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Introduction 

Macau (IflP 1!)1 —  th e 'gate ' o f Sout h Chin a —  stand s o n th e Wester n 
shore o f th e Pear l Rive r i n Guangdon g Province , th e southernmos t coasta l 
area o f China . Th e tota l are a i s 23. 5 squar e kilometre s includin g th e 
Macau peninsul a an d tw o smal l island s —  Taip a (SJSff ) an d Coloan e (5& ~ 
M).2 Curren t reclamatio n project s ar e t o enlarg e it s siz e t o abou t 2 8 
square kilometre s shortl y afte r 2000 . Peninsula r Maca u i s linke d t o th e 
Chinese mainlan d b y a  narro w isthmu s a t a  poin t calle d as  Portas  do 
Cerco, o r th e Barrie r Gat e (firs t buil t i n 1573) , whic h serve s a s th e 
'borderline' betwee n Maca u an d China . Th e officia l populatio n o f Maca u 
is abou t 45 0 000. 3 Th e territor y therefor e ha s a  populatio n densit y o f 
about 2 0 00 0 person s pe r squar e kilometre , on e o f th e highes t populatio n 
densities i n th e world . 

Macau wa s barel y inhabite d durin g th e Min g dynast y an d ha s been -
an oversea s settlemen t o f th e Portugues e Empir e sinc e 1557. 4 I t i s a  uniqu e 
terrain subsumin g th e culture s o f Cathay 5 an d Lusitania, 6 an d a  meetin g 
point o f differen t civilizations . I n it s growt h fro m a  barren-fishin g villag e 
to a  moder n city , Maca u ha s undergon e a  serie s o f politica l changes . 
From 158 2 th e Portugues e ha d t o pa y a n annua l groun d ren t o f 50 0 tael s 
of silve r t o Min g Chin a i n exchang e fo r th e leasehol d and , i n 1887 , th e 
sovereignty o f Maca u change d hands : i t wa s agree d tha t 'Portuga l wil l 
forever administe r Macau' . I n 1979 , however , Chin a an d Portuga l jointl y 
accepted 'Maca u a s a  Chines e territor y unde r Portugues e administration' . 
When Maca u return s t o Chines e rul e o n 2 0 Decembe r 1999 , th e People' s 
Republic o f Chin a resume s sovereignt y afte r a  laps e o f 44 2 years . A t th e 
d a w n o f 2 0 0 0 , Maca u i s endowe d wit h a  ne w rol e a s a  Specia l 
Administrative Regio n unde r th e nove l formul a o f 'On e Country , Tw o 
Systems'. 

Macau's dramati c metamorphose s hav e ha d a  certai n impac t o n it s 
cultural process , whic h oscillate s betwee n tw o politica l entities . Give n th e 

i 
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confluence o f tw o grea t cultura l current s —  th e Sino-Lus o cultura l flow , 
this boo k offer s a  'reading ' o f Maca u an d addresse s th e rol e o f cultur e i n 
the constructio n o f a  collectiv e life . I t attempt s t o understan d Macau' s 
cultural matrice s an d it s specifi c rol e i n colonia l vicissitudes , whic h hav e 
been shape d an d inflecte d b y majo r shift s i n th e enclave' s politica l 
administrations an d socio-economi c changes . 

Mapping ont o th e mai n contour s o f Macau' s history , thi s stud y intend s 
to brea k wit h conventiona l chronologica l narratives . Instead , a  topica l 
and themati c approac h i s employe d i n orde r t o examin e it s cultur e fro m 
interdisciplinary perspectives . I n additio n t o th e 'official ' historie s writte n 
by th e Chines e an d Portugues e authorities , I  focu s o n a  variet y o f textua l 
materials an d visua l arts . A s a  wor k o f cross-cultura l study , th e metho d 
is clearly differen t fro m th e approache s o f historica l sociolog y an d cultura l 
history. Althoug h thi s stud y doe s no t follo w a  linea r narrativ e path , i t i s 
self-contained an d coheren t i n it s analysis . 

The methodolog y o f Cultura l Studie s i s applied here , which cut s acros s 
diverse socia l and politica l interest s in various academi c disciplines . Cultura l 
Studies i s ofte n regarde d a s a  bricolage , embracin g bot h a  b road , 
anthropological an d a  mor e narrowl y humanisti c conceptio n o f culture . 
In th e fiel d o f Cultura l Studies, 7 'cultur e i s understoo d both  a s a  wa y o f 
life —  encompassin g ideas , attitudes , languages , practices , institutions , 
and structure s o f powe r —  an d a  whole rang e o f cultura l practices : artisti c 
forms, texts , canons , architecture , mass-produce d commodities , an d s o 
forth' (Grossber g e t al. , 1992 : 5) . This broa d rubri c i s also 'about ' popula r 
culture, an d concerne d wit h th e everyda y terrai n o f people . 

Culture i s no t a  unifie d corpu s o f symbol s an d meanings ; i t i s a n 
emergent, tempora l an d historica l entity . I n explorin g cultura l evolutio n 
and socia l transformation , i t i s usefu l t o loo k a t 'context ' an d 'text' . On e 
may recal l Mikhai l M . Bakhti n (1895-1975 ) wh o says , 'Wher e ther e i s n o 
text, ther e i s no objec t o f study , an d n o objec t o f though t either. ' (Bakhtin , 
1986: 103 ) H e neatl y define s th e ter m 'text ' a s 'an y coheren t comple x o f 
signs' (Bakhtin , 1986 : 103) , a  definitio n whic h broadl y encompasse s 
everything fro m literatur e t o visua l (fin e arts , films ) an d aura l (music ) 
works o f art , a s wel l a s everyda y actio n an d communication . Fo r Bahktin , 
text i s the unmediate d realit y (realit y o f though t an d experience ) o n whic h 
the stud y o f th e huma n science s an d philosoph y i n genera l depend . H e 
considers al l cultura l utterance s a s text , becaus e tex t i s th e aggregat e o f 
various kind s o f knowledg e an d a  subjectiv e reflectio n o f th e objectiv e 
world. T o stud y tex t is , i n effect , t o loo k a t a  reflectio n o f a  reflectio n i n 
the real m o f culture . 

Bakhtin als o use s th e ter m 'discourse ' i n it s broades t sens e a s languag e 
in it s concrete , livin g totality . Bot h tex t an d discours e refe r t o cultura l 
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product ion roote d i n language . Languag e i n tur n break s dow n th e 
demarcation betwee n tex t an d context . Fo r him , th e barrie r betwee n tex t 
and context , tha t is , betwee n 'inside ' an d 'outside' , i s a n artificia l one , 
simply becaus e ther e i s a n eas y permeabilit y betwee n th e two . Jus t a s th e 
text i s 'redolen t wit h contexts' , tha t is , i t reveal s historica l proces s an d 
social events , th e contex t i s alway s alread y narrate d i n differen t textua l 
forms. 

On th e relationshi p betwee n literar y tex t an d culture , Bakhti n writes : 

Literature i s a n inseparabl e par t o f cultur e an d i t canno t b e 
understood outsid e th e tota l contex t o f th e entir e cultur e o f a 
given epoch. I t must not be severed from th e rest of culture, nor , 
as i s frequentl y done , ca n i t b e correlated wit h socioeconomi c 
factors, a s i t were , behin d culture' s back . Thes e factor s affec t 
culture a s a whole, and onl y through i t and i n conjunction wit h 
it d o the y affec t literature . (Bakhtin , 1986 : 2) 

Bakhtin point s ou t tha t ther e i s a  clos e lin k betwee n literatur e an d 
culture, an d literatur e i s imbricate d wit h culture . Similarly , a  'cultural ' 
text, say s Jame s Clifford , i s basicall y a  dialogica l an d textua l productio n 
which 'oblige s writer s t o fin d divers e ways o f renderin g negotiate d realitie s 
as multisubjective , power-laden , an d incongruent ' (Clifford , 1986 : 1 4 -
15). Cultur e i s no t merel y relational , entailin g intertextua l dialogism , i t i s 
also ideologica l an d i s closel y involve d wit h powe r relations . On e could : 
argue, therefore , tha t cultur e i s a  constellatio n o f discursiv e practices . It : 
is the entir e matri x o f communicativ e utterance s amon g whic h ar e various i 
kinds o f textua l examples . I n essence , cultura l formatio n an d cultura l 
production simultaneousl y embrac e th e phenomenolog y o f th e textual , 
the intertexua l an d th e contextual . 

When Walte r Benjami n argue s tha t histor y i s ' a too l o f th e rulin g 
classes' (Benjamin , 1968 : 257) , h e i s o f th e opinio n tha t histor y ma y no t 
reflect th e pas t objectivel y a s i t i s onl y concerne d wit h th e tr iump h o f 
progress an d i s th e unconsciou s ideolog y o f th e rulin g party . Instead , 
literary text s ar e themselve s histor y becaus e the y ma y i n som e wa y reflec t 
a particula r plac e an d er a fro m differen t angles . History i s often considere d 
metaphysical an d th e huma n pas t i s onl y accessibl e t h r o u g h th e 
texualization o f documents . Text s henc e constitut e way s t o explor e an d 
understand socio-cultura l contexts , th e historica l pas t an d discours e o f 
ideology. Quit e i n th e sam e vein , Hayden Whit e contend s tha t ther e i s n o 
such thin g a s a  specificall y 'historical ' approac h t o th e stud y o f 'th e past' . 
Literature, however , ca n hel p u s understan d 'history ' an d th e particula r 
ideological spectru m (White , 1987 : 302). The approac h t o literature , histor y 
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and cultur e ca n b e interdisciplinary . Literar y text s d o no t passivel y revea l 
an externa l reality ; the y ar e agent s themselve s i n constructin g an d 
commenting o n a  culture' s sens e o f reality . Wha t w e conside r i n thi s boo k 
is Macau' s sens e o f reality . 

Macau i s 'read ' a s a  Cultura l Janus . Janus i s a  Roma n go d o r numen , 
guardian o f th e doorway s o f dwellin g house s an d cit y gateways . H e i s 
usually portraye d wit h tw o face s lookin g i n opposit e direction s an d i s 
denoted t o hav e two contrastin g characteristics . Hence , I  would cal l Maca u 
a Cultural Janus o n bot h nea r litera l an d metaphorica l planes . I t i s becaus e 
Macau i s China' s 'gate ' t o th e outsid e worl d an d ha s tw o faces : th e fac e 
of Chines e civilizatio n an d th e fac e o f Portugues e legacies . Sinc e Maca u 
has bee n nurture d b y tw o dominan t ye t contrastin g cultures , i t i s a  Janus -
like ecumene 8 havin g tw o culturall y differen t aspects . Moreover , jus t a s 
Janus (fo r who m Januar y i s named ) look s bac k t o Decembe r (th e past ) 
and forwar d t o Februar y (th e future) , Maca u look s bac k t o Portuga l an d 
forward t o Chin a a t thi s historica l moment . 

Macau's physica l marginalit y fro m Mainlan d Chin a an d periphera l 
relations wit h Chines e an d Wester n culture s constitut e it s identit y a s a 
cultural 'threshold ' an d a  crossroad s o f th e Eas t an d th e West . I t onc e 
enjoyed admirabl e prosperity , bu t it s harbou r wa s easil y silte d u p b y th e 
outflow o f th e Pear l an d Wes t Rivers . Maca u wa s subsequentl y eclipse d 
when Britai n acquire d Hon g Kon g i n 184 1 an d turne d i t int o a n 
international tradin g centr e partl y becaus e o f it s deep-wate r harbour . I n 
light o f th e reunification , Maca u i s expecte d t o regai n som e o f it s aur a a s 
the gatewa y t o China . 

