchin g televisio n 
cameras; government official s responsibl e only , i t sometimes seems , 
to themselve s alone . 

Bone-thin ol d people , pushin g trolley s stacke d hig h wit h wast e 
cardboard an d discarde d aluminiu m can s slowly up the hillsides int o 
the dusk . 

Fantastic, unlikely, glittering Manhatta n Eas t skyline, backed b y 
sheer, towering , jungle-covered mountainside s wher e th e solitar y 
hiker ca n walk for hour s and se e almost no one , then clambe r dow n 
the cliffsid e an d swi m of f magnificen t beache s i n th e ope n sea . 

Dinners simple , extravagan t o r anythin g i n between , followe d 
by the lates t Hollywoo d film,  o r a  performance o f brightly painte d 
opera singers first  down from Szechwa n (Sichuan) ; gazing out acros s 
Victoria Harbour' s myria d light s into th e midnigh t sky . 



Few places i n Asia can hav e change d s o much ove r th e las t fe w 
decades; the remarkabl e thin g i s just ho w many links to the pas t stil l 
linger on i n Hong Kong , amid al l the glitz and modernity . Staggerin g 
too just ho w much ha s gone forever . 

Attractive, integrate d civi c precincts lik e th e formerl y graciou s 
surrounds o f Statu e Squar e hav e bee n completel y transforme d — 
some would sa y obliterated —  over the pas t half-century, wit h onl y a 
few isolated remnant s lik e the old Supreme Cour t and th e Cenotap h 
to remind u s of what once was a very attractive downtow n area . Tha t 
element o f the pas t ha s gone. I t has vanished, bee n throw n away . I t 
no longe r exists . Centra l involve s man y adjectives , bu t pleasan t i s 
seldom on e o f them . 

Some places , remarkably , hav e change d littl e o r nothin g wit h 
the passag e o f time . A St John's Cathedra l parishione r o r a  studen t 
from th e Universit y o f Hong Kong , returning afte r hal f a  century o r 
so away , would find  littl e change d i n eithe r ol d buildin g o r thei r 
immediate surroundings . Bu t these , notably , ar e amongs t th e fe w 
exceptions. 

Of th e bes t of Hong Kong' s old urban buildings , hardly any stil l 
remain. Tsi m Sh a Tsui' s Kowloon-Canton Railwa y Station, Central' s 
Hong Kon g Clu b an d Genera l Pos t Office , Causewa y Bay' s Le e 
Theatre o r th e marvellou s Repuls e Ba y Hote l —  th e lis t o f los t 
heritage-grade building s that only live on in picture books and fadin g 
memories i s almost endless ; everyone ha s a  favourite exampl e o f a 
place no w vanished . 

And al l o f thes e bui ld ing s m e n t i o n e d abov e wer e onl y 
demolished afte r —  no t befor e —  a  dedicate d Antiquitie s an d 
Monuments Offic e wa s established i n 1976 . They were los t becaus e 
even when Hon g Kong's , admittedly toothless , protective legislatio n 
was enacted , fe w loca l resident s care d enoug h t o publicl y deman d 
preservation o f what stil l remained . 

As a  direc t result , Hon g Kong' s ever-presen t combinatio n o f 
entrenched veste d interests , privat e gree d an d publi c apath y ha s 
ensured tha t very little built heritage now remains in the urban area s 
to pas s o n t o comin g generations . An d o f course , o n th e mor e 
frequented street s of areas such as Central and Causeway Bay, virtually 
nothing remains from th e past . And what does still precariously han g 



on become s a  locall y renowned 'antiquity' , eagerl y pointe d ou t t o 
those, especiall y newcomer s t o Hon g Kong , who ave r tha t nothin g 
now remains fro m th e past . 

A flight o f stone step s lit top and botto m b y brackets of wrought-
iron ga s lamps , say , o r a n incongruousl y survivin g bronz e statue , 
marooned patheticall y ou t o f tim e an d context , becom e loca l 
marvels. Featured i n guidebooks an d touris t pamphlet s an d eagerl y 
pointed ou t t o sightseer s as evidence tha t Hong Kon g stil l cherishe s 
its links with the past , few, if any, of Hong Kong's 'monuments ' woul d 
be considere d notabl e anywher e els e in th e world. But here the y ar e 
made muc h of , an d tha t fac t i n itsel f provide s interestin g an d 
unexpected insight s int o Hon g Kong' s psyche . 

Perhaps mos t obviously , th e lavis h attentio n devote d t o thes e 
scraps and fragments i s a tell-tale marker o f Hong Kong's remarkabl y 
inward-looking natur e and , b y extension, just how ice-thin th e city' s 
layer o f 'internationalism ' reall y is . Hong Kong' s heritag e site s ar e 
seldom openl y benchmarke d agains t simila r site s i n othe r 'worl d 
cities' — th e compariso n woul d just b e to o marked . 

But in a  backhanded sor t of way these scattered oddment s reall y 
are monuments t o Hon g Kong' s past , ye t i n way s very fe w car e t o 
think about . Thei r endurin g presenc e ar e testament s t o the cit y an d 
its peop le ' s prevail in g lac k o f civi c awareness , t o it s wanto n 
disregarded sens e o f how what went before elementall y shape s wha t 
Hong Kon g i s like now , an d th e quit e chillin g unconcer n fo r wha t 
the plac e would eventuall y b e lik e for futur e generations . 

This indifference ofte n parallel s a striking, sometimes stunning , 
ignorance o n th e par t o f man y Hon g Kon g peopl e o f al l races , o f 
the plac e tha t the y have lived in al l their lives . It's almost to o easy t o 
say, as many loca l resident s do , tha t Hong Kon g has no history , an d 
a truism tha t for s o much o f its history the future wa s so uncertain a s 
to be unfathomable . A s a direct result , for man y Hong Kon g people , 
the cit y lives only in an d fo r th e present . 

An intereste d backstree t wanderer lookin g t o know more abou t 
the city' s past i s not often serve d by asking other Hon g Kon g peopl e 
for clues . For the mos t part , Hong Kong people don' t know anythin g 
much abou t i t either , an d mos t can' t quit e understan d wh y anyon e 
should tak e much an y interest in a  heritage no t thei r own. Far bette r 



to sip cappuccinos i n the air-conditioning somewher e an d tal k abou t 
life i n Sydney , New York or Vancouver, the y imply, tha n pok e abou t 
in loca l backstreet s amon g th e dir t an d th e smell s where afte r all , 
there's reall y nothing muc h t o se e o r d o anyway . 

What ofte n forcefull y strike s newcomer s t o Hon g Kon g i s ho w 
extraordinarily littl e knowledge, o r even curiosity , most people bor n 
and brough t u p her e see m t o hav e abou t th e plac e they'v e live d i n 
all their lives. Cynics frequently snee r tha t if Hong Kong people can' t 
make mone y ou t o f something, sin g into it , eat it or han g a  designe r 
label of f i t then the y feel it' s not worth knowin g about . Whil e ther e 
is unfortunately som e trut h i n this , th e underlyin g reason s wh y s o 
many hav e ende d u p knowin g s o littl e abou t th e plac e the y hav e 
lived i n al l thei r live s are deep-roote d an d complex . 

Before th e late 1960s , very few people of any race, with the partia l 
exception o f the loca l Portuguese an d Eurasians , a  small sectio n o f 
the Chines e populatio n an d a  smalle r stil l numbe r o f Europeans , 
and a  scattering o f Parsees,Jews an d others , reall y were  local, in th e 
sense of being lifelong residents , born, raised and educate d i n Hon g 
Kong. The overwhelmin g majorit y o f th e populatio n cam e her e t o 
earn a  living, not make a home. Almost everyone was from somewher e 
else, and full y intende d t o go bac k ther e i n time . 

To spea k o f Heung  Kong  Yan  (Hon g Kon g People ) befor e tha t 
time, in the sense tha t the ter m would be understood b y many today , 
has virtually n o meaning , an d i s a little lik e referrin g t o sixteenth -
century Italians , o r nineteenth-centur y Singaporeans ; ther e jus t 
weren't any . Tuscans, Genoese an d Neapolitans in Italy, or Hokkiens , 
Tamils and Bugi s Malays in Singapore, yes, but the distinctive , share d 
inter-communal identit y which w e recognize toda y i n thos e place s 
came muc h later , a s it did t o Hon g Kon g a s well. 

With littl e share d heritag e an d s o much discontinuit y afte r th e 
Pacific War , what was here before 194 9 was largely irrelevant to thos e 
who came afterwards . I n the 1950 s almost no sense of a shared Hon g 
Kong community existed . Instead, ther e was a collection o f differen t 
communities wh o live d sid e b y sid e bu t seldo m i f eve r mingled . 
Cultivating a  common Hon g Kong-base d heritag e throug h th e stud y 
of local history and encouraging the sense of patrimony that develop s 



as a result was a non-starter when, for mos t residents, there was simply 
no commo n legac y to begin with . 

Hong Kon g wasn' t a  plac e tha t thos e wh o eventuall y becam e 
'Hong Kong People' had grown up with, and the y didn't really expect 
— muc h les s hop e —  tha t thei r childre n o r grandchildre n woul d 
ever com e t o fee l deepl y fo r th e place . Hong Kong' s only value was 
as a haven of refuge fro m disorde r elsewhere , a temporary way station 
for peopl e wh o neve r los t the feelin g tha t ultimatel y the y were just 
stopping of f o n th e way to somewhere else . 

Given thi s transient situation , why should anyon e bother t o car e 
for th e place , o r wan t t o kno w mor e abou t i t than the y neede d fo r 
day-to-day living? If graceful ol d buildings were heedlessly destroyed , 
beautiful sceni c vistas irretrievably ruined , th e harbou r an d beache s 
fouled almos t beyon d r e d e m p t i o n an d th e Ne w Terr i tor ie s 
countryside squandere d an d lost , well, ultimately i t didn't matte r — 
or s o the flawe d reasonin g went . 