The colonia l relationshi p betwee n Portuga l an d Chin a cam e int o 
existence lon g befor e th e so-calle d classi c perio d o f imperialis m an d 
colonialism durin g th e middl e o f th e nineteent h century . Amon g othe r ex -
colonizing Europea n powers , suc h a s Britain , France , Holland , Spain , 
which onc e occupie d Asia n countries , Portuga l wa s th e firs t t o com e t o 
Asia (occupyin g Go a i n 1510 ) bu t i s th e las t t o leav e o n 2 0 Decembe r 
1999. Thi s dat e mark s th e rea l an d symboli c decolonizatio n o f Macau , 
but i t als o close s a  chapte r o f th e recedin g tid e o f Wester n colonialism . 

F rom elusiv e s e t t l e m e n t an d co lon ia l m a s t e r y t o m u t u a l 
accommodation, th e Portugues e hav e expande d th e activit y o f empire -
building an d hegemoni c penetration . Unde r th e ideolog y o f ecumenicalism , 
the Portugues e carrie d ou t a  kin d o f imperia l proces s o f colonizatio n b y 
superimposing thei r religiou s belief s an d valu e system s upo n Chines e 
political an d socia l s t ruc tures . Whil e thes e structure s underwen t 
transformation, th e cultura l milie u als o change d eithe r throug h processe s 
of interna l evolutio n o r politica l revolution , resultin g i n a  hybri d o r Creol e 
form o f culture . Maca u i s neve r jus t a  su m o f Lusitania n influences ; 
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rather, i t articulate s it s uniquenes s an d engender s specifi c cultura l forms . 
In th e interstice s o f tw o politica l system s an d dominan t cultures , i t i s a 
hybridized sit e showin g multifariou s cultura l manifestations . 

At th e outse t (Chapte r 2) , I  begi n wit h th e Ag e o f Discover y an d th e 
first encounte r o f th e tw o empire s —  Chin a an d Portuga l —  whic h wa s 
marked b y the arriva l o f Jorg e Alvare s o n Taman g Islan d i n 1513 . Alvares ' 
arrival als o mark s th e daw n o f Portugues e dominanc e i n Maca u i n 1557 . 
This chapte r discusse s th e dramaticall y controversia l historia  o f th e 
problematic sovereignt y o f Maca u writte n b y Ander s Ljungsted t (1835 ) 
and C.A . Montal o d e Jesu s (1902) . Thes e tw o historian s inadvertentl y 
fell int o th e bin d o f a  hero/traito r paradig m i n th e Portugues e colonia l 
ideology. Eve n i n advanc e o f th e reversio n o f sovereignty , Chin a ha s 
already assume d it s resurgen t powe r an d influence , notabl y an d 
symbolically throug h th e architectura l gestur e o f th e ne w monumenta l 
Bank o f Chin a Buildin g (1991) , an d Maca u i s permeate d wit h a  kin d o f 
'pre-postcolonial' ambienc e befor e decolonization . Th e remova l o f th e 
Portuguese colonia l icon , th e Amara l Equestria n Monumen t (1992) , may -
perhaps testif y t o th e 'pre-postcolonial' . Th e question s a t issu e are : how * 
can thi s oxymoroni c rubri c 'pre-postcoloniality ' explai n th e somewhat -
peculiar situatio n i n Macau prio r t o 2 0 Decembe r 1999 ? Also , can Wester n 
cultural debate s o n colonia l discours e b e neatl y mappe d ont o th e specifi c 
historical momen t i n Macau ? 

Chapter 3  examines th e toponymy o f Macau , o r O u Mu n i n Cantonese , 
and it s variou s religiou s appellations . Th e namin g an d renamin g suggeste d -
that th e Portugues e regarde d Maca u a s thei r 'city ' o r 'oversea s province' . 
Macau cam e t o embod y th e meanin g o f Portuga l an d Rome . I t valorized -
'the imperia l centre' . Thi s chapte r investigate s Lusitania n an d Iberia n 
religious zeal , whic h le d t o th e 'partitio n o f th e world ' i n 149 4 an d th e 
subsequent Rite s Controversy . Ou t o f fou r distinc t occasion s fo r th e 
introduction o f Christianit y i n China , Maca u twic e played a n indispensabl e 
role a s a  bridgehea d fo r Catholicis m an d Protestantis m i n th e sixteent h 
and nineteent h centurie s respectively . Bot h th e Portugues e an d th e Britis h 
ardently advocate d missionar y activis m a s a  mission  civilisatrice  alongsid e 
their colonizin g programmes , bu t wer e the y reall y concerne d wit h savin g 
heathen soul s fo r Christ ? Wa s th e proselytizin g o f Christianit y merel y a n 
ideological inducemen t fo r colonia l dominatio n an d subjugation ? 

Chapter 4  compare s th e thre e goddesse s i n Macau : th e Virgi n Mary , 
Tian Ho u an d Gua n Yin , an d explore s th e architectura l expressio n o f th e 
Fagade o f th e Churc h o f th e Mothe r o f God , M a Z u Ge , an d Gua n Yi n 
Tang. Thes e thre e site s ar e th e 'sacre d spaces ' o f th e 'virgi n trio' . I n vie w 
of Portugues e colonia l rul e an d prevailin g Catholicism , ho w ca n th e Taois t 
Goddess o f th e Se a an d th e Buddhis t Goddes s o f Merc y coexis t wit h th e 
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Christian Mothe r o f Go d an d for m a  balanc e o f power ? Ho w ar e th e 
cults o f Tia n Ho u an d Gua n Yi n standardize d an d reinforce d b y Chines e 
officials t o counte r th e invasio n o f Christia n ideology ? Th e tete-a-tete  o f 
these thre e goddesse s nevertheles s constitute s a  Janu s comple x o f havin g 
Sino-Luso politica l force s i n religiou s disguise . 

Chapter 5  investigate s missionar y journals , trave l memoirs , traveller' s 
tales, poems an d novel s i n a n attemp t t o exemplif y ho w Maca u i s 'written ' 
in conteste d code s an d fe d int o the stereotypes o f colonialis t representation s 
and imaginations . Reinforce d wit h Orientalis t essentialis m an d exoticism , 
some colonialis t text s ten d t o posi t a n obviou s binarism . Maca u i s ofte n 
constructed eithe r a s a  tropica l Arcadi a o r a  de n o f iniquity . Ar e there , 
however, an y 'unofficial ' o r unconsciou s voices , whic h implicitl y subver t 
the colonia l ideolog y o f Manichea n oppositio n an d shatte r familia r 
stereotypes? Thi s chapte r als o illustrate s ho w th e notio n o f cultura l 
anthropophagy produce s a n ambivalen t resolutio n withi n a  situatio n o f 
cultural asymmetr y i n lin e wit h Bakhtin' s carniva l aesthetic . Bakhtinia n 
carnivalism militate s agains t th e domination/subjugatio n o f Wester n ove r 
Eastern paradigm s i n colonia l discourse . 

Chapter 6  discusse s contemporar y English , Chines e an d Portugues e 
textual material s i n relatio n t o th e dialecti c opposite s o f 'rootlessness ' an d 
' rootedness ' . Maca u i s dubbe d th e 'Driftin g Island ' wher e peopl e roa m 
around lik e duckweed, bu t i t is also a haven where people settle with stoicism . 
How the n i s Macau portraye d a s a  stepping-ston e fo r midwa y sojourners , 
bohemians, flaneurs,  an d criminals ; an d a s a  fina l sto p fo r refugee s an d 
'returnees'? Thi s chapte r als o examine s th e Wester n metaphysic s o f th e 
pharmakon in connection with the river and the sea in texts, which comes t o 
be the salient constituent i n forming stor y lines. It illustrates how the imager y 
of th e se a embrace s a  paradoxical effec t o f nurturin g an d threatening , ho w 
people revea l thei r differen t attitude s toward s Maca u wher e the y confront , 
adjust an d situat e themselve s unde r Portugues e administration . 

The conclusio n addresse s th e particular s o f Portugues e imperialis m 
and colonialism , an d th e distinctiv e characteristic s o f Portugues e colonia l 
practice an d ideology , tha t o f panracialis m an d ecumenicalism . Th e 
Portuguese departur e fro m Maca u no t onl y mark s th e en d o f Europea n 
global imperialis t expansio n geopolitically , i t als o point s t o th e demis e o f 
European colonia l domination . Bu t doe s decolonizatio n signa l th e undoin g 
of Portugues e cultura l hegemon y an d ideologica l dominance ? I t i s wort h 
examining Macau' s cultura l situatio n an d it s colonia l legac y b y testin g th e 
applicability o f suc h topic s (muc h debate d i n Wester n academies ) o f 
colonial-discourse analysis : postcolonia l theor y an d it s concomitan t 
neocolonial critique . Toward s a  consensua l decolonization , th e Maca u 
government ha s pu t forwar d a n arra y o f cultura l an d constructio n projects . 
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Such project s provid e som e insight s int o the relationshi p betwee n cultur e 
and politic s i n the crucia l year s tha t hav e le d u p t o th e retur n o f Maca u 
to th e People' s Republi c o f China . 

Notes 

1 Ther e ar e two spelling s o f 'Macao ' an d 'Macau ' fo r th e Cantones e transliteratio n 'O u 
Mun', o r in Putonghua 'Aomen' . While the former i s the English spelling , the latte r th e 
Portuguese spelling. In this book, I  use the Portuguese spelling , except that in quotation s 
I follo w whicheve r i s i n th e texts . 

2 Accordin g t o th e Lan d Registr y an d Ma p Department , th e peninsul a i s 9. 1 squar e 
kilometres includin g th e Na m Va n Lake s project , Taip a i s 6.3 3 squar e kilometre s 
including airpor t reclamatio n areas , an d Coloan e i s 8.0 7 squar e kilometre s includin g 
an industria l park . Th e Portugues e seize d Taip a i n 185 1 an d Coloan e i n 1864 . 
Sovereignty ove r Maca u (includin g thes e two islands ) wa s confirmed i n 188 7 an d wa s 
ratified a s the Luso-Chines e Treatis e o f Friendshi p an d Trad e i n 1888 . 

3 I t i s estimate d tha t th e tota l populatio n i s close t o 60 0 000 takin g int o accoun t th e -
illegal immigrant s a s well. The majority i s Chinese comprising 96% , Portuguese around- -
3% an d othe r nationalitie s 1% . O n Macau' s population , se e Zhen g Tianxian g e t al . 
(ed.), Populacao  de  Macau  (Macau : Maca u Foundation , 1994) , an d J.K.T . Chao , 
'Contemporary Populatio n Statistic s of Macau', in Rufino Ramo s et al. (ed.), Population 
and Development  in  Macau  (Macau : Universit y o f Maca u an d Maca u Foundation , 
1994). 

4 Althoug h th e Portugues e lande d o n Maca u i n 155 3 unde r th e pretex t o f dryin g ou t 
soaked cargo , they onl y succeede d i n settlin g ther e i n 155 7 b y paying tribute . S o the 
year 155 7 is generally considere d t o b e the foundatio n yea r o f Maca u a s a  Portuguese -
settlement. Se e Elfed Vaugha n Robert s e t al. , Historical Dictionary  of  Hong Kong  and^ 
Macau (Metuchen : Th e Scarecro w Press , Inc. , 1992) , pp . 277-282 . 

5 Chin a i s often referre d t o a s Cathay i n Western texts . The term 'Cathay ' can b e traced *' 
back i n Marco Polo's travel journal i n which i t was regarded a s the richest geographica l 
signifier. 

6 Lusitania , which wa s given b y the Romans , was the old nam e for Portugal . Legend ha s 
it that Lusus , the bosom-companion o f Bacchus, was the mythical founde r o f Lusitania . 
The presen t name , Portugal , i s derived an d phoneticall y evolve d fro m th e twi n citie s 
of Port o an d Cal e (Portucale ) a t th e mouth o f th e Douro Rive r i n Northern Portugal . 
The Portugues e ar e referre d t o a s th e 'son s o f Lusus ' i n Camoes ' Os  Lusiadas. 

7 I t i s th e Centr e fo r Contemporar y Cultura l Studie s a t Birmingha m tha t adopted , 
constructed an d formalize d 'Cultura l Studies ' a s a  discipline  i n 1964 . Se e Lawrenc e 
Grossberg e t al . (ed.) , Cultural  Studies  (Ne w York : Routledge , 1992) . 

8 Th e ter m 'ecumene' , a s define d b y Igo r Kopytoff , i s a  'regio n o f persisten t cultura l 
interaction an d exchange ' i n relatio n t o cultura l interconnectio n acros s the world . See 
Igor Kopytoff (ed.) , The African Frontier  (Bloomington: Indiana University Press , 1987), 
p. 10 . 
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The cultura l matrice s o f Maca u ar e manifeste d i n th e repertoir e o f share d 
meanings, ideas , symbols , beliefs , an d observabl e serie s o f event s an d 
behaviour. The y ar e constitute d i n larg e measur e b y cultura l productio n 
and practice s o f Chin a an d Portugal . A  'culture ' i s neve r stagnan t an d 
immutable. Instead , i t interact s wit h a  temporall y an d spatiall y changin g 
and changeabl e se t o f relationships . Macau' s connection s wit h divers e 
cultures reflec t bot h a  continuit y an d a  flexibilit y wit h clearl y identifiabl e 
traits. Th e 'whol e wa y o f life ' o f Maca u i s encode d i n text s tha t ar e i n 
essence agent s i n constructin g an d commentin g o n th e culture' s sens e o f 
reality. 

Mikhail Bakhtin , on e o f th e firs t theorist s t o formulat e th e pantextua l 
idea i n cultura l exegesis , neatl y define s tex t a s 'an y coheren t comple x o f 
signs' (Bakhtin , 1986 : 103) . I n effect , everyda y discours e an d artisti c 
practices ar e al l textual . Cultura l productio n simultaneousl y reveal s th e 
textual, th e intertextua l an d th e contextua l sinc e th e contex t i s alread y 
textualized, an d th e tex t i s a t ever y poin t inflecte d b y historica l processe s 
and shape d b y socia l events . Th e approac h t o literature , histor y an d 
culture mus t b e interdisciplinary . Text s ar e representation s an d articulation s 
of specifi c historica l contexts ; the y ar e als o reflection s an d commentarie s 
of th e whol e socia l process . Th e stud y o f a  variet y o f text s (includin g 
literature, films , visua l arts) , i n a  Bakhtinia n sense , help s u s understan d 
the pas t an d th e presen t o f Maca u fro m differen t perspectives , apar t fro m 
the 'official ' historie s writte n b y th e tw o nationa l authorities . 

Since Macau's foundin g i n 1557 , the cultura l flu x i n it s colonial histor y 
has bee n comple x an d dialogic . Through texts , we ca n discer n ho w Maca u 
is textualize d a s a  uniqu e colonia l spac e wher e it s cultura l productio n 
renders negotiate d realitie s a s ideological , relational , power-laden , an d 
above all , Janus-faced unde r th e confluence o f the two civilizations . Locate d 
at th e souther n doorwa y o f China , Maca u wa s transforme d fro m a  sleep y 
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backwater t o undertak e a  uniqu e rol e on th e world stag e during it s colonia l 
period. Despit e bein g a  smal l enclave , Maca u wa s significan t i n the histor y 
of China , an d Portuga l als o sough t t o se e i t a s a n aspec t o f it s nationa l 
glory. Maca u ha s literall y functione d a s a  guardia n Janus protectin g Chin a 
by mean s o f th e Barrie r Gate , an d benefitin g Portuga l b y supplyin g 
substantial capita l revenues . 

Given it s geographica l marginality , Maca u wa s onc e th e 'threshold ' 
for intercultura l encounte r an d th e onl y recognize d 'gate ' throug h whic h 
the outsid e worl d coul d dea l wit h 'isolated ' Min g China . I t wa s th e 
rendezvous fo r Europea n encounter s wit h th e fabulous Kingdo m o f Cathay . 
It wa s als o th e sit e wher e Wester n powe r an d supremac y wer e launched . 
Macau graduall y becam e th e outpos t fo r al l Europ e i n China , a s wel l a s 
the centr e an d fulcru m o f foreig n relation s wit h China . O n th e on e hand , 
the Portugues e wer e constructe d a s cultura l bricoleur s furnishin g a  condui t 
between th e Wes t an d th e Eas t an d makin g Maca u a  zon e o f contac t 
where th e 'twain ' meet . O n th e othe r hand , les s lyrically , the y wer e th e 
harbingers o f fully-fledge d colonialis m engagin g i n al l kind s o f economi c 
exploitation, ideologicall y facilitate d an d justifie d b y the project o f Christia n 
proselytization. 

The officia l Portugues e departur e fro m Maca u o n 2 0 Decembe r 199 9 
not onl y mark s a  histori c reintegratio n o f territor y wit h China , bu t als o 
brings a n en d t o a  particula r historica l mod e o f Europea n colonia l 
domination an d subjugatio n i n Asi a i n pursui t o f profi t an d empire . Ye t 
the historica l shift s hav e bee n massive : clef t fro m a  feuda l imperia l Chin a 
in th e ag e o f mercantil e capitalism , Maca u 'returns ' t o a  modernizin g 
nation-state rule d unde r communis m an d socialism . 

In th e histor y o f colonization , Maca u wa s occupie d wel l befor e th e 
so-called nineteenth-centur y hig h ag e o f imperialism ; it s colonizatio n wa s 
markedly differen t fro m othe r Asia n societie s suc h a s India , Ceylo n (no w 
Sri Lanka) , Burm a (no w Myanmar) , Malacc a (no w Malaysia) , Cambodia , 
Laos, Vietnam , Indonesia , Brunei , Singapor e an d th e Philippines . Afte r 
the 'Partitio n o f th e World ' i n 1494 , Chin a fel l int o Portugal' s spher e i n 
missionary activis m i n which th e occupation o f Macau serve d a s a  stepping -
stone fo r th e projec t o f evangelizatio n i n Chin a an d a s a n outpos t fo r 
economic venturing . 

Although th e Portugues e colonize d Maca u an d attempte d t o 'civilize 5 

the Chines e through th e propagation o f Christianity , they could no t exercis e 
the kin d o f violen t despotis m an d bruta l absolutis m b y whic h the y 
subjugated th e native s i n Go a an d Brazil. 1 Sinc e Maca u wa s hel d o n 
sufferance an d no t occupie d b y conquest , th e Chines e stat e authoritie s 
still maintaine d som e abilit y t o 'influenc e an d interfere' . Initially , the y 
were abl e t o modif y an d negotiat e Portugues e control , thoug h Chines e 
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power i n Maca u reache d a  nadi r soo n afte r th e assassinatio n o f Joa o 
Maria Ferreir a d o Amaral , th e Governo r o f Macau , i n 1849 . A s such , 
Macau, bein g Asia' s oldes t survivin g Europea n 'colony' , depart s fro m th e 
totalizing tendenc y o f Hom i Bhabha' s thesi s tha t describe s th e discours e 
of colonialis m a s 'a t onc e a  civilizin g missio n an d a  violen t subjugatin g 
force' (Bhabha , 1986 : 148) . Bhabha' s paradig m fail s t o provid e a n all -
encompassing framewor k fo r th e analysi s o f colonia l discours e an d it s 
ideological operations . Colonia l discours e operate s differentl y no t onl y 
across al l spac e bu t als o throughou t tim e —  a  criticis m tha t Rober t Youn g 
has als o mad e o f Bhabha' s understandin g o f hybridity. 2 Bhabha' s notio n 
of 'doubl e dut y bound ' phenomeno n woul d b e a n imperfect , peculiarl y 
displaced an d decentre d imag e o f th e Portugues e i n Maca u whos e 
heterogeneity point s t o th e questio n o f historica l difference . 

The anomal y o f th e colonizatio n o f Maca u curiousl y foreshadow s 
another anomal y —  tha t o f decolonization . Thes e tw o 'anomalies ' totall y 
violate globa l theorists ' canon s tha t colonizatio n i s homologous t o conques t 
and decolonizatio n t o revolution . I n addition , th e muc h debate d cultura l 
disciplines o f postcolonia l theor y an d it s concomitan t neocolonia l critiqu e 
are no t transcenden t an d canno t b e neatl y mappe d ont o th e particula r 
situation o f Macau , precisel y becaus e Portugues e decolonizatio n i n Maca u 
proves t o b e ver y differen t fro m th e hast y an d chaoti c colonia l withdrawa l 
from othe r colonies . I n particular , afte r th e 198 7 Sino-Portugues e Join t 
Declaration, Maca u ha s achieve d a  sor t o f 'consensua l decolonization', 3 

a proces s o f transferrin g th e politica l authorit y withou t an y direc t militar y 
conflict betwee n Chin a an d Portugal . Th e outcom e o f tha t proces s i s no t 
a territoria l independence , bu t a  deferred reunio n with th e mothe r country. 4 

The handove r o f authorit y fro m on e powe r t o another , moreover , doe s 
not impl y an y recuperatio n o f autonom y b y th e locall y 'subjugated' . 

Despite th e fac t tha t colonial-discours e analysi s i s a  topi c i n vogu e i n 
Western academies , man y o f th e foremos t critic s o f colonialis m hav e 
remained silen t o n Portugues e Macau , o r hav e ignore d i t altogether . 
Apparently, Maca u i s to o smal l t o meri t attentio n i n th e curren t (post ) 
colonial debates , eve n thoug h i t ha s undergon e a  lon g perio d o f colonia l 
administration. Give n tha t postcolonia l theor y i s often base d o n a  critiqu e 
of Orientalis m o r originate s fro m experience s i n ex-colonize d countries , 
why doe s i t no t wor k fo r Macau ? Th e issue s o f postcolonia l politic s 
mostly focu s o n th e dispute s o f th e ownershi p o f a  particular geographica l 
area, a s wel l a s th e recuperatio n o f nativ e cultura l tradition s tha t wer e 
distorted b y th e proces s o f colonization . Th e issu e o f th e economi c 
exploitation i n neocolonialis m i s also emphasized . Bu t thes e categorie s ar e 
inadequate t o b e applie d t o Macau , sinc e i t wa s indisputabl y th e territor y 
of a n alread y constitute d historica l stat e befor e th e colonia l period . It s 
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cultural tradition s basicall y remai n intac t an d th e peninsul a i s to o smal l 
to b e Portugal' s 'clien t state ' afte r decolonization . Thus , th e cultura l 
disciplines o f colonia l discourse , postcolonia l theor y an d it s synchronizin g 
neocolonial critiqu e ar e no t wholl y applicabl e t o a  discussio n o f Macau . 