For afte r all , Hong Kon g wasn' t reall y home; i t was just a  plac e 
to make enough mone y to buy an emigrant's visa to Canada, Australia 
or th e Unite d States , just a s thre e generation s earlie r Hon g Kon g 
represented littl e mor e tha n th e opportuni t y t o sav e u p fo r a 
comfortable retiremen t elsewher e in one o f the scattered Pear l Rive r 
Delta towns , o r i n on e o f th e mor e picturesqu e Englis h villages , 
depending o n wher e on e ha d originall y haile d from . 

The consciou s developmen t o f a  distinc t Hon g Kon g identit y 
was neve r encouraged ; i t stil l isn' t largel y becaus e i t woul d b e 
interpreted b y th e mainlan d governmen t ( a fac t the y themselve s 
have admitted) a s the colonia l authoritie s trying to create a  separate, 
ultimately self-governin g entit y ou t o f Hon g Kong , simila r t o 
Singapore's politica l developmen t a t thi s time , whic h the y woul d 
never tolerate. And today , as we are constantly reminded, th e concep t 
of 'On e Country ' i s paramount , whateve r th e ride r abou t 'Tw o 
Systems' might onc e hav e been take n t o mean. Bu t the en d resul t o f 
both policie s has been th e same — a Hong Kong identity has evolved 
by default an d someho w managed , i n spit e of so many obvious fault s 
and flaws , t o surviv e an d flourish  agains t th e odds . 

In th e futur e w e may come t o se e tha t th e distinct , widespread , 



Hong Kon g identity , n o les s real fo r bein g flawed,  belonge d onl y t o 
a thi n slic e i n time , fallin g somewher e betwee n th e turmoi l o f th e 
late 1960 s and th e tur n o f th e twenty-firs t century , a  few years afte r 
the handover. Shanghai ceased to be a meaningful exchang e betwee n 
China an d th e res t o f th e worl d b y the mid-1950 s a s China turne d 
inward an d i n man y way s Shangha i cease d t o exis t a s a n identit y 
distinctly separat e fro m th e res t o f th e main land . A  simila r 
convergence appear s t o be happenin g i n Hon g Kong , always a very 
inward-looking plac e anyway . And a s China continues t o moderniz e 
and loo k outward , th e formerl y star k disparitie s i n lifestyl e an d 
expectat ions betwee n Hon g Kon g peopl e an d thei r mainlan d 
contemporaries ca n onl y further narro w with eac h passin g year . 

The not-so-slo w diaspor a o f Hon g Kon g peopl e i n th e 1980 s 
and 1990s , th e stead y hemorrhagin g o f Hon g Kong' s bes t an d 
brightest t o Canada , Australi a an d elsewher e i n th e post-Join t 
Declaration, an d especiall y post-Tiananmen years , is perhaps on e o f 
the cleares t markers of this. The genuinely middle clas s — as distinct 
from th e merel y affluent —  have not , sadly , returned t o Hong Kon g 
in any great numbers . They have lef t permanently , an d loca l societ y 
shows thei r los s in man y les s obvious ways. 

Those who hav e come back , regrettably , ar e for th e mos t part a s 
opportunistic a s those who never lef t i n the first  place , perhaps eve n 
more so . Their sens e of commitment t o Hong Kong , i f it even exist s 
at all , is even mor e tenuou s tha n i t was before; no w the y an d thei r 
children n o longe r have  to sta y here , com e wha t may , i f doin g s o 
doesn't reall y suit them i n anyway . And s o there i s little incentive t o 
work fo r a  bette r Hon g Kon g fo r tomorrow' s generatio n —  thei r 
day ca n daw n elsewhere . Fo r thes e peopl e i t reall y doesn't  matte r 
now, i f it ever did anyway , whether Hon g Kon g gets further trashed , 
polluted, buil t over, and despoiled . They've got thei r bol t hole; her e 
is only for now . Why bother abou t anythin g else ? 

The disregarde d past , nevertheless , i s stil l lurkin g about , bu t 
increasingly i t take s som e lookin g fo r i n mos t places . Wanderin g 
about Hong Kong Island's backstreets, in places like Kennedy Town , 
Shau Ke i Wa n o r Wa n Chai , on e ca n somet ime s fee l lik e a n 
archaeologist o f the modern-da y workin g withou t a  shovel , piecin g 
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together isolated fragments fro m wha t was here unti l almost yesterday 
to build u p a  picure o f a  very differen t place . 

Glimpses o f earlie r time s remai n her e an d there , an d i n som e 
corners audibl e echoe s a s well, but fo r many , what went before i s at 
best partially buried, eve n somewha t obscure . But learn what to loo k 
and liste n for , an d a n otherwis e everyda y scen e ca n completel y 
change. 

Market street s are stil l raucous place s o f vendor's cries , and no t 
so long ago the clip-clop of wooden slipper s (mook  kek) was a commo n 
and distinctiv e soun d hear d al l over Hong Kong . Ove r th e las t fort y 
years mook  kek have steadil y give n wa y t o rubber-sole d shoes , an d 
their onc e commo n availabl e presenc e ha s vanished int o th e past . 
But the y ar e stil l sol d i n a  fe w shop s her e an d there , an d ver y 
occasionally on e wil l hear someon e wearin g them , probabl y a n ol d 
person, clattering along the pavement in the late afternoon i n searc h 
of a fresh fish  an d som e green vegetables to prepare fo r th e family' s 
evening meal . 

At moments like that, one can think that the city's distinctiveness 
hasn't completel y vanished , no t just ye t anyway , and tha t ther e ar e 
still echoe s —  audibl e a t quit e a  distanc e i n thi s cas e —  o f wha t 
Hong Kon g use d t o be like . Or i t can see m lik e that , fo r thos e wh o 
care t o listen . And so , wandering aroun d Hon g Kong' s backstreets , 
one need s t o loo k fo r othe r element s fro m th e past , mor e cultura l 
and lasting , and identif y link s between the m an d th e present . One' s 
historical imaginatio n take s over , and thi s is perhaps th e bes t par t o f 
a wander aroun d Hon g Kong . 

A foundation ston e here , a  statu e ther e o r fro m tim e t o tim e 
that rares t o f loca l sight s —  a  well-preserved ol d buildin g —  giv e 
subtle hint s t o Hon g Kong' s past . Name s o n street s give a  few suc h 
intimations o f the pas t and lea d o n t o other lingerin g signpost s tha t 
point th e way towards vanished people , lon g los t places and almos t 
completely altere d way s of life. But not to o many clues lead t o read y 
answers an d the i r p r e senc e pose s a s man y quest ion s abou t 
contemporary Hon g Kong' s attitud e t o it s past a s they lay to rest . 

In recen t years heritage trail s in both th e urba n an d rura l area s 
have at tempte d t o writ e somethin g o f thei r area' s pas t bac k int o 
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public consciousness , bu t lik e man y suc h initiatives , sadly , the y al l 
too ofte n see m lik e a  cas e o f to o littl e an d fa r to o lat e fo r an y 
meaningful impac t o n publi c awarenes s t o be possible . 

Let's take a n exampl e o f one suc h walking trail , well researche d 
and seemingl y wel l though t out , wit h considerabl e sum s o f publi c 
money spen t o n implementa t ion . Wha t doe s D r Su n Yat-sen , 
revolutionary ' founder ' o f moder n China , an d th e gai  see  (we t 
market) o n Central' s Bridge s Street , smellin g o f drie d vegetables , 
wet feathers an d fres h chicke n blood , possibl y have in common? O n 
the surfac e o f it , nothing . Nevertheless , thi s unremarkable , rathe r 
grubby spot forms an integral part of the Central and Western Distric t 
Board's Su n Yat-se n Heritag e Trai l — a  series o f marker plaque s a t 
various location s connecte d wit h D r Sun' s studen t year s i n Hon g 
Kong an d subsequen t revolutionar y activities , whe n h e use d th e 
British colon y a s a base an d relativel y saf e haven . 

For marke r plaque s ar e al l tha t remain ; almos t everythin g els e 
that was in any way connected with Sun Yat-sen's time in Hong Kon g 
has long since been demolished . As with other heritage trail s create d 
in th e urba n area s i n recen t years , th e inscription s her e record , i n 
effect, tha t 'o n thi s site, three o r four building s ago , there use d t o b e 
something interestin g o r significant. ' Bu t beyond that , nothing fro m 
the pas t remain s fo r th e amble r t o encounter . Ther e i s virtuall y 
nothing at all to see as you walk along, beyond a  usually unremarkabl e 
modern buildin g an d a  small marke r plaque . 

The Centra l an d Wester n Her i tag e Trail , lai d ou t b y th e 
Antiquities an d Monument s Office , follow s a  similar patter n t o th e 
Sun Yat-se n Trail . Ou t o f thirty-fiv e 'site s o f interest ' depicte d o n 
official brochure s publicizin g th e Sheun g Wa n Route , ninetee n o f 
them ar e only marker plaques . While some o f the site s covered, suc h 
as the Ma n M o Temple , ar e o f considerable historica l an d cultura l 
interest, other s ar e of , a t best , tenuou s importance . Whil e well -
meaning , th e historica l significanc e o f thes e site s i s ofte n s o 
unconvincing tha t al l but th e mos t hardened histor y fanatic , whos e 
sole aim an d purpos e i s to gaze a t the sit e of th e long-vanishe d stal l 
where D r Sun habituall y too k his breakfast congee , can b e enthuse d 
by any of them . 