The Portugues e imperia l projec t fo r territoria l an d economi c expansio n 
predated tha t o f any othe r Europea n countries . Portuguese colonia l practice s 
were als o obliquel y differen t fro m tha t o f th e late r capitalis t colonizin g 
powers . Wha t the n i s th e specificit y o f Portugues e imperialis m an d 
colonialism? Afte r th e succes s o f maritim e exploratio n an d oversea s 
domination i n th e earl y sixteent h century , Portuga l wa s basicall y a n 
underdeveloped countr y maintainin g a  pre-industna l infrastructur e tha t 
was heavil y dependen t o n agriculture . Thi s metropolita n comple x 
subsequently determine d th e specifi c characteristic s o f Portugues e 
imperialism an d colonialis m i n Asia (Dm , Goa , Malacca , Timor , Colombo) , 
South Americ a (Brazil) , an d Afric a (Angola , Mozambique) , whic h 
constituted a  patter n o f 'ultra-colonialism' . A s define d b y Perry Anderson , 
it wa s 'a t onc e th e mos t primitive  an d th e mos t extreme  modalit y o f 
colonialism' (Anderson , 1962 : 97) . Fo r Anderson , wha t th e Portugues e 
Empire practise d i n thes e place s wa s th e basi c mod e o f exploitatio n fro m 
control o f exchange  t o contro l o f extraction,  whic h differe d markedl y 
from th e practic e o f th e capitalis t colonizer s durin g th e pea k er a o f 
imperialism. I n othe r words , whil e th e forme r simpl y enforce d a n 
advantageous exchang e o f primar y product s and , a t best , seize d contro l 
of actua l extraction , th e latte r exploite d th e colonia l possession s bot h fo r 
raw materia l supplie s an d a s consume r market s fo r good s produce d a t 
home. Unlik e th e majo r vecto r o f th e 'ne w imperialism ' o f othe r Europea n 
polities —  th e chartere d compan y —  Portuga l wa s almos t untouche d b y 
the commercia l an d industria l expansio n an d faile d t o share i n internationa l 
trade. A s a  result , th e metropolita n econom y declined . Th e stagnatio n an d 
debt i n it s economi c structur e als o brough t abou t socia l disintegratio n i n 
Portuguese traditiona l agraria n society . Th e Portugues e colonia l syste m i s 
thus describe d a s reflex-colonization . 

After th e industria l revolution s o f the mid-eighteenth t o mid-nineteent h 
centuries, th e industrializin g capitalis t colonizin g countrie s (suc h a s Britai n 
and France ) mad e hug e profit s i n thei r colonie s i n th e nineteent h an d th e 
first hal f o f th e twentiet h centuries . Bu t Portuga l wa s utterl y unabl e t o 
effect th e conversio n fro m a n extractiv e t o a  transforme r imperialism . I n 
the word s o f Perr y Anderson : 

Portuguese imperialis m i s not  th e classi c capitalis t imperialism . 
This i s not becaus e o f mora l advance , but becaus e o f economi c 
and socia l retardation . Portugues e colonialis m i s a  failur e t o 
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achieve th e norma l imperia l pattern , no t a n optio n whic h 
surpasses it . In the distorting mirro r o f ideology , the singularit y 
dissolves an d reform s i n a  shap e tha t i s transformed ou t o f al l 
recognition. (Anderson , 1962 : 113 ) 

Portuguese Maca u i s perhaps 'ou t o f al l recognition ' whe n considere d 
in th e contex t o f th e usua l instance s o f colonizatio n addresse d b y th e so -
called 'Third-World ' intellectual s suc h a s Edwar d Said , Hom i K . Bhabha , 
Gayatri C . Spiva k (th e Hol y Trinit y o f colonial-discours e analysis) , Trin h 
T. Minh-ha , Abdu l R . JanMohamed an d Ranaji t Guha . The y onl y pursu e 
the 'norma l imperia l pattern ' o f colonia l subjugatio n an d exploitatio n 
which relate s t o thei r actua l experience . Mos t o f thes e critic s emigrat e an d 
work i n 'Firs t World ' academie s an d mobiliz e thei r ow n colonize d pas t i n 
the Eas t a s cultural studie s i n the West. The 'transposition ' o f thei r hauntin g 
memories fro m th e Eas t t o th e Wes t ma y explai n wh y colonia l discourse , 
postcolonial theor y an d th e questio n o f neocolonialis m circulat e i n Wester n 
academies bot h fo r analysi s an d fo r resistance . Thei r debate s becom e a 
cultural tas k t o revea l a  dar k chapte r o f Europea n pillag e i n Asia . 

The Portugues e Empir e i s distinctiv e i n it s colonia l ideology . I n th e 
wake o f Portugal' s maritim e modernity , th e obsession s wit h economi c 
adventure (th e spic e trade ) an d ideologica l missio n (th e promulgatio n o f 
Christianity) wer e th e motiv e force s behin d th e Portugues e colonizatio n 
of th e India n Ocea n an d thei r subsequen t occupatio n o f Macau . Wha t i s 
remarkable i n Portugues e enterprise s o f exploratio n an d conques t i s th e 
accompanying 'missionar y colonialism' , whic h i s a t onc e a  transcenden t 
campaign o f sharin g spiritua l value s an d o f universa l brotherhood s I n 
their eastwar d expansion , th e seafarin g Portugues e wer e baskin g i n th e 
'Pax Lusitania ' ideolog y o f ecumenicalis m t o 'wi n soul s fo r Christ' . Unde r 
the venee r o f th e mission  civilisatrice,  however , ther e wa s a n imperialis t 
project t o construc t a  non-dialectica l religiou s orde r an d t o inculcat e a 
Eurocentric worldvie w int o th e subjec t people . 

The 'Cit y o f th e Nam e o f God ' wa s onc e a  Christia n Janu s wher e 
Roman Catholic s an d Luthera n Protestant s wer e rival s i n spreadin g th e 
word o f God . I t wa s als o th e plac e wher e the y vie d fo r th e lea d i n thei r 
common objectiv e o f introducin g Wester n universalis m an d positivis m 
behind th e banne r o f savin g souls . Unde r th e patronag e o f Portuga l an d 
Britain, Maca u twic e playe d a n incomparabl e rol e a s th e bridgehea d fo r 
Christianity i n China . O n thes e tw o occasions , Maca u wa s th e West' s 
'Eastern stage ' fo r th e reconfiguratio n o f Christianit y becaus e o f religiou s 
crises i n th e wak e o f th e Counter-Reformatio n i n th e sixteent h centur y 
and th e Industria l Revolutio n i n th e eighteent h century . I t seeme d obviou s 
that th e underlyin g commonalit y o f th e tw o riva l state s wa s thei r concer n 
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with economi c exploitatio n rathe r tha n convertin g th e heathens . Maca u 
eventually becam e a  conteste d aren a wher e th e valorizatio n o f Wester n 
civilization wa s i n fac t a  mas k fo r pillag e an d greed , le t alon e i t wa s 
transformed int o a  spiritua l an d secula r sit e o f powe r struggle . 

While th e tw o force s o f spiritua l invasio n attempte d t o acculturat e th e 
heathen Chines e int o Christianity , th e Chines e stat e authoritie s spare d n o 
effort i n counterin g th e Wester n 'orthodoxy ' throug h th e manipulatio n o f 
the Chines e nationa l myth-symbo l complex . Chin a intriguingl y enculturate d 
its peopl e b y mean s o f standardizin g an d ritualizin g regiona l an d popula r 
deities in order t o assure religious allegiances, political alliance s an d cultura l 
identity. Th e harmoniou s coexistenc e o f a  myria d o f churche s an d temple s 
readily point s t o th e balanc e o f powe r relation s i n differen t religions , an d 
announces a n unusua l religiou s compromise . Th e notabl e landmark s o f 
the Facad e o f th e Churc h o f th e Mothe r o f God , M a Z u G e an d Gua n 
Yin Tan g ar e 'sacred ' place s whic h constitut e a  Janus comple x o f a  two -
faced religiou s culture : Judeo-Christia n an d Buddhist-Taois t beliefs . 
Moreover, th e virgi n tri o —  th e Mothe r o f God , th e Empres s o f Heave n 
and th e Goddes s o f Mercy — coalesc e into a  unique 'trinitarian ' relationshi p 
to exemplif y th e commo n religiou s ideolog y o f extrem e compassio n an d 
mercy. Macau i s a peculiar, i f not a  miraculous, site of religious propagatio n 
and toleration . Portugues e colonialis m an d th e colonia l ideolog y o f 
ecumenicalism faile d t o impos e th e imperia l paradig m i n Macau . I n 
particular, Portuga l faile d t o conver t th e Chines e i n Maca u (an d i n China ) 
while Spai n successfull y mad e Catholicis m a  'national ' an d nationalizin g 
credo i n th e Philippines . 

Apart fro m th e ideolog y o f ecumenicalism , ther e i s anothe r highl y 
distinctive colonia l practic e tha t fostere d a n assimiliationis t polic y an d 
officially encourage d miscegenation . Othe r Europea n colonizin g power s 
often introduce d a  typ e o f huma n relation s base d o n racia l segregatio n i n 
which th e superio r dominatin g rac e wa s contraste d wit h th e inferio r 
dominated race. 5 Portuga l celebrate d mixe d union s o f differen t race s an d 
miscegenation wa s considere d th e benig n consummatio n o f Portugues e 
panracialism. However , th e Portugues e ideologica l toleratio n o f racia l 
fusion throug h mixe d marriag e directl y reflecte d a  shortag e o f Portugues e 
women abroad . I n th e word s o f a  historia n o f Portugues e Africa , th e 
mystique o f interracialis m wa s merel y a n 'eroti c expediency ' rathe r tha n 
the advocac y o f racia l egalitarianism . I n fact , a s Rober t Youn g ha s 
demonstrated i n Colonial  Desire,  wher e racia l amalgamatio n wa s tolerate d 
or promoted , i t wa s wit h th e ai m o f improvin g th e 'racia l stock ' o f th e 
colonized an d creatin g a  mor e enlightene d rac e suitabl e fo r tropica l labou r 
(Young, 1995 : 142-146) . I n addition , th e encouragemen t o f mixe d union s 
may fetishisticall y reflec t a  cover t for m o f fantas y centre d o n th e Othe r 
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and a  clandestin e for m o f colonia l desir e fo r wha t i s perceive d a s 'th e 
uncontrollable sexua l driv e o f th e non-whit e race s an d thei r limitles s 
fertility' (Young , 1995 : 181) . 

Although th e Portugues e showe d a n unrelentin g attemp t t o asser t 
inalienable difference s betwee n races , th e ideologica l panracia l visio n onl y 
projected a  phantasmagori a o f divers e hybri d progen y a s on e aspec t o f 
the colonia l legacies . Th e confluenc e o f differen t cultura l flow s an d th e 
Portuguese ideologica l toleratio n o f miscegenatio n hav e helpe d Maca u 
evolve int o a  Eurasia n ecumen e i n procreatin g a n 'emergent ' minorit y 
called th e Macanese . Th e comin g int o bein g o f thi s Creol e clas s wa s 
largely du e t o th e fac t tha t sinc e th e foundin g o f Maca u ther e ha d bee n 
very fe w Portugues e wome n there, 6 an d 'wive s ranke d a s a  significan t 
item i n th e lis t o f imports ' (Coates , 1987 : 34) . Earl y settler s the n sough t 
wives primaril y fro m Malaysia , Japa n an d India . Later , som e abandone d 
Chinese infan t girl s wer e brough t u p a s Christian s an d becam e candidate s 
for mixe d marriages . 