One suc h tenuou s 'heritag e site ' i s the publi c par k o n Cain e 
Road, th e clai m t o prominenc e o f which i s that i t i s where a  row o f 
Police Marrie d Quarter s onc e stood . Buil t i n 192 0 o f red bric k an d 
stucco and les s than sixt y years old when tor n down , the y were o f n o 
great archi tec tura l merit ; i n Sydney , Calcutta , Mancheste r o r 
Singapore, buildings such as these would literally not have warrante d 
a second glance . The pamphle t migh t just a s well read, 'O n thi s site, 
more tha n twent y year s ago , ther e onc e stoo d a  ro w o f fairl y 
unremarkable buildings , sinc e demolished. ' Th e towe r bloc k o n 
Seymour Road, immediately behind an d overlooking the park, stand s 
on th e sit e of Idlewild,  the rathe r mor e impressiv e tow n residenc e o f 
early c o m p r a d o r e Si r Rober t Ho tung . B y th e logi c employe d 
concerning th e park' s inclusio n ther e shoul d perhap s b e a n entr y 
for tha t a s well, but ther e isn't . 

All of this , though, sadl y demonstrates just how bare th e botto m 
of th e loca l heritag e barre l ha s been scraped . Whe n 'sites ' lik e th e 
park o n Cain e Roa d hav e bee n deeme d worth y o f inclusio n i n 
literature promotin g 'heritage' , i t is impossible no t t o suspect tha t i t 
was only for shee r wan t o f anything better . 

Heri tage i s generall y a  rathe r subjectiv e concept ; wha t ha s 
meaning an d significanc e fo r on e grou p ca n b e — and al l too ofte n 
is — completely irrelevan t t o others. Hopefully her e o n thes e pages , 
various kind s o f Hon g Kon g people , fro m th e recentl y arrive d t o 
those whose familie s hav e live d her e fo r generations , ca n recogniz e 
elements o f th e plac e tha t ar e significan t t o themselves . 

Perhaps th e mos t famou s sigh t i n Hon g Kong , a n imag e well -
known t o generation s th e worl d over , i s the sigh t o f th e cit y itself , 
layered upo n th e lowe r slope s o f Victoria Peak , with th e green-cla d 
mountainside itsel f providing a  majestic silhouett e an d unchangin g 
backdrop t o th e constantl y evolvin g scene below it . Of al l aspects o f 
Hong Kong' s heritage , thi s view is one tha t everyon e acros s the ful l 
racial, socio-economi c spectrum , fro m Shanghaines e tycoo n t o 
Cantonese taxi-driver , Pakistan i watchman t o Peakit e tai  tai,  has a t 
some poin t gaze d a t and admired , eve n i f only unconsciously . 

In a  fe w shor t year s tha t vie w wil l b e gone . Super-hig h offic e 
buildings, that most pernicious present-day example of greedy vested 
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interests prevailin g ove r th e wider , les s immediately tangibl e publi c 
benefit, ar e steadil y obliterating th e very view of the Pea k itsel f wit h 
an impenetrabl e wal l o f glas s an d steel . And no w i t i s to o lat e t o 
stop. 

Like mos t o f Hong Kong' s buil t heritage i n th e past , thi s view is 
being los t withou t pathos , withou t protest , an d almos t withou t 
comment. N o on e i n authority , i t seems , ha s eve r though t o f th e 
uninterrupted Hon g Kon g skylin e a s a n invaluabl e par t o f Hon g 
Kong's collectiv e heritage , o f equa l valu e t o Chinese , Europeans , 
Eurasians, Parsees , Portuguese , Indian s an d ever y other nationalit y 
who eve r settle d here , whic h mus t b e preserve d a t al l costs . A s a 
result, possibl y th e onl y elemen t o f Hon g Kong' s heritag e tha t i s 
common t o al l groups i s shortly t o disappea r forever . 

Part o f the reaso n fo r thi s lies in th e blindl y commercia l natur e 
of Hong Kong and many of its people who, as the cliche appropriatel y 
runs, know the price of everything and th e value of nothing. Anothe r 
cause perhap s i s the wear y acceptanc e b y both concerne d partie s 
and on e suspects , th e genera l public , tha t th e unsubtl y expresse d 
wishes of powerful veste d interest s would inevitabl y prevail, over thi s 
as every othe r issue , whatever protes t ma y have bee n made . Thi s i s 
what has always happened i n the past , and so , perhaps, there seeme d 
little o r n o poin t i n eve n trying . 

Future generation s o f residents an d visitor s may gasp in deligh t 
at many things in Hong Kong, but the majestic sigh t of Victoria Peak , 
rearing massivel y unimpeded abov e th e height s o f the cit y will, alas, 
not b e on e o f them . 

In thi s book I  have trie d t o show Hong Kon g a s it really is,  or a t 
least as it is to me, rather tha n presen t a n idealize d version o f how i t 
was, o r coul d be . Feature d withi n thes e page s yo u wil l fin d th e 
beautiful , th e m o d e r n , th e stylis h an d th e graceful , p lace d 
immediately nex t t o scenes of squalor, poverty , deca y and stupidity . 
For thi s i s how Hon g Kon g is ; the magnificen t an d th e tawdry , th e 
distressing, th e agreeabl e an d th e mindless , al l somehow managin g 
to coexis t sid e by side, and overlappin g mos t o f the tim e a s well. 

Some corner s o f Hon g Kon g depicte d her e ar e prosai c an d 
everyday, an d reflec t element s o f Hong Kon g lif e tha t ar e repeate d 
all ove r th e territory ; other s ar e mor e obscure , an d man y ar e 



completely area-specific . Man y location s ar e sharpl y focuse d whil e 
others contai n mor e diffus e images , impression s an d evocations . 
Aspects of Hong Kong life and Hon g Kong people tha t I've selected , 
as well a s my comment s abou t them , wil l b e controversial ; mayb e 
even embarrassin g o r offensiv e a t times . 

Some place s are a  hidden embarrassmen t o f little-known riche s 
while o ther s conta i n no t muc h mor e tha n th e stree t name s 
themselves an d a  few stories to point th e way towards what once wa s 
found there . In thes e localities I have tried t o show things that aren' t 
there anymore , an d tr y t o giv e a  flavour, a  smell , an d a  sound o f 
what i t once wa s like, or migh t hav e bee n like . 

Like Hon g Kon g itself , i t i s a deliberate bu t a t time s seemingl y 
random selection , a n ofte n contradictor y blen d o f sights , sounds , 
smells, an d images . Hon g Kon g i s like tha t too . I t i s not th e sam e 
place fo r everyone , an d neithe r shoul d i t be . 

Above al l Streets:  Exploring Hong  Kong  Island  i s a n intensel y 
personal book . Thi s i s my  Hong Kong , written a s / see it . I t i s a view 
of Hong Kong seen through th e eyes of a long-term resident — myself 
— whos e imag e o f th e plac e an d it s varie d people s constantl y 
oscillates between fascination , disgust , amusement , irritation , prid e 
and delight , al l emotions experience d i n th e cours e o f a n averag e 
day an d ofte n withi n a n hou r o r two . But nevertheles s I  stil l go t o 
bed ever y evening lovin g the plac e a s much a s ever. And I  still don' t 
quite kno w why I feel tha t way. 

Mine will not be everyone's version of Hong Kong. It will certainly 
seem be obscure for some , and fo r other s locations tha t should see m 
the mos t familia r wil l b e almos t unrecognizable . Bu t within thes e 
boundaries I  hope reader s will identify element s o f Hong Kong tha t 
are familia r t o the m a s well, stimulate a  wish t o explor e other s tha t 
are mor e unknown , o r simpl y caus e the m t o no d wit h recognitio n 
and the n sa y quietly t o themselves , 'Yes , that's ho w I  see i t too. ' 



Situated directl y across from th e mirror-wall s 
and constantl y changin g disco-ligh t colour s 
of The Cente r i s Graham Stree t and it s daily 
fresh foo d gai  see  or street-market . Thi s 
narrow lan e remain s —  fo r no w anywa y — 
an earth y an d vita l slic e o f th e 'real ' Hon g 
Kong, rapidl y vanishin g i n o the r places . 
Some o f the building s alon g thi s steep littl e 
backstreet hav e stoo d her e fo r a  century o r 
more, but al l of this is soon t o change a s th e 
area i s slate d fo r eventua l demolitio n an d 
redevelopment. 

Many of Central's office-workers sto p of f 
here o n thei r wa y hom e t o pic k u p som e 
really fres h bea n curd , fish  an d vegetable s 
for d i n n e r , ins tea d o f set t l in g fo r th e 
frequently stal e p roduc e o n offe r i n th e 
supermarkets. 
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Graham Street 

Graham Stree t i s almost continuall y dam p an d slipper y an d it' s very eas y t o 
come a  croppe r amblin g alon g here . Mos t o f th e wetnes s come s fro m th e stall s 
along th e edge s o f th e street , a s the vegetable s ar e frequentl y splashe d dow n t o 
keep the m fres h i n th e summe r heat . To thi s slurry is added, throughou t th e day , 
an unappealin g mixtur e o f caf e slops , marke t leaving s an d rubbis h droppe d b y 
passers-by. B y earl y evening , whateve r th e season , Graha m Stree t i s almos t 
completely deserted , a s with muc h o f Central , a s th e las t weary office-worker s 
head fo r hom e an d th e stallholder s tha t cate r t o the m pac k u p an d go . 

f Y j Tau  foo stall 

Almost permanently clad whatever 
the weathe r i n whit e T-shirt , gre y 
shorts and black cloth slippers , the 
cheery old proprietor o f this long-
r u n n i n g stal l o n th e corne r o f 
Graham Stree t and Queen' s Roa d 
Central ha s been plyin g th e bea n 
curd trad e here for decades ; when 
pressed fo r detail s h e say s he jus t 
can't remember ho w many it is any 
more. 