However, no t everyon e bor n i n Maca u i s identifie d a s Macanese . 
Only thos e wh o ar e bor n o f cross-ethni c couple s ar e principall y o f 
Portuguese-Asian ancestry . Som e Macanes e refe r t o themselve s a s 'pur e 
Macanese ' becaus e the y ar e bor n i n Maca u o f origina l Portugues e 
parentage. Very often , the y cal l themselve s 'Filhos  da  Terra\  whic h literall y 
means 'son s o f th e ear th ' (implicitl y denotin g a  rootles s class) . Th e 
Cantonese cal l the m ' ± 4 . f P 5 literall y meanin g 'locall y bor n children' . 
They are , in Bhabha's phrase , 'white , bu t no t quite' , an d constitut e anothe r 
level o f identit y i n colonia l representation . 

In th e situatio n o f cross-ethni c interaction , th e Macanes e constantl y 
meet wit h prejudic e no t onl y fro m th e Chinese , bu t als o fro m th e 'pure ' 
Portuguese. Suc h racia l discriminatio n eventuall y lead s t o a  certai n kin d 
of anxiety amon g them , who ar e ambivalen t toward s thei r persona l identity . 
As Joa o d e Pina-Cabra l writes : 

At on e tim e when th e capita l o f Portuguesenes s wa s th e majo r 
source of security and survival , the negotiation o f Portuguesenes s 
was centra l t o Macanes e everyda y life . Discrimination operate d 
strongly, t o th e poin t where , fo r example , a  membe r o f a 
traditional famil y [ a famil y retainin g th e greates t capita l o f 
Portugueseness] preferre d hi s daughte r t o remai n singl e rathe r 
than marr y a  Macanes e whos e claim s t o Portuguesenes s wer e 
slighter. (Pina-Cabral , 1994 : 122 ) 

Due t o th e overlappin g o f cultura l reference s an d mixe d socia l situations , 
a process o f 'self-alienation ' graduall y develop s a s a new socia l stratification , 
characterized b y a  smal l an d relativel y close d Macanes e community . 



204 MACAU:  A  CULTURAL  JANUS 

Towards th e imminen t chang e o f sovereignty , som e Macanes e hav e 
become ver y apprehensiv e abou t thei r ne w habitat . The y wave r i n whethe r 
to identif y themselve s wit h th e Portugues e o r th e Chinese . Subsequently , 
an associatio n calle d Macau  Sempre,  o r Root s i n Aome n (fllfttJtPI) , wa s 
formed o n 2 6 Octobe r 199 6 wit h a n ai m t o emphasiz e thei r 'roots ' i n 
Macau an d t o creat e a  sens e o f belongin g (Macao  Daily  News,  2 7 Octobe r 
1996). Obviously , Macau  Sempre  wa s organize d i n orde r t o unit e th e 
Macanese who , a t thi s critica l stage , may fee l somewha t estranged , rootless , 
lost an d stresse d becaus e o f thei r 'in-betweenness' . Thi s organizatio n i s a n 
outlet revealin g thei r wis h t o attac h t o Maca u afte r th e transitio n an d t o 
assert thei r hybri d identit y i n a  Chines e dominate d society . Althoug h 
there ar e roughl y 700 0 t o 1 0 00 0 Macanese , the y reflec t a  certai n ethni c 
force —  som e o f the m hol d governmen t post s whil e som e ar e lawyer s an d 
architects b y profession . 

As a  resul t o f centurie s o f hybridity , th e Macanes e hav e evolve d thei r 
own art s o f dail y lif e includin g a  specia l cookin g calle d Macanes e cuisine. 7 

It mainl y contain s th e spice s an d flavour s o f Goa n an d Mala y cookin g 
and a  littl e Chines e influence . Give n th e eclecti c ingredients , Macanes e 
cuisine directl y refer s t o it s divers e ethni c an d geographica l origin s an d 
represents a  no w 'indigenous ' culinar y culture . 'Th e invocatio n o f a  specifi c 
food', say s Ann e Goldman , 'speak s o n behal f o f cultura l nationalis m .  .  . 
The elaboratio n o f cookin g technique s ma y als o provid e a  mean s o f 
art iculating a n ethni c subject. ' (Goldman , 1992 : 173 ) Throug h th e 
introduction o f Macanes e food , th e 'hybri d Portugues e o f Macau ' tr y t o 
encode a n affirmatio n o f ethni c specificity . Thi s cultura l affirmatio n i n 
food preparation , i n effect , parallel s changes in 'civilization ' t o a  creolizatio n 
of Portuguese , Goan , Malay , Africa n an d Chines e practice s i n th e wak e 
of colonialism . 

Macanese cuisin e henc e reveal s a  cultura l appropriatio n throug h th e 
culinary. I t ca n b e haile d a s a  concret e instanc e t o exemplif y th e rhetori c 
of cultura l assimilation . Foo d i s no t jus t investe d wit h a  cultura l registe r 
of a  uniqu e form ; i t ma y als o reproduc e cultura l practice s an d value s tha t 
provide th e Macanes e communit y wit h a  mean s o f self-definitio n an d 
survival. Mediatin g betwee n tw o dominan t cultures , Macanes e cuisin e 
stands a s a  metony m fo r a  creol e ethni c identit y an d self-assertio n i n th e 
cultural sphere . I t als o reveal s th e interna l processe s o f a  creolizin g 
continuum. Macanes e foo d n o doub t exemplifie s a  rea l 'transgressio n o f 
boundaries', an d exhibit s a  palatabl e hybridizatio n o f originall y differen t 
culinary specialties . Th e popularit y o f Macanes e foo d amon g Chines e 
people i n Maca u an d Hon g Kon g steadfastl y speak s fo r th e continue d 
fluidity o f cultura l boundaries . Today , Macanes e cuisin e i s promote d a s 
one o f Macau' s irresistibl e touris t attraction s an d a  commodit y o f 
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consumption. I t als o turn s ou t t o b e a  mediatin g practice , whic h elide s 
ethnic tension s an d antagonism , eve n thoug h ethni c boundarie s otherwis e 
remain materia l an d conspicuous . 

Macanese cuisin e ha s becom e a  specialt y tha t neve r lose s it s fascinatio n 
and allur e t o bot h Chines e an d foreig n gourmets . Whil e particula r Hon g 
Kong eatin g practice s d o sho w the trace s o f th e Britis h colonialis t 'heritage ' 
(such a s 'milk y tea') , Macanese food , bein g a  distinctiv e cultura l inventio n 
and havin g a  statu s a s 'cuisine' , i s wha t Hon g Kong' s hybri d foo d an d 
beverages faile d t o attai n durin g it s 150-yea r colonia l history . Th e 
important positio n o f th e cultur e o f foo d help s u s reconside r th e fixe d 
model o f oppressor/oppresse d powe r relation s unde r Portugues e imperialis m 
and colonialism . 

Besides hybridize d Macanes e food , ther e i s the Portuguese Creol e dialec t 
used i n Macau , i.e . th e Patois  (o r Makista). B I t i s a  mixtur e o f Chines e 
syntax wit h Portugues e an d Mala y vocabularies , an d wa s onc e widel y 
spoken b y wome n an d servant s durin g th e eighteent h an d nineteent h „ 
centuries. However , school s starte d t o teac h bot h Portugues e an d Chines e 
languages aroun d 1850 . A s a result , th e loca l Patois  graduall y disappeare d 
except i n song s an d jokes . 

The Patois  dialec t an d Macanes e foo d ar e 'emergent ' cultura l practice s 
under Portugues e colonia l rule . They for m anothe r laye r o f representatio n 
behind th e mas k o f a  Cultura l Janus lookin g toward s Catha y an d Lusitania . 
The Portugues e ideolog y o f panracialis m doe s no t merel y produc e 
hybridization, i t als o effect s a  transformatio n o f th e 'represse d knowledge ' 
of th e Othe r int o cultura l specificity . Thes e hybri d practice s are , in Bhabha' s 
words, ' a strategi c reversa l o f th e proces s o f domination ' (Bhabha , 1985 : -
154). 

While th e ideolog y o f racia l amalgamatio n produce s differen t aspect s 
of hybridit y includin g ne w form s o f cultura l production , th e ideolog y o f 
ecumenicalism wa s late r displace d b y secula r economi c exploitatio n — 
the engagemen t i n opium-trafficking , th e coolie-slav e trad e an d gambling . 
Although th e forme r tw o activitie s wer e eventuall y outlawe d i n Macau , 
the gamblin g busines s ha s flourishe d an d stil l furnishe s ta x revenue s t o 
Portugal. Portuga l thu s continue s t o enjo y th e earl y colonialis t patter n o f 
'extraction' o f capita l fro m Asia' s las t outpost . I n lin e with th e Portugues e 
strategy o f 'extractiv e colonialism' , n o busines s i s s o wel l develope d i n 
Macau a s gamblin g whic h require s littl e technolog y o r expertise . 

The metamorphosi s o f Maca u fro m a  Catholi c bishopri c t o Asia' s 
foremost moder n 'cit y o f gambling ' i s not withou t irony . The nin e license d 
casinos whic h ar e ru n b y a  singl e license e —  th e gamblin g magnate , 
Stanley H o —  generat e a  substantia l amoun t o f ta x revenue . Th e casin o 
taipan gaine d th e gamblin g monopol y i n 196 2 an d forme d th e Sociedade 
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de Turismo  e  Diversoes  de  Macau,  o r th e M a c a u Tour is m an d 
Entertainment Company. 9 H e i s perhap s th e ver y livin g emble m o f th e 
paradoxical imag e i n th e Cit y o f th e Nam e o f God . Sinc e 1962 , h e ha s 
operated th e legalize d gamblin g an d entertainmen t busines s unde r th e 
banner o f a  self-proclaime d philanthropi c mission . I n a n intervie w h e 
said: 

The view that our enterprise is merely one of a gambling character 
is a  misconception. Ou r purpos e i s to develo p touris m an d th e 
entertainment busines s an d brin g a  ne w prosperit y t o Maca o 
and improv e th e welfar e an d livin g standar d o f it s citizen s .  . . 
[and] t o promot e th e erectio n o f mor e school s an d hospitals . 
(South China  Morning  Post:  2 January 1962 ) 

As a  gamblin g entrepreneur , H o i s als o on e o f th e chie f patron s an d 
benefactors i n Maca u an d Hon g Kong . H e ferventl y alternate s betwee n 
the gamblin g busines s an d charity . Hi s charitabl e contribution s eve n wo n 
papal approval . Th e Pop e i n th e Vatica n Cit y conferre d o n hi m th e Papa l 
Insignia o f 'Knigh t Commande r o f th e Equestria n Orde r o f Sain t Gregor y 
the Great ' i n 198 9 i n appreciatio n an d recognitio n o f th e 'magnanimit y 
and humanitaria n gesture s o f th e Maca u an d Hon g Kon g Impresari o 
towards th e Catholi c Church ' (Lusa:  7  July 1989) . The Pope' s ecclesiastica l 
endorsement, however , onl y blur s th e boundar y betwee n churche s an d 
casinos, an d financia l contribution s ma y enhanc e one' s chance s o f papa l 
recognition. 

The juxtaposi t io n o f churche s an d casino s appear s t o b e a n 
indispensable clich e i n colonialis t literar y genre s whe n describin g Macau . 
It i s concomitant wit h th e disjunctiv e nomenclatur e o f th e 'Easter n Vatican ' 
(the religiou s city ) an d th e 'Easter n Mont e Carlo ' (th e gamblin g city) . 
Macau ha s ofte n bee n represente d throug h Orienta l exoticis m an d i s 
textualized a s a n atriu m o f 'wheat ' an d 'chaff , tha t is , i t mingle s th e 
Chosen an d th e condemned . I t wa s onc e denounce d a s th e 'Wickedes t 
City', despit e bein g blesse d a s th e 'Hol y City' . A s Maca u wa s extolle d a s 
the 'Ge m o f th e Orient ' b y Si r John Bowrin g an d praise d lik e a n Arcadi a 
on eart h b y som e travellers , W . H . Auden , however , describe d i t a s th e 
'city o f indulgence' . C . A . Montalt o d e Jesu s eve n poignantl y calle d i t a 
'den o f vice' . Thi s i s th e ambivalenc e o f Maca u —  i t simultaneousl y 
oscillates betwee n th e profan e an d th e sublime . 

Peninsular Maca u i s inseparabl e fro m th e se a an d th e por t mentality . 
This als o patentl y generate s a n insula r phenomeno n o f driftin g an d 
anchoring —  a  metapho r o f peopl e leavin g an d staying . I t i s a  sit e o f th e 
liminal sojour n an d a  permanen t shelte r a s differen t text s illustrate . Apar t 
from bein g a  recreationa l local e fo r colonials , i t i s represente d a s a 
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receptacle fo r China' s 'huma n refuse ' an d Portugal' s banishe d criminals . 
As th e Portugues e desire d t o trad e an d evangelize , the y willy-nill y create d 
a have n o f refug e —  a  subtl e geopolitica l sanctuar y fo r Europea n 
missionaries an d Japanes e Christian s fleein g religiou s persecution . I t wa s 
also a n outle t t o th e worl d fo r million s o f desperat e Chinese . No t th e leas t 
of it s function s i n thi s categor y wa s it s onc e bein g a  revolutionar y bas e 
where D r Su n Yat-se n (1866-1925 ) an d hi s part y foun d asylu m whil e 
trying t o overthro w th e Qin g governmen t a t th e tur n o f th e twentiet h 
century. 

Macau wa s fas t changin g i n th e las t fe w decade s o f th e twentiet h 
century. Lik e mos t moder n cities , i t ha s it s ow n problems . Sinc e th e 
1980s, illega l mone y starte d pourin g i n fro m Chin a an d ther e wa s als o a n 
overdevelopment i n rea l estate . Whe n China' s austerit y measure s wer e 
announced i n 1993 , the propert y marke t sharpl y decline d an d th e housin g 
market wa s severel y hit . Du e t o th e economi c recessio n ther e ha d bee n 
spiralling crim e rates , notabl y th e tria d gan g warfar e linke d t o profit s 
from casin o loan-sharking , a s wel l a s th e flourishin g prostitutio n busines s 
and burgeonin g violence . Ami d suc h deterioratin g socia l conditions , th e 
gambling have n als o bring s wit h i t a  lo t o f murders , kidnaps , bombing s 
and stabbings . I t i s no w dubbe d th e 'Easter n Chicago ' (th e crim e city). 10 

Only whe n Maca u implement s ne w measure s t o sustai n prosperit y an d 
stability an d embark s upo n a  toug h polic y t o stam p ou t th e surgin g crim e 
wave, wil l i t b e rule d b y la w an d order . Maca u shoul d tr y t o en d th e 
problems an d realisticall y vindicat e th e descriptio n o f bein g th e 'fragil e 
city' an d th e 'abandone d city ' a s pessimisticall y projecte d i n Wester n eye s 
after 199 9 (Porte r 1996 : 3 , 193) . 

As a  celebration o f a  'new ' er a betwee n th e Portuguese an d th e Chinese , 
Macau ha s rushe d forwar d wit h th e projec t o f monumen t buildin g i n 
public place s sinc e 1993 . Each year , ne w monument s ar e t o b e buil t i n th e 
run-up t o Macau' s retur n t o Chin a i n 1999 . Thes e monuments , o n th e 
one hand , symboliz e th e renewe d intimac y an d friendshi p o f th e tw o 
national authoritie s whil e o n th e other , exorcis e a  kin d o f (post)colonia l 
complex. I n a  subtl e wa y o f self-fashioning , th e Portugues e attemp t t o 
play th e par t o f th e benig n 'settler' . Th e constructio n o f suc h monument s 
speaks fo r th e ferven t Portugues e attemp t t o stak e thei r cultura l legacies , 
as wel l a s significantl y usher s i n a  perio d o f 'monument-mania' . 

The firs t multi-million-dolla r monument , a  Porta  do  Entendimento, 
or th e Gat e o f Understandin g (MifPH ) (Plat e 32) , stand s 4 0 metre s hig h 
on a n artificia l islan d outsid e th e Inne r Harbour . Thi s colossa l monumen t 
was i naugura t e d o n Portugal ' s Nat iona l Day , 1 0 Jun e 1993 . I t 
commemorates Macau' s 198 7 agreemen t wit h Chin a o n futur e sovereignt y 
and mark s th e 'harmoniou s relationshi p betwee n Portuga l an d China ' i n 
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Plate 3 2 The  Gate  of  i 
Understanding H 

the transitio n perio d (Lee , South  China  Morning  Post:  1  February 1993) . 
The 'Understanding ' monumen t wa s designe d b y th e Portugues e sculpto r 
Charters d e Almeida . I t i s comprise d o f tw o rathe r monotonou s block s 
made o f reinforce d concret e an d coate d wit h polishe d granite . Th e rigi d 
form an d monumenta l siz e immediatel y dwar f th e spectato r an d creat e a n 
unbridgeable ga p t o physica l communion . Moreover , i t i s non-functional ; 
unlike simila r monuments , th e Statu e o f Libert y fo r instance , people canno t 
go u p t o it s roo f t o enjo y th e sceni c view . Th e monumen t ma y mak e on e 
recall Richar d Serra' s word s whe n h e argues , 'T o depriv e ar t o f it s 
uselessness i s t o mak e othe r tha n art . I  a m intereste d i n sculptur e whic h 
is non-utilitarian , non-functional . An y us e i s a  misuse. ' (Serra , 1985 : 13 ) 
Redolent o f Serra' s rhetori c i s Almeida' s illustratio n o f th e modernis t 
aesthetic sensibilit y i n th e tw o monumenta l blocks . 

Cultural modernism' s insistenc e o n th e distinc t consciousnes s o f ar t 
for art' s sak e an d o n aestheticis t notion s o f th e self-sufficienc y o f hig h 
culture ha s alread y bee n challenge d b y postmodernis m —  a  cultura l 
phenomenon emerge d i n Americ a an d Europ e i n th e 1970s . (Fredri c 
Jameson ha s argue d tha t postmodernis m i s 'th e cultura l dominan t o f th e 
logic o f lat e capitalism.') 11 Bu t Almeid a simpl y show s n o interes t i n th e 
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culture o f everyda y lif e an d persist s i n th e maintenanc e o f a  Eurocentri c 
cultural tendency . H e appear s t o 're-inscribe ' th e modernis t penchan t fo r 
art b y mean s o f maintainin g a n esoteri c distanc e betwee n th e ar t objec t 
and th e spectator . Th e aestheti c distanc e i s no t merel y a  ke y marke r tha t 
separates cultur e fro m th e socia l an d economi c condition s o f th e everyda y 
life, i t i s also a  distanc e fro m th e bodil y sensation s fo r i t i s ou r bodie s tha t 
bind u s to th e historica l an d socia l specificities . Th e Gat e o f Understandin g 
is simpl y a  demonstratio n o f abstrac t principle s an d a n artisti c expressio n 
of esoteri c self-assertions . 

This extravagan t wor k i s inscribe d wit h a  politica l statement . I t ca n 
be interprete d a s a  'pre-postcolonial ' chic , which pre-celebrate s th e closur e 
of a  colonia l chapte r throug h architectura l gestures . Th e amicabl e 
relationship betwee n Beijin g an d Lisbo n bring s t o min d th e differen t 
colonial historie s o f Maca u an d Hon g Kong . Britai n too k Hon g Kon g b y 
conquest an d impose d upo n Chin a unequa l treaties . Macau , o n th e othe r 
hand, wa s acquire d b y Portuga l o n sufferance . Chin a wa s no t involve d i n 
a humiliatin g confrontation . I n 198 2 Britai n wa s tryin g t o persuad e th e 
Chinese governmen t a t th e beginnin g o f th e Sino-Bntis h negotiation s t o 
exchange sovereignt y ove r Hon g Kon g fo r th e righ t t o continue d Britis h 
administration. Portuga l i n fac t twic e wante d t o retreat , firs t a t th e clima x 
of China' s Cultura l Revolutio n durin g 1966-1967 , an d subsequently , 
shortly afte r Portugal' s 197 4 'Carna t io n Revolut ion ' . Thi s cultura l 
landmark i s no t jus t a  sig n o f friendshi p betwee n th e Chines e an d th e 
Portuguese authorities , i t als o serve s a s a  vicariou s gestur e t o sho w th e 
British tha t Sino-Portugues e relation s outshin e Sino-Bntis h confrontation . 

Following th e them e o f amizade,  th e secon d ne w Macau-Taip a bridge , 
Ponte d e Amizade , o r th e Bridg e o f Friendship , wa s inaugurate d o n 1 7 
April 1994. 12 Th e friendl y Sino-Lus o relationshi p wa s agai n reminiscen t 
of th e politica l scenari o a t tha t specifi c moment . Whil e Hon g Kon g wa s 
caught i n a  frustratin g tug-of-wa r betwee n Londo n an d Beijin g ove r 
transition issues , Maca u wa s marchin g muc h mor e smoothl y toward s it s 
reunification wit h China , an d Portuga l wa s mor e accommodatin g t o Chin a 
than Britain . 

The towerin g Gat e o f Understandin g an d th e Bridg e o f Friendshi p ar e 
politicized t o revea l differen t historie s an d contrastin g politica l situation s 
of th e tw o colonies . The y ar e ideologica l construct s suggestin g a  certai n 
degree o f complicit y betwee n powe r politic s an d culture . The y als o evinc e 
a symbioti c relationshi p throug h artisti c creatio n an d architectura l 
expression. The y tellingl y embrac e politica l complexit y i n th e crucia l year s 
that hav e le d u p t o th e retur n o f Hon g Kon g an d Maca u t o Chin a befor e 
the en d o f th e twentiet h century . 