Ah Sook  (uncle) and hi s cheer y 
wife sel l e x c e l l e n t tau  foo  fa 
(sometimes describe d a s 'silke n 
bean curd' ) sof t bea n curd , slice d 
in thi n piece s an d serve d wit h 
sticky home-mad e ginge r syru p 
and a  generous spoonfu l o f wong 
tong (ochre-yellow , crumbled-u p 
Chinese cane-sugar ) sprinkle d 
over th e top . 

Served ho t o r cold , th e pric e 
is th e same , a  bargai n a t $5 . Fo r 
regular customers , the empty bowl 
will b e fille d u p wit h swee t tau 
cheung (soy a bea n milk ) afte r you'v e finishe d eatin g a t n o extr a cost . The y als o 
stock variou s grade s o f fresh , pressed , drie d o r deep-frie d bea n curd , a s well a s 
bean sprouts . Qualit y i s some o f the bes t i n th e street . 
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Graham Street 

Four Sea Medicine Company 

This littl e medicin e sho p ha s a 
r e m a r k a b l e a r ra y o f p a t e n t 
medicines o n display . Som e ar e 
m a d e i n H o n g Kong , whil e 
o t h e r s a r e i m p o r t e d f ro m 
S i n g a p o r e , M a l a y s i a o r 
elsewhere. On e popula r remed y 
is Sea Coconu t Coug h Mixture , 
a bargai n a t $1 6 a  bott le . Th e 
potion i s manufactured i n Hon g 
Kong b u t ha s c o n t e n t s a n d 
instructions pr in te d i n Malay , 
Chinese, Tami l an d Englis h — 
obviously with the Singapore an d 
Malaysian marke t i n mind . Th e 
p e r e n n i a l l y p o p u l a r Mada m 
Pearl's Coug h Mixtur e come s i n 
two sizes ($1 2 an d $16 ) an d wil l 
both reliev e tha t naggin g coug h 
and pu t you t o sleep a t the sam e 
time. 

Menthol-based embrocatio n 
oils suc h a s Ax e Universa l Oi l 
range fro m a  couple o f dollar s a 
bottle t o unde r $2 0 fo r a  larg e 
one tha t will last the averag e family fo r years . Rub i t on you r body to relieve ache s 
and pains , on th e head an d unde r th e nos e for headaches , and o n th e stomac h t o 
dispel wind . I t works —  really ! Penang-mad e Nutme g Oi l with a  few strand s o f 
mace i n th e botto m o f th e bottl e serve s th e sam e purpose , an d whil e a  little bi t 
more expensiv e tha n th e others , i t certainly smell s a  great dea l nicer . 

Four Se a also stock s th e usua l arra y o f pre-packaged Chines e her b mixture s 
and som e everyda y household item s such a s soap powder , dishwashin g liqui d an d 
powdered bleac h —  al l very competitively priced . Gree n nylo n scourin g pad s fo r 
example ar e a  bargain a t $5 for a  bundle . 



Graham Street 

0 Frozen meat shop 

You ca n bu y any th in g i n th e 
frozen mea t line her e fro m a  fe w 
slices o f l u n c h e o n h a m o r a 
chicken le g t o hal f a  bullock' s 
worth o f steaks. Much o f the bee f 
on offe r come s fro m Brazi l an d 
is much cheaper , say s one o f th e 
workers, than tha t obtained fro m 
Australia, Ne w Zealan d o r th e 
United States . You ca n just tast e 
that d isappear in g Amazonia n 
rainforest wit h ever y bit e yo u 
take. 

F o r t h o s e w i t h o u t 
environmental hang-ups , o r th e 
simply budget-conscious , a  2  k g 
roll o f admittedl y ver y tende r 
Scotch fillet  goe s fo r $60 , whil e 
frozen o x tongues , just th e thin g 
for makin g you r ow n col d meat , 
are abou t $3 0 each . 

If you require , th e staf f wil l 
happily cu t a  steak of f th e froze n 
slab with a  broad-axe size d meat -
cleaver whil e yo u wait , weig h i t 
and tak e you r mone y a s you g o 
out. Frozen fish  an d seafoo d ar e a  major ite m a s well, with large fillets  o f flounder 
or sol e going for $12-1 5 each . There i s a fair amoun t o f passing retai l trade , the y 
say, but mos t busines s goe s wholesale t o restaurant s i n Centra l an d elsewhere . 

f V j Kowloon  Sauce Shop 

This little shop sell s their ow n brand o f really tasty hoyau  (oyste r sauce) , a  snap a t 
between $1 5 and $3 0 a  bottle dependin g o n th e size , ideal fo r servin g with som e 
fresh green s from on e o f the stall s outside. I n spit e o f repeated enquirie s n o on e 
seemed t o kno w just wher e th e oyster s cam e fro m —  let' s hop e the y wer e not 
plucked fro m th e turgi d water s o f Deep Ba y in th e northwes t New Territories .. . 
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Bottles of tau  baan  cheung  (yellowish fermented soy a bean sauce ) an d laat  chiu 
yau (chill i oil ) stan d packed i n cartons in front o f the shop , and non e ar e over $1 0 
each. Staf f ar e friendl y an d als o suppl y wholesale t o th e restauran t trade . The y 
also stock a  range o f mainland-made jeet cho (black or red vinegars) , the tasties t o f 
which ar e mad e wit h glutinou s rice , and som e cooking-grad e Chines e ric e wine s 
like th e chea p an d ever-popula r Kwangtun g Miju . 

Wing Wo  Provisions Shop 

One o f the few remaining jaapforpoh (sundr y goods shops) i n th e area , Wing Wo 
Provisions Shop stil l manages to do a brisk business — even when th e very buildin g 
is in dange r o f falling dow n aroun d th e proprietor' s ears . This decrepit-lookin g 
two-storey building , no w more tha n a  century old , i s shored u p wit h iro n girder s 
on th e corne r o f Graha m an d Stanle y Streets . Stan d unde r th e awning s o f thi s 
one a t your ow n risk ! 

Various sizes and varieties of eggs are in th e front o f the shop , with fresh hen' s 
eggs imported fro m th e mainlan d goin g fo r $ 9 a  dozen. Duck' s egg s are slightl y 
more. Blac k paste-covered haam  daan  (salte d eggs) , grea t i n summe r soups , an d 
the incomparabl e pei  daan (so-calle d 'hundred-year-old ' egg s with th e yolk insid e 
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Graham Street 

r ende red a  gooe y yellow-green ) 
coated i n dried mu d an d rice-husk s 
are a  dollar o r s o each . 

Sharp-tasting, jee  geung  (pink -
coloured pickle d ginger , just th e 
thing t o ea t with a  slice of pei daan) 
is $ 5 a j a r . Bot h swee t an d salt y 
varieties o f mui  choy  (preserve d 
vegetable), deliciou s steame d wit h 
minced pork , wate r chestnut s an d 
black mushrooms , ar e i n pile s ou t 
in front , an d yo u ca n bu y a  fe w 
pieces fo r dinne r o r a n entir e cas e 
of the stuf f i f you want . 

How To 

By MTR: 

By Taxi: 

Bv Tram: 

No. 91 or No. 94 from Centra l Ferry Piers, alight on Queen's Road Central 
at the bus stop immediately after th e Centra l Escalator . Walk against th e 
direction o f the traffic unti l you come to Graham Street . 
Central MTR Station Exit Dl. Turn right at the exit and walk along Pedder 
Street towards the junction wit h Queen' s Roa d Central . Turn righ t int o 
Queen's Road Central and continue walking until you reach the Centra l 
Escalator. Graham Stree t is on the left about 50 m further on . 
'Wong Hau Da i Doh Chung , Ga a Haam Gaa i gaai see ' ('Queen' s Roa d 
Central, Graham Stree t market') . 
From anywhere in Central , take any west-bound tra m marke d 'Kenned y 
Town', 'Western Market' or 'Whitty Street', and alight on Des Voeux Road 
at the Hang Seng Bank Building. Walk towards Central Market and on its 
left i s Jubilee Street . Walk up Jubilee Stree t until you reach th e junction 
with Queen's Road Central . Graham Stree t market is across the road . 
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Pedder Stree t 

JJ m 
This crowded thoroughfare , on e o f the busies t streets in Central , was named afte r 
Lieutenant Willia m Pedder , a  Roya l Nav y office r wh o arrive d i n Hon g Kon g i n 
1842 whil e servin g o n th e gunboa t HM S Nemesis.  Pedde r staye d o n an d wa s 
appointed Hon g Kong' s first  harbour-maste r an d marin e magistrate . I n th e 
nineteenth centur y th e stree t ended where th e harbou r began , a t the presen t De s 
Voeux Road , an d photograph s datin g fro m thi s tim e sho w both side s o f Pedde r 
Street line d with trees , al l long sinc e cu t down . 

At the junction o f Queen's Roa d an d Pedde r Stree t ther e onc e stoo d a  cloc k 
tower, it s timepiece allegedl y rather unreliable , tha t was donated t o the colon y by 
one-time watchmake r turne d shippin g magnat e Dougla s Lapraik ; th e towe r 
remained a  local landmar k fo r decade s unti l i t was finally demolishe d a s a traffi c 
nuisance durin g th e Firs t World War . Douglas Castle , Lapraik' s countr y hous e i n 
Pok F u Lam , stil l stands . A student hal l o f residence , i t i s better know n toda y a s 
University Hall . 

In th e 1920 s it was possible t o park one' s car in the middle o f Pedder Stree t — 
without charge — and cros s to the now demolished Glouceste r Hote l for lunc h o r 
a drink ; a  very differen t worl d fro m today' s impossibl y thronge d pavements . 
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Pedder Street 

China Building 

Back in the 1930 s there used to be a cafe on thi s spot called the Blue Bird, a favourit e 
rendezvous poin t amon g Hon g Kong' s the n tin y middle class . The Blue  Bird Cafe 
was locally famous fo r —  believe i t or no t — ice-cream sundaes . Now an everyda y 
item, there once was a time when eating an ice-cream was a real treat, to be indulge d 
from tim e t o time  i n comfortabl e surrounding s with a  few close friends. Unti l th e 
1940s fe w excep t th e wealth y ha d refrigerator s an d instea d relie d o n ice-chest s 
with dail y deliverie s o f ice t o th e doo r i n larg e blocks . In thos e year s ther e wa s a 
well-known Chinese restaurant known as Tai  Tongioxmd o n th e top floor, a  popula r 
lunch-time rendezvou s fo r Chines e businessme n t o mee t an d cu t deals . 

In plac e o f th e long-since-vanishe d Blue  Bird Cafe,  there i s a Hongkong an d 
Shanghai Ban k branc h o n th e corne r o f Queen' s Roa d Central , housin g wha t 
must b e som e o f Hong Kong' s busies t ET C machines . 

Pedder Building 

This i s the very las t survivor o f the ol d 
pre-war office building s that once line d 
either sid e o f Pedde r Street . Buil t i n 
1923, Pedde r Buildin g ha s someho w 
managed t o surviv e whe n man y fa r 
newer buildings in th e immediate are a 
have bee n levelled . Th e origina l wall s 
were finished  wit h Shangha i plaster , a 
now obsolet e mixtur e o f cemen t an d 
sand. Whe n th e buildin g wa s give n a 
face-lift i n 1993 , it prove d impossibl e 
to find  artisan s who coul d work i n thi s 
medium. 

Unl ike man y newe r bui ldings , 
P e d d e r B u i l d i n g ha s a  c o v e r e d 
sidewalk, enabling pedestrian s t o kee p 
on th e mov e i n spit e o f occasiona l 
cloudbursts . Anyon e watchin g ho w 
people ar e forced t o cower in doorway s 
e l s e w h e r e i n C e n t r a l d u r i n g a 
rainstorm wil l surel y realiz e just ho w 
sensible thes e arcade s were . Perhap s 
future architect s will reintroduce them ? 
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Pedder Street 

O China Tee  Club 

In spit e o f it s name, th e Chin a Te e Clu b 
high i n Pedde r Buildin g i s accessible t o 
the general public . A very pleasant venu e 
for nostalgi a seeker s o f a  sort , i t i s a 
delightful respit e fro m th e relentlessl y 
' international ' an d 'upmarket ' place s a 
few blocks away in the grubby backstreet s 
of 'SoHo ' o r 'Th e Fong' . Gentl y circlin g 
ceiling fan s don' t significantl y affec t th e 
powerful air-conditioning , an d th e table s 
and chair s ar e mor e aki n t o a  backstree t 
kedai kopi  (Strait s Chines e coffe e shop ) 
in Penan g o r Singapor e tha n anythin g 
that eve r existe d i n Hon g Kong . Chin a 
Tee Clu b ha s a  Straits-inspired men u t o 
match, with laksa,  satay, nasi goreng an d 
other simila r fare , al l consistentl y goo d 
and reasonabl y priced . 

\}\j Shanghai  Tang 

Want to fantasize fo r a  while that it's circa 
1932, you're dancing cheek-to-cheek with 
a slink y White Russia n nightclu b hostes s 
in a  smok y nightclu b just of f Bubblin g 
Well Road in old Shanghai , but just don' t 
have th e gea r t o recreate th e part ? The n 
head straigh t fo r thi s place . 

A c o m m e r c i a l e x t e n s i o n o f it s 
flamboyant cigar-smokin g owner , Davi d 
Tang, Shangha i Tan g has certainly mad e 
an impac t sinc e it s opening i n th e earl y 
1990s. A  brightl y coloure d pastich e o f 
1930s' Shanghai-styl e stereotypes , righ t 
down t o the red-turbane d Sik h mannin g 
the front door , i t is impossible to miss this 
place — even i f you wanted to . Quality is 
high a t Shangha i Tang , bu t the n s o ar e 
the prices . 



Pedder Street 

Few passers-by realize tha t som e seriou s old Hon g Kon g money i s behind th e 
venture, artfull y conceale d behin d th e nouveau-rich e aur a tha t seem s t o cling t o 
the place . The owner' s great-grandfathe r endowe d th e Tan g Ch i Ngon g Schoo l 
of Chinese a t the Universit y o f Hong Kon g i n th e earl y 1930 s (whic h i s still ther e 
today an d bear s hi s name ) whil e hi s grandfathe r Si r Tan g Shui-ki n wa s one o f 
Hong Kong' s greates t publi c benefactors , donatin g schools , clinics and hospitals , 
many o f which bea r hi s name a s well. 

Landmark/Gloucester Hotel 

Back i n th e 1920s , a t th e De s Voeu x 
Road en d o f Pedde r Stree t stoo d th e 
old Hong Kong Hotel, home t o the ba r 
known a s the 'Gripps' . Pre-war thi s was 
H o n g Kong' s best-know n dr inkin g 
place, where soone r o r late r just abou t 
everyone went . The nam e o f thi s lon g 
v a n i s h e d l o c a l i n s t i t u t i o n i s 
pe rpe tua t ed i n a no the r ba r a t th e 
O m n i H o n g Kon g H o t e l o n th e 
Kowloon side , bu t unlik e th e origina l 
bar which was famous throughou t th e 
Far East , eve n i n H o n g Kon g mos t 
people hav e neve r eve n hear d o f th e 
latter one . 

T h e H o n g K o n g H o t e l wa s 
partially gutte d i n a  fire  i n 192 6 an d 
replaced by the Glouceste r Arcade an d 
Hotel. I t in turn was demolished i n th e 
mid-1970s and th e Landmark comple x 
built in its place. Gloucester Tower, on e 
of th e offic e block s tha t mak e u p th e 
new complex , recall s th e memor y o f 
the earlie r buildin g o n th e site . 

site of old General Post Office 

The ol d red-bric k an d grani t e Genera l Pos t Office , firs t buil t i n 1911 , wa s 
demolished i n 1976 . Massive Doric-toppe d column s tha t stoo d astrid e th e mai n 
doors o n th e Pedde r Street/De s Voeux Road corne r ende d u p a t Kadoorie Far m 
in th e Ne w Territories, where the y are stil l t o be see n today , strande d halfwa y u p 
the hillside . Heav y ston e fireplaces,  timbe r panellin g an d flooring  wer e rippe d 



out an d wen t t o private house s elsewher e i n Hon g Kon g — sad bu t a t leas t bette r 
than just filling  u p a  landfil l somewhere . 

Central's long-gon e ol d Genera l Pos t Office , lik e th e ol d Kowloon-Canto n 
Railway Station o n th e Tsi m Sha Tsui waterfront, ofte n feature s o n touris t image s 
depicting 'ol d Hon g Kong' , anothe r worthwhil e buildin g los t to 'progress' . I n it s 
place we now have th e blac k mirror-walle d W 7orld Wide House , packed wit h smal l 
shops sellin g Philippin e produc e an d remittanc e an d freigh t agents . 

Site of  Duke ofConnaughfs  statue 

A statue o f th e Duk e o f Connaught , on e o f Quee n Victoria' s younger sons , onc e 
stood gazin g acros s th e wate r a t the harbou r en d o f Pedde r Street . Lik e s o man y 
other statue s aroun d th e Centra l area , thi s one wa s taken dow n an d haule d awa y 
by the Japanese durin g thei r occupatio n o f Hon g Kon g an d presumabl y melte d 
down fo r scrap . Very few local residents no w remember tha t the lon g dead Duke' s 
statue eve r existed , an d on e ha s t o search ol d photograph s carefull y t o eve n find 
a glimps e o f it . Connaugh t Roa d wa s named afte r hi m t o commemorat e hi s visi t 
in 189 0 t o invigorat e th e Centra l reclamation , an d not , a s the urba n myt h ha s it , 
the plac e i n I re land . Unti l th e lat e 1960s ' rec lamat ion , i t r ema ine d th e 
harbourfront thoroughfar e popularl y know n a s the Praya . 

How To  Get There 
Buses that stop on Pedder Street - 6 , 6A, 6X, 11, 12, 12A, 13, 15, 15C, 25, 
61, 64, 66, 75, 90, 90C, 97, 309, 681, All, M21 an d Nil . 

By MTR: Centra l MTR Exit Dl. 
'But Dah Gaai, Wah Yan Hong' (Tedde r Street , China Building') . 
Take any east-bound or west-bound tram (excep t those shuttling between 
Kennedy Town and Western Market) and alight on Des Voeux Road Central 
in front o f The Landmark. Walk on The Landmark side of the road in the 
direction o f the traffic unti l you reach th e junction with Pedder Street . 



Yee Wo Street 

t& * n m 

This busy thoroughfar e 
reca l l s th e C h i n e s e 
name o f Hon g Kong' s 
oldest conglomera te , 
Jardine Matheso n an d 
Co. Hon g Kon g Islan d 
was c e d e d t o G r e a t 
Britain in 184 2 after th e 
First Opium War ende d 
which, t o thei r lastin g 
notoriety, Jardine's ha d 
h e l p e d t o i n c i t e . 
Shortly thereafte r th e 
company establ ishe d 
themselves a t Causewa y Bay , the n know n a s Eas t Point , whic h remaine d thei r 
Hong Kon g nerve-centr e fo r wel l over a  century. As well as wharves and godowns , 
Jardine's als o establishe d a  cotto n mil l an d a  suga r refinery , bot h earl y an d no t 
terribly successfu l forerunner s o f Hong Kong' s late r industrialization . 