Since th e pullin g dow n o f th e colonia l icon s o f th e statu e o f Mesquit a 
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in 196 6 an d th e Amara l equestria n monumen t i n 1992 , th e project s o f 
'understanding' an d 'friendship ' ar e sign s o f th e renewe d intimac y o f th e 
two nationa l authorities . The goo d relation s betwee n th e two state s ushere d 
in a  perio d o f economi c cooperatio n an d helpe d boos t a  ver y bi g projec t 
— th e constructio n o f a n internationa l airpor t (costin g 9  billio n patacas, 
approx imate ly US$1. 1 billion ) of f Taip a Island . Th e ne w Maca u 
International Airport 13 wa s initiate d i n 198 9 an d b y fa r th e larges t projec t 
ever undertake n i n Macau . I t wa s mean t t o cop e wit h th e ever-increasin g 
demand fo r internationa l flights . I t wa s als o permeate d wit h a  vicariou s 
intention a s bein g th e alternativ e o f th e highl y controversia l airpor t a t 
Chek La p Ko k i n Hon g Kong. 14 Pete r Fredenbur g writes : 

While Hon g Kong' s Che k La p Kok airpor t projec t ha s bee n the 
focus o f seemingly endless wrangling between the British territory 
and China , Macau' s project s hav e bee n a  mode l o f 
accommodation. Foreign businessmen and Macanese government 
officials alik e poin t t o mor e tha n fou r centurie s o f cooperatio n 
between Portuga l an d China , i n contras t t o th e Britis h seizur e 
of Hon g Kon g a s a  spoi l o f th e Opiu m War . The y cit e 
characteristics ofte n attribute d t o eac h —  the 'eas y amiability ' 
of th e Portuguese , a s opposed t o th e 'arrogance ' o f th e British . 
(Fredenburg, 1994 : 14 ) 

The buildin g o f th e Maca u airpor t wa s considere d a  'fin e example ' o f 
cooperation betwee n Chin a an d Portuga l b y L u Pin g (UPP) , th e Directo r 
of th e Hon g Kon g an d Maca u Affair s Office . A s h e praise d th e spiri t o f 
compromise o n th e Maca u airpor t issue , h e warne d Britai n a t th e sam e 
time no t t o adop t a  confrontationa l approac h toward s China , bu t Hon g 
Kong shoul d lear n fro m Maca u i n achieving a  smooth transitio n t o Chines e 
rule (No , South  China  Morning  Post:  2 5 Ma y 1995) . I n th e wak e o f a 
number o f politica l quarrels , Chin a treate d Christophe r Patten , th e las t 
Governor o f Hon g Kong , lik e a  leper . H e wa s blaste d a s ' a prostitute ' an d 
'a ma n condemne d i n history' , bu t Genera l Vasc o Roch a Vieira , th e 
Governor o f Macau , wa s entruste d a s a  friend . 

The ne w airpor t wa s inaugurate d b y Portugues e President , Mari o 
Soares, an d Chines e Vice-President , Ron g Yire n (HISC) , o n 8  Decembe r 
1995, a  dat e considere d t o b e auspiciou s bot h b y th e Portugues e an d th e 
Chinese (Plat e 33) . Durin g th e openin g ceremony , whil e Soare s describe d 
the ne w airpor t a s a n 'enormou s step ' toward s strengthenin g th e enclave' s 
autonomy an d identity , Ron g sai d i t woul d 'stimulate ' th e territory' s 
economic an d socia l developmen t (Bruning , Hongkong  Standard:  9 
December 1995) . Macau' s ne w airpor t i s thu s see n a s a  symbo l o f 'goo d 
understanding', 'profoun d friendship ' an d 'fruitfu l cooperation ' betwee n 
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Plate 3 3 The  Inauguration  of  the  Macau  International  Airport 

China an d Portuga l ove r Macau , an d 'wil l se t th e sea l o n th e territory' s 
ambitions t o becom e a  trave l an d busines s hu b o n th e Sout h Chin a coast ' 
(Macau Travel  Talk,  Decembe r 1995) . 

N o t onl y doe s th e ne w airpor t rende r politica l an d economi c 
significance, i t als o reveal s cultura l specificity . Th e openin g ceremon y wa s 
marked b y th e eye-dottin g o f a  138-metr e lon g 'golden ' dragon , supporte d 
by 50 0 peopl e fo r a  dance . Th e drago n danc e i s considered a n auspiciou s 
ritual i n Chines e cultur e an d th e drago n i s looke d upo n a s a  beneficen t 
deity. However , i n Christia n cultur e i t is a symbol o f Satan an d a  malevolen t 
being. I n thi s particula r event , a  tota l o f 1 0 traditiona l Chines e dragon s 
and 5 0 lion s performe d ritualisti c dances . I t i s clear tha t th e drago n danc e 
becomes a  Chines e cultura l accoutremen t whos e symboli c disjunctur e 
Christians i n Maca u hav e com e t o accept . 

Another bi g constructio n projec t wa s th e Cultura l Centre , venu e fo r 
Macau 's handove r ceremony . Locate d o n reclaime d lan d i n th e Oute r 
Harbour, th e Cultura l Centr e (costin g 96 0 millio n patacas,  approximatel y 
US$120 million ) wa s inaugurate d b y Portuguese President , Jorge Sampaio , 
and Chines e Vice-Premier , Qia n Qiche n ( H K ^ ) , o n 1 9 Marc h 1999 . A s 
part o f th e inaugura l ceremonies , Macau' s Catholi c Bisho p an d Buddhis t 
Abbot wer e simultaneousl y invite d to carry ou t religiou s rites on the tarmac , 
giving th e ne w buildin g comple x a  'doubl e blessing ' (Plat e 34) . The co -
presence o f tw o differen t group s o f religiou s dignitarie s readil y testifie s t o 
unusual religiou s toleratio n an d exemplifie s th e Janus-lik e dimensio n o f 
Macau. Thei r participatio n als o indicate s a  negotiate d accommodatio n o f 
East-West religiou s powe r relations . Maca u i s indee d a  uniqu e urba n 
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Plate 3 4 The  Co-Presence  of  Catholic  and  Buddhist  Dignitaries at  the  Opening  of  the 
Cultural Centre 

receptacle bein g abl e t o celebrat e it s religiou s difference s an d cultura l 
infusions. Th e harmoniou s coexistenc e o f disparat e religiou s belief s ca n 
perhaps serv e a s a  vicariou s mode l t o som e place s wher e destructiv e 
religious clashe s an d ethni c conflict s ar e a  matter o f dail y reality . 

Macau i s i n ful l swin g wit h a  numbe r o f project s whic h includ e a n oi l 
terminal, tw o sewage-treatmen t plant s an d th e reclamatio n o f 13 0 hectare s 
of lan d an d embankment s t o enclos e th e Prai a Grand e Bay , formin g tw o 
lakes calle d Na m Va n Lakes . Besides , numerou s embryoni c plans , suc h a s 
a double-trac k railwa y an d super-highway s linkin g China , ar e i n th e offing . 
These meticulou s processe s o f modernizatio n ar e expecte d t o transfor m 
Macau int o a  majo r economi c forc e i n th e Pear l Rive r Delt a area. 1:> Maca u 
is bein g constructe d a s strategicall y importan t an d form s a  contiguou s 
part wit h Hon g Kong , Guangzhou , Shenzhe n an d Zhuhai . I t i s schedule d 
to reasser t it s histori c rol e a s a n entrepo t fo r internationa l trad e an d a 
'Gateway t o China' , bu t unde r clear-cu t Chines e sovereignt y a s th e daw n 
of th e thir d millenniu m approaches . 

Heritage preservatio n ha s becom e a  vita l issu e an d i s passionatel y 
pursued an d widel y supporte d sinc e the government passe d a  ne w Heritag e 
Law i n June 198 4 wit h th e ai m o f preservin g Macau' s heritag e a s a  touris t 
asset (Bastos , 1986 : 98-104) . Th e heritag e project s certainl y hel p retai n 
yet anothe r Lusitania n trac e eve n a s colonia l rul e fade s away . Fo r th e 
sake o f touris t promotion , th e Maca u Marin e Par k o n Taip a (costin g 1. 2 
billion patacas,  approximatel y US$15 0 million ) i s unde r constructio n an d 
the 138-metr e Maca u Towe r i s equipped wit h a  revolving platfor m lookin g 
out t o th e Sout h Chin a Sea . Give n a  variet y o f cultura l embellishments , 
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A Direcgdo  dos  Servigos  de  Turismo  de  Macau,  o r th e Maca u Governmen t 
Tourist Office , ha s bestowe d Maca u a  ne w identit y —  Cit y o f Culture . 
This rubri c i s perhap s mean t t o exorcis e th e negativ e colonia l image s o f 
Macau bein g a t th e boundar y o f civilization , an d al l th e cul tura l 
developments readil y revea l th e Portugues e attemp t t o reiterat e thei r rol e 
as 'cultura l benefactors' . 

Apart fro m th e Taip a Hous e Museu m o n Taip a an d th e Museu m o f 
Nature an d Agricultur e o n Coloane , peninsula r Maca u i s also consciousl y 
engaged i n museum projects . The Maritim e Museum , opene d i n 1987 , wa s 
removed i n 199 0 t o th e presen t spo t nea r th e Templ e o f Tia n Hou , wher e 
the Portugues e wer e believe d t o hav e firs t lande d i n th e earl y sixteent h 
century. Th e Gran d Pri x Museu m wa s inaugurate d i n Novembe r 199 3 i n 
o Centro  de  Actividades  Turisticas,  o r th e Touris t Activitie s Centr e 
(completed i n 1985) , celebrating th e 40th anniversar y o f th e Maca u Gran d 
Prix. I n th e sam e venue , th e Museu m o f Win e wa s opene d i n Decembe r 
1995, exhibitin g an d promotin g som e 80 0 differen t brand s o f Portugues e 
wine. Th e Sacre d Ar t Museum , installe d i n th e excavate d cryp t o f th e 
Church o f th e Mothe r o f God , wa s opene d i n Ma y 1996 . Th e Maca u 
Museum, slotte d int o the hillside where the histori c Mont e For t stands , wa s 
inaugurated i n Apri l 1998 . I t i s th e larges t an d th e mos t comprehensiv e 
museum eve r buil t i n th e enclav e —  cost in g 13 0 mi l l io n patacas 
(approximately US$1 6 million) . Above all , the Museu m o f Ar t o f Maca u 
was opened a t the new Cultura l Centr e in March 1999 , displaying more tha n 
3000 work s o f art . Thes e museu m project s ar e cannil y designe d t o mak e 
Macau a  Cit y of Museums an d a  culturally dynami c par t o f moder n China . 

All th e cultura l endeavours , t o som e extent , effec t a  continuing " 
Portuguese presenc e i n Macau, lendin g to th e 'las t emporium ' o f Portugues e 
colonialism a  neocolonize d cultura l identity . Maca u i s groome d t o b e a 
distinctive cit y resplenden t wit h ric h Lusitania n char m tha t ca n hardl y b e 
found i n othe r forme r colonia l outpost s i n Asia . Unlik e Britai n whic h i s 
interested i n economi c venture s i n postcolonia l Hon g Kong , Portuga l i s 
more concerne d wit h ensurin g it s cultura l legac y i n postcolonia l Macau . 
It i s probabl y par t o f a  strateg y t o maintai n powe r an d influenc e i n thei r 
former cidade  an d i n Chin a itself . 

Despite som e promisin g bi g project s tha t hav e bee n propose d afte r 
the 198 7 Join t Declaration , th e foreseeabl e politica l an d lega l change s 
have ha d a  crucia l impac t upo n som e peopl e i n Macau an d cause d anxiet y 
and uncertaint y abou t th e future . Unde r thes e circumstances , Den g 
Xiaoping (§M N¥-), th e Chines e patriarch , pu t forwar d th e nove l politica l 
idea o f 'on e country , tw o systems' , whic h enable d Maca u t o becom e a n 
'autonomous' Specia l Administrative Regio n (SAR ) of th e People' s Republi c 
of China . Obviously , th e assurance stil l seemed inadequat e an d th e Chines e 
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government spare d n o effor t i n guaranteein g greate r politica l autonom y 
by makin g ye t anothe r concession . I n Marc h 199 3 a  provisiona l draf t o f 
the Macau Basi c Law wa s promulgated , i n which th e promis e o f 'remainin g 
unchanged fo r 5 0 years ' wa s ensured . I n thi s spirit , Maca u i s de  jure 
decolonized i n 199 9 bu t i s de  facto  'self-neocolonized ' fo r anothe r 5 0 
years. I t i s again a n anomal y i n a  sense that afte r decolonizatio n i s achieved , 
the communis t sovereig n countr y state s it s intentio n no t t o implemen t 
Chinese 'socialist ' policie s i n Maca u bu t rathe r t o preserv e th e existin g 
capitalist system , economic orde r an d life-style . I n particular, th e Portugues e 
language16 remain s a s a n officia l language . Thi s state d intentio n t o 
politically tolerat e th e colonia l cultur e an d administrativ e institution s 
immediately signal s a  recognitio n o f th e continuatio n o f th e Portugues e 
cultural legacy . Th e decolonizatio n i n 199 9 i s thu s represente d a s onl y 
symbolically beckonin g th e undoin g o f th e direc t remnant s o f Portugues e 
colonial ideology , whil e it s legac y live s on . Give n th e People' s Republi c o f 
China's state d position , th e situatio n i n Maca u afte r 199 9 ca n b e describe d 
as a  peculiarl y authorize d neocolonia l period . Needles s t o say , th e 
concretization o f thi s narrativ e i s contingen t upo n politica l an d lega l 
rhetoric bein g transforme d int o practice . 