Jardine, Matheso n an d Co . are mor e widely known a s Yee  Wo (also sometime s 
transliterated a s Ewo) whic h means , 'Harmony' ; th e firm's Chines e nam e was first 
used a t Canton i n th e 1820s . The nam e 'Ye e Wo' was much mor e commonl y use d 
in Shanghai , where th e firm  als o ha d ver y extensiv e busines s interests . I n Hon g 
Kong i t was better know n unti l th e earl y twentieth centur y b y the Anglicized ter m 
Jar Deen' . Numerou s othe r stree t names in th e area recal l Jardine Matheso n an d 
Co. connections , bu t non e perhap s i s more prominen t tha n Ye e Wo Street . 

Permanently thronge d wit h people , buses and trams , Yee Wo Street i s right a t 
the ver y hear t o f Causewa y Bay . Pollution i s always extremel y ba d alon g here , 
made wors e b y the endlessl y idlin g engine s o f minibuse s line d u p alon g nearb y 
Jardine's Bazaar . Wear a  gas mask i f at al l possible! Probably a t it' s most bearabl e 
in th e earl y afternoon mid-week , Yee Wo Street is definitely no t the place t o go o n 
a Sunda y afternoo n i f you can' t stan d crowds . 

0 Sogo 

Opened i n the mid-1980s, this Japanese 
department stor e ha s bee n a  name t o 
reckon with ever since. Although ther e 
are members of the wartime generatio n 
who stil l won' t willingl y bu y anythin g 
Japanese, manufacture d good s fro m 
Japan starte d becomin g popula r i n 
Hong Kon g i n th e 1960s . Prior t o tha t 
time Japanese goods , while cheap, were 
not renowne d fo r eithe r durabilit y o r 
status. 

For cheap-and-cheerful thes e days, 
p e o p l e g o t o th e C h i n a P roduc t s 
Department Stores , bu t fo r high-en d 
items discernin g shopper s hea d fo r 
J a p a n e s e s t o r e s l ik e Sog o a n d 
Mitsukoshi whic h stoc k everythin g 
from shoe s an d handbag s t o dinne r 
services an d stationery . 

The buildin g itsel f o n th e corne r 
of Hennessy Road and East Point Road , 
jus t befor e Ye e W o Street , i s a  well -
known landmar k i n Causewa y Bay, and th e store' s entrance i s usually surrounde d 
by people who've mad e arrangement s t o meet u p i n front . Recently , al l the othe r 
Sogo Departmen t Store s elsewher e i n Asi a have bee n close d dow n bu t fo r now , 
the Causewa y Bay branch stil l hangs on . 
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People-watching in Causeway Bay 

One o f th e mos t interestin g thing s t o 
do i n thi s corner o f Hong Kon g i s just 
to stan d bac k an d watc h wha t come s 
past. Soone r o r late r everythin g tha t 
passes fo r th e coo l an d interest in g 
around tow n —  an d whoeve r fancie s 
themselves a s such —  comes paradin g 
down Ye e W o Stree t an d th e nearb y 
t h o r o u g h f a r e s . P e o p l e - w a t c h i n g 
aficionados ave r tha t th e constantl y 
moving scener y i s bette r alon g her e 
than almos t anywher e els e i n Hon g 
Kong —  onl y part s o f Mon g Ko k ca n 
compare fo r th e shee r volum e an d 
variety. 

Bored- looking wannab e tai  tai 
types wande r i n an d ou t o f th e littl e 
boutiques, giggl y teenag e couple s ou t 
for a  good tim e si t and shar e a  plate o f 
dessert at Hui Lau Shan, the occasiona l 
muscle-boy couple w rander along hand -
in-hand, bewildered-lookin g Japanes e 
tourists pok e abou t o n street-stall s 
looking for bargains , tiny withered ol d 
women decade s pas t retiremen t ag e sif t throug h rubbis h bin s lookin g fo r empt y 
soft drin k can s t o recycle , baggy-trousered, in-your-fac e expa t teenager s bur n u p 
their father' s credi t cards , and th e traffi c nois e neve r abates . But don' t stan d an d 
watch th e world go by here fo r to o long a t any one stretc h — your lung s will neve r 
forgive yo u fo r it ! 

Jun Mei  yue daan  stall 

Ever wondered whic h shop s hav e th e highes t rent s i n al l o f Hon g Kong ? High -
end boutique s i n Prince' s Buildin g o r th e Landmar k o r tourist-tra p electronic s 
shops along Tsim Sha Tsui's Golden Mil e would see m th e obvious contenders, bu t 
no. Instead , thi s grubby-looking littl e fast food stal l at the corne r o f Yee Wo Stree t 
is one o f th e prizewinner s i n tha t dubiou s contest , an d ha s a  daily turnove r tha t 
would tur n mos t othe r businesse s quit e gree n wit h envy . 

Perpetually thronge d wit h peopl e a t al l hour s o f th e da y an d night , an d i n 
just the righ t location t o block pedestrian traffi c fo r metre s in every direction, Jun 
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Mei yue  daan  (fis h ball ) stal l 
has been o n th e same locatio n 
for ove r twent y years . Fiftee n 
dollars will get you a  satay stick 
like skewe r o f fis h o r squi d 
bal ls d i p p e d i n curry- l ik e 
sauce, or you could always have 
a few lump s o f battered heung 
cheung (red-skinne d sausage) . 
Or perhap s som e deep-frie d 
capsicum slice s stuffe d wit h 
fish past e will do t o fill the ga p 
till dinner-time? O r mayb e som e pig' s intestine s would b e mor e t o your liking ? 

Those wh o lik e thi s sor t o f thin g won' t ea t anythin g else , bu t fo r other s th e 
smell o f the fish  bal l sauc e alon e i s almost enoug h t o make the m ill . This typ e o f 
snack i s Hong Kong' s quintessentia l street-food , an d lov e i t or hat e it , Jun Mei' s 
perennially popula r offering s ar e abou t a s local a s it comes! Try i t at leas t once . 

Hui Lau  Shan  (herbal  dessert shop) 

What starte d ou t a s a  humbl e 
herbal sho p i n Yuen Lon g ha s 
become a n extremel y popula r 
f r a n c h i s e d o u t l e t w i t h 
branches al l over Hon g Kong . 
Hui La u Sha n ha s apparentl y 
been aroun d sinc e th e 1950s , 
but onl y mushroome d i n th e 
1990s. There ca n b e fe w loca l 
residents wh o haven ' t trie d 
their leung  cha  (herbal tea ) a t 
leas t o n c e , a n d t h e ever -
changing, bewildering variety of cold desserts attract a devoted following, especiall y 
in th e summe r months . 

Ever-popular giuai  ling go,  black jelly mad e fro m stewe d tortois e abdomina l 
shells i s probably th e mos t popula r item . Slightl y bitter with a  wonderful smoot h 
texture, gwai ling  go is definitely a n acquire d taste . Other item s are mad e fro m hoi 
daiyeh (se a coconut), while shuet  garp goh, meant t o be a  good restorativ e toni c fo r 
pregnant women , i s made fro m frogs ' fallopia n tubes ; i t really is . Recently Hu i 
Lau Sha n ha s bee n inventin g ne w an d differen t mango-base d desserts , som e 
involving tapioca , ice-crea m an d gras s jelly — al l very delicious an d just th e thin g 
on a  hot day . 
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Yee Wo Street 

T h e Ye e W o St ree t b r a n c h i s always  t h r o n g e d wit h p e o p l e , a n d lat e a t n i g h t 
t h e q u e u e outs id e ca n b e five  d e e p wait in g fo r a  sea t —  b u t it' s wor th it ! Price s fo r 
v a r i o u s i t e m s var y f ro m $1 5 t o $3 5 (gwai  ling  go  i s o n e o f t h e m o s t e x p e n s i v e 
i tems) a n d a r e of te n slightl y c h e a p e r fo r take-away . 

Bv Bus: 

By MTR : 

By Taxi: 

Bv Tram: 

No. 5  fro m Chate r Roa d Statu e Square , No . 2  from Connaugh t Roa d 
Central Cit y Hal l bu s stop , aligh t o n Yee Wo Stree t a t Sog o Departmen t 
Store. 

Causeway Ba y MT R Statio n Exit s D 3 an d D4 , which ope n directl y int o 
Sogo Departmen t Store . 

'Yee Wo Gaai , Sung Kwong ' ('Ye e Wo Street , Sogo') . 

From anywher e i n Central , tak e th e east-boun d tra m marke d 'Causewa y 
Bay', 'Sha u Ke i Wan' o r 'Nort h Point' . Aligh t o n Yee Wo Stree t just afte r 
Sogo Departmen t Store . 
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Chai Wan Road 

Until the late 1940 s there was very little at Chai W7an beyond a  few scattered villages. 
These were for th e mos t par t occupie d b y Hakka peopl e mostl y stonecutters fro m 
the nearb y quarries . On e remainin g Hakk a villag e hous e i s Law Uk whic h ha s 
been turne d int o a  popular an d well-curate d fol k museum . 

Nearby Sha u Ke i Wan ha d bee n a  quietly prosperou s loca l fishing por t sinc e 
pre-British times.  I t expanded considerabl y afte r th e British settle d on Hon g Kon g 
Island a s the growing cit y created a  greatly expanded marke t fo r thei r catch . Cha i 
Wan i s sometimes als o known a s Sai Wan —  very confusing fo r som e a s Kenned y 
Town i s known a s Sai Wan a s well. 

Postwar refuge e influ x ha d man y familie s livin g i n precariou s squatte r 
settlements o n th e the n margina l hillside s aroun d Sha u Ke i Wan. The are a was a 
desirable plac e fo r th e poo r t o live as it was relatively open countr y i n thos e day s 
and th e tramline s ended nearby , making trave l to other part s of Hong Kong Islan d 
for work cheap an d relativel y easy. Gradually these ramshackle area s were cleared , 
making way for th e massiv e public housin g estate s and factorie s tha t ar e a  featur e 
of th e Cha i W ân area today . 
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Chai Wan Road 

Q 

The inauguration o f the MTR Island Line with Chai WTan as its eastern terminu s 
has mad e th e are a muc h mor e accessible , bu t rental s aroun d her e remai n som e 
of th e lowes t on Hon g Kon g Island . 

Salesian Mission 

Built i n 1939 , for man y 
y e a r s t h i s R o m a n 
Catholic Mission Hous e 
was one o f th e ver y fe w 
substantial building s i n 
the are a apar t from th e 
n e a r b y L y e m u n 
Barracks. A massacre o f 
medical personne l b y 
the invadin g Japanes e 
forces too k plac e her e 
in D e c e m b e r 194 1 
when th e nearb y gu n 
battery o n Sa i Wan hil l wa s overwhelmed . Tw o me n survive d th e atrocit y afte r 
being grievousl y wounded o n th e hillsid e abov e th e missio n an d live d t o tel l th e 
tale. On e o f them , D r Osie r Thomas , becam e a  well-known medica l practitione r 
in Hon g Kon g afte r th e war ; he no w lives in Sydney . 

The Salesia n Missio n i s still used b y the Roma n Catholi c Churc h a s a missio n 
house an d printin g press , and also has a school attached t o it; some of the building s 
were donate d b y Aw Boon Haw , the Tige r Bal m millionaire . 

© Lyemun Barracks 

O v e r l o o k i n g t h e 
L y e m u n S t ra i t , t h e 
eas te rn a p p r o a c h t o 
V i c t o r i a H a r b o u r , 
Lyemun Barrack s ha s 
h a d a n i n t e r e s t i n g 
history stretchin g bac k 
to the earl y years of th e 
British colony. Barrack s 
were first  buil t o n th e 
cliffs overlookin g th e 
Lvemun Strai t i n th e 
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Chai Wan Road 

early 1860s , but thi s earl y militar y cantonmen t wa s later abandone d du e t o hig h 
malarial fatalitie s suffere d b y troops statione d i n th e area . Some o f the remainin g 
old building s her e dat e fro m th e 1880 s when th e barrack s wer e re-established , 
with substantia l addition s fro m th e lat e 1930s . 

Lyemun Barrack s reverte d t o th e Hon g Kon g governmen t i n 1987 ; the 2 / 7 
Duke o f Edinburgh' s Ow n Gurkh a Rifle s wer e th e las t regula r battalio n t o b e 
stationed there . Par t o f th e comple x ha s sinc e bee n renovate d an d transforme d 
into a  government-operate d leav e centr e know n a s Le i Yu e Mu n Park , whic h 
members o f th e genera l publi c ca n use . 

Two gun batteries and a  redoubt were built here in the 1880s , as well as housing 
for th e recentl y developed Brenna n torpedo , a n earl y form o f guided torpedo , al l 
of which ca n be visited on th e cliff s belo w the nearby Museum o f Coastal Defence , 
built int o th e ol d Lyemu n Redoubt . 

Sai Wan  Battery 

This gu n bat ter y wa s 
built in 1936-3 7 as par t 
of increase d defenc e 
preparat ions i n Hon g 
Kong. Manne d b y th e 
l o c a l H o n g K o n g 
V o l u n t e e r D e f e n c e 
C o r p s w h e n  t h e 
J a p a n e s e invade d i n 
1941, Sa i W 7an Batter y 
was swiftly overru n an d 
the me n caugh t her e 
where massacred . Tw o 
however manage d t o 
survive, and subsequentl y gav e evidenc e a t postwar war crime s trials . 

Sai Wan Batter y i s a quie t reflectiv e plac e wit h spectacula r view s of Victori a 
Harbour, Lyemu n Strai t an d th e Tathon g Channe l o n a  clea r day . Unlik e man y 
other easil y accessibl e wartim e sites , i t i s not overru n b y war gamer s —  a t leas t 
most o f the time . The stee p winding pat h u p th e hil l through dens e vegetation i s 
very popula r wit h earl y mornin g walker s from th e nearb y housin g estates , and a 
number o f them hav e establishe d flower  bed s an d a d ho c sitting-ou t area s alon g 
the way . 



Chai Wan Road 

( 7 ) Little  Sai  Wan  and  Cold  War  'listening' 

T h e r e wer e a  n u m b e r o f advance d 
' l is tening' post s i n H o n g Kon g tha t 
provided a n ea r t o mainlan d China , 
when m o r e convent iona l mean s o f 
observation were not possible. The mos t 
substantial o f thes e unti l th e 1940 s — 
and in its time one of the most advance d 
in t h e w o r l d —  wa s l o c a t e d a t 
Stonecutter's Island ; befor e th e Pacifi c 
War thi s wa s h o m e o f th e Fa r Eas t 
Combined Bureau , Britain' s principa l 
intelligence gatherin g facility in the Fa r 
East. 

Other high-powere d listenin g post s 
were built elsewhere in Hong Kong afte r 
the Pacific War, at Little Sai Wan (abov e 
Chai W7an Road), Chung Hor n Ko k an d 
at th e ver y to p o f Ta i M o Shan , Hon g 
Kong's highest mountain . I n advance o f 
the handover thes e were al l closed, an d 
the Chun g Hor n Ko k facilit y move d t o 
Geraldton, Wester n Australia , i n 1995 . 

How To Get Tliere 
No. 780 from Connaugh t Road Central City Hall bus stop, alight on Chai 
Wan Road at the bus stop across from Salesia n School . 
Shau Kei Wan MTR Station Exi t A2. Walk along Aldrich Stree t unti l you 
reach th e junction o f Aldrich Street , Shau Kei Wan Road, Shau Kei Wan 
Main Street East and Chai Wran Road. Walk up Chai Wan Road for abou t 
150 m until you reach Salesian School . 
'Chai Waan Doh, Tsz Yau Chung Hok' ('Cha i Wan Road, Salesian School'). 
From anywher e in Central , take the east-bound tra m marke d 'Sha u Kei 
Wan' an d aligh t a t terminus station o n Sha u Kei Wan Main Stree t East . 
Walk up t o the Min g Wa Housing Estate and walk along a  shaded pat h 
below the apartment blocks until you reach Chai Wan Road. 
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Tong Chon g Stree t 

mmm 
Back in the days when th e local economy actually produced things , the commercia l 
dockyard a t Taikoo —  alon g wit h other s a t Hun g Hom , Aberdee n an d Ta i Ko k 
Tsui — was one o f Hong Kong' s major industries . Construction wor k here starte d 
in 190 2 an d wa s completed i n 1907 . 

Taikoo (Grea t an d Ancient ) wa s the Chines e nam e fo r shippin g an d tradin g 
firm Butterfiel d an d Swir e (no w subsume d int o th e massiv e Swir e Grou p 
conglomerate whic h ha s amon g othe r interest s a  major shar e i n Catha y Pacific , 
Hong Kong' s airline) . As well a s dockyards an d wharve s Butterfiel d an d Swir e 
operated a  sugar refinery her e fo r man y years, processing raw sugar brought fro m 
as far afiel d a s Java. Ever wonder why one o f Hong Kong' s most popular brand s o f 
sugar i s named Taikoo ? 

Taikoo Docks had slipway s and dry docks, model company housing (includin g 
the attractive old Woodside, on th e slopes of Mount Butler), a sugar refinery (henc e 
Taikoo Sugar and Tong Chong, meaning Sugar Factory), electric generating plant s 
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Tong Chong Street 

and extensiv e wharve s an d 
warehous ing . A  specially -
la id-on Taiko o compan y 
l a u n c h t o o k E u r o p e a n 
ch i ld ren dail y acros s th e 
h a r b o u r t o t h e C e n t r a l 
British Schoo l o n Natha n 
Road befor e th e war ; one o f 
the mor e vivi d memorie s o f 
a childhood spen t at Quarr y 
Bay for ex-Taiko o residents . 
All this has vanished, and th e 
name i s recalle d b y Taiko o 
Shing —  Taiko o Cit y — th e 
massive residentia l comple x 
built o n th e ol d dockyar d 
site. 

With ne w development s 
all a round , Quar r y Ba y i s 
now in everyway reminiscen t 
of the more moder n part s of 
C e n t r a l —  i n d e e d i t i s 
somet imes refer re d t o a s 
'Central East' . Trend-settin g 
popular restaurant s opene d 
along Ton g Chon g Street , 
after th e c o m p l e t i o n o f 
Taikoo Place , offering everythin g fro m authenti c Tha i an d nort h India n currie s 
to what mus t b e som e o f the bes t hamburgers i n al l o f Hon g Kong . 

0 Taikoo Place 

Reinforcing th e developmen t o f Quarr y Ba y as an alternativ e busines s address , 
s o m e o f H o n g K o n g ' s m o r e p r o m i n e n t c o r p o r a t e g i a n t s suc h a s 
telecommunications gian t Cabl e an d Wireles s (sinc e take n ove r an d rename d 
Pacific Centur y CyberWorks) , an d th e English-languag e newspape r South  China 
Morning Post  maintain thei r office s here . Business-suite d offic e types  ar e no t a s 
out o f place alon g her e a s one migh t a t first  expec t i n a n otherwis e rathe r gritt y 
part o f Hon g Kon g Island . Offic e building s alon g Taikoo Plac e ar e name d afte r 



Tong Chong Street 

some o f E n g l a n d ' s m o r e 
picturesque counties : Devon , 
Dorset, Somerset , Cornwall . 
Spacious an d well-designed , 
office spac e a lon g he r e i s 
highly sough t afte r an d rent s 
are c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y ver y 
expensive. 

Taikoo Docks 

Owned an d operate d b y the tradin g firm  Butterfiel d an d Swire , Taikoo Dockyar d 
was on e o f Hon g Kong' s principa l industrie s an d buil t numerou s ocean-goin g 
vessels. In th e earl y twentiet h century , Taiko o ha d a  750-foot-lon g dr y doc k full y 
equipped fo r al l buildin g an d shi p repai r work ; th e undergroun d ca r par k a t 
Taikoo Shin g no w utilizes thi s space . 