How coul d thi s futur e b e imagined ? Neocolonialis m i s concerne d 
with th e legac y o f colonialis m an d i s a  kin d o f continuit y withi n 
discontinuity. A s Rober t Youn g point s out , 'Muc h o f th e attractio n o f th e 
study o f colonialis m lie s i n th e safet y o f it s polit ic s o f th e past . 
Neocolonialism, o n th e othe r hand , i s concerne d wit h th e mor e awkwar d 
effects o f colonialis m i n th e present. ' (Young , 1991 : 2 ) Neocolonialis m 
not onl y comprise s th e half-hidde n narrative s o f colonialism' s succes s i n 
its continuin g operations , i t i s als o th e stor y o f a  Wes t haunte d b y th e 
excess o f it s ow n history . Bu t Young' s thesi s i s onl y partiall y applicabl e 
in th e cas e o f Macau , simpl y becaus e i t i s no t Portuga l tha t force s it s wa y 
to maintain '5 0 year s unchanged ' bu t i t is China tha t prefer s t o be 'haunted ' 
by th e Portugues e legacy . Th e continuin g effec t o f cultura l colonialis m i s 
not impose d b y th e colonia l power , bu t Chin a itsel f constitutionall y invite s 
the continuit y o f 'th e whit e man' s burden' . I n fact , o n a  symboli c level , 
modern Chin a itsel f i s a  neocolonialis t produc t o f a  larger , meta-colonialis t 
project o f Wester n epistemi c hegemony , eve n thoug h Mainlan d Chin a 
managed t o remai n nominall y integra l durin g nineteenth-centur y territoria l 
colonization b y th e West . 

In ligh t o f th e territoria l decolonizatio n i n 1999 , Maca u situate s itsel f 
in a n eccentri c historica l momen t —  fro m th e epocha l roa d o f colonialis m 
to neoco lon ia l i s m t h r o u g h a  s o m e w h a t a n o m a l o u s proces s o f 
decolonization. Th e 'unchange d fo r 5 0 years ' polic y doe s no t merel y 
complicate contemporar y Wester n practice s i n delineatin g cultura l 
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phenomena int o a  linea r epocha l succession , i t als o confound s thos e 
paradigms i n colonia l discours e o f discree t periodization . 

Despite th e unprecedente d introductio n o f 'on e country , tw o systems ' 
and th e promis e o f 'remainin g unchange d fo r 5 0 years ' fo r bot h Hon g 
Kong an d Macau , som e peopl e ar e no t overjoye d abou t goin g bac k t o th e 
motherland. Th e politica l ambivalenc e i s reminiscen t o f tw o poem s o n 
Hong Kon g an d Maca u (th e latte r havin g bee n discusse d i n Chapte r 2 ) 
by We n Yidu o i n 192 5 i n whic h h e earnestl y expresse s a  poeti c desir e fo r 
decolonization an d reunificatio n wit h China . Thes e tw o poem s ca n b e 
seen a s a  yardstic k t o observ e th e chang e o f nationalisti c sentiment s i n 
regard t o territoria l integrit y an d nationa l solidarit y betwee n a  Ma y Fourt h 
poet o f th e 1920 s an d th e populac e o f Hon g Kon g an d Maca u a t th e en d 
of th e twentiet h century : 

'Hong Kong ' 

Like the yellow panther guardin g the gates of the imperia l palac e 
Oh, Mother! my post is a strategic one, yet my status so humble. 
The ferociou s Se a Lion 17 presse s upo n m y body , 
Devouring my flesh an d bone s and warming itsel f o n my  blood . 
Oh, Mother ! I  wail an d cry , ye t yo u hea r m e not . 
Oh, Mother ! quick ! le t m e hid e i n you r embrace ! 
Mother! I  want t o com e back , Mother ! 

(Trans, b y Zh u Zhiyu , quote d i n Renditions,  1988 : 65) 

'Ou Mun ' (Macau ) 

Do yo u kno w 'M a Gang ' i s no t m y rea l name? . .  . 
I hav e lef t you r tutelag e fo r to o lon g already , Mother ! 
But wha t the y kidnappe d i s onl y m y body , 
My sou l i s stil l unde r you r safe-keeping . 
Oh! the Mother I  have not forgotten i n a dream that has survived 

300 years ! 
Please cal l m y pe t name , cal l m e 'O u Mun' ! 
Mother, I  want t o com e back , Mother ! 

In th e 1980s , Chin a exerte d strenuou s effort s t o regai n th e sovereignt y 
of Hon g Kon g an d Macau . Thes e tw o place s wer e wreste d awa y i n defeat s 
that hav e eve r sinc e stoo d a s shamefu l reminder s o f China' s semi -
colonization b y the major nineteenth - an d twentieth-century moder n nation -
states. Th e 198 4 Sino-Britis h an d th e 198 7 Sino-Portugues e Join t 
Declarations are , therefore , o f paramoun t symboli c effec t i n th e histor y o f 
twentieth-century Chin a becaus e the y mar k th e officia l demis e o f foreig n 
imperialism an d colonia l dominatio n o f Chines e soil . 
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China's effort s t o reclai m th e tw o place s hav e directly reflected a  stead y 
diet o f nationalisti c theme s an d rhetori c sinc e th e Ma y Fourt h Movemen t 
and als o speak fo r a n aversio n t o foreig n imperialism . As such, the two Join t 
Declarations ar e wrappe d i n goo d intention s t o ' l iberate ' th e colonia l 
subjects fro m th e gri p o f Europea n usurpers/aggressors . Th e adven t o f 
decolonization ha s le d instea d t o stres s an d misgiving s abou t th e future an d 
has als o triggered a n emigration-mania , specificall y th e exodus tha t reache d 
its climax soo n afte r th e Tiananme n Squar e suppressio n o f pro-democrac y 
demonstrations i n 1989 . Th e ambivalenc e remind s u s o f Re y Chow' s 
argument tha t decolonizatio n i n Hong Kon g an d Maca u constitute s a  force d 
return to , an d a  recolonizatio n by , th e mothe r country , whic h i s itsel f a s 
imperialistic an d authoritaria n a s th e previou s colonizer s (Chow , 1992 : 
151-170). I t i s indee d a  uniquel y ironi c histori c inversio n o f a  colonia l 
relationship i n a  sens e tha t th e colonize d d o no t welcom e decolonizatio n 
and liberation , bu t rathe r prefe r foreig n rul e an d th e 'surrogat e mother' . 

The surfacin g o f anxiet y precisel y reflect s th e relativ e indifferenc e no t 
only t o communism , bu t als o t o nationalism , eve n thoug h nationalis m 
still persist s b y reinscribin g itsel f i n traditiona l forms . A s th e forc e o f 
Chinese communis t ideolog y graduall y weaken s i n the eye s of th e populac e 
of Hon g Kon g an d Macau , Chines e nationalis m become s a n elusive , i f no t 
an unpredic table , phenomenon. 1 8 I t i s ironi c tha t th e nat ional is t 
reunification fo r whic h th e Chines e intelligentsi a o f th e Ma y Fourt h er a 
campaigned s o idealisticall y shoul d a t it s fina l realizatio n b e me t b y a 
'phobia' o f reunification . Wha t wa s onc e considere d a  nationa l desir e fo r 
territorial integrit y an d sovereignt y ha s no w becom e a n ambivalen t issue . 
The grandiloquen t missio n o f historica l recuperatio n fro m Wester n 
colonialism an d imperialis m i s strangel y displace d a s a  possibl e threa t t o 
economic prosperit y an d socia l stability . Wen' s tw o poem s rea d sevent y 
years late r ar e no t withou t iron y give n th e curren t lac k o f anti-colonia l 
nationalistic sentimen t o f th e 'kidnappe d children ' i n thes e tw o colonies . 

During it s 442-yea r histor y unde r Portugues e rule , Macau ha s thrived , 
grown, prospered , faltered , revived , survived , an d abov e all , evolve d int o 
a Janus-lik e cultura l spac e unde r imperialism , colonialism , ecumenicalism , 
communism an d capitalism . Bein g on e o f th e oldes t colonia l zone s o f 
contact i n Asia , Macau has , to som e extent , bee n influence d b y the cultura l 
processes o f creolization . However , i t als o maintain s tw o distinc t cultura l 
heritages withou t bein g conquere d b y eithe r cultura l force . Thi s i s th e 
uniqueness o f Maca u —  whil e i t reveal s it s superimpose d 'wa y o f life' , i t 
retains it s indigenou s 'meaning s an d values' . Moreover , ther e i s basicall y 
no centre/peripher y relationshi p betwee n Chin a an d Portuga l o r vic e vers a 
in orderin g cultura l forms ; rathe r Chines e an d Portugues e culture s involv e 
fusion a s wel l a s differentiatio n i n th e colonia l context . 
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Portugal wa s th e firs t Europea n polit y t o se t u p colonie s an d tradin g 
posts i n th e Fa r East . Th e Portugues e occupatio n o f Go a i n 151 0 marke d 
their initia l colonia l dominatio n i n Asia , an d the y ar e du e t o leav e th e las t 
Asian outpos t —  Maca u —  i n 1999 . Portuga l wa s th e firs t t o arriv e bu t 
is th e las t t o depart . Portugues e colonialis m thu s come s t o a  rea l an d 
symbolic demis e afte r a  tim e spa n o f 48 9 year s i n Asia . Th e colonia l 
impact o n Maca u wa s no t jus t confine d t o makin g i t a n outpos t o f 
Portugal i n th e East , i t als o reoriente d Maca u fro m a  barren-fishin g enclav e 
to a  uniqu e Sino-Lus o stag e i n th e worl d theatre . I t i s a n interfac e o f 
ruptures an d thresholds , a s wel l a s contestatio n an d compromise . Wha t 
is mos t specia l abou t th e place , an d wha t i t ha s alway s been , i s th e sens e 
that it s cultur e alternate s betwee n a  Janus scenari o o f havin g bot h Chines e 
and Portugues e cultura l identities . Th e tw o culture s engag e i n a  kin d o f 
dialogue whic h transcend s th e closednes s an d one-sidednes s o f it s share d 
meanings. The y revea l t o u s som e ne w aspect s an d ne w semanti c depth s 
in it s hybridize d cultura l production . A t on e level , th e dialogi c encounte r 
of Chines e an d Portugues e culture s ha s no t resulte d i n the los s o f specificit y 
of eac h culture , wit h eac h retainin g it s ow n identit y withi n th e spac e o f 
Macau. Nevertheles s a t anothe r level , th e Sino-Lus o Janu s fac e mask s a 
history o f materiall y rea l an d culturall y substantia l Macanes e hybridization . 
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