Along with th e suga r refinery , th e dockyard was a model employer , with clubs , 
shops an d subsidize d compan y housin g o n th e hillside s abov e Quarr y Bay , al l 
linked t o th e workplac e b y cabl e car . Vestige s o f thes e building s stil l survive , 
including th e well-preserve d ol d compan y hous e 'Woodside ' o n nearb y Moun t 
Butler Road . 
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This dramaticall y scenic , 
winding roa d aroun d th e 
western en d o f Hon g Kon g 
Island wa s originall y name d 
Victoria Jubile e Roa d a s i t 
opened i n 1897 , Quee n 
Victoria's Diamon d Jubile e 
year. Afte r a  fe w year s th e 
name wa s sho r t ene d t o 
Victoria Road , whic h i t 
remains today . Mos t traffi c 
going from Centra l acros s t o 
Aberdeen use s Pok Fu Lam Road , which make s Victoria Road relativel y quiet , 
except fo r th e speed-demo n minibu s driver s who hurtl e alon g her e a t reall y 
frightening speeds . 

Gun ba.. 

punto^ 
O 

Ir-ir--! Bu s Sto p 

O Moun t Davis cott; 
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The stretc h o f road aroun d Moun t Davi s runs above the las t remaining lengt h 
of rocky coastline o n Hon g Kon g Island' s norther n shore , an d eve n thoug h i t is 
only a few minutes awa y from Kenned y Town, i t still manages t o appear someho w 
remote fro m th e city . The stunnin g vista s of sea an d island s neve r fai l t o deligh t 
along her e —  a t leas t o n a  pollution-free da y an d dow n alon g th e seashore , th e 
nearby urba n are a someho w seem s ver y fa r away . Furthe r alon g Victori a Roa d 
towards Po k F u La m ar e numerou s substantia l residence s belongin g t o som e o f 
Hong Kong' s super-rich : palatia l dwellings behind massiv e gates nestling betwee n 
the cliffsid e an d th e road . 

Special Branch building 

Surrounded b y barbe d 
wire an d watche d ove r 
by security cameras , thi s 
unremarkable buildin g 
along Victoria Road wa s 
originally use d b y th e 
British army , an d the n 
subsequently fo r man y 
years as an interrogatio n 
c e n t r e b y t h e Roya l 
H o n g K o n g P o l i c e 
S p e c i a l B r a n c h . 
Disbanded i n 199 5 i n 
a d v a n c e o f t h e 
handover, Specia l Branc h ha d a  numbe r o f notabl e successe s i n rootin g ou t 
subversive elements , and durin g th e 1950 s kept a  close watch o n bot h Nationalist s 
and Communist s t o prevent the m from eithe r fighting amon g themselve s in Hon g 
Kong o r fomentin g troubl e i n eithe r Taiwa n o r th e mainland , usin g Hon g Kon g 
as a base . 

Close surveillance o f both partie s was especially vital after th e Kashmir  Princess 
incident i n 1955 , when Nationalis t agent s infiltrated themselve s aboard a  plane a t 
Kai Tak tha t was supposed t o be carryin g Premie r Cho u En-la i t o th e Afro-Asia n 
Conference i n Bandung an d sabotage d it . The Kashmir  Princess crashed a  few hour s 
later wit h th e los s o f al l o n board , a  traged y tha t prompte d increase d polic e 
vigilance i n Hon g Kong . 

The Specia l Branc h buildin g stil l looks very forbidding today , and i t wras only 
recently tha t it s former interna l securit y rol e wa s publicly acknowledge d fo r th e 
first tim e — i n spit e o f thi s little 'secret ' havin g bee n ope n fo r decades ! 
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Victoria Road 

© Gun batteries  at  Mount Davis 

Looming abov e Victori a Roa d i s 
Mount Davis , steep , forbidding , 
jungle-clad an d almos t wil d i n 
places, wit h dramat i c view s o f 
islands an d se a in ever y directio n 
from th e windin g roa d t o th e 
summit. 

O v e r l o o k i n g S u l p h u r 
Channel an d commandin g bot h 
the wes te r n h a r b o u r an d th e 
Lamma Channe l , Moun t Davi s 
was ver y heavil y fortifie d i n th e 
early twentiet h century , wit h five 
9.2-inch g u n ba t t e r i e s b e i n g 
completed her e i n 1912 . B y th e 
1930s the strategi c importanc e o f 
M o u n t D a v i s h a d b e e n 
downgraded, an d tw o o f th e bi g 
g u n s h a d b e e n r e l o c a t e d t o 
Stanley. 

After th e Japanese attacke d 
Hong Kon g i n Decembe r 1941 , 
the fortification s a t Moun t Davi s 
w e r e b a d l y d a m a g e d b y 
continuous aeria l attac k an d wer e finally  abandoned . Befor e th e final  Britis h 
surrender, al l remaining armament s an d ammunitio n wer e destroyed . 

In recen t years Ma Wui Hall, a Jockey Club funded yout h hoste l was built nea r 
the summit , alon g with a  microwave repeate r tower . Otherwise , th e gu n batteries , 
bunkers an d emplacement s remai n muc h a s the y wer e a t th e en d o f th e war , 
overgrown an d frequente d b y occasional hikers , visitors t o th e yout h hoste l an d 
overcamouflaged war-gamers . 

%3J Sulphur  Channel  swimmers 

Early in th e mornin g an d a t sundry time s during th e day , swimmers com e dow n 
here fo r a  di p i n th e harbour . Thes e ar e mostl y ol d men , wh o ar e happ y —  o r 
foolish —  enoug h t o brav e bot h th e numerou s sampan s an d passenge r ferrie s 
that pas s throug h Sulphu r Channe l an d th e bacteria-ric h water s o f Victori a 
Harbour, fo r thei r dail y exercise . Belongin g t o a d ho c swimmin g club s suc h a s 
the Golde n Bel l Swimmin g Club , thes e intrepi d ol d fellow s dodg e al l manner o f 



Victoria Road 

flotsam an d j e t s a m a s wel l a s 
passing passenge r ferrie s an d — 
one hope s —  manag e t o avoi d 
swallowing to o muc h o f Victori a 
Harbour 's unappealin g water s a s 
they splash an d frolic . 

© Mount Davis  cottage  area (squatter  resettlement) 

The hil l slope s aroun d 
Mount Davi s became a 
t e m p o r a r y h o m e t o 
thousands o f squatter s 
in th e earl y 1950s , al l 
refugees fro m th e civi l 
war a n d s u b s e q u e n t 
communist takeove r o n 
the m a i n l a n d . Afte r 
living her e fo r almos t 
two decades , th e ne w 
arrivals wer e graduall y 
resettled elsewher e o n 
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Hong Kon g Islan d an d thei r hut s demolished ; however , a  nucleus o f the origina l 
settlement stil l remains . 

Down o n th e waterlin e a  fe w villag e house s hav e smal l attractiv e gardens , 
along wit h view s o f island s an d se a tha t man y millionaire s elsewher e i n Hon g 
Kong don' t hav e an d can' t afford . Whil e thei r home s seem somewha t dilapidated , 
the cottage residents around Moun t Davis share with the palaces of nearby tycoons 
and multimillionaire s tha t rares t o f Hon g Kon g Islan d commoditie s —  relativ e 
space, a  patch o f garden an d a  view. 

© The Hong Kong Bayanihan Trust 

While th e loca l Filipin o 
c o m m u n i t y s e e m s 
p e r h a p s m o r e i n 
e v i d e n c e i n S t a t u e 
Square o n a  Sunda y 
than anywher e els e i n 
Hong Kong , ther e i s a 
t h r i v i n g F i l i p i n o 
communi ty cen t r e i n 
Kennedy Town . 
Established in 1993 , the 
Hong Kon g Bayaniha n 
Trus t doe s m u c h t o 
assist the very large, bu t 
often marginal ize d an d discr iminate d against , migran t domest i c worke r 
community. 

Low-cost o r fre e course s ar e offered , teachin g compute r skills , hairdressing , 
baking, smal l business management an d various other subjects . The centr e offer s 
welfare service s an d sportin g facilitie s (volleybal l i s especially popular) , an d eve n 
has its own a  Tagalog-language radi o station . Wmile originally established t o offe r 
support t o th e Filipin o migran t worke r community , Bayaniha n als o assist s othe r 
migrant w 7orker group s livin g in Hon g Kon g a s well suc h a s Thais, Indonesians , 
Sri Lankans and Indians . In addition t o the Kennedy Town centre, there i s another 
Bayanihan Communit y Centr e a t 7 8 Hak P o Street , Mon g Kok . 
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\6j Bonky  Parking Ltd. 

S i g n p o s t s o l e c i s m s a r e 
commonplace al l over Hong Kon g 
a n d a  c o n s t a n t s o u r c e o f 
amusement t o many ; on e o f th e 
best i s locate d her e o n Victori a 
Road no t fa r fro m th e forme r 
abat to i r . T h e fir m ha s severa l 
b r a n c h e s e l sewher e i n H o n g 
Kong. 

Wanko underwear , nee d I  say 
more? Appetizing restaurants with 
names lik e Mank y can' t bu t rais e 
a smile , a n d f u r t h e r be g th e 
question: doe s n o on e ever  gently 
point ou t tha t —jus t perhap s — 
there might  be a  double entendr e 
lurking somewher e underneath ? 

No. 5A from De s Voeux Road Centra l bu s stop outside The Landmark , 
alight on Victoria Road at the Felix Villas bus terminus. The Special Branch 
is across the road . 
'Wick Dor Lei Doh, Mor Sing Leng Ging' ('Victori a Road , Mount Davi s 
Path'). 
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